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17. ANDREW JOHNSON | 1865-1869 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Washington, DC is 12 square miles bordered by reality.” — Andrew Johnson 

“I realized, there are people out there who can beat me, want to beat me. And unless I 

continue to innovate and evolve, I am going to learn a painful lesson from someone who has.” 

— Andrew Johnson 

“The life of a republic lies certainly in the energy, virtue, and intelligence of its citizens.” 

— Andrew Johnson 

“Who, then, will govern? The answer must be, Man – for we have no angels in the shape of 

men, as yet, who are willing to take charge of our political affairs.” -Andrew Johnson 

“If blacks were given the right to vote, that would place every splay-footed, bandy-shanked, 

hump-backed, thick-lipped, flat-nosed, woolly-headed, ebon-colored in the country upon an 

equality with the poor white man.”— Andrew Johnson 

 

“Let them impeach and be damned.” — Andrew Johnson 

 

“This guy was a High I.Q. idiot, but that’s just my opinion.” David Hobrath 

 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/andrew-johnson
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259354/Andrew-Johnson-Washington-DC-is-12-square-miles-bordered-by-reality
https://quotefancy.com/andrew-johnson-quotes
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259350/Andrew-Johnson-I-realized-there-are-people-out-there-who-can-beat-me-want-to-beat-me-And
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259350/Andrew-Johnson-I-realized-there-are-people-out-there-who-can-beat-me-want-to-beat-me-And
https://quotefancy.com/andrew-johnson-quotes
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259344/Andrew-Johnson-The-life-of-a-republic-lies-certainly-in-the-energy-virtue-and
https://quotefancy.com/andrew-johnson-quotes
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259353/Andrew-Johnson-Who-then-will-govern-The-answer-must-be-Man-for-we-have-no-angels-in-the
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259353/Andrew-Johnson-Who-then-will-govern-The-answer-must-be-Man-for-we-have-no-angels-in-the
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259340/Andrew-Johnson-If-blacks-were-given-the-right-to-vote-that-would-place-every-splay-footed
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259340/Andrew-Johnson-If-blacks-were-given-the-right-to-vote-that-would-place-every-splay-footed
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1259340/Andrew-Johnson-If-blacks-were-given-the-right-to-vote-that-would-place-every-splay-footed
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Andrew Johnson was born on December 29, 1808 in Raleigh, North Carolina. He grew up in 
poverty and was apprenticed to a tailor as a boy, but ran away. As an adult, he opened a tailor 
shop in Greeneville, Tennessee, where he met and married Eliza McCardle. The couple raised five 
children together, and Eliza supported her husband’s aspirations by teaching him essential 
reading and writing skills that prepared him for a career in politics. He became an adept stump 
speaker, championing the common man and vilifying the plantation aristocracy. He was elected 
to the House of Representatives and later the Senate, where he advocated for a homestead bill 
to provide farmland for white men. 

Johnson’s new political position brought him increased wealth and social clout. To reflect his 
newfound status, he purchased an enslaved teenage girl named Dolly and her younger half-
brother, Sam. Dolly later gave birth to three children—Liz, Florence, and William—who inherited 
their mother’s enslaved status and also became the property of the Johnson family. The father of 
Dolly’s children is unknown, but it is possible that Andrew Johnson (or one of his sons) may have 
fathered her children. 

After the election of Republican Party candidate Abraham Lincoln, southern states began 
seceding from the Union. By the time Lincoln took the oath of office, seven states had already left 
the Union, with four more to follow—including Johnson’s home state of Tennessee. During the 
crisis, Johnson remained in the United States Senate after his state seceded, the only southern 
senator to do so. In recognition of his commitment to the Union, President Lincoln appointed him 
military governor of Tennessee in 1862. In this position, Johnson began to support 
emancipation—not because he supported racial equality alone, but also for military expediency. 
His primary concerns were ending the war quickly and crippling the Confederacy. To prove his 
new stance (and loyalty to President Lincoln), Johnson freed the enslaved individuals he owned 
in 1863 and ordered total emancipation in Tennessee the following year. His actions appealed to 
the different factions and leaders within the Republican Party, including President Lincoln who 
desired a political ticket that represented unity and a commitment to preserve the Union. As a 
result, the party nominated Johnson, a southerner and a Democrat, for vice president. 

President Lincoln’s tragic and unexpected assassination thrust Andrew Johnson into the 
presidency. He moved into the White House with his family and brought Florence and William as 
paid workers. But President Johnson’s racial prejudices and inability to heal a broken nation 
quickly became a larger problem. Johnson pardoned all who would take an oath of allegiance to 
the Constitution of the United States but required Confederate leaders and men of wealth to 
obtain special presidential pardons. While he pursued reconciliation with southern white citizens, 
he generally ignored the implementation of “Black Codes” and other racist policies by state 
legislatures that infringed upon the rights of newly-freed African Americans. 

Radical Republicans in Congress lambasted Johnson's approach to Reconstruction. They gained 
the political support of northerners who were dismayed to see southerners voting many prewar 
leaders back into office. The Radicals refused to seat any senator or representative from the 
Confederacy. They also passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866 to protect the rights of formerly 
enslaved individuals, which Johnson subsequently vetoed. This guy couldn’t make up his mind. 
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The Radicals mustered enough votes to pass the legislation over his veto—one of fifteen times 
that Congress voted to override President Johnson. 

A few months later, Congress submitted the 14th Amendment to the states, which specified "All 
persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside No state shall…deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law." President Johnson publicly 
expressed his disapproval of the amendment and encouraged state legislatures to reject it. All 
former Confederate states, except Tennessee, refused to ratify the amendment. Two violent race 
riots broke out in Memphis and New Orleans in 1866. Dozens of African Americans were beaten 
and killed—furthering the argument that the federal government needed to do more to protect 
African-American citizens. 

After the Radical Republicans won an overwhelming victory in congressional elections that fall, 
they crafted their own Reconstruction plan, placing southern states under martial law and passing 
other laws to restrict the powers of the president. In February 1868, Johnson moved to dismiss 
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton without Senate approval during full session, which violated 
the Tenure of Office Act. This law had been passed by Radical Republicans a year earlier, vetoed 
by Johnson, and then overridden by Congress. Stanton’s dismissal triggered impeachment 
proceedings and the House voted to charge Johnson on eleven articles of impeachment. The 
Senate tried Johnson in the spring of 1868 and voted on three of the articles, acquitting him by a 
single vote each time. 

In 1875, Johnson felt vindicated when the citizens of Tennessee elected him to the Senate that 
had nearly thrown him out of the presidency, but he died a few months later on July 31,1875 after 
suffering a stroke. 
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18. ULYSSES S. GRANT | 1869-1877 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of your liberties; write its precepts in your hearts, 
and practice them in your lives. To the influence of this Book we are indebted for all the 
progress made in true civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future." 

-Ulysses S Grant 

 

"I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but 
because by it I see everything else." 

-Ulysses S Grant 
 

On April 27, 1822, Ulysses S. Grant was born in Point Pleasant, Ohio. Grant’s father, Jesse, was a 
tanner and an abolitionist. Grant received an education from several private schools and later 
attended the United States Military Academy at West Point. After graduating in the middle of his 
class, Grant was stationed in Missouri where he visited with his former classmate and friend, Fred 
Dent. During the visit, Grant met Fred’s sister, Julia, and fell in love with her. In 1848, they married 
and would go on to raise four children together. 

After the outbreak of the Mexican-American War, Grant fought under General Zachary Taylor 
before resigning from the military in 1854. Julia, Ulysses, and their children moved back to her 
father’s plantation, White Haven, in Missouri. Grant became a plantation manager, overseeing 
the enslaved and free laborers while working alongside them. While there are no known 
documents or letters related to a bill of sale, Grant did emancipate a man named William Jones 
in 1859. According to the signed manumission, Jones was “purchased by me [Grant] of Frederick 
Dent.” Jones is the only known enslaved individual who was owned by Grant—though his decision 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/ulysses-s-grant


7 
 

to free William rather than sell him, especially as he struggled financially, suggests that Grant had 
personal discomfort with slave ownership. Julia, however, had no qualms about using enslaved 
labor within her household and she considered those owned by her father Frederick Dent as her 
own.   

At the onset of the Civil War, the Grants were living in Illinois after the family suffered more 
financial setbacks in Missouri. Ulysses was working in his father's leather store in Galena when 
Governor John Wood appointed him commander of an unruly volunteer regiment. By September 
1861, Grant had instilled order and discipline within the unit and was rewarded with a promotion 
to brigadier general of the volunteer force. 

In his new position, Grant captured Fort Henry and attacked Fort Donelson. When the 
Confederate commander asked for Grant’s terms, he replied, "No terms except an unconditional 
and immediate surrender can be accepted." The Confederates surrendered, and President 
Abraham Lincoln promoted Grant to major general of volunteers. A few months later, Grant 
secured a hard-fought victory at the Battle of Shiloh, one of the bloodiest battles in the Western 
Theater. The casualties concerned some officials enough to call for Grant’s removal. President 
Lincoln defended Grant by saying, "I can't spare this man, he fights." 

Grant then turned his attention to Vicksburg—its location on the banks of the Mississippi River 
made it a key city for moving troops and supplies. On July 4, 1863, Confederate troops 
surrendered to Grant after a two-month siege, even though many had considered the fort at 
Vicksburg impregnable. Grant then followed this success by capturing Chattanooga and its 
important railroad depot, pushing Confederates back into Georgia. In March 1864, Lincoln 
appointed Grant general-in-chief. Grant’s success can be credited to his military strategies and 
maneuvers, which made him remarkably different from his predecessors. He engaged the enemy 
in all theatres, drawing them into the open while exhausting their resources. His tactical planning 
and pursuit of General Robert E. Lee’s forces brought the war to a close on April 9, 1865, at 
Appomattox Court House. With Lincoln’s approval, General Grant offered generous terms of 
surrender that would prevent treason trials and executions. 

During the years immediately following the war, General Ulysses S. Grant criticized President 
Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plan and aligned himself with Radical Republicans. In the 1868 
election, Grant, a military hero and symbol of the Union victory, won in a landslide. 

President Grant sent federal troops to the South to enforce civil rights legislation and protect 
African Americans from civil and political violence. With the assistance of Congress, Grant created 
the Department of Justice and instructed Attorney General Amos T. Akerman to suppress the 
newly formed Ku Klux Klan’s efforts to disenfranchise and terrorize black communities. 

Although personally a man of unquestioned honesty, Grant’s reputation suffered from those 
around him. The president was often seen with two of his friends, speculators Jay Gould and 
James Fisk. When Grant discovered their scheme to corner the market in gold, he authorized 
Secretary of the Treasury George Boutwell to sell enough gold to undermine their plans. The 
speculation had already damaged the American economy, however, and Grant took the blame for 
his poor judgment in associates. Some Republican reformers seized on the scandal, accused the 
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administration of corruption, and nominated Horace Greeley for president. The general's allies in 
the Republican Party were able to fend off these attacks and Grant was reelected with an 
overwhelming majority of the vote in 1872. However, scandal continued to follow his 
administration, most notably in 1875 with the discovery of the Whiskey Ring. This was an 
extensive network of distillers, intermediaries, and government officials who engaged in bribery 
and extortion to avoid federal taxes on liquor. President Grant’s private secretary, Orville E. 
Babcock, was indicted as part of the investigation but later acquitted when Grant testified on his 
behalf. 

After retiring from the presidency, Grant’s long history of financial struggles continued. He 

joined a financial firm, which went bankrupt, and then learned he was suffering from throat 

cancer in late 1884. He worked furiously to write his memoirs to pay off his debts and provide 

for his family. These memoirs, completed just before he died on July 23, 1885, earned nearly 

$450,000. Grant’s autobiography was lauded for its lucid prose and compelling story. Grant 

argued that the Mexican-American War and the expansion of slavery ultimately drove the 

country toward civil war. It is still regarded as one of the best first-hand accounts of the Civil 

War. 

19. RUTHERFORD B. HAYES | 1877-1881 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The best religion the world has ever known is the religion of the Bible. It builds up all that is 
good." -Rutherford B Hayes 

  "Conscience is a revelation to man direct from his Creator." -Rutherford B Hayes 

"It is now true that this is God's country, if equal rights—a fair start and an equal chance in 
the race of life—are everywhere secured to all." -Rutherford B Hayes 

 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/rutherford-b-hayes
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Beneficiary of one of the most fiercely disputed and controversial elections in American history,  
Rutherford B. Hayes brought to the Executive Mansion dignity, honesty, and moderate reform.  
To the delight of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Lucy Webb Hayes carried out her 
husband's orders to banish wines and liquors from the White House. The couple, married since 
1852, had eight children together. 

Born in Ohio in 1822, Hayes was educated at Kenyon College and Harvard Law School. After five 
years' law practice in Lower Sandusky, he moved to Cincinnati, where he flourished as a young 
Whig lawyer. 

He fought in the Civil War, was wounded multiple times, and rose to the rank of brevet major 
general. While he was still in the army, Cincinnati Republicans ran him for the House of 
Representatives. He accepted the nomination, but would not campaign, explaining, "an officer fit 
for duty who at this crisis would abandon his post to electioneer . . . ought to be scalped." 

Elected by a heavy majority, Hayes entered Congress in December 1865, troubled by the "Rebel 
influences . . . ruling the White House." Between 1867 and 1876, he served three terms as 
governor of Ohio. 

Hayes became a viable Republican candidate in 1876, as delegates held him in high regard for his 
integrity, party loyalty, and war record. He ran against Democratic candidate Samuel Tilden of 
New York, who won the popular vote but disputed results in Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, 
and Oregon ensured that neither candidate had a majority of Electoral College votes. Conflicting 
electors sent votes to Congress, which only added to the confusion. 

Months of uncertainty followed. In January 1877 Congress established an Electoral Commission 
to decide the dispute. The commission, made up of eight Republicans and seven Democrats, 
determined all the contests in favor of Hayes by eight to seven. The final electoral vote: 185 to 
184. Northern Republicans had been promising southern Democrats at least one cabinet post, 
federal patronage, subsidies for internal improvements, and withdrawal of troops from Louisiana 
and South Carolina. 

Hayes insisted that his appointments must be made on merit, not political considerations. For his 
cabinet he chose moderate politicians of high caliber, but outraged some Republicans because 
one member was an ex-Confederate and another had bolted the party as a Liberal Republican in 
1872. 

Hayes supported African Americans’ right to vote and insisted that southern Democrats recognize 
and uphold their civil rights. However, once federal troops were removed from Louisiana and 
South Carolina, Republican resistance crumbled and Democrats reclaimed political power across 
the South. They disenfranchised Black voters through literacy tests and poll taxes, using coercion 
and violence to oppress African Americans. 

Many of the leaders of the new South did indeed favor Republican economic policies and 
approved of Hayes's financial conservatism, but they faced annihilation at the polls if they were 
to join the party of Reconstruction. Hayes and his Republican successors were persistent in their 
efforts but could not win over the "solid South." 
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Hayes had announced in advance that he would serve only one term, and retired to Spiegel Grove, 
his home in Fremont, Ohio, in 1881. In his later years, he supported universal education, 
improving prison conditions, and assisting veterans with their pensions. He died on January 17, 
1893. 

 

20. JAMES A. GARFIELD | 1881 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the last of the log cabin presidents, James A. Garfield attacked political corruption and won 
back for the presidency a measure of prestige it had lost during the Reconstruction period. 
He was born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, on November 19, 1831. Fatherless at two, he later drove 
canal boat teams, somehow earning enough money for an education. He graduated from 
Williams College in Massachusetts in 1856, and he returned to the Western Reserve Eclectic 
Institute (later Hiram College) in Ohio as a classics professor. Within a year he was made its 
president. Through his academic pursuits, he met fellow student Lucretia Rudolph, who would 
become his wife in 1858. The Garfields went on to have seven children together. 

Garfield was elected to the Ohio Senate in 1859 as a Republican. During the secession crisis, he 
advocated coercing the seceding states back into the Union. In 1862, when Union military 
victories had been few, he successfully led a brigade at Middle Creek, Kentucky, against 
Confederate troops. At 31, Garfield became a brigadier general, two years later a major general 
of volunteers. 

Meanwhile, in 1862, Ohioans elected him to Congress. President Lincoln persuaded him to resign 
his commission—it was easier to find major generals than to obtain effective Republicans for 
Congress. Garfield repeatedly won reelection for 18 years, and became the leading Republican in 
the House. 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/james-garfield
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At the 1880 Republican convention, Garfield failed to win the presidential nomination for his 
friend John Sherman. Finally, on the 36th ballot, Garfield himself became the “dark horse” 
nominee. By a margin of less than 10,000 popular votes, Garfield defeated the Democratic 
nominee, General Winfield Scott Hancock. 

As president, Garfield strengthened federal authority over the New York Customs House, 
stronghold of Senator Roscoe Conkling, who was leader of the Stalwart Republicans and 
dispenser of patronage in New York. When Garfield submitted to the Senate a list of 
appointments including many of Conkling’s friends, he named Conkling's arch-rival William H. 
Robertson to run the Customs House. Conkling contested the nomination, tried to persuade the 
Senate to block it, and appealed to the Republican caucus to compel its withdrawal. 

But Garfield would not submit: “This . . . will settle the question whether the president is 
registering clerk of the Senate or the Executive of the United States . . . shall the principal port of 
entry . . . be under the control of the administration or under the local control of a factional 
senator.” 

Conkling maneuvered to have the Senate confirm Garfield’s uncontested nominations and 
adjourn without acting on Robertson. Garfield countered by withdrawing all nominations except 
Robertson’s; the senators would have to confirm him or sacrifice all the appointments of 
Conkling’s friends. 

In a final desperate move, Conkling and his fellow-senator from New York resigned, confident that 
their legislature would vindicate their stand and re-elect them. Instead, the legislature elected 
two other men; the Senate confirmed Robertson. Garfield’s victory was complete. 

On July 2, 1881, Garfield was shot by a man named Charles Guiteau at the Baltimore and Potomac 
Railroad Station in Washington, D.C. Guiteau, who believed he had helped Garfield win the 
presidency, was angry that the president did not give him a consulship abroad. 

Mortally wounded, Garfield lay in the White House for weeks. Alexander Graham Bell, inventor 
of the telephone, tried unsuccessfully to find the bullet with an induction-balance electrical 
device that he had designed. On September 6, Garfield was taken to the New Jersey seaside. For 
a few days he seemed to be recuperating, but on September 19, 1881, he died from an infection 
and internal hemorrhage. 
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21. CHESTER A. ARTHUR | 1881-1885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "Peace without and prosperity within have been vouchsafed to us... [let us] make it fitting 

that we should rejoice with thankfulness that the Lord in His infinite mercy has most signally 

favored our country and our people". -Chester A Arthur 

"For these manifestations of His favor we owe to Him who holds our destiny in His hands the 

tribute of our grateful devotion". -Chester A Arthur 

"Let us then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the Divine teachings that the united cry of 

the Nation will be heard on high and answered with blessings". -Chester A Arthur 

 

Dignified, tall, and handsome, Chester A. Arthur looked like a president. The son of a Baptist 
preacher who had emigrated from Northern Ireland, Arthur was born on October 5, 1829 in 
Fairfield, Vermont. He graduated from Union College in 1848, taught school, was admitted to the 
bar, and practiced law in New York City. Early in the Civil War he served as quartermaster general 
in the New York Volunteers. In 1859, Arthur married Ellen “Nell” Herndon, with whom he had 
three children. 
 
President Grant in 1871 appointed him collector of the Port of New York. Arthur effectively 
marshaled the thousand Customs House employees under his supervision on behalf of Roscoe 
Conkling’s Stalwart Republican machine. Honorable in his personal life and his public career, 
Arthur nevertheless was a firm believer in the spoils system when it was coming under vehement 
attack from reformers. He insisted upon honest administration of the Customs House, but staffed 
it with more employees than it needed, retaining them for their merit as party workers rather 
than as government officials. 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/chester-arthur
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In 1878 President Hayes, attempting to reform the Customs House, ousted Arthur. Conkling and 
his followers tried to win redress by fighting for the renomination of Grant at the 1880 Republican 
convention. Failing, they reluctantly accepted the nomination of Arthur for the vice presidency. 
 
During his brief tenure as vice president, Arthur stood firmly beside Conkling in his patronage 
struggle against President Garfield. But when Arthur succeeded to the presidency, he was eager 
to prove himself above machine politics. Tragically, Nell never saw her husband become 
president. She died of pneumonia in 1880. Arthur mourned her loss throughout his 
administration and his sister, Mary, served as his White House hostess. 
 
Avoiding old political friends, he became a man of fashion in his garb and associates, and often 
was seen with the elite of Washington, New York, and Newport. To the indignation of the Stalwart 
Republicans, the onetime collector of the Port of New York became, as president, a champion of 
civil service reform. Public pressure, heightened by the assassination of Garfield, forced an 
unwieldy Congress to heed the president. 
 
In 1883 Congress passed the Pendleton Act, which established a bipartisan Civil Service 
Commission, forbade levying political assessments against officeholders, and provided for a 
“classified system” that made certain government positions obtainable only through competitive 
written examinations. The system protected employees against removal for political reasons. 
 
Acting independently of party dogma, Arthur also tried to lower tariff rates so the government 
would not be embarrassed by annual surpluses of revenue. Congress raised about as many rates 
as it trimmed, but Arthur signed the Tariff Act of 1883. Aggrieved westerners and southerners 
looked to the Democratic Party for redress, and the tariff began to emerge as a major political 
issue between the two parties. 
 
In 1882, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, which set a 10-year moratorium on Chinese 
immigration. President Arthur vetoed the first version of the bill, which called for banning Chinese 
laborers for twenty years and denying citizenship to those already in the country. He later signed 
the second iteration into law, and for the first time the federal government prohibited a specific 
ethnic group from entering the United States because they were viewed as a threat to the general 
population. 
 
Arthur demonstrated as president that he was above factions within the Republican Party, if 
indeed not above the party itself. Perhaps in part his reason was the well-kept secret he had 
known since a year after he succeeded to the presidency, that he was suffering from Bright's 
Disease, a fatal kidney disease. He kept himself in the running for the presidential nomination in 
1884 in order not to appear fearful of defeat, but was not renominated, and died on November 
18, 1886. Publisher Alexander K. McClure recalled, “No man ever entered the presidency so 
profoundly and widely distrusted, and no one ever retired . . .more generally respected.” 
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22. GROVER CLEVELAND | 1885-1889 / 1893-1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"All must admit that the reception of the teachings of Christ results in the purest patriotism, in 

the most scrupulous fidelity to public trust, and in the best type of citizenship."  

-Grover Cleveland 

"I know there is a Supreme Being who rules the affairs of men and whose goodness and mercy 

have always followed the American people, and I know He will not turn from us now if we 

humbly and reverently seek His powerful aid." -Grover Cleveland 

"The citizen is a better business man if he is a Christian gentleman, and surely business is not 

the less prosperous and successful if conducted on Christian principles..." -Grover Cleveland 

"And let us not trust to human effort alone, but humbly acknowledging the power and 

goodness of Almighty God..." -Grover Cleveland 

The first Democrat elected after the Civil War, Grover Cleveland was also the first president to 
serve non-consecutive terms. One of nine children of Presbyterian minister Richard Falley 
Cleveland and Ann Neal, Cleveland was born on March 18, 1837 in Caldwell, New Jersey.  

He was raised in upstate New York. As a lawyer in Buffalo, he became notable for his intense  
concentration upon whatever task faced him. At 44, he emerged into a political prominence that 
carried him to the White House in three years. Running as a reformer, he was elected mayor of 
Buffalo in 1881, and later, governor of New York. Cleveland won the presidency with the support 
of Democrats and reform-minded Republicans, the “Mugwumps,” who disliked his opponent 
James G. Blaine of Maine. 
 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/grover-cleveland
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The 1884 presidential contest was a no-holds-barred fight. The Democratic Party portrayed Blaine 
as an immoral and corrupt politician while stressing Cleveland's appeal as an honest civil servant. 
At the same time, Republicans accused him of avoiding military service during the Civil War, and 
called him "the hangman of Buffalo" for personally hanging two criminals while serving as sheriff. 
The most serious allegation against Cleveland revolved around his relationship with Maria Halpin. 
She accused Cleveland of assaulting and impregnating her in 1874. He never denied paternity and 
arranged for Maria to be institutionalized against her will so that he could take custody of the 
child, whom he named Oscar Folsom Cleveland. During the 1884 election, Democratic Party 
strategists insisted that Maria had slept with several men, including Cleveland’s deceased law 
partner, Oscar Folsom, and that Cleveland only claimed the child to protect Folsom’s marriage. 
However, there is no evidence to suggest Halpin ever had a relationship with Folsom. 
Nonetheless, the revelation did not sink Cleveland’s chances and he narrowly defeated Blaine. 
The campaign also inspired the famous ditty:  

"Ma! Ma! Where's my pa! Gone to the White House, Ha! Ha! Ha!" 

Cleveland did not care for the extravagance of the Washington social scene; he asked his sister, 
Rose, to accompany him to the White House to serve as its hostess early on in his administration. 
He also began courting Frances Folsom, the young daughter of Oscar Folsom, and the two married 
on June 2, 1886 in the Blue Room of the White House. The couple had five children together. 

Cleveland vigorously pursued a policy barring special favors to any economic group. Vetoing a bill 
to appropriate $10,000 to distribute seed grain among drought-stricken farmers in Texas, he 
wrote: “federal aid in such cases encourages the expectation of paternal care on the part of the 
government and weakens the sturdiness of our national character.” 

He also vetoed many private pension bills to Civil War veterans whose claims were fraudulent. 
When Congress, pressured by the Grand Army of the Republic, passed a bill granting pensions for 
disabilities not caused by military service, Cleveland vetoed that as well. Until the administration 
of Franklin Roosevelt, Cleveland issued more vetoes than any other president in history. 

He angered the railroads by ordering an investigation of western lands they held by government 
grant. He forced them to return 81,000,000 acres. He also signed the Interstate Commerce Act, 
the first law attempting federal regulation of the railroads. 

In December 1887 he called on Congress to reduce high protective tariffs. Told that he had given 
Republicans an effective issue for the campaign of 1888, he retorted,  

“What is the use of being elected or reelected unless you stand for something?”  

But Cleveland was defeated in 1888; although he won a larger popular majority than the 
Republican candidate Benjamin Harrison, he received fewer Electoral College votes. 

Elected again in 1892, Cleveland faced an acute economic depression. He dealt directly with the 
Treasury crisis rather than with business failures, farm mortgage foreclosures, and 
unemployment. He obtained repeal of the mildly inflationary Sherman Silver Purchase Act and, 
with the aid of Wall Street, replenished the Treasury’s gold reserves. 
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When railroad strikers in Chicago violated an injunction, Cleveland sent federal troops to enforce 
it. “If it takes the entire army and navy of the United States to deliver a post card in Chicago,” 
he thundered, “that card will be delivered.” 150,000 railroad workers across the country 
supported the Pullman Strike. The arrival of the military sparked violence between troops and 
workers, resulting in dozens of deaths and millions of dollars in damage. 

Some citizens appreciated Cleveland’s blunt treatment of the railroad strikers, but his aggressive 
approach drove many workers and labor activists from the Democratic Party. His policies to 
combat the country’s economic woes were generally unpopular, and as a result he declined to 
run for another term. After leaving the White House, Cleveland lived in retirement in Princeton, 
New Jersey. He died on June 24, 1908. 

 

23. BENJAMIN HARRISON | 1889-1893 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer steadies one when he is walking in slippery places - even if things asked for are not 

given.” -Benjamin Harrison  

“God forbid that the day should ever come when, in the American mind, the thought of man 

as a consumer shall submerge the old American thought of man as a creature of God, 

endowed with unalienable rights.” -Benjamin Harrison 

“We Americans have no commission from God to police the world.” -Benjamin Harrison 

“If you take out of your statutes, your constitution, your family life all that is taken from the 

Sacred Book, what would there be left to bind society together?” -Benjamin Harrison 

 

 

 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/benjamin-harrison
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1318155
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1318155
https://www.azquotes.com/author/6315-Benjamin_Harrison
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/125259
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1312799
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1312799
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Nominated for president on the eighth ballot at the 1888 Republican convention, Benjamin 
Harrison conducted one of the first "front-porch" campaigns, delivering short speeches to 
delegates that visited him in Indianapolis. As he was only 5 feet, 6 inches tall, Democrats called  
him "Little Ben"; Republicans replied he was big enough to wear the hat of his grandfather, "Old 
Tippecanoe." 

Born on August 20, 1833 on a farm by the Ohio River west of Cincinnati, Harrison attended Miami 
University in Ohio and read law in Cincinnati. He moved to Indianapolis, where he practiced law 
and campaigned for the Republican Party. He married Caroline Lavinia Scott in 1853 and they had 
two children together. After the Civil War — he served in the 70th Regiment of Indiana Volunteers 
and rose to the rank of brigadier general — Harrison became a pillar of Indianapolis, enhancing 
his reputation as a brilliant lawyer. 

The Democrats defeated him for governor of Ohio in 1876 by ridiculing him as "Kid Gloves" 
Harrison. In the 1880s, he represented Indiana in the United States Senate, where he advocated 
for protective tariffs, conservation of western lands, and pensions for Civil War veterans. He also 
opposed supporting legislation to exclude Chinese immigrants from entering the United States. 

In the 1888 presidential election, Harrison received about 90,000 fewer popular votes than 
Cleveland, but carried the Electoral College 233 to 168. Although Harrison had made no political 
bargains, his supporters had given innumerable pledges upon his behalf. 

Harrison was proud of the vigorous foreign policy that he helped shape. The first Pan-American 
Conference met in Washington in 1889, establishing an information center that later became the 
Pan-American Union. Harrison also negotiated a series of trade agreements, believing that 
reciprocity between friendly nations would generate economic growth and foster diplomatic 
relations. At the end of his administration, Harrison submitted to the Senate a treaty to annex 
Hawaii; to his disappointment, President Cleveland later withdrew it. 

Substantial appropriation bills were signed by Harrison for internal improvements, naval 
expansion, and subsidies for steamship lines. For the first time except in war, Congress 
appropriated a billion dollars. When critics attacked the "billion-dollar Congress," Speaker 
Thomas B. Reed replied, "This is a billion-dollar country." President Harrison also signed the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act "to protect trade and commerce against unlawful restraints and 
monopolies," the first federal act attempting to regulate trusts. 

The most perplexing domestic problem Harrison faced was the tariff issue. The high tariff rates in 
effect had created a surplus of money in the Treasury. Low-tariff advocates argued that the 
surplus was hurting business. Republican leaders in Congress successfully met the challenge. 
Representative William McKinley and Senator Nelson Aldrich framed a still higher tariff bill; some 
rates were intentionally prohibitive. Harrison tried to make the tariff more acceptable by writing 
in reciprocity provisions. To cope with the Treasury surplus, the tariff was removed from imported 
raw sugar; sugar growers within the United States were given two cents a pound bounty on their 
production. 
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Harrison endorsed two bills designed to protect civil rights for African Americans, and vigorously 

enforced the 15th Amendment—the right to vote. He also appointed Frederick Douglass to 

serve as the U.S. Minister to Haiti, and relied on his counsel frequently. 

Long before the end of Harrison's term, the Treasury surplus had evaporated, and prosperity 

seemed about to disappear as well. Congressional elections in 1890 went stingingly against the 

Republicans, and party leaders began to distance themselves from President Harrison although 

he had cooperated with Congress on party legislation. Nevertheless, his party renominated him 

in 1892, but he was defeated by Grover Cleveland. Just two weeks before the 1892 election, First 

Lady Caroline Harrison died of tuberculosis. For the remainder of his term, their daughter, Mary, 

served as White House hostess. After leaving office, Harrison returned to Indianapolis, and later 

married his deceased wife's niece, Mary Dimmick, in 1896. He died on March 13, 1901. 

24. GROVER CLEVELAND 

25. WILLIAM MCKINLEY | 1897-1901 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The future is ours to win or lose, and we must win it for Christ." -William McKinley 

"Our faith is the foundation of our strength and the source of our hope." -William McKinley 

"Let us trust in God and do our duty." -William McKinley 

"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others."-William McKinley 

"In times of trial, we must look to the Lord for guidance and strength." -William McKinley 

"A nation that forgets God will be forsaken by Him." -William McKinley 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/william-mckinley
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At the 1896 Republican convention, in time of depression, the wealthy Cleveland businessman 
Marcus Alonzo Hanna ensured the nomination of his friend William McKinley as the “the advance 
agent of prosperity.” The Democrats, advocating the “free and unlimited coinage of both silver 
and gold”, which would have mildly inflated the currency, nominated William Jennings Bryan. 
While Hanna amassed large contributions from eastern Republicans frightened by Bryan’s views 
on silver, McKinley met delegations on his front porch in Canton, Ohio. He won a decisive victory 
over the Democratic candidate. 

Born on January 29, 1843 in Niles, Ohio, McKinley briefly attended Allegheny College, and was 
teaching in a country school when the Civil War broke out. Enlisting as a private in the Union 
Army, he rose through the ranks to brevet major, serving on Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes' staff. 
After the war, he studied law, opened an office in Canton, Ohio, and married Ida Saxton, daughter 
of a local banker. The couple had two daughters, Katherine and Ida, but neither reached 
adulthood. 

At age 34, McKinley began his first of seven terms in the House of Representatives. His attractive 
personality, exemplary character, and quick intelligence enabled him to rise rapidly. He was 
appointed to the powerful House Ways and Means Committee. Robert M. La Follette Sr., who 
served with him, recalled that he generally “represented the newer view,” and “on the great new 
questions . . . was generally on the side of the public and against private interests.” During his 14 
years in the House, he became the leading Republican tariff expert, lending his name to the 
legislation enacted in 1890. The next year he was elected governor of Ohio, serving two terms. 

When McKinley became president, the Panic of 1893 had almost run its course and with it the 
extreme agitation over silver. Deferring action on the money question, he called Congress into 
special session to enact the highest tariff in history. 

In the business-friendly atmosphere of the McKinley administration, industries and companies 
developed at an unprecedented pace. Newspapers caricatured McKinley as a little boy led around 
by “Nursie” Hanna, the representative of the trusts. However, McKinley was not controlled by 
Hanna; he condemned the trusts as “dangerous conspiracies against the public good.” 

Foreign policy came to dominate McKinley's first term in office. Spain's repressive rule over Cuba 
resulted in rebellion, followed by a brutal campaign to cease hostilities on the island. American 
businesses and individuals lobbied for the United States to intervene, as they not only had 
investments in Cuba but also visions for something more. McKinley later sent the USS Maine to 
protect American interests; on February 15, 1898, there was an explosion aboard the ship that 
killed 266 crew members. With no other diplomatic recourse, McKinley asked Congress to declare 
war, which it did on April 25, 1898. In about 100 days' time, the United States defeated Spain. 

The Paris Peace Treaty was signed on December 10, 1898. The United States received Guam and 
Puerto Rico, paid $20 million for the Philippine Islands, and promised to support an independent 
Cuba while occupying it for the time being. Earlier that year, Congress had also voted to support 
the annexation of the Kingdom of Hawai'i. All of these measures were supported by McKinley, 
now considered the architect of the modern American empire. While these actions enhanced 
American clout on the international stage and offered new opportunities for trade and economic 
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development, not all populations were grateful for the American efforts. In the Philippines, 
nationalist leader Emilio Aguinaldo revolted against the Americans for three years, arguing that 
they were colonizers just like the Spanish. The conflict resulted in the deaths of more than 5,000 
Americans and hundreds of thousands of Filipinos, who died from fighting, famine, or disease. 

In 1900, McKinley again campaigned against Bryan. While Bryan inveighed against imperialism, 
McKinley quietly stood for “the full dinner pail.” His second term, which had begun auspiciously, 
came to a tragic end in September 1901. He was standing in a receiving line at the Buffalo Pan-
American Exposition when an anarchist Leon Czolgosz shot him twice. He died eight days later on 
September 14, 1901. 
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