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Friday Night Football returns with

olayoft prospects tor three of the six teams
In our coverage area

By STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

In what has become an annual tradition, this marks the fifth
straight year of The Zephyrhills News previewing six local high
school football teams in east and central Pasco. That list once
was limited to hometown Zephyrhills, arch-rival Pasco in Dade
City, Wesley Chapel and Wiregrass Ranch.

Cypress Creek, which enters its sixth season and is based
in Wesley Chapel, along with Zephyrhills Christian Academy,
which started out in six-man football and is a private school with
students from kindergarten through the 12th grade, have since
been added.

Coming off playoff seasons are Zephyrhills, Zephyrhills
Christian Academy, Wiregrass Ranch and Wesley Chapel. This
year, however, the two Zephyrhills-based schools and Cypress
Creek might be the only teams that make it.

The Bulldogs have played in the postseason in seven of
the past eight years. The Warriors, wﬁo last year advanced
the furthest to the region semifinals have five straight postsea-
son berths. The Bulls, who always play a host of Hillsborough
County teams due to a higher student population than our other
schools, have six consecutive playoff appearances.

While Zephyrhills and Zephyrhills Christian are expect-
ed to make playoff runs in 2022, Wiregrass Ranch might ﬁave
too much to overcome with the graduation of its quarterback
— Rocco Becht, son of former Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end
Anthony Becht, signed with Iowa State — and the transfer of his
heir apparent. Brendyn Colella, Wiregrass Ranch’s junior varsity
signal-caller last year, now leads the Zephyrhills offense.

Below: The revamped Pirates take the field during their pre season opener against River Ridge.
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Starting with Zephyrhills, coach Nick Carroll is counting on
Colella and standout wide receivers D.J. Pickett, who grew up
playing youth football in Zephyrhills and returned after one sea-
son at Carrollwood Day School, Jakobe Campbell, Azuri Jackson
and Maddox Rivera.

Led by Fred Adams, a transfer from Zephyrhills Christian,
the ground game will be a running by committee approach be-
hind an offensive line anchored by Gabe Coveny. The defense is
led by a front seven featuring Calob Durham, Blake Yearby and
Rodney Smith.

Zephyrhills Christian lost some transfers and gained some,
making a repeat of last year’s 9-3 season dependent on a mix of
newcomers and key returners.

In a season-opening win 34-14 win over Lake Placid, the
Warriors displayed plenty of balance on offense. Quarterback
Parker Stinkorb passes for 129 yards with a touchdown and an
interception while Alex Cruz, a transfer from Wiregrass Ranch,
gained 100 yards on the ground and scored a touchdown.

At Cypress Creek, Owen Walls’ 1,917 yards and 17 touch-
downs will be missed. Entrusted as the new signal-caller is Jack
Neimann, last year’s junior varsity starter who is banking on
that experience to carry over. He'll get help offensively from
Malachi Askin, who ran for 217 yards and a touchdown in the
season opener.

On defense, the Coyotes will be led by linebacker Logan
Falk, who had 15 tackles and 3.5 sacks in the opener, Milton Gra-
cia, Gerron Bush, Cristian Gregory and Zyron Davis.

Wesley Chapel has key returners in Mason Quinn and line-
backer ]osﬁua Poleon. Welsey Young will lead the ground game.

At Wiregrass Ranch, Kantor was stuck after the departure
of Colella with Elijah Brown and backup Lincoln Kennedy not

faring well at quarterback. Third stringer Jordiel Barrios had

the only pass completion in a tough loss to Manatee in the first
ame.

& Wide receiver Bryson Rodgers, who has committed to Ohio

State, and running back Kenny Walker will lead the Bulls’ bal-

anced attack.

As is always the case, Zephyrhills Christian lost some key
players to graduation or transfers and welcomed several under-
classmen and transfers. The Warriors have made five straight
playoff appearances and are coming off a 9-3 season.

Pasco, which has struggled in recent years after an impres-
sive run of eight consecutive postseason berths, appears far from
a playoff contender and once again has a new coach in Alphonso
Freeney. He replaced Jason Stokes, who coached the Pirates for
three years including last season when they went winless at 0-8.

Freeney is entrusted with changing the culture. The pro-
gram got a boost when the combined varsity and junior varsity
rosters swelled to more than 80 by the time preseason began.

Steve Lee and Andy Warrener will cover these teams
throughout the season. Also contributing to this tab are adver-
tising sales manager Theresa LeBlanc, graphic designer Nancy
King, accounting manager Cindy DeMatteo, receptionist Jose-
phine Light, circulation manager James Bannon and, of course,
publisher / owner Jan Linville.

Below:The ZCA Warriors break through the tunnel to start their
2022 regular season.
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Zephyrhills Bulldogs aim to confinue impressive
playoft run and get a litle deeper once they get there

By STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

So far, there has been some good, bad and ugly with the
Zephyrhills High football team. The Bulldogs dominated in a
43-0 preseason win over Sunshine Athletic Conference rival
Land O’ Lakes before winding up on the wrong end of an ugly
33-0 rout by perennial powerhouse Lake Wales in a season-
opening road game.

Coach Nick Carroll clearly was not overly thrilled with the
way the regular season began, especially with six turnovers bog-
ging down the offense. Nonetheless, he said, “we’ll move for-
ward” and that the early mistakes are “correctable.”

That entails moving past the regular season, which has be-
come the norm for the Bulldogs. The local team went 9-2 last sea-
son, winning a district title before bowing out of the postseason
with a narrow 12-10 loss in the first round against St. Petersburg
Gibbs.

There are, however, some daunting challenges in a drive to
extend a current run that includes seven postseason appearanc-
es in the past eight years. Zephyrhills is in a newly realigned dis-
trict — 3 Suburban, District 7 with nearby rivals Pasco, Wesley
Chapel and Cypress Creek.

Additionally, a daunting schedule also includes tough
teams in Wiregrass Ranch, which has seven straight playoff ap-
pearances, Lakeland Kathleen Dunnellon, the Villages Charter
and IMG Academy.

As for the players, two-year starter Jaxson Rivera, who in
addition to playing quarterback punted and handled kicking

&

OPEN 7 DAYS oo
CALL AHEADSEATING Ask Your

3) 780- S
(813)780-8396 . :L‘t’gur

Daily Deals

Field for Fresh

duties, graduated. Stepping in as the starter is Brendyn Colella,
a junior transfer from Wiregrass Ranch who last year was the ju-
nior varsity quarterback for that school.

“Ijust thought it would be good for me to find a new envi-
ronment,” Colella said, alluding to a quarterback competition
with Elijah Brown, who now is the Wiregrass Ranch quarter-
back. “Ilike how Zephyrhills is a tough team and it’s not too far
away (from his home in Wesley Chapel).”

Colella is joined at Zephyrhills by his brother Lukas, a tight
end/linebacker. His father John also has gone from being an as-
sistant at Wiregrass Ranch to the same role at Zephyrhills.

“I want to see our offense progress and it’s not just throw-
ing the ball. I think he has the tools to throw really well,” Carroll
said of Colella, who passed for 371 yards and four touchdowns
in the preseason victory. “Early on he was listening and trying to
understand the offense.”

The offense was dealt a serious blow when Fred Adams, a
transfer from Zephyrhills Christian Academy, suffered a collar-
bone injury and could be out for a while. Adams has made an
impression as a defensive back, run-
ning back and slot receiver.

That still leaves D.J. Pickett, who
grew up playing football in the lo-
cal Zephyrhills youth program be-
fore transferring to Carrollwood Day
School and coming back to Zephyr-
hills this season. Pickett had three
touchdown catches in the preseason
game.

Last

season: 10-2
Class: 3 Suburban,
District 7

seventh season.
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“I'mback home,” declared Pickett, who is among numerous
family members to have played and coached for the Bulldogs.

There also is Azuri Jackson, a fast, surehanded receiver who
caught a scoring pass in the preseason game from backup quar-
terback Tristan Lennon. Maddox Rivera and Ben Raines are oth-
er targets for the quarterbacks.

Anchoring the offensive line are tackle Gabe Coveny and
guard Xavier Salgado.

Defensively, a group of stalwart linemen and linebackers in-
clude Calob Durham, Blake Yearby, Brody Switzer and Rodney
Smith. The defensive backs, most of whom also can play offense
and as receivers, are Maddox, Pickett, Adams, Campbell and
Theodore Sands.

Unlike recent years in which the Bulldogs have had one fea-
ture running back getting the bulk of carries, Carroll described
this year’s approach to the running game as “a backfield by
committee.”

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

DATE

Aug. 19
Aug. 26
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 30
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov. 4
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LAND O’LAKES
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at Wiregrass Ranch

IMG ACADEMY WHITE
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SOUTH SUMTER

at Pasco

at Kathleen
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DUNNELLON
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Gene Whitfield, LFD, Ernestine Whitfield,
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. No. Player Position Year No. Player Position Year

VC] rS”-y 1 Maddox Rivera 12 22 Tayshaun Jamison RB 1

roster 2  BenRaines WR 12 27 Malachi Woodard RB 10
3 Jakobe Campbell 1 30 Roe Miller WR,RB 9
4  Fred Adams FS 10 34 Jeremiah Bland 12
5  DJ Pickett ATH 10 45 Ashton Lopp WR 1
6  Brendyn Colella QB 1 50 Blake Yearby C,MLB 12
7  Theordore Sands WR,CB 1 55 Brody Switzer MLB,G 10
8  Fred Maixner 1 56 Giovanni Montes De Oca  OL 10
9  Jacavien McGovern QB 1 56 Madlik Dillard DT, MLB 11
10 Rodney Smith 1 60 Samaryn Black 10
11 Vikai Dexter TE, DE 1 61 Xavier Salgado G 12
12 Jaden Jones RB, OLB, MLB 10 62 Logan Lagrone 1
13  Tristan Lennon QB, OLB, TE 10 63 Jared Apple DT 10
14 Christian Clemens K 12 65 Jordan McDaniel 1
16 Nate Rios Rivera K, P 1 66 Gabe Coveny T, DT 12
19 Rylan Pickett CB 1 72  Christian Velasquez 1
20 Marcell Tucker CB,WR 12 77 Calob Durham DT, TG 12
20 Tristan Cowley OLB, RB Eric Johnson 12
21  Lukas Colella RB, TE, OLB 10

Score

DENISE

= 4
SHARON BARBER STYLIST

STYLIST/ OWNER

(813) 782-7288

Beauty Salon / Barber
Since 1975
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FREE PIE
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MONDAY & TUESDAY ALL DAY!
5214 Gall Blvd. « Zephyrhills « (813) 782-9556

*0ne slice of pie per person, per dine-in
Entrée purchase, per visit.

4



C VMK

6 | PIGSKIN PREVIEW | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

Following a dismal end to the 2021 season,
the revamped Pasco Pirates are looking to

stake some claims

By ANDY WARRENER
Sports Reporter

The 2021 season was a disaster for the Pasco Pirates. The
showed some promise in their first two years under then—coacﬁ
Jason Stokes. However, Stokes’s third season opened up with a
rash of injuries and blowout losses. Problems compounded and
the season completely imploded. Stokes moved on and so did
the Pirates.

The Pirates would not wait long to move on. By December,
they’d tapped former Mitchell coach Alphonso Freeney for the
task. It was going to be no small task. Freeney played collegiate-
ly at Jacksonville State and was an assistant coach at Mitchell
for a few years but this would be his first undertaking of a head
coaching position. Also, there were 22 student-athletes at the
team meeting when school administrators introduced Freeney.

It was very much starting from scratch. Yet, starting from
scratch gave Freeney an opportunity as well as an obstacle. He
could instill a culture, rather than have to replace one.

“One of our big things at the beginning was goal-setting,”
Freeney said. “We want to create a standard, a culture that these
kids want to be around. We stressed grades and setting expecta-
tions. It seemed like the kids wanted that, we think they’d been
waiting for that. It played out in the weight room over the sum-
mer, kids were seeing their hard work pay off, their numbers
jump, their bodies change.”

Freeney continued to build. Basically the entire coaching
staff was replaced. Only coach Darryl Nobles was retained from
last season. The coaching staff set right to work. They managed
to field a team for the Spring Game. Not only that but they took
crosstown rival Cypress Creek and Pinellas County’s Saint Pe-
tersburg Catholic to the buzzer in two quarters of action against
each team.

The numbers started to grow. By the start of fall football the
numbers in the locker room had swelled to 60. By the Pirates’s
first preseason game against River Ridge they were pushing 80
players between both JV and varsity. Despite it being preseason,
the Pirates showed out, defeating visiting River Ridge 22-18.

The Pirates hit JJ Johnson for an 80-yard touchdown to start
the game. Quarterback Angel Miles also hit Tyrese Grose, the
hulking middle linebacker, for a touchdown in the first half. In
second half action, the Pirates scored a fourth-quarter touch-
down and two-point conversion to secure the win. A more aus-
picious start could not have been ordered as the Pirates open
the regular season at East Ridge in Clermont. Let’s take a look at
some of the key players in the 2022 season.

Quarterback

The Pirates are going to go with two quarterbacks, at least
initially, this season. Junior Angel Miles (6-1, 185) cuts the better
physical figure than senior Enrique Matos (5-7, 155) but it was
Matos that stepped in and played quarterback last season when
there were little other options. Matos gives the team a good run
option at the position and is the more experienced of the two.
Miles is new to the position but made some solid throws in the
preseason opener.

“Matos makes good decisions, can do things with his legs
and arms and the kids seem to rally behind him,” Freeney said.
“Miles throws and runs well and looks like a D1 talent if you see

4

| THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS

him pliﬁ.”
Both quarterbacks play wide receiver as well.

Running back

The Pirates have several options here but three runners
have emerged as top candidates. Senior Tayshaun Balmir ap-
pears to be leading tﬁe pack. The 5-9, 180-pound back had close
to 200 rushing yards in the Spring. He had a 40-yard run in the
preseason game called back on a holding penalty. Freeney says
Balmir has, “elite speed and legit four-four (four-second, 40-
yard dash time).” Freeney likes his physical manner of running
the ball. Expect Balmir to get the lion’s share of carries in 2022.

Behind Balmir are junior Julius Hill and sophomore Leroy
Vickers. Hill is new to the sport but Freeney hopes his learning
curve is quick. Vickers is more of the downhill/ full back type of
runner, who will flip around and play linebacker.

“When he (Hill) puts it together, he’s going to be some-
thing,” Freeney said.

Wide receiver

Top receiving threat and player who Freeney thinks is go-
ir‘ll% to make the most noise is junior JJ Johnson. Johnson was an-
other victim of the quarterback carousel last season. Now, he’s
back at his natural position and he should shine there. A couple
of big plays in the preseason game against River Ridge foreshad-
owed the kind of contributions coaches hope Johnson provides
this season.

Wesley Chapel transfer Jelani Pilcher and sophomore Na-
zyrh Freeman provide complements to Johnson. Both are at least
6-2 targets for whichever quarterback is under center. Junior Ca-
leb Samuels is a wildcard at the position to keep an eye on.

Offensive/defensive line/misc.

One number to keep an eye on
in the trenches this season is 50 in
senior Anthony Pratt. Pratt will line
up at left guard on offense and de-
fensive end. He’s not the biggest guy
on the team, going just 6-1, 185 but
coaches are excited about what he
brings to the table.

“He (Pratt) is a go-getter, a hard
worker,” Freeney said. “He may be
undersized but he’s going to fight to
win every rep.”

He will be needed. The Pirates Last
field a bevy of sophomores around season: 0-8.
Pratt. Pratt and senior Cody Juarez Class: 3 Suburban
are going to be the players on de- . !
fense that coaches look to. The Pi- District 7.
rates best prospect on the defen-
sive line aCtIl),laﬂ}}: plays middle line- Coach Alphonso
backer. Junior Tyreese Grose has the Freeney,

squatty, fire-hydrant look, emblem-
atic of defensive tackles but Freeney

first season.

likes him playing back a few steps. Assistants:
“He (Grose) looks like a defen- Irnee Pt

sive lineman,” Freeney said. “He is

the heart and soul of the defense, Cortez Stubbs

he’s bought into the system and he’s Tyler Wilkes

developing leadership skills, making
sure people are lined up right.”
Grose doesn’t have the side-
line to sideline speed one looks for
in a middle linebacker but he moves
downhill in a hurry and should
prove a stingy run-stuffer from his

Darryl Nobles
Joshua Ross

Joseph Howell
Brian Singleton

Pirates look to emerge from ashes in 2022

position. Grose will also flip around and play tight end. He
caught a touchdown pass in the Spring Game. Behind Grose,
quarterback Miles will survey the field from his safety position.

“When those two (Grose and Miles) are flying around back
theﬁ*e, it’s really something,” Freeney said. “And they both love
to hit.”

Senior kicker Juan Sanchez takes over kicking duties and
Freeney says he is good at putting kickoffs in the end zone. San-
chez was 2-for-2 with his extra points in the preseason game.

Predictions?

The Pirates are back in a local district again after moonlight-
ing with Hernando and Citrus County schools last season. This
year, they are back with local rivals Cypress Creek and Wesley
Chapel. 9-Mile rival Zephyrhills is also in the new district align-
ment. It’s hard to imagine the Pirates being ready in time to seri-
ously threaten the Bulldogs but they have a chance against most
of the other teams on their schedule.

The Auburndale game is going to be a loss, the Blood-
hounds were 9-1 a year ago. Hernando and Hudson posted re-
spectable records, 6-6 and 5-3, respectively but the other games
on the schedule are very winnable.

There were just six wins between East Ridge, Fivay, Crystal
River and Central last season, with Central and East Ridge both
going 0-10. Five, maybe six wins is a good season for the new Pi-
rates.

The key to this year’s Pirate team is how fast they improve.
They are starting further behind most teams but their learning
curve will be steep. Facing Pasco in the early part of the season
is a good idea if you want to beat them. By October, they should
be pulling even with teams that started alzl,ead of them.

2022 PASCO PIRATES

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

DATE ~ OPPONENT
Aug. 19 RIVER RIDGE
Aug. 26 ot East Ridge
Sept. 2 atFivay

Sept. 9 atHudson
Sept. 16 HERNANDO
Sept. 30 CYPRESS CREEK
Oct. 7 AUBURNDALE
Oct. 14 ZEPHYRHILLS
Oct. 21 CRYSTALRIVER
Oct. 28 at Wesley Chapel
Nov. 4 CENTRAL

(3/4 mile W. of Zephyr Park)

Kickoft...

Fall with a Healthy Best Friend.

DR )
PETHOOD®S

PLANNE

Est. 2010

volume spay and neuter program that meets

2 LOCATIONS T0 SERVE You!

ZEPHYRHILLS “(g WESLEY
Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm

37813 SR 54 West

#

33931 SR

sﬁ' '
Sy
(813) 779-7000 LV‘;

www.plannedpethoodpasco.com

“Dedicated to providing a high quality, high

exceeds current veterinary standards of care.”

_ Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm

(2 buildings W. of Pasco County Library)
(813) 524-6400

LOW-COST ULTRASOUNDS

Available in WESLEY CHAPEL
by Appointment

LOW COST SPAY & NEUTER
WELLNESS & VACCINES

Surgery by Appointment:
Drop off time 8am
Clinic Hours: 9:30am - 2:00pm

EXPRESS VACCINATION
Zephyrhills - Tuesday
Wesley Chapel - Friday

WELLNESS CLINIC /VACCINATION
Zephyrhills
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri, Sat.

Wesley Chapel
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thur.

Grooming Available at
Both Locations

or

CHAPEL

94 West

Continues

RESIDEN

Merillat

CLASSIC?
—GCOLLEGTION=—

Mevrillat

CLASSIC®
B —GCOLLEGTION—

KITCHEN & BATH

TIAL / COMMERCIAL Our showroom offers an

for every budget.

e Wood and Laminate Cabinets

« Countertops:
Quartz, Granit & Laminate

Design Consultation!

extensive selection of samples

* Many Cabinet Door Selections

In-Home Measurement &

38535 PALM GROVE DRIVE, ZEPHYRHILLS
(off Highway 301, Southside of Zephyrhills)

The Tradition Tekeyour cabinets far  UPDATE YOUR LOOK, STORAGE
beyond simple storage. AND STYLE.

TATEWID

Custom Cabinets

Since 1972, 3-generations of skilled cabinetmakers
providing quality and service second to none!

MERILL#AT «SABINETRY

Hwy. 301
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2022 PASCO PIRATES

o No Player Position Year No. Player Position Year
1 Enrique Matos WR, SS 12 42 Brady Bass MLB 10
VO rSI 2 Tayshaun Balmir RB, CB 12 44 DJ Pope G, DT 1
-I- 3 Willie Reed WR, OLB 12 50 Anthony Pratt G, DE 12
rosier 4 Nazyrh Freeman WR, CB 10 51 Christopher Jones MLB 12
5 Jalani Pilcher WR, DB 12 53 Anthony Lane G, DE 9
6 Kayleb Samuel WR, OLB n 54 J'shawn Jones TE, MLB 12
7 Angel Miles QB, WR, FS 1 55 Allen Clark NG 1
8 Julious Hill RB, OLB 1 56 Julien Robledo 1
9 Amari Williams WR, CB 10 57 Logan Fernandez T, G, DT 1
12 Leroi Vickers RB, MLB 10 58 Kiah’eze Russell OG, DT 10
14 Cam Riche WR, CB 12 60 Kenneth Meeks C OT 10
15 Anthony Cozzolino TE, MLB 1 61 Jadon Robinson T, G, DT 1
16 Jackson Dietsch QB 9 62 Joseph Knight T,G, DT 10
17 Zabrian Hammond WR, CB 1 63 Rudy Sanchez G, DT 10
18 Cody Juarez DE 12 64 Juan Torres G, DT 10
19 Cameron Toomer WR, OLB 10 65 Tahir Richards T, DT 10
20 Leonardo Ingalls WR, TE, MLB 10 66 Ethen Frederick T 9
21 Vincent Irizarry RB, MLB 1 70 Mehki Jordan G, DT 1
23 JJ Johnson WR, CB, FS 1 71 Lukas Gilbert T, G, DT 10
24 Ethan Humphries TE, OLB 12 72 Braden Jones C 12
27 Sage Stinyard RB, FS 9 73 Mason Pippin T,C 10
28 Nico Torres WR, OLB 1 77 Jamar Mention G, DT n
29 Chance Lowe WR, FS 10 79 Austin Padron C 12
33 Jalandis Smith RB, OLB 9 80 Juan Sanchez K, P 12
34 Desmick Davis DE 1 83 Luis Stanley TE 10
84 Tyreese Grose T, MLB 1

Tradition
Continues

No matter who is
victorious, everyone’s
a winner. Best of luck

Patients
Welcome!

From Cleanings and Fillings to Crowns,
Dentures and Implants, we have the skills and expertise
to improve and maintain your oral health.

Dental Repairs and Quick Turnaround

Denture Repair and Reline Service
Call (813) 788-0451 today! There’s no

need to travel to Tampa or Lakeland for  CareCredit® to all this season and
an emergency dental care provider. Patient Payment Plans
37153 STATE ROAD 54 Ui SRR et
! Matthew S. Bryington D.M.D. M.S. ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542

&4 GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY (813) 788-0451

MINR
EMERGENCIES. i 47 2

MAJOR  Gde./ o3
ATTENTION. \ s ANE

INFANTSTHRUAGE24 0/ O

First

National Bank of Pasco
ESTD 1986

PHYSICAL EXAMS

. Nl WALK-INS
epors $25.00 - WELCOME!

« CDL - DOT Physicals School & Sports

Physicals LABORATORY
TESTING

« DOT Federal D / Alcohol
WEE CARE Bisiliis
+ DNA Testing
CLINIC

P : [OFE+{O]
Susan Hinds, APRN Accepting: Self Pay, Private Member ﬁfﬁﬁ

Susanna Costello, APRN (81 3) 71 5_281 2 Insurance and Medicaid FDIC % 5’?’%

www.FNBPasco.com (RSl

Official Bank of the
American Dream™

38023 MEDICAL CENTER AVE., ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542
(Located next to Hospital in the blue roof buildings)
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The Warriors lost some key pieces to their
successful 9-3 season in 2021 but they ve
got several key players from elsewhere

to mitigate the loss

By ANDY WARRENER
Sports Reporter

Transition has bitten the 2022 Warriors...hard. They had a
huge prospect in freshman quarterback Jayce Nixon, one that
could have potentially locked up four solid years at the position.
Nixon threw for more than 1,300 yards and 14 touchdowns last
season. He was a bonafide pocket passer with minimal rushing
yardage but averaged almost 150 yards per game passing. He’s
gone, transferred to Gaither High School in northwest Hillsbor-
ough County.

Then the Warriors’s bell cow running back Dontrevius Jack-
son left for college. Despite having a few Division 1 offers, Jack-
son elected to go with junior college New Mexico Military Insti-
tute. Jackson’s 1,800 yards and 18 touchdowns will be nearly im-
possible to replace.

You lose your elite quarterback and running back, it's a
scratch year, right? Not so fast. The Warriors picked up as much,
perhaps nearly as much, as they lost. Enter senior Parker Stirn-
korb. Stirnkorb is a Pinellas County Dunedin High School trans-
fer that threw for over 2,000 yards last year for the Falcons.

“He (Stirnkorb) came in over the summer and made an im-
mediate impact on the team,” ZCA coach Mike Smith Jr. said.
“We're still working on the chemistry with his receivers but he’s
ready to go.”

You lose your stalwart running back and it’s a reset year,
right? Maybe not. There’s no way to replace a runner like Jack-
son but the Warriors are getting someone back that they lost to
injury a year ago. Senior Andrew Felder tore his ACL in Week 2
of last season. He’s now gone through surgery and is complet-
ing his rehabilitation. Smith expects him to be clear for the sea-
son opener.

“He (Felder) is going to be a big time back for us,” Smith
said.

Felder won’t be alone, either. Junior Alex Cruz is a Wire-
grass Ranch transfer that bolsters a stout backfield. Comple-
menting Cruz’s skill set is sophomore Javier Lopez. Lopez is
more the short yardage, downhill runner, while Cruz is more of

the speedy, outside option. Expect both to see the ball in 2022.

“Alex (Cruz) is elusive and we like his speed on the out-
side,” Smith said. “Lopez is more of our inside-the-tackles run-
ner that will give the other guys a break.”

Smith is pretty happy with what he’s got at the receiver po-
sition.

“We are loaded at the skill position,” Smith said.

gef some

It starts off with senior Ethan Allen. Allen didn’t have eye-
popping numbers from last season, just 377 yards on 21 Catcl}:es
but look for Allen to become the dominant force on offense this
season.

“In my opinion, he (Allen) is the top wide receiver in the
county and a top five receiver in the Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinel-
las area,” Smith said.

Smith says that Allen drew a great deal of double and tri-
ple coverages last season. He expects that teams won’t be able
to do that as much this season with the other talented receiv-
ers on board and that Allen’s numbers should spike. Some of
those receivers in the stable with Allen are: junior Jayden Ra-
mos and sophomore Amarri Range. Ramos, according to Smith,
“is an elite route runner” and has great speed, hands and tech-
nique. Range runs 6-2 and is a big target for Stirnkorb. Smith
touts Range’s ability to use his body to shield off defenders and
his range to get to the football. Other receivers Hezekiah Lang-
ley, Caleb Gaskin, Jared West and Noah Coates will factor into
the mix as well.

In the trenches, look no further
than senior Antonio Hunt. The 6-1,
260-pound lineman is already hold-
ing offers from FIU, Mercer and oth-
er universities. He also has interest
from FAU, FIU, UCF and USF. Hunt
will also play a little running back.

“He (Hunt) is tough to block,”
Smith said. “He is a solid football
player.”

On the offensive side, Alex
Hambrecht and Ryan Warren are
both Wesley Chapel transfers. Both
have great size (6-4 and 290) and will
line up as offensive tackles. Elijah
Autsin and Joel Thompson will be
the starting offensive guards. Austin
is a four-year starter for the Warriors

e —

Last
season: 9-3.
Class: 1 Suburban,

and Thompson squatted 650 pounds District 5.
during summer workouts.
On defense, a lot of the War- C?GCh .
Mike Smith,

riors play both ways. Lopez is a key
defender from the linebacker po-
sition. Sophomore Joshua Cazares

eighth season.

has physicality and Smith hopes Assisi‘un.ts:
will help clog up the middle. Junior Rob Gaskin
Tocarra Johnson is a transfer from BJ Hall
North Marion that will play safety. Malik J
He fits nicely in ZCA’s 3-5 defensive S ate-ones
scheme. pence {ones
More defensive backs Allen, Mike Smith Il
Langley and Kahlil Brody will pla Javan Smith

in the defensive secondary. Smit

likes Brody at corner and says he’s
been doing a great job at the posi-
tion. Ramos and Jeremy Marrero

o o2 zevnv s chmtsman acapEmT wakIoRs
ZCA Warriors lose some,

will factor into the defensive secondary as well.

The Warriors are in a district for their first time since mov-
ing to 11-man football. Playing just in a region last year, the War-
riors were slotted into a Class 1 Suburban district with the likes
of Lakeland Christian, Victory Christian and Bishop McLaugh-
lin. The Warriors went up to Jacksonville and got hammered
by multiple state champion University Christian for their pre-
season matchup. Smith wanted them to see what it was like go-
ing against an elite team.

“Now, they have something to work for,” Smith said.

The good news is, the Warriors won’t have to face a pow-
erhouse like that again. Last year’s nemesis Orlando Christian
Prep isn’t even in the same classification anymore. The Warriors
usually have their hands full with Victory Christian but other-
wise si]lould dominate their schedule and even improve on last
year’s record.

2022 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS

—schedule

Start time is 7:00 p.m. - Except 9/16 & 11 /4 at 7:30 p.m.

DATE

Aug. 19
Aug. 26
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 28
Nov. 4

OPPONENT

at University Christian

LAKE PLACID

NEW SMYRNA BEACH
LAND O'LAKES

at Lakeland Christian
STRAWBERRY CREST
VICTORY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
DISCOVERY

at Bishop McLaughlin Catholic
at Northside Christian

at Nature Coast Tech

Guard the Yard, Bulldogs!

Individuals play the game,
but teams beat the odds!

NEW
OWNERS OF
ZEPHYRHILLS

LOCATION!
7833 Gall Blvd.
813-780-1717

e e

BEEF {

WHERE GAMETIME §
MEETS FAMILY TIME. §

BRADYS

Gene Whitfield - Mayor
William (Billy) Poe, Jr. - City Manager

ZEPHYRHILLS CITY COUNCIL
Jodi Wilkeson - President

Lance A. Smith - Vice President
Kenneth M. Burgess - Councilman
W. Alan Knight - Councilman

Charles E. Proctor - Councilman

5335 8TH STREET
ZEPHYRHILLS
(813) 780-0000

www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us

* GOOD FOOD, GOOD SPORTS »

Choose from a diverse selection from our Beer Garden,
Whiskey Bar, Wine/Spirits & Premium Cigars

Dine-in « Take Out & Catering
Every Neighborhood Should Have One!

Wednesday Dang Yo Trivia from 7-9pm

Thursday Karaoke 8pm-midnight
$5.00 Drink Specials all night!
Ladies Night 50% off
select Drafts & House Wine
Saturday Live Music 7:30-11:30pm
Wed.-Thurs. 2pm-12am 352‘437'4887
Fri. 2pm-Tam 37916 Pasco Ave.

Sat. 12pm-1am .
sunday 12pm-11pm  Downtown Dade City

e Big ScreenTV's e Full Liquor Bar e Kids Zone

e Party Room * Free Wifi ﬁ
Sunday-Thursday 11am-10pm

Wednesday-Saturday 11am-11pm

352-567-4136
17136 Tth Street, Downtown Dade City

@dadecitytaphouseandspirits
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2022 ZEPHYRHILLS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WARRIORS

. No. Player Position Year | No. Player Position Year
VG rSI O Jayden Ramos [l 17 Talon Maple WR 10
t Hezekiah Langley WR 1 18 David Dehart WR,DE 10
rosier 2  Quavious(deuce) Cook SB, CB 12 19 Tocarra Johnson RB,QB,DB 11
3  Amarri Range WR,CB 10 23 Javier Lopez RB, LB 10
4  Andrew(drew baby) Felder CB, WR,RB 12 40 Barron Barber DE,RB,LS 11
5 EjAllen, Jr. WR 12 53 Issiah McClamma OLDL T
6  Alex Cruz RB 1 54 Max Hambrecht T 12
7  Caleb(money man) Gaskin QB 12 55 Elijah(squirrel) Austin C 12
8  Joshua Casarez FB, LB 10 56 David Anderson, Jr. G, DE 12
9  Antonio Hunt RB, FB, MLB 12 58 Jaylan Dorsett OL, DL 1
10 Jared West WR 10 65 Joel Thompson OG,NG 10
11 Jeremy Marrero SS 1 74  Ryan Warren G, T 12
12  Parker Stirnkorb QB n 76 Alex Hambrecht C, G 9
13 Kalil Browdy 1 85 Vincent Elder 1
14 Chris Trivigno WR 9
15 Noah Coates OLB,TE M

Clifton & Lewis Insurance

...Locally owned & operated for the person-to-person
service you deserve!

‘ TOUChdown! YOUR AGENT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE.

Working with someone who knows you, knows your community and
takes the time to advise you turns a must-do task into a no stress,
HH'HH - reassuring experience.

(]
coverl ng the No voicemail menus! Just real people who care about meeting your
individual needs. We’ve partnered with 26 insurance companies

Length Of A" Your gi\!ing us the.a\bility to provide you with the coverage options and
price points right for you!
Insurance Needs

WE LOVE TO INSURE MOBILE HOMES!
Automotive ® Motorcycle ®* Home °® Commercial RV’s
® Golf Carts ® Boats

ZEPHYRHILLS DADE CITY
38232 5TH AVE. +(813) 452-5382 14507 7TH ST. « (352) 521-3893

Email: Cynde@cliftonlewisins.com

Choose
the Right

Team e ey U
‘ . — ‘-’ - L . = 5
“A full-service Law Firm with N ' | " S

for Your
. MANDER LAW GROUP dedicated attorneys combining
Rl g htS I over 140 years of legal
° A Full Service Law Firm I

experience who get results.”

David J. Murphy AuTtomoBILE ACCIDENTS « PERSONAL INJURY
Daniel L. Dwyer WRroNGFUL DEATH « DUI « CRIMINAL LAW
William C. Anderson Divorce & CHiLD CusToDY « REAL ESTATE ¢ BUSINESS

. PrRoBATE ¢« WiLLS « POWER OF ATTORNEYS
Bobbi Madonna

Christina Lamaida www.manderlawgroup.com

Shannon Clark

A-R.“Chip” Mander, Il 14217 3RD STREET, DADE CITY, FL 33523 (352) 567-0411
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Wiregrass Ranch aiming for seventh straight playoft

berth with coach Mark Kantor one win shy of 100

By STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

There could be two noteworthy records falling at Wiregrass
Ranch this season. As a football team, the Bulls seek to extend
their school record of six consecutive playoff berths to seven.
Plus, at some point Mark Kantor could make history. The Wire-
grass Ranch coach is one shy of 100 career wins.

Kantor, who has coached high school football for 30 years
including 20 as a head coach, racked up 99 victories in stints at
Hudson, Gaither and Wiregrass Ranch. He is the only coach in
Bulls history with a winning season and playoff appearances.

“It means I've been doing this too long,” he said jokingly,
adding that he might coach for another 10 years.

The late John Benedetto holds the Pasco County record with
196 victories, all coming at Land O’ Lakes before he retired.

“I don’t know if I'll ever catch Benedetto,” Kantor said.

While 100 victories is a nice number, for Kantor, it's the
players he has worked with that mean everything to him.

“It’s not about the number, but the kids I've had the oppor-
tunity to coach; to help them grow as young men,” he said. “I've
been blessed to coach guys that became great young men.”

Players like Rocco Becht, Bryson Rodgers and Kennedy
Nguyen all spoke highly of Kantor. Becht, the son of former
Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Anthony Becht, was a two-year
starting quarterback for the Bulls before signing with Iowa State.

Rodgers and Nguyen are Wiregrass Ranch seniors with
Rodgers being a highly recruited wide receiver who this sum-
mer verbally committed to Ohio State and Nguyen anchoring
the offensive line.

“He’s the best I've ever been coached by,” said Nguyen, a
starting right guard. “He’s pretty old-school. He doesn’t accept
anything less than great.”

Rodgers appreciated Kantor’s help during the recruiting
process as he considered such Division 1 powerhouses as Flori-
da, Florida State, Alabama, Georgia and Texas, to name a few.

“It’s been a true blessing to play for coach K,” Rodgers said.
“Every Friday night I give him my all.”

As for extending the team’s postseason run, that could be
in jeopardy due, in part, to the 2022 graduation of Becht and
trouble finding an adequate replacement. While Becht made a
name for himself as the county’s top quarterback last year his
heir apparent left for Zephyrhills. Brendyn Colella, last year’s
junior varsity quarterback for the Bulls, felt he had a better op-
portunity with the Bulldogs.

That left Elijah Brown, who competed with Colella dur-
ing the spring, in summer 7-on-7 tournaments and a preseason
game against Clearwater Central Catholic, to take over.

Unfortunately, ~Brown  was
picked off on the first play from
scrimmage in a season-opening loss
to Manatee in Bradenton and backu
Lincoln McManus did not fare muc
better by getting intercepted twice.
Third-stringer Jordiel Barrios came
in and had the team’s only pass com-
pletion in that game.

The Bulls opened the sea-
son without their best player and it
showed. Wide receiver Bryson Rod-
gers, a highly recruited senior who

L MATIONALLY AECOGNIZED |

SPRING 2022

3

Last season: 5-6.
-~ Class: 4 Suburban,
District 6

Coach Mark Kantor,
eighth season.

Assistants:
Reggie Roberts
John Grone
Brian Surcy

Rey Urquiola
Lance Roberts
Andrew Warner
Ramon Rodriguez
Pat Jalmiste

lan Smart
Thomas Adams

Jordan Gold

this summer made a verbal commitment to Ohio State Univer-
sity, sat out with a left hip flexor.

In fairness, Rodgers missed that first game with a left hip
flexor, but was expected back for the second game, a home
matchup against longtime rival Wesley Chapel. If the Bulls can
figure out their quarterback situation look for Rodgers to contin-
ue producing like he has for the past two seasons. His numbers
over that span are 89 receptions for 1,355 yards and 14 touch-
downs.

Also expected to contribute heavily to the offense is Kenny
Walker, a senior running back who last year gained 481 yards
and scored seven touchdowns. Davion Brown, another senior
running back, rushed for 246 yards with two touchdowns. Both
can catch out of the backfield as well.

2022 WIREGRASS RANCH BULLS

— schedule

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

DATE
Aug. 19

OPPONENT

CLEARWATER CENTRAL
CATHOLIC

at Manatee
WESLEY CHAPEL
ZEPHYRHILLS

at Mitchell
SPRINGSTEAD
RIVER RIDGE

at Sunlake

Aug. 26
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 30
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov. 4

at Booker

LAND O'LAKES
at The Villages Charter

Innovative Orthopedic Care That
Gets You Back in Motion

Take your first step to pain-free.

At AdventHealth, we're moving orthopedic and spine care forward. Using the latest innovations and
minimally invasive techniques for joint replacements and highly specialized spine procedures, we
provide comprehensive care for knees, hips and every joint in your body.

Take your first step to feeling whole at FloridaOrthoExperts.com.

Scan the QR code

to learn more.

%
AdventHealth
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2022 WIREGRASS RANCH BULLS

. No. Player Position Year No. Player Position Year
VG rSI 1 Bryson Rodgers WR,CB 12 25 Jeremiah Julmiste MLB,TE 11
2 Davion Brown RB 12 26 Woyatt Chapman DB 12
roster 3 Kenneth Walker B 12 28 Drew Rameau OLB, LB, TE 12
4  Matt Hensley, Jr. RB, TE, OLB 12 30 Gavin Gilyard WR,CB 10
5  Tre Gibson RB, WR, CB 12 33 Ehmani Flores DE 1
6  Jaiden Barron RB, MLB 11 42 Seanmichael Williams DE, DT 10
7 lIsaiah Riggins WR,CB 11 43 Camren Gallimore TE, DE 1
8  Shelton Gilyard, IlI WR,CB 12 45 Khalial Buckenroth T, DE 1
10 Elijah Brown QB 1 50 Jaeden Ortiz NG, DT 1
11 Nick Johnson DE 12 51 Josiah Loyola G, MLB 10
12  Larence Graham OLB, MLB, TE 12 52 Travis Brown MLB 11
13 Jordiel Barrios QB 1 53 Kennedy Nguyen G, DT 12
14 Alex Condon WR 10 54 Christian Starkey oT 1
15 Jeremy Caruso K, P 12 60 Austin Legge OoLDL 1
17 Demontia Hudson SB,WR 9 62 Billy Rodriguez DT, T 10
18  Nasir Martinez MLB 12 63 Wesley Malave DT,NG 10
19 Ola Omoyole MLB 9 64 Aiden Curtis G, DT 10
20 Isaiah Fitzpatrick DB, WR 11 66 Devin Leathers G, DL 12
22 Elijah Westbrooks DB, WR 12 70 Jacob Mascarelli OL, DL 1
23 Aiden Perez DB 10 74  Jase Darner T 10
24 Bryce Randolph WR,CB 10 99 Jonah Perez G, DT 1

il A hJE W

Primary care for life.
Designed to fit your life.

Whether you're working, shopping or having lunch with a friend, your life is on the go.
That’s why we offer convenient scheduling options and nearly 30 primary care locations
across Tampa Bay — so you can see a primary care provider whenever and wherever
it’s convenient for you.

Schedule an appointment ..
® AHMGTampaBay.com

® 813-544-4761 Advent Health

Medical Group
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2022 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

Wesley Chapel Wildcats” modest two-year

playoft run is likely to end this season

By STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

A modest streak of two consecutive playoff season likely
will end for Wesley Chapel, which appears to be in a rebuilding
stage. The Wildcats made it to the postseason two years ago, as
did all high school teams in Florida due to the coronavirus out-
break, and last year lost to Chamberlain in the first round to fin-
ish with a 6-4 record.

Tony Egan who has coached the Wildcats for the past six
seasons, has his hands full as he tries to replace a handful of
players who signed college scholarships.

Perhaps as an incentive to the team’s current and future
players, Egan initiated a Wesley Chapel Football Hall of Honor
in the offseason with Ellrie Allen as the inaugural inductee. A
presentation took place before the spring game against Land O’
Lakes.

The 2017 Wesley Chapel graduate, a fullback/linebacker,
went on to play outside linebacker at Florida A& M.

“You try to do nice things for as many kids as you can,”
Egan said. “(Allen) led by example. Every drill he did he went
full speed.”

As for this season, the Wildcats appear to be in full rebuild
mode after lackluster performances in a preseason loss to The
Villages Charter followed by a season-opening loss to Sunlake.
From what he has seen so far, Egan reasoned that there is a wide
range of outcomes for what so far has been a team of inconsis-
tencies.

“We thought we were going to be doing a full rebuild, but
then we got some transfers in,” he said. “We're just going to do
the best we can and compete.”

Egan noted that some of the players on the roster have nev-
er played football, hence some of the mistakes on the field that
comes with inexperience. Instilling discipline with a few more
rules, Egan said, could go a long way in eliminating some of
those troublesome situations.

“Hopefully, we figure it out soon,” the coach said.

The defense seems to have figured things out a bit more
than the offense in the early going with Egan saying, “Our de-
fense flies around. We've got a lot of guys going to the ball.”

Senior linebackers Erik Chana and Zachary Jones are the
early leaders on defense. Chana, coming off knee surgery, made
six tackles with 2.5 sacks while Jones, who missed last season af-
ter shoulder surgery, had five tackles and one sack in the opener.
Emmanuel Park, a junior linebacker chipped in with four tackles
and 1.5 sacks.

Other players to watch on defense are key returners and se-
nior linebackers Joshua Poleon and Mason Quinn. Poleon was
the Sunshine Athletic Conference Defensive Player of the Year in
2021.

All of the aforementioned players line up on offense as well
as defense, as does running back Wesley Young, who also is a
linebacker. Young, who had the Wildcats’ lone touchdown run
in the loss to Sunlake, and quarterback Dylan McGinnis are like-
ly to get the bulk of carries on offense. Add Quinn to that mix of
ballcarriers.

The passing game and offensive line are works in prog-
ress. Wesley Chapel lost two starting
blockers who transfered to Zephyr-
hills Christian Academy. That leaves
Evan Miller, Gabe Stewart and Jones
are the top blockers.

“Our line is a very fluid thing,”
Egan said.

While things might be rough
this season, the future bodes well for
the Wildcats. The junior varsity team
looks solid with ample depth and tal-
ent, in part, because of 25 freshmen
who came out for football.

“The JV’s are going to be really
good,” Egan said after that squad’s
27-18 defeat of Zephyrhills in a sea-

Wesley Cpel running back Wesley Young picks up yrduge
during a game against the Villages Charter.

2022 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

—

DATE
Aug. 18

Last
season: 6-4.

=

—schedule

Home games in CAPS. Start time is 7:30 p.m.

OPPONENT
THE VILLAGES CHARTER

son opener. Class: 3 Suburban,
District 7. Aug. 26  at Sunlake
Coach Anthony Egan, Sept 2

seventh season.

Sept. 9 atGulf

Oct. 28
Nov. 4

PASCO

tranquil charm in every shade

under the sea.

Mon.-Sat. Jam-6pm;
(losed on Sunday

NO INTEREST
FOR 18-MOS. *

(*Subject to credit approval.
See store for details.)

ACCEPTED
HERE

PROMOTIONAL
FINANCING AVAILABLE*

Visit our showroom today and
let us help you bring the ocean inside your home.
We offer a large selection of Living, Dining,
Bedroom and Lanai furniture, as well as Rocker
Recliners, Adjustable Beds, Mattresses, Lighting,
Wall Décor, Rugs and accessories.

Readings 'y
Coastal Furniture & Mattress (Oracles, .
i Tarot,
Family Owned & Operated "
Medium)
813-395-5920
Annette Boreyrll(:;

4904 ALLEN RD., ZEPHYRHILLS

(NEXT TO BIG LOTS, OFF S.R. 54 WEST)

at Wiregrass Ranch

Assistants:

Merk Bemes Sept. 16 LAND O'LAKES
Brian Coldin

Cameron Cu?bertson Sept' 30 ZEPHYRHILLS
Brian Cullum Oct. 7 at Tohopekoligo
E:::j‘;ﬁgeﬁs Oct. 14 at Cypress Creek
Matt Smith Oct. 21 LECANTO

MITCHELL

A GOOD CRYSTAL.

Enchanted
Metaphysicat Stove

EVOLVE FOR INNER PEACE...

Visit our showroom today!

Incense ¢ Candles ¢ Herb

* Gems ¢ Essential Oils ¢ Stones * Crystals * Salt
* Lamps * Smudging Supplies ¢ Jewelry ¢ Books
and so much morel

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am - é6pm;

* Intuitive Sunday 12pm - 5pm

THE BEST DEFENSE IS
liiple Moon’

s E
4

elebrafiné.
5-Years!,

.
W

38367 CR 54 EAST, ZEPHYRHILLS 33542 - 813-355-:.479.5

At Lifetime Family, we believe in caring for the individual. More
specifically, we believe each patient has his or her own unique
needs. Our practitioners tailor treatment to each patient, and
every individual is treated with care and understanding. We
invite you to experience the Lifetime difference.”

-Dr.Jonathan Yousef DO,
“Your doctor for a lifetime”

Yana Maly, MSN, FNP-C
Board Certifed
Clinical Preceptor

Leonard Jack Stewart, P.A.
Board Certifed
Clinical Preceptor

Jennifer Pantaleo, PA
Board Certified
Clinical Preceptor

Two locations to care for you! - <« ccceeveeeeeenn

Urgent Care A

-In-office Labs/Testing . . Lifetime Urgent Care
Cold/Flu - Strep Dermatologic Procedures ( Tt
“Rash - Sutues - UTI - EKG Cosmetic Procedures/Services ; Tl
Adolescent Health Care Botox fami ly

+School Physical <Fillers and urgent care

<Laser Hair Removal
«Qwo® Cellulite Dissolver Injection
<Silhouette Instalift® Threads

«College Physical

-Pediatric Exams (2+ years) 6755 Gall Blvd. « Zephyrhills, FL 33542

5801 Argerian Drive » Wesley Chapel, FL 33545 (2 Buildings S. of Golden Corral)

SPeCialty_ Exams -Sopranoice Laser Hair Removal (H81 3 ) ,\791 fgglo som: (813) 395-0244
~Sports Physicals -Body Fat Reduction Contouring ours. Mon.-21i. ©.58am->pm; Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am-5pm;
«Car Accident Saturday 8:30am-3pm !

Wellness Exam every other Saturday 8:30am-3pm

Disease Management

Female & Male Health Exams
Weight Loss /

Weight Management

«Worker’s Compensation

Therapeutic Procedures
-Homeopathic Injections
+Osteopathic Manipulation
+Bio-identical Hormone Therapy

<

“Experience the
Lifetime Difference!”

Traumeel % Pure PRP®

Alternative Therapies

_qa_
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2022 WESLEY CHAPEL WILDCATS

. No. Player Position  Year No. Player Position  Year

VO rSI'I'y 1 Travon Hill WR,DB,ATH 11 42 lan Meyer LB 10
3 Kyson Dickerson DB, WR 12 44 Shawn Kelley LB 9
roster 4  Emmanuel Park FB, LB, ATH 11 45 Ricky Mingo FB, LB 1
5  Dylan McGinnis QB, LB 12 50 Jadon Haynes DL, OL 12
- 6  Mason Quinn RB, LB 12 52 Brady Barowski DL, OL 10
7  Nikolai Larota WR, LB 12 53 Nikola Krekik oL 10
8 Jaylahn Lewis RB, DL 10 54 Evan Miller Ol 1
9  Connor Libby TE, DL 1 55 Zackary Jones LB, OL 12
10 Eli Chana QB 9 56 Logan Pomerenke OL 10
11 Kody Gibson CB 1 58 Christian Hersh OL, DL 10
15 Jason Brown LB 10 62 Ben Stay oL 1
17 Payton Cox WR 12 63 Nick Jenkins DT, DE 10
18 Desmond Ghabbour DB, WR 10 65 Aaron Jones oL 9
20 Dylan Colton 10 70 Gabe Stewart 12
21  Thomas Waskovish WR, S 9 71  Gregory Giriffith OL, DL 12
22 Wesley Young LB, RB 1 72 Ronold Artadi 1
23 Judah Howell WR, DB 10 74  Levi Loez oL 10
24 Edwin Garcia 10 75  Anthony Pinkston OL 9
25 Braden Rice WR 10 76  Chris Vassilakos OL 9
26 Aaron Patten DB, RB 1 77 Jason Ferguson OL, DL 1
28 Yahiel Claudio WR, DB 10 80 Malik Burgos WR, CB 10
30 Chance Hummel RB 9 81 Brandon Glassman  QB, WR, S 1
32 Joshua Poleon LB, FB 12 88 Cain Huff TE, DL 10

34 John Mundorff WR 9

N —
g - 4
FOR THE \
DO-IT-YOURSELFER

WHO CAN TACKLE THE ™)
PROJECT,

SUN STATE /™

Aluminum, Inc.

Family owned and operated since 1984

From screen rooms & carports to home remodeling projects and new
home construction, we're committed to helping our customers with quality
products and honesty!

IMPROVE YOUR HOME *« SAVE MONEY ¢ SOLVE PROBLEMS

6154 FORT KING RD.

e ZEPHYRHILLS « 813-788-7308

Catch Our Fast,
Reliable Service
Today!

SERVICE AREAS
Wesley Chapel
Lephyrhills
Dade City
Lutz
New Tampa
San Antonio

24 Hours a Day,
7 Days a Week

office Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm

Need to Schedule Towing,
Transport or Recovery Services?

Contact Us Today!

ATLAS

TOWING SERVICE INC. 8]3 973 1330

30115 FL-54 o« WESLEY CHAPEL, FLORIDA 33543

HVAC MECHANICS &
ELECTRICAL HELPERS

Needed full Time in Zephyrhills for

fast paced, residential new
construction environment.

BENEFITS:

* 401(k)

* 401 (k) matching

* Dental insurance

* Employee assistance program

* Health insurance

* life insurance

® Paid time off

* Professional development assistance
® Vision insurance

No experience
required! Will train!
From $15.00 per hour.
100% Employer paid
medical and life insurance.

Send resume or reply to:
hr@ss-electric.com

EOE / drug free workplace

-$’42S’ Electric Company
V INSTALLING CONFIDENCE SINCE 1947 ™
105 Douglas Road East, Oldsmar, Fl 34677 + 813-569-2397

4
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eevores Cypress Creek Coyotes gear up for first playoft

appearance since 2019 and just the second in school history

By STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

One year after missing the playoffs, there is optimism in the
Cypress Creek camp that a return to the postseason is imminent.
Tﬁe Coyotes enter their sixth season with just one playoff ap-
pearance.

They actually made it to the postseason twice but only 2019
was earned since all high school football teams got a playoff
game in 2020 when that season was adversely affected by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Three significant changes could factor into that prospect.
While Mike Johnson returns as the only head football coach in
school history, longtime assistant Tico Hernandez steps up as the
defensive coordinator and quarterback Jack Niemann replaces
Owen Walls, a two-year starter who graduated last spring.

The third change is the coaching staff implementing a lead-

For his part, Niemann, who threw for 99 yards and a touch-
down in a season-opening 20-13 win over Fivay, welcomes the
challenge: “I think I can do it.”

Behind Niemann on the depth chart are Zyon Davis and
Sercu.

As for Neimann’s targets to pass to downfield, there is Lol-
ley, a big tight end, and wide receiver Milton Gracia, a solid-two-
way player who also can line up in the secondary as a defender.

“Niemann is going to be blessed with some weapons,” said
Johnson, adding that Lolley is “big down the middle” and Gra-
cia “is just a pure athlete. He’s matured so much over the past
year. He just catches everything.”

On defense, Johnson and Hernandez lauded the play and
practices of defensive backs Askin, Logan Lugo, Jackson Zebra,
Sercu and Gracia.

Falk sparked the defense in the win over Fivay. The senior
outside linebacker led the Coyotes with 15 tackles, including
five solos, and had two of his team’s five sacks.

(ypress Creek’s defensive leaders for this season are Shawn Smith, Dylan
Lolley, Logan Falk and Malachi Askin.

ership council that instills a new sense of accountability and de-
buted during the spring sessions. Filling those roles are Jack Car-
bone, Shawn Smitﬁ, Dylan Lolley, Roman Sercu, Austin Slusher,
Logan Falk, Malachi Askin and Niemann.

“It’s a group of our players that we hold to a higher stan-
dard,” Johnson said, adding that among that group will be rotat-
ing captains on game nights. “At the end of the day those are the
guys that are our group leaders. On good teams, tKe coaches are
leaders. On great teams, the players lead.”

After this season, a plaque in the locker room will be put up
after every season to honor the leadership council members “so
all the classes can see it,” said Johnson, who as a defensive back
at Illinois Valley Central High and later at Eureka College in Illi-
nois wishes he had something along those lines.

“I think they enjoy having that kind of title,” he said, add-
ing, “It can be taken away and they know it.”

Entrusted as the new signal-caller is Niemann, last year’s

“The kid is full-go,” Hernandez said. “He loves contact.”

As for Askin, Fernandez said the junior cornerback “is phys-
ical, has fantastic coverage and never
gives up on a play.”

Hernandez also described Lol-
ley, as a solid two-way player, who
lines up as a tight end and defensive
lineman. In the first game, Lolley had
two receptions for 32 yards witﬁ one
being a touchdown catch against the
Falcons.

Offensively, Smith and Askin are
expected to contribute like they did
against Fivay. Smith had three recep-
tions for 52 yards with Askin rushing
for 217 yards and two touchdowns in
that game.

2022 CYPRESS CREEK COYOTES

—schedule
COYOTES o v cs sotineis730pm

Last Season: 4-6.

DATE OPPONENT

junior varsity starter who is banking on that experience to car- Class: 3 Suburban,
over. He replaces Walls, who passed for 1,917 yards and 17 b
guc‘}lldrownsrir{J tsvo seaSOns.w b ' yares an District 7 AUg ]9 at Key West
“Jack’s got all the tools to be really good in this game,” John- Coach
son said of Niemann, last year’s junior varsity starter. bl lehnsen Aug . 26 FlVAY
:Xth_se‘m" Sept. 2 at Sunlake
ssistants:
Tico Hernandez Sept. 16 BAYSHORE
Jon Altonen
Darrell Davis Sept. 23 at Anclote
Will Fulmer
Seth Pety Sept. 30 at Pasco
wlﬁb STEFCUk Oct. 7 HOLLINS
illie Thacker
Dave Dimarco OCl’. ]4 WESLEY CHAPEL
Aman Patel . .
Jeff Barnes Oct. 21 at Parrish Community
Phil Hiett .
v Ve Oct. 28 at Zephyrhills

Jerrell Hardy

Nov. 4  RIVERRIDGE

Shop Online at
 hullfrogperformance.com

|BALLON OTR  DWN TO

|
Se——— , AND TEAMWORK
B&N LENZ ENTERPRISES, LLC

B f
ACCOUNTANT - Business / Individual g

Nils R. Lenz, PROVIDING FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT, ON-DEMAND

MBA, EA EXECUTION OF YOUR FINANCIAL PROJECT.
PERFORMANCE

¢ Tax Planning Preparation
SPEED & MACHINE SHOP

Machine
Shop Services

* Dynamic Engine Balancing

* C & C Boring & Honing

* Line Honing & Boring

* Block & Head Decking
& Surfacing

* Rod Reconditioning

* Piston & Rod R&R

* Competition & Street
Valve Jobs

Complete Parts

Center

* Bookkeeping
* Business Start Up Counseling

Are you having problems with the IRS?
Enrolled Agent * Quailified to Practice Before the IRS

Calltoday! (813) 782-9491

39104 3RD AVE.
ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542-5264

Jeremiah Swindell

chhine Shop (COMBE/

(813) 788-3663 Ez
5037 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542

Lee Montgomery
Parts Department

/
Monday Maddness ~ $25.00 Great Homemade Foc;d
18-Holes wy/cart, Beer & Hotdog lSPar for the Course!
2 for Tuesday $40.00

BOGO 18-Holes w/cart
Hotdogs $2.00, Hamburgers $3.00
& Beverages

Wacky Wednesday Golf $22.00 (] 2)A1s -l
18-Holes w/cart call the Tavern ARKW
Wild Friday $25.00 for our P AY
9-Hole & Dine (couples) delicious daily TAVERN
3:00 p.m. - golf w/cart, fish fry basket specials! AT SOUTHPORT SPRINSS BOLE A COUNTRY <LuD
18-Holes w/cartin morning ~ $25.00
Accepting Saturday / Sunday $25.00 OPEN WEDNESAY-SATURDAY 11am to 7pm
New Leagues 18 Holes w/cart
Now for LIVE MUSIC - 3rd Thursday of Month!
Oct.22to e FULL LIQUORBAR
May 23 AVAILABLE
=/ 813-715-9811
SOUTHPORT SPRINGS Located inside Main Clubhouse

3737 Southport Springs Parkway,
Zephyrhills, FL 33541
(off Chancey Road)

www.southportspringsgolf.com

3737 Southport Springs Parkway
Zephyrhills, FL 33541

www.southportspringsfl.com

1 A e‘i-.-l"-_ ' i J"' liﬂ"‘mﬁf’#’
Call foraTee Time 813-780-7637
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2022 CYPRESS CREEK COYOTES

. No. Player Position Year 42 David Kirk TE, DE 1

VG rSI‘I’y 1  Roman Sercu WR,SS 1 44 Nolan Lussier MLB 1
2  logan Falk FB,OLB 12 50 Jack Carbone G, MLB, LS 12

rOSter 3  Logan Lugo WR,CB 12 51  Austin Slusher T 1
4  Malachi Askin RB, CB 1 52 Vincent Tre G, DE 12

5  Milton Gracia WR,OLB 1 53 Elliott Meredith OLB 1

7  Jeremy Bastidas RB,OLB 12 55 Jt Agnes G, DT 12

8 Coy Martin FB,OLB 11 60 Trindon Symonds T, DT 1

COYUOTES 10 Shawn Smith WR,OLB 11 61 Declan McClure oL DL 11
11 Shaan Patel WR,CB 10 62 Dalton Gulley DE 12

12 Jack Niemann QB 1 64 Garett Loner OLDL 12

13  Logan Wilson WR,FS T 65 Joshua Dimarco T, DE 12

14 Jaden Donovan WR,CB 1 66 Lucas Pavlikovic C 10

15 Zyon Davis WR,DB 12 70  Amjad Khalid OLDL 12

18  Jayden Frederick RB, DB 12 71  Gerron Bush OLDL 10

19 Jackson Zebra SS 1 72 Duncan McAllister T, DT 1

20 Alex Dulaski MLB 12 75 Andre Hall G, DT 12

22 Jadon Manatt WR 10 77 Ethan Smith T 12

23 Larry Jackson, I QB 10 80 Cameron Canard K, P 1

24 Blayze Lancaster RB,OLB I 81 Cristian Gregory DE 12

25 Jakob Criswell RB,OLB 10 82 Geoffrey Bettis Miller WR 1

30 Josh Nickerson TE, DE 1 84 Marley Walker OLB 1

32 Breck Petty DE 10 85 Jayden Hill WR 12

33 Andrew Alvarez RB, MLB 11 88 Dylan Lolley TE,DE 12

40 Bryce Browdy MLB 10 Youssef Mina 12

41  Mekhai Santiago CB [l Vincent Tré 12

1
§

Your Vision,

Our Expertise

TOUCHDOWN! §

Depend on our
skills and 30 years
experience to create
unique ideas for spaces

%= ranging from 1,000 sq.
=3 ft.to well over 12,000
e sq. ft.

"3

B Custom new homes,
renovations and
additions

M Custom wood decks

B Garage and storage

1= 7=\l buildings
H Pole barns, h
WATSON cables

Our exceptional designs are guaranteed to meet all local
and State of Florida Building Codes and will comply to wind code
designs for your specific area.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL CONSULTATION!
352-523-2077

www.randywatsondesigns.com

YOUR HOMETOWN PHARMACY WITH
WORLD CLASS SERVICE

@

Comeinand
§ Meet Your
& Trusted

FREE
DELIVERY
AT

OPEN
TDAYS A
WEEK

Zephyrhills

COMMUNITY PHARMACY

Rapid Antigen & RT-PCR
COVID TESTING

Walk-ins Welcome!

Various Vaccinations Offered!

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm MWP Alccept Most
Saturday 9am-4pm e Sunday 10am-3pm ajor Insurances
www.zephyrhillspharmacy.com 813-395-6161

6242 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS

Across the street from Kaufman Eye Institute

TEAMWORK MAKES THE
DREAM WORK!

NO Plastic

Keep America

. Bags

BECIUthI By NO Milk or

Taklng Juice Cartons

Why no Care of the NO Tanglers
glass? When Environment NO Trashed
_ . . or Bagged

glass breaks it and Living Recycling
become.s a Sustainably! NO Styrofoam
contaminant to the NO Glass

materials in the overall
recycling stream.

NOTHING Bigger Than
a Cat Litter Container

NO GLASS RECYCLING REMINDER.

For questions, please email us at:
pubworks@ci.zephyrhills.fl.us or
call our office at

(813) 780-0022
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Zephyrhills Bulldog junior varsity football team

£ ﬁ 3 e ) Pasco Pirates junior
ki N varsity football feam

n o S\ Y =
ui Ty 5 7
I
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(ypress Creek Coyetes junior varsity football feam

LI || R

WELCOME TO

4| Premier

MAKE A
RISK-FREE
RESERVATION
TO LOCK
IN YOUR ASK
LOW ABOUT
RATE! OUR

' PREMIER SPECIALS!
STORAGE ONE

(] 38841 County Road 54 E.
| Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813.782.6854

.. PREMIER STORAGE TOO
' ;.'351":' 37625 State Road 54 West

& Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813.285.5823

ALLEN ROAD MINI STORAGE

P i “We Love our
_ Bulldogs!
BEST OF LUCK

Shop Our Everyday
i Low Prices!

35+ Micro Craft Beers

Family Owned & Operated ~ “Offering your favorite labels since 1992”

5046 GALL BLVD. 36548 SR 54 WEST 4740 Allen Rd.
NEXTTO DOMINOSPIZZA ~ IN SHOPPING CENTER BEHIND AMSCOT Zephyrhills, FL 33541
813.788.7825
MON.-THURS. 8AM-9PM - FRIDAY & SAT. 8AM-11PM  SUNDAY 11AM-8PM S EC U RE! C I-EAN ! co NVE N I E NT!
An accident can steal your
l I R E D sense of wellbeing. But it
e can’t take away your rights.
Every victim deserves CAR & MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS « TRUCK ACCIDENTS
iustice. For us, it's just that BOAT INJURIES * JET SKI ACCIDENTS
, . TRIP & FALL INJURIES * SLIP & FALL INJURIES
simple. That's why our SERIOUS INJURIES * WRONGFUL DEATH

firm has spent over 35

years assisting clients in o Civil Trial
all types of cases. We'll [ 3
stand by you every step

Free
of the way, fighting for the HUDGINS

Consultation

compensation you deserve. — LAW FIRM —

ol 800-950-5534 HudginsLawFirm.net





