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 No team faced more adversity last season than Zephyrhills, 
which began the season late due to being hit with coronavirus 
cases and missed the fi rst two games. No problem for the Bull-
dogs, who made it to the region semifi nals, advancing further 
than any of the six high school football teams in our coverage 
area.
 This fall, no less than four teams are viable playoff  contend-
ers. Zephyrhills Christian Academy, Wiregrass Ranch and resur-
gent Cypress Creek are the others. Meanwhile, Pasco and Wes-
ley Chapel are on the right track, but still in the rebuilding mode 
nonetheless.
 Unlike last sea-
son when preseason 
classics were can-
celled by the Florida 
High School Athlet-
ic Association as the 
coronavirus pandemic 

showed signs of waning, fi ve of our six teams played preseason 
games. Zephyrhills, burdened by a player testing positive for the 
virus and having about a dozen players to quarantine, opted out 
of a three-way exhibition hosted by Zephyrhills Christian that 
included Gainesville Buchholz.
 While folks at Zephyrhills and Zephyrhills Christian have 
been clamoring for a matchup in recent years, a game between 
those schools that might just kick off  a city rivalry will have 
to wait for another year at least. As for the other schools, this 
marks the fourth straight year of The Zephyrhills News featuring 
six teams in our annual football preview tab.
 Zephyrhills faced the toughest foe to kick off  the season by 
traveling to Lakeland to take on perennial contender Kathleen. 
Regardless of that outcome, however, the Bulldogs are a solid 

pick to make the playoff s 
for the seventh time in 
eight years.
 Coach Nick Carroll 
said the team’s goal is to 
play in a region fi nal, go-
ing one step further than 
last season. He might just 

have enough talent and depth for the senior-laden Bulldogs to 
do just that.
 Zephyrhills Christian has a fi ghting chance of keeping its 
winning tradition intact. Having won two state championships 
in six-man football, the Warriors should make it fi ve consecutive 
postseason appearances as an 11-man team.
 That is, of course, if the quarterback situation gets straight-
ened out. Adrian Miller III, a transfer from Bishop McLaugh-
lin, had to miss the preseason game after coach Mike Smith got 
a call from the FHSAA fi ve hours before game time. If he can-
not play, the Warriors might have to rely on an eighth-grader at 
quarterback, which might not bode well for extending that play-
off  streak.

 

BY STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

Friday Night Football is back with four 
of six teams vying for playoffs

Right: Ethan Ayo closes 
in on the River Ridge 

quarterback during 
the Pirates’ preseason 

game.

Below: Willie Queen ran 
back the opening kickoff 

for 57 yards, which led 
to an early field goal 
in Zephyrhills’ 16-12 
season-opening win 

over Lakeland Kathleen.
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www.ReutimannCollision.com

ZEPHYRHILLS
37529 TALL PINES DR.
(813) 782-4152

DADE CITY
14343 8TH STREET

(352) 437-3200

“Family Owned
& Operated”

“Written Lifetime 
warranty
on all repairs”

WE NEVER PROVIDE ANYTHING 
LESS THAN PROFESSIONAL, 
HONEST WORK!

HOURS:  MON.-FRI. 7:45AM – 5:30PM

WE ARE YOUR 
COMPLETE 
COLLISION AUTO 
REPAIR CENTER

Good. Better. Best.

• Professional Collision Repair
  & Painting
• Work with all Major Insurance
  Companies
• Minor Mechanical Repairs
• Uni-body & Full Frame Straightening
• Computerized Laser Measuring
   Frame & Repair
• Major Fleet Service Collision Repair
• Motorhome Repair & Painting
• 24/7 Towing Service
• Rental Car Agency available
   in moments notice
• Pick-up & Drop-off  Service
• FREE Computerized Estimates

Never let it rest until your good is 
better and your better is best!

...Best in the � eld for � rst-rate customer 
care and high-quality workmanship!

Right: Demetri Whitehead 
takes down a Gainesville 

Buhcholtz runner during 
the pre season.

Below: The Wesley Chapel 
Wildcats take the field 
for their road opener at 
Sunlake.

DEAN DAIRY & EILAND BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS 
(S.R. 54 WEST BYPASS) (813) 782-9455

Shannon’s
FARM FRESH PRODUCE

SUMMER HOURS: TUES.-SAT. 8AM-6PM • CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

For the largest selection
of fresh, nutritious
farm-fresh vegetables, 
fruits and seasonal 
produce in East Pasco!

• Fresh Cuban, Pita Bread & Bagels Available on Friday & Saturdays!

TEAMWORK
MAKES THE 

DREAM
WORK!

Be a winner.
Eat fresh.
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www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us

5335 8TH STREET
ZEPHYRHILLS

(813) 780-0000

Gene Whit� eld - Mayor

William (Billy) Poe, Jr. - City Manager

ZEPHYRHILLS CITY COUNCIL
W. Alan Knight - President
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Lance A. Smith - Councilman

Charles E. Proctor - Councilman

Guard the Yard, Bulldogs!
Individuals play the game,
but teams beat the odds!

(813) 783-9900
5008 Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills

• Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services • Transfers North
Veterans Internment and Cremation,  Plans
Preplanning / Prefunding Arrangements

With over 40 years of experience our passion for helping
families is the heart of Whitfield Funeral Home.

Gene Whitfield, LFD, Ernestine Whitfield,
Tim Whitfield, Amy Whitfield, LFD,

Robin Whitfield, “Jake, Kylie, Delanie Brook, Sadie Grace
and our support team.

“Our Hometown Family Serving Your Family”

OUr FUNeral hOMe prOvides:

Celebrating
life,
One Family
at a Time

Zephyrhills Bulldog varsity cheer team.

Wiregrass Ranch 
has four seniors 
on this year’s 
cheerleading 
squad. They are 
Ella Peckham, 
Chloe Gilligan, 
Alexis Burns and 
Kelli Helton.

Zephyrhills 
Bulldog

junior varsity 
cheer team.

 Wiregrass Ranch routinely has the toughest schedule of any Pasco County team due to being 
classifi ed in 7A with Hillsborough County foes. Still, the Bulls have fi ve straight playoff  berths and 
are balanced enough on off ense and tough enough on defense to extend that mark to six.
 Quarterback Rocco Becht, son of former Tampa Bay Buccaneer tight end Anthony Becht, and 
highly touted receiver Bryson Rodgers, along with running backs Kenny Walker and Corneil Mc-
crary, give the Bulls a multi-faceted off ense. The defense is anchored by a solid secondary.
 Cypress Creek could have its best season in school history. The fi fth-year Coyotes, who won just 
three times last season, moved up to Class 5A and will be put to the test with tough opponents like 
Zephyrhills, Mitchell and Tampa Catholic.
 The Coyotes have one of the area’s best quarterbacks in Owen Walls. The second-year starter has 
three talented targets in Dernere Jones, Dontrell Clerkley and Merrick Simmons, to go along with sol-
id tight end Dylan Lolley.
 As for our other two teams, Wesley Chapel, which has had back-to-back 5-5 seasons, is likely to 
be in the middle of the pack once again. While the Wildcats look to place more of an emphasis on 
running the ball this year, the defense should be improved thanks to talented linebacker Jorden Mc-
Caslin, a Division I prospect.
 As for Pasco, the team that once made eight straight playoff  appearances, has struggled in recent 
years. While not expected to be a playoff  contender there could be some improvement. The fi rst win-
ning season since 2014 is not out of the question for the Pirates, led by third-year coach Jason Stokes.
 Sportswriters Steve Lee and Andy Warrener will cover these teams throughout the season. 

Other contributions for this tab come 
from advertising sales manager The-
resa LeBlanc, graphic designer Nancy 
King, accounting manager Cindy De-
Matteo, receptionist Wendy McElroy, 
circulation manager James Bannon 
and, of course, owner/publisher Jan 
Linville.

Zephyrhills 
Christian 
Academy varsity 
cheer team.

Wesley Chapel 
Wildcat

cheer team.
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2021 Zephyrhills Bulldogs

 Fostering team camaraderie is something Zephyrhills foot-
ball coach Nick Carroll is big on. Getting the community behind 
the Bulldogs, he reasons, are among several ways to fire up his 
players.
 That’s why Carroll got with former Zephyrhills standout 
Damien Pickett this summer to conduct a coaching session for 
the Zephyrhills Athletic League program run by Pickett. Togeth-
erness like that also is why this year’s team is confident about 
competing in the postseason for what would be the seventh time 
in the past eight years.
 The Bulldogs have plenty of experience, talent and depth 
not only to make the playoffs, but to win at that level. Last sea-
son, they won a district championship and advanced to a Class 
5A region semifinal, eventually losing to Orlando Jones in that 
round. That loss, coupled with many seniors recalling a non-
playoff season when they were sophomores, provides the team 
with plenty of motivation for this year.
 “The bar’s set high. They’re hungry,” Carroll said.
 Moreover, the players are well aware of how important it is 
to have home playoff games. Last year’s elimination loss came 
on the road.
 “Now that they’ve been there, they understand about hav-
ing to travel for a playoff game,” the coach said. “Our goal is to 
get in a region final. We want to be district champions every year 
and give ourselves an opportunity to make a run.”
 To do so Zephyrhills aims to improve its passing game. Sec-
ond year quarterback Jaxson Rivera, a senior who last year took 

over early for T.J. Jackson, passed for 724 yards and 11 touch-
downs.
 “We want to throw the ball more this year,” Carroll said. 
“Last year we ran the ball more because of the change of quar-
terbacks.”
 Rivera will have plenty of targets in Jackson, Maguire Neal, 
Ben Raines, Jacobe Campbell L.J. Graham and Maddox Rivera, 
Jaxson’s brother. 
 “Any one of those kids are talented enough to make plays 
and give the quarterback an opportunity to put some numbers 
up.”
 Carroll liked what he saw in the passing game during this 
summer’s 7-on-7 tournaments against various teams through-
out the Tampa Bay area. He also liked the running game. Gone 
is Zyre Roundtree, who gained nearly 2,000 yards over the past 
two seasons. Sharing the load in the backfield this season will be 
Jaylin Thomas, Willie Queen and Nick Sheldon.
 Carroll implied that the offense will mix it up with multiple 
formations. The skill players will be running and passing behind 
solid blockers Kamil Mehrab, Gabe Coveny and Damon McMil-
lan. Add Nick Patrias, who moves 
over from guard to center, Blake Year-
by, Xavier Salgado and Christian 
Velasquez to the mix.
 While the Bulldogs propose to 
improve their passing game, they 
have a strong secondary to shut down 
opposing quarterbacks choosing to at-
tack through the air. Sheldon and Ty-
mar Mckever are solid safeties and the 

top cornerbacks are Marcell Tucker, Jeremiah Bland and Camp-
bell.
 The linebacking corps is versatile enough to line up in sev-
eral formations, equally adept at dropping back into pass cover-
age as they are coming up and joining the pass rush. Neal and 
Graham are strong on the outside with Theotis Smith manning 
the middle and directing traffic.
 On the defensive line are Coveny, Mahrab Velasquez and, 
occasionally, Neal. Several offensive linemen are sure to switch 
over on defense to stave off runs and rush the passer as well.
 In the kicking game, Jackson will handle the punting duties 
while Jaxson Rivera will kick extra points and field goals. Car-
roll is hopeful that Christian Clemens will be able to step up and 
contribute on extra points and field goals, which would give Ri-
vera a break.
 Zephyrhills missed its preseason scrimmage at Zephyrhills 
Christian Academy due to some players having to quarantine. 
The Bulldogs also got off to a delayed start last season, missing 
the first two games due to the coronavirus pandemic, but then 
won eight straight before the playoff loss in Orlando.

Bulldogs have a habit of playing in the
postseason and this year should be no different

By Steve Lee
Sports Reporter

date  opponent
Aug. 27  at Kathleen
Sept. 3  HERNANDO
Sept. 10  at Fivay
Sept.  17 at Wesley Chapel
Oct.    1  WEEKI WACHEE
Oct.    8  WIREGRASS RANCH
Oct.  15  at Cypress Creek
Oct.  22  at Nature Coast Tech
Oct. 29  HUDSON
Nov.   5  PASCO

schedule
2021 Zephyrhills Bulldogs

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

last
season: 9-3
district: Class 5A, 
District 9
Coach Nick Carroll, 
sixth season.

assistants:
Raleigh Allen
Matt Jackson
Pat Fortunato
Tom McHugh

The Zephyrhills wide receivers lined up for a group photo on media day.

...regardless of who is at fault.
Damage caused by other vehicles, trees,

utility poles?

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

Clifton & Lewis Insurance

Now protect what matters
the most with a FULL
SERVICE INDEPENDENT
Insurance Agency that
works for YOU!

Collision Coverage… 

• AUTOMOTIVE • MOTORCYCLE • HOME • RVs
COMMERCIAL • GOLF CARTS • BOATS • MOBILE HOMES

ZEPHYRHILLS
38232 5tH AvEnuE

(813) 452-5382

DADE CItY
14507 7tH StREEt

(352) 521-3893

Providing one-on-one customer service 
that most companies can only dream of!

We’re partnered 
with 26 Insurance 
Companies ready 

to give you the
exact coverage 

you need!

www.cliftonlewis.com

38535 PALM GROVE DRIVE, ZEPHYRHILLS
(off Highway 301, Southside of Zephyrhills)

www.swcustomcabinets.com (813) 788-3856

KITCHEN & BATH               
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Since 1972, 3-generations 
of skilled cabinetmakers 
providing quality second 
to none!

FREE In-Home Measurement 
& Design Consultation 

Score 
More 
With 
US!

813-355-4795
38367 CR 54 EAST, ZEPHYRHILLS 33542

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am - 6pm; Sunday 12pm – 5pm

EVOLVE FOR
INNER PEACE…
Visit our showroom today!
Insense • Candles • Herbs
• Essential Oils
• Stones • Gems
• Crystals • Salt Lamps
• Smudging Supplies and 
more…

• Crystal Bed
   Session
• Intuitive Readings
   (Oracles, Tarot,
  Medium, Astrology)

Annette Brooks,
Owner

NEED A 
SPIRITUAL
UPLIFT?

Cami Laura

Visit
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varsity
BULLDOGS

varsity
roster

2021 ZEPHYRHILLS BULLDOGS

No. Player  Position  Year
1 TJ Jackson QB  12
2 Ben Raines WR, S 11
3 Jaylin Thomas RB, CB 12
5 Maddox Rivera WB, S 11
6 Tymar Mckever WR, FS 12
7 Jaxson Rivera QB, K 12
8 Christian Clemens K  11
8 Raleigh Allen WR, QB 12
9 Jakobe Campbell   10
10 Theotis Smith MLB, TE 12
11 Dalton King WR, C 12
12 Rodney Smith MLB, TB 10
13 Maquire Neal DE, SB 12
14 Nick Sheldon RB, SS 12
16 Willie Queen TB  12
19 Xavier Garraway WR  12
20 Marcell Tucker CB, WR 11
21 Isiah Porter CB  11
22 Lawrence Graham LB, TE 11
26 Gabe Mathis WR, CB 11

No. Player  Position  Year
27 Levi Smith LB, C 11
28 Teddy Sands WR  10
28 Rashawn Searight   11
30 Donovan Couch OLB 11
33 Davion Bartley   12
35 Vikai Dexter DE, TE 10
42 Jeremiah Bland   11
45 Tynan Lacure   11
50 Blake Yearby C, MLB 11
51 Nick Patrias C, DL 12
61 Xavier Salgado G  11
62 Logan Lagrone   10
64 Gabe Coveny T, DT 11
66 Kamil Mehrab T, DE 12
72 Christian Velasquez   10
75 Damon McMillian G  10
76 Annaleese Thomas T  12
77 Caleb Durham   11
80 Izaha Kyle   11

www.plannedpethoodpasco.com

We’re the Best in
the Field For Peace of 

Mind Pet Care

“Dedicated to providing a high quality, 
high volume spay and neuter program 
that meets or exceeds current veterinary 
standards of care.”

LOW COST SPAY & NEUTER • WELLNESS & VACCINES

Surgery by Appointment: Drop off time 8am
Clinic Hours: 9:30am - 2:00pm

2 Locations to Serve You!
ZEPHYRHILLS 

Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm
37815 SR 54 West

(3/4 mile W. of Zephyr Park)
(813) 779-7000

Wesley Chapel Location 
Playground / Doggie Daycare
Providing a fun day of play and exercise
with dogs of similar size. 

• Outdoor play area
• Indoor rest stations
• All day supervision by trained staff
• Early drop-off and late pick up times
• Vet on premises if exam/shots is desired!

Half day  $15.00  (8am-12pm or 12pm-5pm)
Full Day  $25.00  (8am-5pm)

WESLEY CHAPEL
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
33931 SR 54 West

(2 buildings W. of Pasco County Library)
(813) 524-6400

VISIT

Express Vaccination
Zephyrhills – Tuesday
Wesley Chapel – Friday

Wellness Clinic / Vaccination
Zephyrhills – Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
Wesley Chapel – Mon., Tues., Wed., Thur.

Grooming Available at Both Locations

6:00am –9:00pmOpen 7 Days

5214 Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills • (813) 782-9556

COBB SALAD
Grilled chicken breast, bacon, avocado, hard-boiled 
egg, tomato, crumbled Bleu cheese on mixed greens 
with your choice of dressing. (serves 4)

POT ROAST
Served with mashed potatoes and brown gravy, and 
your choice of one additional side. (serves 4-6)

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
Smothered in country sausage gravy, served with 
mashed potatoes and gravy,  and your choice of one 
additional side. (serves 4-6)

SLOW ROASTED TURKEY
Hand-carved and served with cornbread stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and turkey gravy, and cranberry 
sauce. (serves 4-6)

Family Breakfast Deals                          (Serves 4-6)

Open 7 DaysOpen 7 Days

SCORE BIG!
 GET TO THE GAME
 ON TIME...
 ...AND LET US DO
 THE DISHES!

DINNER SIDES:
• Side Salad    • Coleslaw    • Cornbread Stuffing      • Mashed Potatoes & gravy 
• Rice Pilaf    • French Fries     • Green Beans 

BIG BREAKFAST
Start with twelve scrambled eggs, twelve bacon 
strips or sausage links or a combination of both, 
country potatoes, plus twelve buttermilk pancakes. (serves 4-6)

BUILD YOUR OWN BREAKFAST   
Start with twelve scrambled eggs, and then choose your potato, breakfast meat and bread: 
the following items are available: crispy hash browns or country potatoes. twelve bacon strips 
or sausage links, a combination of both or 4 Chicken-Fried Steaks, and twelve buttermilk 
pancakes, or twelve slices of French toast.  (serves 4-6)

Family Meal Deals                    (Serves 4-6)
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 Head coach Jason Stokes took over a Pasco football program 
in 2019, after a disastrous denouement from the otherwise leg-
endary career of Tom McHugh. While their 4-9 record in 2019 
was a losing record, the 27-9 win at Zephyrhills was earth-shat-
tering or at least east Pasco County shattering victory. Reality set 
in during the 2020 season. Injuries and COVID-19 challenged 
the Pirates in many ways. They managed to improve their re-
cord to 6-6 and even win a playoff game against Lecanto but the 
9-Mile War turned against them as the Bulldogs thumped them 
21-0. 
 The 2021 season is Stokes’s third. Stokes is now the author 
of the Pasco Pirates with the previous coach’s fingerprints all but 
wiped off of the current team. It’s time for the Pirates to shine 
under Stokes. Will they?

Similar challenges
 The 2021 Pirates will face the same challenges that last 
year’s team did. The injury bug has already bitten the 2021 team. 
Jayvon Balmir was looking to be one of the Pirates’s top threats 
in the backfield until a knee injury during 7-on-7 competition 
robbed him of the entirety of the Fall season. 
 “That was a big blow,” Stokes said. “We were thinking we 
had a whole stable of runners in the backfield.”
 Also. The COVID-19 pandemic has rebounded with a new 
and highly contagious Delta variant. While the 2020 Pirates only 
lost players for limited bouts and only to contact tracing. The po-
tential for players to miss time due to exposure and/or infection 
is a threat that hangs over them like a Sword of Damocles. For-
tunately for the Pirates, they have yet to be affected by it in 2021. 
They are certainly taking precautions. 
 “We try to clean down the pads, the water bottles, we spray 
the lockers,” Stokes said. “But asking teenage boys to be respon-
sible 100 percent of the time is a tall order.”

...And a cloud of dust
 Even without Balmir, the Pirates are going to have a few 
threats coming out of the backfield and they make no illusions 
about what they are going to do on offense.
 “We’re still predominantly a run-first offense,” Stokes said. 
“We’ve got good backs and a tough O-line that makes it easier.”
 The Pirates will hand off to senior EJ Redfield, who Stokes 
calls a, “workhorse.” Redfield was the second most used ball-
carrier in 2020, behind graduated Malcom Gibbs. Redfield 
rushed for just shy of 400 yards on 80 carries, averaging 5 per 
carry and scored 5 rushing touchdowns. Watch for Redfield’s 
carries to top 100 in 2021 as he emerges as the primary threat 
in the backfield. A complementary full back/tailback with a 
linebacker’s body will be senior Ethan Ayo. Outside receivers 
Omarion Harrison, Angel Miles and Elijah Chilbert will try and 
divert attention away from the backfield.
 “Without a doubt, the threat outside makes it easier to run 
the offense, otherwise the defense clamps down in the box,” 
Stokes said. 
 The Pirates starting senior guards, Cody Tadlock and Corbin 
Smith are going to be the strongpoints on the offensive line. Tad-
lock goes 6-2, 250 and Smith 6-3, 280. It’s likely these two will be 
pulling and leading run plays.

 “Those two are leaders on the O-line,” Stokes said. “They 
bring a toughness to the team that we need.”
 The Pirate offensive backfield will look a lot like their de-
fensive backfield. Linebackers Redfield and Ayo are also key of-
fensive players. Senior Javon Jeune will factor in as a linebacker, 
too. They’ll be needed to step up because the Pirates graduated 
their top three tacklers from 2020. 

The big question
 The quarterback position was one of, if not the central issue 
in 2020. Senior quarterback Devin Jernigan melted down dur-
ing the Zephyrhills game and did not return to the team. Then-
freshman Jayvion Johnson took over and played the last five 
games of the season. It was a struggle, to say the least. Johnson 
completed just five passes for -2 yards and threw three intercep-
tions in that span. He was thrown to the wolves or dogs, rath-
er. 2021 could possibly be a different story. Johnson comes into 
this season as the starter and with a whole off and pre season of 
work as the starter. He’s not going to throw a hundred passes 
this season but if he can be efficient and not turn the ball over, 
the Pirates could surprise people. Stokes likes what he sees so far 
out of the sophomore. 
 “He (Johnson) has matured, he 
shows good leadership, we’re op-
timistic about it,” Stokes said. “We 
also like his short memory; he makes 
a mistake and moves on.”

Odds and ends
 The Pirates traded coaches with 
Wesley Chapel. Former defensive 
coach Mark Barnes headed to the 
Wildcats and Rick Gavin came over 
to the Pirates. Gavin is the special 
teams coordinator and wide receiv-
ers coach. 
 The Pirates will use junior Bruno 
Ingalls as their kicker. The 5-10, 190 
junior is a soccer player but he will 
also play on defense at strong safety. 
 Stokes picked some tough 
games on his non-district schedule 
in order to get a better rating in the 
new playoff points system. The Pi-
rates open the season at a very tough 
but smaller school in Zephyrhills 
Christian Academy. The very next 
week, they host Nature Coast Tech. 
They play at Lake Gibson in October 
and come back for the 9-Mile War on 
Nov. 5 at Zephyrhills. That is a no-
picnic schedule.
 “We are ready to get after it, 
ready to go,” Stokes said. 

2021 pasco pirates

pirates possible playoff contenders in head 
coach stokes’ third season

By Andy WArrener
Sports Reporter

Date  opponent
Sept. 3 NATURE COAST TECH
Sept. 10 at Hernando
Sept. 17 SPRINGSTEAD
Sept. 23 at Zephyrhills Christian
 Academy
Oct.    1 at Vanguard
Oct.    8 at Lake Gibson
Oct.  15 at Belleview
Oct.  22 LAND O’LAKES
Oct.  29 LECANTO
Nov.   5 at Zephyrhills

schedule
2021 pasco pirates

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

Last
season: 6-6.
District: Class 6A, 
District 5.

coach Jason Stokes,
third season.

assistants:
Rick Gavin
Allyn Williamson
Anthony Byerly

ADJUSTABLE MOTION 
QUEEN WITH COOL 

TWIST MEMORY FOAM
NOWNOW

$1,495951,495
COMPLETE

14147 U.S. 98 BYPASS, DADE CITY • 352-567-0030
(Corner of E. Pasco Avenue and the Bypass)

                     WE OFFER SAME DAY PICKUP & NEXT DAY DELIVERY!

FINDING THE RIGHT MATTRESS SHOULDN’T BE TIRING.
SHOP OUR SLEEP CENTER, AND CLIMB INTO A DREAM EVERY NIGHT!

Photos Are For Illustration Purposes Only. Not responsible for typographical errors.
All sales are fi nal.* With approved credit. See store for details

Everyday You Get Our Best...
BEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE!

BEST QUALITY!
PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!

Best
Selection
of La-Z-Boys 
in the Area!

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-3pm

“Comfort and Quality From Our Family To Yours”

INTRODUCING
    NEW

Offering Top Brands You Know and Trust

Good Luck
Teams!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL CONSULTATION!

352-523-2077

 Custom new homes,
 renovations and additions

 Custom wood decks
 Garage and storage buildings
 Pole barns, horse stables

Depend on our skills and 30 years 
experience to create unique ideas 
for spaces ranging from 1,000 sq. 
ft. to well over 12,000 sq. ft. 

Our exceptional designs are guaranteed to meet all local and 
State of Florida Building Codes and will comply to wind code 

designs for your specifi c area. 

www.randywatsondesigns.com

Your Vision, Our Expertise
TOUCHDOWN!

(352) 567-4136
14136 7th Street • Dade City Like 

us on

Open: Sunday-Tuesday 11am-10pm; Wednesday-Saturday 11am-11pm

Where Game Time Meets Family Time

Catering • Full Service Bar
Hi-Def TVs • Party Room • Kids Zone  • Free Wifi 

Ethan Ayo (making the tackle) and Cody Juarez (#50) disrupt this option 
pass by River Ridge during the pre season.
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varsity
PIRATES

2021 PASCO PIRATES

varsity
roster

No. Player  Position  Year
1 Enrique Matos ATH, ATH 11
3 Angel Miles  10
5 Eldrick Williams RB 10
6 EJ Redfi eld DB, OLB, RB 12
7 Bradly Kenner TE, DE 12
8 Elijah Chilbert WR 12
9 Omarion Harrison WR, FS 12
10 Nicolas Torres WR, DB 10
11 Jayvion Johnson QB 10
13 Raphael Hernandez  12
15 Anthony Cozzolino LB, TE 10
15 Johndreis Grant FS, SS 11
21 Bruno Ingalls LB, FB 11
23 Jordan Gibbs DE, OLB, LS 12
24 Ethan Humphries LB 11

No. Player  Position  Year
33 Gavin Alexander DE, FB 10
36 Tyreese Grose DT, FB 10
39 Ethan Ayo ILB, RB 12
44 Javon Jeune OLB, DE 12
50 Cody Juarez  11
52 Cassidy Grubbs DT 11
55 Allen Clark  10
58 Chris Jones DL, OL 11
64 Cody Tadlock G, DT 12
65 Zachary Gude  11
66 Austin Beach OC 10
67 Anthony Pratt DT, OL 11
72 Bradon Jones OL, DL 11
74 Corbin Smith G, DT 12

PERFORMANCE
SPEED & MACHINE SHOP

www.bullfrogperformance.net

Machine
Shop Services
Dynamic Engine Balancing
Precision Cylinder Boring & Honing
Line Honing & Boring

5037 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542
(813) 788-3663

Jeremiah Swindell
Machine Shop

Lee Montgomery
Parts Department

Score deals on everything you 
need to tackle the season.

Block & Head Decking & Surfacing
Rod Reconditioning
Piston & Rod R&R
Competition & Street Valve Jobs
Complete Parts Center

O� ering
top trend nail

designs 
by award 
winning, 

published 
artists.

Dana Clifton • Shanna Hefl in
Over 10-years of complete nail care experience

Amanda Reyes • Stephanie Cox

38365 CR 54 EAST, ZEPHYRHILLS 33542
By Appointment Only (813) 779-0717

Open Tuesday – Saturday • Evenings Appts. Available

•  Acrylic
• Colored
   Acrylic
• Gel
• Mani/Pedi
   (Meticulous as
   seen on YouTube)

• Waxing

Health & Safety: Masks required. 
We prioritize sanitation practices

for your safety and ours!@ crystalrune’s spa

SPECIAL
Gel Manicure & Pedicure

with Amanda or Stephanie

$80.00 Expires 
12/31/21

Tradition
 Continues
No matter who is 
victorious, everyone’s 
a winner. Best of luck 
to all this season and 
this school year.

www.FNBPasco.com

ESTD 1986
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 Zephyrhills Christian Academy head coach Mike Smith re-
members starting the football program back in 1998. It was also 
the year the Tampa Bay Buccaneers moved from their old sta-
dium, the Sombrero, into their new digs at Raymond James. It 
was also the end of rookie running back Warrick Dunn’s debut 
season and the fi rst time the Buccaneers made the playoff s in 
15 years. That same year, the Warriors played their debut sea-
son in a mud pit with industrial lighting and could only muster 
enough athletes for a 6-man team. The ZCA Warriors began to 
grow. They found success playing 6-man football. They quick-
ly found themselves playing 7-man football. In 2016, they made 
the jump to 11-man, tackle football. Smith and the Warriors have 
not looked back.
 “It’s amazing to walk out here onto the fi eld now, with what 
we have here” Smith said. “I’m humbled by it. Our family has 
bled for this place, the teachers, staff , families, coaches - it’s been 
awesome to watch.”
 Walking out onto the artifi cial grass fi eld with a handsome 
fi eld house that still smells of sheet rock and wet paint, listening 
to a brand new PA system pumping Christian-themed trap mu-
sic, lit by steel lighting poles with high-intensity bulbs - it’s hard 
to imagine that the Warriors have come from such humble be-
ginnings. 
 “I remember when we used two PVC pipes with a rope tied 
between them to kick fi eld goals,” Smith said. “I was in tears 
when we fi rst got fi eld goal posts.”
 Smith and the Warriors are used to taking advantage of 
what they have piggybacking on the success of their 6-man and 
7-man teams, the Warriors have made the 11-man playoff s each 
of their fi rst fi ve years and they show no signs of letting up in 
2021. 

Stable of backs
 Any football team, high school or otherwise, is looking for 
that confi dent signal-caller, that quarterback that’s going to take 
the reins and lead the team to victory. It’s the most important 
position on the fi eld and one that’s usually in high demand. The 
Warriors are in ample supply.
 The Warriors have four quarterbacks that Smith has no 
qualms about playing. However, their top prospect is wrapped 
in a dose of controversy. “Senior” quarterback Adrian Miller III 
is a transfer from Bishop McLaughlin where he played what 
is listed as his junior year with the Hurricanes, amassing over 
1,000 yards rushing and 768 yards passing, combining for 17 
touchdowns. Miller was reported to the FHSAA as being a fi fth-
year senior, which would eliminate his eligibility to play in 2021. 
Miller is currently on the shelf as ZCA appeals the FHSAA rul-
ing. The Warriors would love to deploy Miller’s run option and 
experience but they have no qualms about looking to the next 
man up.
 There are three options behind Miller. ZCA coaches are high 
on eighth-grader Jayce Nixon.

 “He’s a lefty with a heck of an arm and very heady for an 
eighth grader,” Smith said. “But we are four deep at quarterback 
and all of them are game-ready.”
 Nixon actually started ZCA’s pre season game against 
Gainesville Buchholtz and he’s worked his way up to second 
string. Don’t think of junior Caleb Gaskin and Jordy Barrios as 
third and fourth string, more like options “C” and “D.” Both 
aforementioned quarterbacks played in the spring game and the 
7-on-7 summer circuit. 
 The Warriors have a deep backfi eld beyond the quarterback 
position. Seniors Dontrevius Jackson and Andrew Felder, along 
with Donnie Lloyd and Demetri Wade round out a running back 
quartet that is as interchangeable as it is talented. With speedy 
outside receiving options in juniors Quavious Cook and EJ Al-
len, along with sophomore Hezekiah Langley, the Warriors will 
have no qualms about spreading the 
football around.
 “We’re deeper at wide receiver 
than we’ve ever been,” Smith said.

The earth movers
 The dynamic backs and receiv-
ers for ZCA won’t be very eff ective 
unless the Warrior linemen can pro-
tect passes and clear lanes in the run 
game. Smith thinks he’s got some 
guys that are up to the task. 
 “We’ve got a lot of the size we 
need up there and the depth helps 
us,” Smith said.
 The Warriors really like 6-4, 
320-pound senior James Royal. Even 
at that size, Smith still dubs Royal, 
“an athlete that can move.” Nearly 
matching Royal on the measurables 
is senior Austin Henderson, who 
goes 6-2, 285. Holding that off ensive 
line glue together is junior Reggie 
Pry. 
 “He (Pry) is such a leader on of-
fense,” Smith said. “He may be un-
dersized but he gets off  the ball well 
and never quits.”

Small school enrollment, big 
school turnout
 Like any small, Class 2A school, 
the ZCA Warriors are going to ask 
their athletes to play both off ense 
and defense. Football is a big deal 
at ZCA. The school only has 50 high 
school boys enrolled and yet there 
are 41 boys on the football team - 
even though that includes a hand-
ful of eighth graders. The Warriors 
have tried to stack their schedule in 
order to build up points in the new

playoff  system. They host Class 6A Pasco in their fi rst regular 
season game and they have Class 2A defending state fi nalist 
University Christian of Jacksonville in Week 2.
 The school and the football program continue to grow. They 
just recently completed a second fl oor press-box area and have 
added bleachers. It’s likely they will have to look into more 
creative options to bring in spectators as the football fi eld is 
hemmed in by a housing development on the north side and the 
parking area fi lls up, even just for a pre season game. While foot-
ball is king at ZCA, Smith and the Warriors don’t take their eyes 
off  of a higher power.
 “We want to win but football is just a tool to get kids here 
and let them hear the Word of God and get an education,” Smith 
said. 

2021 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS2021 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS

Growth at Zephyrhills Christian 
Academy keeps raising the bar

BY ANDY WARRENER
Sports Reporter

DATE  OPPONENT
Sept. 3  UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN
Sept.  10 KENNEDY CATHOLIC
Sept.  17 PALM BEACH CHRISTIAN
  PREP
Sept. 23  PASCO
Oct.    1  at St. Petersburg Catholic
Oct.    8  ZAREPHATH ACADEMY
Oct.  15  at North Florida Educational
  Institute
Oct.  22  at Bradenton Christian
Oct.  29  DISCOVERY
Nov.   5  ORLANDO CHRISTIAN PREP

schedule
2021 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS

Start time is 7:00 p.m. - Except 8/31 & 9/14 at 7:30 p.m.

Last
season: 8-3.
District:
Class 2A,
District 9.

Coach
Mike Smith,
seventh season.

Assistants:
Mike Smith II
Spence Jones
BJ Hall
Lane Mclaughlin 
Aubrey 
Javan Smith 

Keep the Dream Alive...
...Believe & Achieve!
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varsity
ZCA

2021 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS

varsity
roster

No. Player  Position  Year
0 Dontrevius Jackson RB, LB 12
1 Andrew Felder RB, LB 12
2 Quavious Cook SB, CB 11
3 Demetri Whitehead RB, SB, WR 12
4 Fred Adams FS, SS 10
5 Ej Allen WR, DB 11
6 Adrian Miller III QB, S 12
7 Caleb Gaskin QB 11
8 Kayleb Samuel WR, MLB, OLB 10
9 Antonio Hunt RB, FB, MLB 11
10 Jordiel Barrios QB 10
11 Hezekiah Langley  
12 Jayce Nixon QB   8
13 Donnie Lloyd
14 Prince Fankana DB, WR   9
17 Vincent Elder WR, CB 10
18 Joshua Casarez FB, LB 10
19 CJ Shepherd WR, DB   9
20 David Dehart WR, DE   9
21 Brounzo Cooley WR 12

No. Player  Position  Year
22 Angel Rodriguez QB, LB 10
23 Javier Lopez RB, LB   9
24 Temori Windhamhill DB, LB, WR 10
25 Malachi Johnson DB, WR 10
26 Ashton Liddington DE, WR   9
28 Kennedy Gaston DB, WR   9
40 Barron Barber LB, TE 10
41 Zyon Vaughn-Nobles DT, TE 10
44 Anthony Cribbs DE, TE
50 Trace Williams TE, DE 11
52 Luis Soto DT 12
53 Reggie Morgan OG, DT 10
54 DJ Pope DT, OL 10
55 Reggie Pry DE, T 11
56 Elijah Austin C 11
60 Austin Henderson OG, NG 12
65 Joel Thompson OG, NG   9
75 Jaylan Dorsett OL, DL 10
76 James Royal NG, OG 12
78 Joel Robinson OG, DT 12

A U T O M O B I L E  A C C I D E N T S  •  PE R S O N A L  I N J U R Y

W R O N G F U L  D E A T H  •  D U I  •  C R I M I N A L  L A W

M A R I T A L  &  FA M I L Y  •  R E A L  E S T A T E  •  B U S I N E S S

P R O B A T E  •  WI L L S  •  PO W E R  O F  A T T O R N E Y S 

www.manderlawgroup.com

“A full-service Law Firm with dedicated
attorneys combining over 140 years of legal 

experience who get results.”

1 Team, 1 Mission.

14217 3RD STREET, DADE CITY, FL 33523  
(352) 567-0411

A.R. “Chip” Mander, III
David J. Murphy
Daniel L. Dwyer

Khara Alvero
William C. Anderson

Bobbi Madonna
Brandon Selph
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 Like every high school football team last season, Wiregrass 
Ranch qualifi ed for the playoff s despite a 4-6 record. Due to a 
shortened season thanks to the coronavirus pandemic that ad-
versely aff ected some teams more than others, the Florida High 
School Athletic Association opened the postseason for everyone 
in an unprecedented decision that likely will not occur again.
 That means that the Bulls will have to earn a playoff  spot 
this year. No problem, noted coach Mark Kantor, who has the 
only winning and playoff  football seasons in school history.
 “I think the kids understand that that’s where we’re at,” 
said Kantor, who also has coached at Hudson and Gaither and is 
seven wins shy of 100 overall. “The players plan to continue to 
keep the streak on the straight and narrow. Some time it’s going 
to end, but I just don’t want it to end until I retire.”
 As the lone Pasco County team in Class 7A, District 10. 
Wiregrass Ranch has a tough schedule with perennial state con-
tender Armwood the frontrunner as usual. Other division foes 
are Strawberry Crest, Tampa Bay Tech and Wharton.
 “Our (classifi cation) is the toughest in the state of Florida 
and it got even tougher this year,” Kantor said. “As long as we 
stay injury-free I feel pretty good.”
 The Bulls could have the most explosive off ense in school 
history thanks to the strong arm of Rocco Becht and two solid 
running backs to provide a balanced attack.
 “I think we’re going to be as close to 50-50 as we possibly 
can,” Kantor said of the ratio of run to pass this year’s off ensive 
unit could produce.

 Becht, an Iowa State commit who will be a senior, is com-
ing off  a season in which he threw for 1,550 yards and 18 touch-
downs with seven interceptions. This marks his third straight 
season as the team’s starter.
 “I think he’s done a fantastic job, just getting his mind and 
body ready to go,” Kantor said of Becht, whose father Anthony 
Becht is a former National Football League tight end who played 
10 seasons for fi ve teams, including the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
 In the backfi eld are returning running backs Kenny Walk-
er and Cornielius Mccrary. That duo combined for 980 rush-
ing yards and nine touchdowns last year with Kantor expecting 
even greater production from them this season.
 “We’ve got a two-headed monster back there,” the coach 
said.
 As for Becht’s targets, the wide receivers are led by Bryson 
Rodgers. While powerhouse Alabama has made an off er to one 
of the most sought after high school prospects in the Tampa 
Bay area, other schools in the mix are Arkansas State, Florida 
International, Florida State, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, Iowa State, Louisville, 
Maryland, Ole Miss, Penn State, 
Pittsburgh, Rutgers, South Florida, 
Virginia Tech and West Virginia.
 “He’s fantastic,” Kantor said 
of Rodgers, who last season tallied 
710 yards on 47 catches and scored 
10 touchdowns. “Bryson has devel-
oped into an impact player for us. 
His work ethic matches Rocco’s.”
 Other receivers include Isaiah 
Williams, Malachi McLaughlin and 

Jared West.
 As for keeping pressure off  the skill players, the off en-
sive line returns three of fi ve starters in Logan Ridolph, Tucker 
Schwab and Cristian Loaiza.
 “It’s great,” Kantor said. “The quarterback’s not going to get 
hit a lot.”
 On defense, the team’s strong suit is the secondary with 
Elijah Westbrooks and McLaughlin manning the corners while 
Abram Beer and Julian Gilmore are the safeties.
 As for the front seven, Nate Kidd, a second-year starter, Tex-
as transfer Jaiden Barren and Ola Omoloye, a promising fresh-
man, are the linebackers. What could be a formidable defensive 
line is anchored by nose guard Teeko Williamson and end Alex 
McGill.
 Taking over punting and kicking duties this season is for-
mer junior varsity player Jeremy Caruso, who Kantor labels a 
top recruit.

Wiregrass Ranch plans to extend its current
county-best playoff streak to fi ve straight seasons

2021 WIREGRASS RANCH BULLS

BY STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

schedule
2021 WIREGRASS RANCH BULLS

DATE  OPPONENT
Aug. 27  at Hernando
Sept. 3  WESLEY CHAPEL
Sept. 10 MITCHELL
Sept. 17  WHARTON
Sept. 24 at River Ridge
Oct.   1 at Strawberry Crest
Oct.   8 at Zephyrhills
Oct.  15 TAMPA BAY TECH
Oct.  22 at Armwood
Oct.  29 THE VILLAGES CHARTER

Last season: 7-4.
District: Class 7A, 
District 8
Coach Mark Kantor, 
seventh season.
Assistants:
John Grone
Brandon Tanner
Brian Surcy
Rey Urquiola
Quintin Smith
Anthony Becht
Lance Roberts
Jonas Rutledge
John Colella
Andrew Warner
Jorge Martinez
Ramon Rodriguez
Pat Jalmiste
Freddie Cruz
Ian Smart
Connor Sykes
Thomas AdamsSeveral of the Bulls’ varsity coaches are shown during media day.

13134 US HigHway 301 • DaDe City, FL 33525  
(352) 458-4700

Personal Injury • real estate law

BusIness & ConstruCtIon law

MarItal & faMIly law

wIlls, trusts & ProBate

BankIng & foreClosure

CrIMInal Defense anD traffIC

loCal governMent

lanDlorD-tenant law

Daniel w.
Burgess, jr. esq.

2004 Zephyrhills High
Graduate

Matthew e. 
Maggard, esq.
2003 Pasco High
Graduate

There’s No Traffic In The 
Extra Mile.

“Let Us Go Above and 
Beyond For You!”

Celebrating 55 Years in Martial Arts & Teaching in the Area for 43 Years

Earning a belt in Martial
Arts can be life changing…
• Great Healthy Exercise
• Respect • Confidence
• Focus • Conflict Resolution

NOW ENROLLING
DOUBLE YOUR ENROLLMENT*
Enroll for… 3 months, get 6 months!
6 months, get 12 months! 12 months, get 24 months!

(352) 518-9409 • 12240 S. US HigHway 301, DaDe City

Minimum 3-Month Enrollment 
Required. Offer Expires 9/30/21

Under Construction:
CHAMPIONS

BUILDING

WE’LL 
MATCH OR 
BEAT ANY 
ESTIMATE!

LABOR JUST $85 PER HOUR - WE BILL ACTUAL TIME SPENT, NOT INDUSTRY ESTIMATES
4 Bays  |  Clean and Spacious  |  Family Owned for 50 Years  |  All mechanics ASE certifi ed with 10+ years experience

4542 GALL BOULEVARD | ZEPHYRHILLS | 813-780-1132

FREE Vehicle Inspection and Diagnosis

*All work performed is subject to a $5.00 service fee and tax.www.thomasandsoninc.com M-F 9AM-4PM

TIME-OUT FOR
A SERVICE

10% OFF
PARTS & LABOR UP TO $100

Good on invoices up to $1,000.Cannot combine 
with other coupons. Expires 9/30/21

HOME of the $9.95* 
Oil Change

INCLUDES 5 QTS OF 5W20 
OR 5W30 AND FILTER

$5.00 OIL DISPOSAL FEE NOT INCLUDED.
*EXCLUDES HYUNDAI’S

 $4.99
ROTELLA 15W40

Cannot combine with other coupons. 
Expires 9/30/21

/QT

$85.00
BRAKE FLUID FLUSH
Cannot combine with other coupons. 

Expires 9/30/21ZHN

$85.00
COOLANT FLUSH
Cannot combine with other coupons. 

Expires 9/30/21ZHN

Cannot combine with other coupons. 
Expires 9/30/21

$85.00
SERPENTINE BELT
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2021 WIREGRASS RANCH BULLS

varsity
roster

No. Player  Position  Year
1 Bryson Rodgers ATH 11
2 Corneil McCrary RB 12
3 Rocco Becht QB 12
4 Tate Hayes WR 11
5 Malachi Mclaughlin WR, CB 12
6 Abram Beer OLB, SS 12
7 Kenneth Walker RB 11
8 Jared West WR, CB 10
9 Noah Coates WR, OLB 10
10 Davion Brown RB 11
11 Izaiah Williams WR, FS 10
12 Elijah Brown QB 10
14 Julian Gilmore WR, FS 12
15 Jeremy Caruso K, P 11
17 Nasir Martinez MLB 11
19 Ola Omoloye MLB   9
20 Isaiah Fitzpatrick WR, CB 10
21 Nate Kidd LB 12
22 Elijah Westbrooks CB, WR 11

No. Player  Position  Year
23 Aiden Perez CB 10
24 Robert Williamson TE, RB 12
25 Jaiden Barron RB, MLB 10
26 Wyatt Chapman CB 11
30 Alex Mcgill DE 12
33 Logan Meade WR, FS 12
50 Jaeden Ortiz NG 10
51 Tucker Schwab OG 12
53 Kennedy Nguyen OG 11
54 Christian Starkey T, DE
55 Logan Ridolph T 12
61 Brett James DT, T 11
64 Baron Dhungana C, OG 12
66 Devin Leathers DE, LB 11
72 Jacob Mascarelli OL 11
76 Cristian Loaiza T 12
82 Moses Kebede DE, TE 11
99 Jonah Perez G, DT 11

varsity
BULLS
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 The struggle for the Wildcats in 2021 looks to be the lack of 
full practices. Like other teams in the county, illnesses, injuries 
and weather present challenges. The 2021 Wildcats have had a 
veritable perfect storm of delays and occurrences that have kept 
them off  the practice fi elds. 
 “I think we’ve had no more than four or fi ve practices to 
completion,” Wildcat head coach Tony Egan said. “The wet bulb 
keeps us off  the fi eld until 2:30 or 3:30, then 10 minutes later a 
lightning delay takes us off  the fi eld.”
 The “wet bulb” is the weather device that measures tem-
perature and humidity to generate a number that says whether 
or not and for how long high school football teams can practice 
outside. In an autumn of record-breaking heat, Aug. 18 broke a 
record high in the Tampa area, those “too hot” numbers come up 
frequently. This early in the season, the gym isn’t available as the 
volleyball team is usually using it. The Wildcats are stuck in the 
weight room or doing “chalk talk.” 
 Egan is struggling to get his team reps. His skill players had 
the summer 7-on-7 to hone their skills. Egan scheduled a jambo-
ree-style scrimmage on Aug. 13 where his Wildcats played a half 
against Gulf. The Wildcats headed up to the Villages to play up 
for their pre season game.
 “I wanted to give them a test by playing a tough opponent 
and we were outmatched,” Egan said. “But I liked some things I 
saw. We showed some grit in the second quarter, stopping drives 
and tackling better.”

Veteran squad
 Two factors have broken Egan and the Wildcats’s way. First, 
they’ll have one of the most seasoned squads of Egan’s tenure 
and second, they have their biggest off ensive line. The veteran 
team is a huge asset. It could be what keeps the Wildcats from 
stumbling out of the gates. 
 “We only graduated four or fi ve players off  of last year’s 
team and only two or three of them played very much,” Egan 
said. “Everyone else is back. This is the deepest senior class, 16 
or 17 players - more than half the team.”
 If a coach were ever doomed to start the year light on prac-
tice, it had better be with a veteran team. Egan is going to have 
that in 2021. 
 While not the full time starter in 2020, Ethan Harper is a se-
nior veteran on the team. He did lead the Wildcats in passing, 
with just shy of 700 yards and seven touchdowns. Egan is excit-
ed to have Harper as the full time starter for 2021. He will have 
multiple and veteran targets to throw to.
 Dylan Chana is a 6-3 senior returner at receiver. Sebastian 
Gutierrez is a smaller but speedy senior receiver and Ayden 
Roysden is a 6-1 target, also a return-
ing senior, who will handle the punt-
ing duties. In the midst of all that 
veteran talent is senior star Nehemi-
ah Morgan. Morgan’s stock is going 
to rise in 2021 as he morphs into the 
Jelani Vassell of the Wildcats but with 
a larger frame. Morgan led the Wild-
cats in receiving last season with just 
under 400 yards. On defense he had 
just two interceptions but watch for 
both of those stats to jump this sea-
son. Jaylan Blake, the team’s leading 
rusher (485 yards, 4 TDs) also returns 
for his senior season.
 “The receivers all have good 
hands and speed, we just need to get 
them to run more crisp routes,” Egan 
said. “They’re even blocking pretty 
good.”
 The Wildcats also have one of 
the biggest off ensive lines in the last 
several years. Junior Max Hambrecht 
tips the tape at 6-4, 330 pounds. 6-3, 
270-pound Ryan Warren is a junior 
and probably the next biggest line-
man. Senior Tony Salatino and senior 
transfer Josiah Park are both in the 
235-250 pound range.

Back to basics
 The Wildcats, after having experimented with the pistol for-
mation last year, are going back to the I-Formation. This brings 
the full back into play and comes back into the wheelhouse of 
Egan’s run-fi rst preference. 5-11, 210-pound junior Mason Quinn 
was tapped for the position but stepping in for Quinn during 
an injury has been former off ensive lineman, senior William Ka-
nani.
 “(Kanani) ran a full back trap in the pre season game that 
broke for like 10 or 15 yards, he was so happy,” Egan said. “It’s 
fun to see things like that and now he (Kanani) is challenging 
Quinn for the spot.”
 The Wildcats can always go back to their spread formation 
if they need a big pass play but expect to see them running out 
of the “I” for most of their plays in close games. Egan and the 
Wildcats start the season with a tough trio of Sunlake, Wiregrass 
Ranch and Zephyrhills and cap the season against a perennial-
ly solid Mitchell team. If the Wildcats can avoid an 0-3 start to 
the season, they just might be able to make themselves relevant 
down the stretch. 

Wildcats hope veteran squad makes
up for dearth of practices

2021 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

BY ANDY WARRENER
Sports Reporter

DATE  OPPONENT
Aug. 27  at Sunlake
Sept. 3  at Wiregrass Ranch
Sept.  17 ZEPHYRHILLS
Sept. 24  FIVAY
Oct.    1  at Nature Coast Tech
Oct.    8  at River Ridge
Oct.  15  at Weeki Wachee
Oct.  22  HUDSON
Oct.  29  CYPRESS CREEK

schedule
2021 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

Last
season: 5-5.
District: Class 5A, 
District 9.

Coach Tony Egan, 
sixth season.

Assistants:
Mark Barnes
Brian Colding
Brian Cullum
Chris Harper
Kenny Roberts
Matt Smith
Mark Stewart

Wesley Chapel’s Nehemiah Morgan 
battles for extra yards in the road opener 
for 2021.

Visit our showroom today and let us help
you bring the ocean inside your home.
• Living • Dining • Bedroom • Mattresses
• Adjustable Beds • Lanai • Wall Décor • Pictures
• Rocker Relciners • Lighting • Mirrors• Clocks • Rugs and more!

4904 ALLEN RD., ZEPHYRHILLS
(NEXT TO BIG LOTS, OFF S.R. 54 WEST)

813-395-5920

Coastal Furniture & MattressCoastal Furniture & Mattress
Family Owned & Operated ACCEPTED 

HERE

PROMOTIONAL FINANCING AVAILABLE*

NO INTEREST FOR 12-MOS.*
ACCEPTED 
HERE

PROMOTIONAL FINANCING AVAILABLE*

(*Subject to credit approval. See store for details.)

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm
Sunday 10am-3pm

Visit our showroom today and let us helpVisit our showroom today and let us help

With our quality furniture & accents, fi nding
your seaside getaway is as simple as coming
home. Relaxation is your only responsibility.

At Lifetime Family, we believe in caring for the individual. 
More specifi cally, we believe each patient has his or her 
own unique needs. Our practitioners tailor treatment to 
each patient, and every individual is treated with care and 
understanding. We invite you to experience the Lifetime 
difference.”

-Dr.Jonathan Yousef DO,
“Your doctor for a lifetime”

Jennifer Pantaleo, PA
Board Certifi ed

Clinical Preceptor

Yana Maly, MSN, FNP-C
Board Certifed 

Clinical Preceptor

Heather Watford, MSN, FNP-C
Board Certifi ed 

Leonard Jack Stewart, P.A.

1  TEAM,  1  MISSION

“Experience the Lifetime Difference!”

BECAUSE ATHLETES AND EVEN 
“MATHLETES” NEED A PHYSICAL

6755 Gall Blvd. � Zephyrhills, FL 33542
(2 Buildings S. of Golden Corral)
(813) 395-0244
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am-5pm; 
every other Saturday 8:30am-3pm

5801 Argerian Drive � Wesley Chapel, FL 33545
(813) 991-4991
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5pm; 
Sat. 8:30am-3pm

www.LifeTimeUrgentCare.com

Urgent Care
• In-office Labs / Testing
• Cold/Flu • Strep
• Rash • Sutures • UTI • EKG

Adolescent Health Care
• School Physical
• College Physical
• Pediatric Exams (2+ years)

Specialty Exams
• Sports Physicals
• Car Accident
• Worker’s Compensation

Therapeutic Procedures
• Homeopathic Injections
• Osteopathic Manipulation
• Bio-identical Hormone Therapy

Dermatologic Procedures
Cosmetic Procedures / Services

Wellness Exam
Disease Management
Female & Male Health Exams

College 
Physicals 

$100

Two locations to care for you!

Back-To-School 
Physicals & 

Sports 
Physicals

$30

“Experience the Lifetime Difference!”
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“Experience the
Lifetime Difference!”

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!
(813) 783-2686

WELL DONE is better than WELL SAID.
Depend on KLEEN KARPET

“We’ve delivered 
an unparalleled 
level of clean 
since 1992

SPECIALIZING
IN CLEANING
• Smoke & Pet Odor
   Elimination and more! 
• Tile & Grout
• Furniture &
   Upholstery
• Carpet
• Stain Removal
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varsity  WILDCATS

2021 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

varsity
roster

No. Player  Position  Year
1 Jaylan Blake RB, DB 12
3 Sebastian Gutierrez WR 12
4 Ethan Harper QB, DB 12
5 Tre Hill    9
6 Mason Quinn LB, FB 11
7 Jalani Pilcher CB 11
8 Dylan McGinnis  11
9 Jorden Mccaslin MLB, RB 12
10 Ethan Chana LB, FB 11
11 Ayden Roysdon WR, LB 12
12 Brad Ford QB   9
15 Dylan Chana WR, DB 12
17 Nehemiah Morgan WR, FS 12
18 Collin Opperman  10
20 Maurice Wilkinson CB, QB, WR 10
21 Jayden Ramos WR 10
22 Braden Rice    9
23 Darius Pope-Bryant  12
25 Nathan Coleman DB, WR 12
26 Quel Moragne LB 11
28 Yael Diaz LB 10
30 Joshua Lindo K 11
32 Josh Poleon LB, FB 11
33 Emmanuel Park  10

No. Player  Position  Year
34 Malachi Miller    9
40 Wesley Young  10
44 Brady Barowski    9
45 Ricky Mingo  10
45 Kerel Joseph    9
50 Josiah Park  12
52 Jason Brown    9
53 William Kanani OL 12
54 Elijah Vega    9
56 Tony Salatino OL, DL 12
58 Benjamin Stay DL, OL   9
62 Evan Miller  10
63 Briac Riles OL, DL 12
70 Gabe Stewart DL 11
71 Nicholas Jenkins    9
72 Billy Rodriguez    9
74 Ryan Warren G, T 11
75 Nolan Boyd OL 12
76 Max Hembrecht OL, DL 11
77 Levi Lopez    9
80 Malik Burgos    9
81 Gabe Ramirez  12
88 Connor Libby DE, TE   9
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In just four seasons the Cypress Creek football team has 
made the playoffs twice. Two years ago marked the first 
winning season for the young Coyotes, who with a playoff loss 
still wound up at 6-5. Meanwhile, last year all Florida teams 
got in the playoffs, even Cypress Creek, which finished at 3-7.

This year, however, coach Mike Johnson, along with his 
coaching staff and players, firmly believe that not only is a 
postseason appearance feasible but a win in at least one round 
is as well.

“That’s the standard. We’ve been there,” he said of the 
playoffs. “We were on a steady rise until last year. I thought we 
had a lot better team than how we performed. Overall, I think 
we’re in a good spot.”

The Cypress Creek offense appears to be armed with more 
weapons than in recent years and are led by returning quar-
terback Owen Walls. Last year as a junior, he passed for 1,233 
yards with 13 touchdowns and just three interceptions. John-
son envisions even better numbers this year.

“Owen’s a special kid,” Johnson said. “I don’t know if I’ll 
have another Owen in 25 years. He’s the one that’s going to 
drive it all. It’s really neat to see because he’s taken another 
stop forward on just putting the offense in a position to be suc-
cessful.”

Walls has plenty of targets in a combination of running 
backs and receivers that include Andrew Burgess, Merrick 
Simmons, Dontrell Clerkley, Denere Jones, Tre Gibson and Ki-
one Roberson, a transfer from Texas. Add sophomores Shawn 
Smith and Milton Garcia to that mix.

 Plus, big things are expected from tight end Dylan Lol-
ley. Johnson considers Lolley, a solid blocker and receiver with 
good hands, as “another heart and soul leader. He can do ev-
erything.”
 Between that core group of running backs and receivers is a 
solid offensive line that will allow the Coyotes to “have multi-
formations. We’ll spread it out, we’ll have power,” Johnson 
said.
 While the coach is looking for five solid blockers up front, 
he expects seven of eight linemen to be interchanged during 
games. Not only will that keep them fresh, but it will allow for 
liberal substitutions on the defensive line as well.
 That unit up front consists of K.J. Campbell, Jack Carbone, 
Josh Dimarco, Duncan McAllister, Ethan Smith, Trindon Sy-
monds and Andrew Martinek.
 “They have the desire to protect our end (in the passing 
game) and push guys around in the running game,” Johnson 
said.
 On the other side of the ball, Tico 
Hernandez, who last season helped 
out with the offense, takes over as 
defensive coordinator and he has a 
few changes in mind. That unit, led 
by a deep and talented secondary, is 
expected to be more aggressive than 
ever before.
 “We’re not worried about the 
pressure of making a mistake,” he 
said. “We are going to attack. We’re 
going to constantly apply pressure. 
These are kids who are very athletic 

and they’ve got lots of experience.”
 The top foursome in the secondary is comprised of Sim-
mons, Burgess, Gibson and Logan Falk. In front of them is a trio 
of solid linebackers in Nicko Huitz, David Willins and Smith. 
The defensive line features some of the aforementioned offen-
sive linemen, as well as Vincent Tre, James Cleary, Jones and 
Lolley, who Hernandez describes as “a Division I prospect.”
 Overall, he predicted that the front seven combination of 
defensive linemen and linebackers “will do very well with 
tackles for a loss and sacks.”
 Like the offense, Hernandez aims to interchange his de-
fenders in an all-out effort to be better prepared to go full-bore 
at the end of games when the outcome is on the line.
 With much more depth and talent than in previous sea-
sons, Johnson feels that he can have 22 starters (11 on offense 
and 11 on defense). Still, he noted, “I do want my 11 best out 
there.”

Coyotes aim to open up passing game, attack 
more on defense in bid for first playoff win

2021 CYPRESS CREEK COYOTES

By Steve Lee
Sports Reporter

DaTE  OPPOnEnT
Sept. 3  BONITA SPRINGS
Sept.  10 SUNLAKE
Sept. 17  NATURE COAST TECH
Sept. 24  SOUTH SUMTER
Oct.    1  at Hudson
Oct.    8  at Land O’Lakes
Oct.  15  ZEPHYRHILLS
Oct.  22  at Weeki Wachee
Oct.  29  at Wesley Chapel
Nov.   5  at Gulf

schedule
2021 CYPRESS CREEK COYOTES

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

Last Season: 3-7.
District: Class 5A, 
District 9

Coach
Michael Johnson, 
fifth season
assistants:
Tico Hernandez
Angel Ramos
Jon Altonen
Darrell Davis
Will Fulmer
Seth Petty
Robb Sercu
Willie Thacker
Sam Mazzeo
Dave Dimarco
Aman Patel
Jeff Barnes
Gary Silcott
Nate BaileyOn media day, most of Cypress Creek’s varsity and junior varsity football coaches got together for a group photo.

Our Famous 
Fish & Chips
Choice of Haddock or Flounder
Served with Fries, Coleslaw & freshly 
brewed Iced Tea
Add ¼ lb. FRIED SHRIMP for $4.99

Homemade
Sauces & Alfredo!

ALL DAY

It’s a great day to bring
the family or a friend!

PASTA
ENTRÉE

$11.99 Cod & Shrimp 
Combo

Served with Fries, Coleslaw &
freshly brewed Iced Tea

$12.99

Tuna Melt Tuesday
11:30am-3:30pm

Choice of Fries or Tator Tots

$9.99

Steak Tip Tuesdsay
ALL DAY
½ lb. Sirloin Steak Tips grilled with peppers 
& onions, and � nished with a light brown 
gravy. Served with your choice
of 2-sides. $14.99

OPEN 7 DAYS Sun. – Thurs. 11:30am-7pm;  Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-8pm

ONLINE ORDERING: www.chowderhouseonline.com
All advertised prices are cash discount. Major credit cards and Touchless Apple Pay accepted.

FISHERMAN’S
PLATTER

BOOM BOOM
SHRIMP

ALASKAN
SNOW CRABS

RESTAURANT

$11.99 Cod & Shrimp 

$12.99

THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

ALL DAY

SHRIMP LOVERS Sarah Jo’s All U Can Eat Shrimp
Fried • Grilled • Buff alo • Boom Boom • BBQ Topped with
Bacon. Served with Fries & Coleslaw & Freshly Brewed Ice Tea.

$17.99
$18.99

Fish & Chips
All wild caught Flounder or Haddock.
Served with Fries, Coleslaw & Freshly Brewed Ice Tea.

ALL DAY $10.99

SAVE A LOT PLAZA, behind Amscot
36626 STATE ROAD 54 WEST, 

ZEPHYRHILLS

CALL AHEAD SEATING (813) 780-8396

B&N LENZ ENTERPRISES, LLC
Nils R. Lenz, 
MBA, EA

PROVIDING FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT, ON-DEMAND 
EXECUTION OF YOUR FINANCIAL PROJECT.

Call today! (813) 782-9491
39104 3RD AVE.

ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542-5264

ACCOUNTANT - Business / Individual

• Tax Planning Preparation
• Bookkeeping
• Business Start Up Counseling

It’s a Numbers Game.
Let Us Help You Reach Your Goal!

Are you having problems with the IRS?
Enrolled Agent • Qualifi ed to Practice Before the IRS

38023 Medical center ave., Zephyrhills, Fl 33542
(Located next to Hospital in the blue roof buildings)

(813) 715-2812

Susan Hinds, APRN  
Cynthia Fagan, APRN
Susanna Costello, APRN

Walk-ins Welcome! 
infants thru age 24

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 2pm-9pm; 
Saturday 9am-1pm Accepting: Self Pay, Private

Insurance and Medicaid

physical eXaMs  
• School / Day Care Physicals 
• Camp Physicals  
• Sports Physicals  
• CDL – DOT Physicals

laBOratOry testinG
• DOT Federal Drug / Alcohol
• Urine Drug Testing
• DNA Testing

$25.00
School & Sports 

Physicals

HEALTHY Kids,
HEALTHY schOOls
carinG is What We dO Best!
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varsity
COYOTES

2021 CYPRESS CREEK COYOTES

varsity
roster

No. Player  Position  Year
1 Andrew Burgess ATH 12
2 Merrick Simmons WR/DB 12
3 Tre Gibson ATH 11
4 Michael Marshall RB/LB 12
5 Dontrell Clerkley WR/CB 12
7 Kione Roberson RB/DB 12
10 Denere Jones WR/CB 12
11 Owen Walls QB/CB 12
12 Logan Falk RB/DB 10
13 Shawn Smith WR/DB 10
14 Roman Sercu QB/CB 9
15 Logan Lugo WR/DB 11
18 Austin Proffi tt WR/DB 12
19 Jack Niemann QB/CB 10
20 Alex Dulaski FB/LB 11
22 Michael Mysholowsky RB/LB 11
23 Milton Gracia WR/DB 10
24 David Willins RB/LB 12
25 Nikco Huitz RB/LB 12
30 Kyson Dickerson RB/DB 11
32 Colton Corrao K/P 12
33 Andrew Alvarez OL/DL 10
40 JT Agnes TE/LB 11
41 Hays Johnson RB/LB 12

No. Player  Position  Year 
42 Jeremey McNamara TE/DL 12
44 Joshua Nickerson TE/DE 10
50 Jack Carbone OL/DL 11
51 Austin Slusher OL/DL 10
52 Vincent Tre OL/DL 11
53 Coy Martin OL/DL 10
55 James Cleary OL/DL 12
60 Trindon Symonds OL/DL 10
61 Judson Findley OL/DL 10
62 Dalton Gulley OL/DL 11
64 Jason Cruz OL/DL 11
65 Josh Dimarco OL/DL 11
66 Reagan Rivera OL/DL 11
70 Reece Merrell OL/DL 11
71 Karl Campbell OL/DL 12
72 Duncan McAllister OL/DL 10
75 Andrew Martinek OL/DL 12
80 Dominic Kruse WR/DB 11
81 Cristian Gregory WR/DB 11
82 Nehemiah Ferrin RB/DB 11
84 Jackson Zebra WR/DB 9
85 Aman Patel WR/DB 9
88 Dylan Lolley TE/DL 11
95 Andre Hall OL/DL 11

Why no glass? 
When glass breaks 

it becomes a 
contaminant to the 

materials in the 
overall recycling 

stream. 

NO GLASS RECYCLING REMINDER. 

TEAMWORK MAKES THE 
DREAM WORK!

NO Plastic Bags
NO Milk or Juice Cartons
NO Tanglers
NO Trashed or Bagged Recycling
NO Styrofoam
NO Glass

For questions, please email us at:
pubworks@ci.zephyrhills.fl .us or 

call our offi ce at

(813) 780-0022

NOTHING Bigger Than 
a Cat Litter Container

Keep America Beautiful
By Taking Care of the Environment

and Living Sustainably!

Smoked Pork, Beef 
Brisket, BBQ Chicken, 
and Sweet and Smokey or 
House Dry-Rubbed Ribs, 
plus three Sidekicks, 
garlic bread or homemade cornbread 
and four soft drinks. Serves four.

CaNnOt bE cOmBiNeD wItH aNy oThEr pRoMoTiOnS, dIsCoUnTs oR cOuPoNs.

ZEPHRHILLS LOCATION ONLY
6606 GALL BLVD. | ZEPHYRHILLS
813.782.4272
HOURS: 11am-9pm Sunday thru Thursday
11am-9pm Friday and Saturday

wWw.sOnNySbBq.cOm



16 |  PIGSKIN PREVIEW  |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021  |  THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS

Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm
Saturday 8:30am-3pm

CARPET & FLOOR SOURCE
5527 GALL BLVD.
813.780.6397

MID FLORIDA FLOORING
5045 GALL BLVD.
813.779.3201

Visit one of our Zephyrhills Showrooms! 

We specialize in RV’s and Motorhomes!
Huge Selection of Remnants!

FREE Shop At-Home Service. We’ll Bring 
Floor Samples to You!
FREE In-Home Estimates!

• Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl
• Hardwood • Ceramic Tile • Blinds
• Bathroom Remodeling

WE OUTWORK THE
COMPETITION!

Price includes installation 

CARPET $2.29
per sq. ft.s.a.

$4.50VINYL s.a. per sq. ft.

$5.50LAMINATE
s.a. per sq. ft.

OPEN 7 DAYS • FREE DELIVERY!
Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm; Sat. 9am-4pm;

Sunday 10am-3pm

YOUR HOMETOWN PHARMACY WITH WORLD CLASS SERVICE

813-395-6161

Across the street from Kaufman Eye Institute

COVID VACCINATIONS
Most Major Insurances Accepted

www.zephyrhillspharmacy.com

Meet Your 
Trusted
Pharmacist 
Sam

6242 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS

35+ Micro Craft Beers

36548 SR 54 WEST
IN SHOPPING CENTER BEHIND AMSCOT

(813) 783-8380

5046 GALL BLVD.
NEXT TO DOMINOS PIZZA

(813) 782-7878

ZEPHYRHILLS

MON.-THURS. 8AM-9PM • FRI. & SAT. 8AM-11PM • SUN. 11AM-8PM

Special Orders Accepted! 

WE MATCH LOCAL COMPETITOR’S
ADVERTISED SPECIALS WITH THEIR LOCAL AD

*Deliveries 
end 1 hour 
before 
closing time.

Catch a large variety of fresh
sandwiches, wraps, salads, sides &

sweet treats! 

Catering & Platters 
Available

39013 CR 54 EAST, ZEPHYRHILLS • 813-783-6396

GOT A GAME PLAN?

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Mon.-Sat. 10am-7pm; Closed on Sunday

FREE
LOCAL

DELIVERY

at

Zephyrhills Bulldog junior varsity football team.

Pasco Pirates junior varsity 
football team.

Wiregrass Ranch junior varsity 
football team.

Cypress Creek Coyetes junior
varsity football team.

5002 SEVENTH STREET ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542

From Our Staff:  MaryAnn, Kim, Tim & Timmy Sanders,
Amy Monbarren, Pat Baldwin, Sierra Morgan and Kayla Glover

Wire Outs
tO Any DestinAtiOn 

• Dish Gardens • Silk Flowers 
• Snack, Fruit and Gift Baskets 
•  Fresh Floral Arrangements

813.788.2874
Family Owned and Operated, 43 Years in Business

Chew Em'Up 
Bulldogs

Known for our variety of food and 42
flavors of great ice cream all at low prices!

4930 Allen Rd., ZephyRhills • Big lots shopping CenteR  (813) 782-4303

$1.35 CONES

Dice’s Dairy n’Dog
… visit us once and you’re sure to come back! 

ALL DAY – EVERY DAY!  
Soft Serve Only.

A FAN FAVORITE




