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1 John 

John writes a letter to Christians about keeping Jesus’ commands, loving one 

another, and important things they should know. 

Author: John, Jesus disciple. 

In 1 John – Jesus is our Fellowship 

1 John 1:9 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness." 

 

=========================================================== 

   
TEACHER: 5 CHAPTERS 

Most scholars think the 3 letters of the Apostle John were written either on Patmos, while in exile, or in Ephesus 

where he ministered after his exile, which was near Patmos. (75 Euro’s on a car ferry and takes 5 1/2 hours) (See 

map). Christian tradition has him living until he was 100 years old, also that he was the youngest of the 12. He 

was the only disciple to die of natural causes, all the others being martyred. He was originally a disciple of John 

the Baptist. Jesus gave him Mary His mother to care for at the crucifixion. The story goes that the churches in Asia 

Minor wrote John asking him to deal with Ebionite heresies that Jesus did not exist until He was born, so John 

wrote the Gospel of John, and then followed them up with the 3 letters we are discussing today. John had 3 

notable students you may have heard of. Polycarp, Ignatius, and Irenaeus.  

John starts his letter much like Peter started his letters, with the affirmation that he was an eye witness. 

============================================================================================= 

 

https://overviewbible.com/1-john/
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STUDENT: 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 

looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have 

seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to 

us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 

our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy 

may be full. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John then delivers “The Message” 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness 

at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But 

if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 

Son cleanses us from all sin. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

And then he tells us why we need the message. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 

sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

He is faithful and just to forgive….who? Those who confess v.9. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the whole world. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

Then John answers the obvious question, “how can we know?” 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does 

not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of 

God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to 

walk just as He walked. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

And what is this commandment? Love. We know we are saved if we love each other. Period. Hear John explain. 

============================================================================================= 

CH. 1 

CH. 2 
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STUDENT:  
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the 

beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment 

I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is 

already shining. 
9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides 

in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

The commandment is Love. John then writes a poem. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
12 I write to you, little children, 

Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
13 I write to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

Because you have overcome the wicked one. 

I write to you, little children, 

Because you have known the Father. 
14 I have written to you, fathers, 

Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I have written to you, young men, 

Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, 

And you have overcome the wicked one. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John challenges them to make a choice, cast your lot with Heaven or with Earth. “Jesus or Hell take your pick.” 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the 

Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 

abides forever. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John then identifies the “calling card” of the anti-Christ. 

============================================================================================= 
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STUDENT: 
18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 

have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 

had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that 

none of them were of us. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written to you because you 

do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the 

Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father 

also. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

So here we find out the anti-Christ will deny that Jesus in the Messiah, and he denies the Father and the Son, 

because John explains you can’t accept the Father and deny the Son. They are a package deal. This acceptance of 

The Father and the Son grants us eternal life. Let’s read. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides 

in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal 

life. 
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27 But the anointing which you have 

received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches 

you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed 

before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness 

is born of Him. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John opens chapter 3 with our place in God’s kingdom. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore 

the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not 

yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see 

Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

Next, John shows the roles of sin and righteousness in the life of a child of God. 

============================================================================================= 

 

 

CH. 3 
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STUDENT: 
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was 

manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins 

has neither seen Him nor known Him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He 

who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His 

seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

This is heavy teaching. The commandment is to love, remember from chapter 1. He seems to intimate that all sin 

is then a lack of love. If we love more and more as we walk with God, then the sin will fall by the wayside. The 

“trick” seems to be, that our focus needs to be on the acts born of love. The command to love everybody, purifies 

us as we don’t want to hurt, or fight or use people, and the acts of love, as they progress and mature, weed out 

the sin in our flesh. I will stop my sin so he or she doesn’t stumble. Or maybe, I will be a good husband because I 

love God and want her to enjoy her life in Christ. John draws the distinction further in the next paragraphs. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness 

is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message that you heard from the 

beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. 

And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because 

we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a 

murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John finishes the 3rd chapter with a nice bow. Notice also how that we, under God, switch our focus from sins of 

commission under the law, to sins of omission under grace.  

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, 

how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and 

in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart 

condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive 

from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.  
23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

as He gave us commandment. 24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this 

we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 
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TEACHER: 

In 1st John chapter 4 John warns us not to believe everyone who claims to be of God just because they say so. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of 

God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in 

the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of 

God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and 

the spirit of error. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John follows with Love, let’s read the next few segments and comment as we go. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He 

who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that 

God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we 

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one another. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in 

us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have 

seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son 

of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God 

is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, 

so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 

But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 

has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who 

loves God must love his brother also. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

Once again, John ties the authenticity of our faith to the authenticity of our love. Let’s look at chapter 5. 

============================================================================================= 

 

 

CH. 4 
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STUDENT: 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him 

who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His 

commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 

burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 

world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

Here we see another very clear picture of the Trinity from the Apostle John. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the 

Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.  

 
7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are 

one. 8 And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree 

as one. 
 

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has 

testified of His Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe 

God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.  

============================================================================================ 

STUDENT: 
11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son 

has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe 

in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe 

in the name of the Son of God. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

This love, and the testimony of the Spirit, gives us boldness in prayer. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And 

if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 
16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for 

those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about 

that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

Any thoughts on what sin he is referring to here? Leading to death that we should not bother praying for?  

I think it must be blaspheming the Holy Spirit, as Jesus stated. Any thoughts? 

============================================================================================= 

 

 

 

CH. 5 
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STUDENT: 
18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the 

wicked one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 

wicked one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know 

Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little 

children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

 

The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God 

lives forever. 
1 John 2:17 

 

 

The Basilica of John in Ephesus constructed over the supposed burial site of the Apostle John.  
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 2 John 

A very brief letter about walking in truth, love, and obedience. 

Author: John 

In 2 John – Jesus is God in the flesh 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 1 CHAPTER 

This letter is filled with love. Written to a friend, of whom John is a friend of the family. Most scholars, myself 

included, believe the 3 letters were written at the same time, and delivered by Demetrius to Gaius to be spread 

to the recipients.  

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
1 The Elder, To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all those who have 

known the truth, 2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 
3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 

Father, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, as we 

received commandment from the Father. 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new 

commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another.  
6 This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard 

from the beginning, you should walk in it. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John moves on to the anti-Christ doctrines plaguing the church. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is 

a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we 

may receive a full reward. 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. 

He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.  
10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;  
11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 

John closes. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
12 Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and 

speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 13 The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen. 

============================================================================================= 

“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to His commands.”2 John 1:6 

============================================================================================= 

2 John 6 

 

"His command is that you walk in love." 

 

CH. 1 

https://overviewbible.com/2-john/
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3 John 

An even shorter letter about Christian fellowship. 

Author: John  

In 3 John – Jesus is All Truth 

3 John 11 "Do not imitate what is evil but what is good." 

============================================================================================= 

TEACHER: 1 CHAPTER 

This, the 3rd letter from John, is a letter of recommendation from John to Gaius, concerning the missionary 

Demetrius. Very short, feel free to comment as you like through the chapter. 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
1 The Elder, 

To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth: 
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.  
3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.  
4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers,  
6 who have borne witness of your love before the church. If you send them forward on their journey in a manner 

worthy of God, you will do well,  
7 because they went forth for His name’s sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles.  
8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the truth. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us.  
10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And 

not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out 

of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who 

does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself. And we also bear 

witness, and you know that our testimony is true. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

STUDENT: 
13 I had many things to write, but I do not wish to write to you with pen and ink; 14 but I hope to see you shortly, 

and we shall speak face to face. 

Peace to you. Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name. (NKJV) 

============================================================================================= 

NEXT LESSON JUDE 

============================================================================================= 

I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. 
3 John 1:3 

============================================================================================= 

CH. 1 

https://overviewbible.com/3-john/
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