








RICK YASKO

Possibly because of their image
conscious orientation, these works
may bear a close association to the
Robe Series of Jim Dine. The main
difference between them, however, is
the fact that I do not intend these
images to be viewed as self-portraits or
even portraits. Specifically, much like
the paintings of the Neo-Classicists,
most of my work presented for this
exhibition depends on allegorical
metaphor for its compositional
content. While trying to derive specific
images from juggled myths and
historical fiction, I’ve been able to
combine my personal reflections on
cross-cultural legends with an attempt
to achieve traditional formal values of
technique and composition in my
drawings.
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The intensity of the images is exclusively dependent on the strong contrast of
light and dark (a’laCaravaggio). Coloris used as a value contrast, applied not
in a “painterly” manner, but in a fashion which maintains the integrity of the
work in the drawing medium. The compositions are arranged according to
specific light sources and visual planes which, at times, are tilted at an oblique
angle toward the viewer. The arrangements for some compositions
intentionally parallel historically significant paintings in order to prevent
metaphorical allusions. Therefore, this body of work must necessarily be
viewed as subject rather than object.
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