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After Moses and the exodus from Egypt, the Old Testament narratives
concern the working out of the covenantal land promises in Israel’s

national history. This history falls into four large blocks:
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There is a terminus ad que
(i.e., a limiting point in
time) for Israel’s

appearance in Canaan.
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Composed in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, this hymn of
victory boasts that Pharaoh
Merneptah triumphed over
Israel (ca. 1210 BC) during a
military campaign into Canaan.
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The Moral Problem of War
Mo T A 2|

Canaan was not open, available land to the
Israelites. Rather, it was widely populated by
various Canaanite groups.
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¢ The wars were wars of extermination commanded by Yahweh 1=

of 5 o} 7 A o] 1741 HH o] F A o] $5(6:17, 24; 8:24, 29; 10:40; 11 12 cf
Dt.(21% 7)) 7:1-2, 16, 24; 13:12-16; 20:16-18).

¢ Such wars have caused considerable distress for modern sens /t/wt/es pan‘/cularly in
light of the message of peace through Christ. 221 ¢t 7 A ==, & % 3]
S22 22 Eo Fate] WA X|of n]Fo] B uj, drjelse]
_,3.,:/1] U]77—/Ho]] /U—E?-ES']— *75,* o]_-7] 3l © O
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¢ Can such wars be correlated with the calling of Israel to be a blessing to the nations
(Ge. 12:1-3), a k/ngdom of priests among the nations of the world (Ex. 19:5-6)? ©]
A YEo] Js] ZE O F 12:13) HALF teb} HEle o] =2hde]

D235 o fho] 9L 5 QS IHE 19:56)7



Conservative interpreters generally work within the
parameters of what are considered to be moral
constants:
H5A AL ditHos BY e2E HFHE WF
el A 4
» God is always good and compassionate. 5}L1'd 2 aF4 £131A] 32 RFH] 2 -4,
» The OT is a faithful record of God’s dealings with humans.
Tope SpHAA Q12E E Aol gE 248 2.
» Mass killings are evil. o] & &&= ¢fo]r],

The problem is that these moral constants collide in the wars of

Israel against the Canaanites.
=M= 0ldgt 28 2401 0lAct W JHLQH 81K MHUHMH ssetli= A
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The OT Text is Not Faithful

AHESS EMGHKUS

Here, it is argued that the
destruction of the Canaanites never
happened.

The texts were written much later
(in the time of Josiah), long after the
Canaanites had disappeared.

They were written in the interests of
Josiah’s reform movement as a
stimulant to remove the remnants of
Canaanite religion.
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Events Less Violent Than They
seem
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» Here, itis argued that the events
are not as violent as they appear.

» The herem texts are treated as
non-lethal, either as a destruction of
Canaanite religious paraphernalia
or a metaphor for religious fidelity.

» What was called for was expulsion,
not extermination.

» It was a destruction of Canaanite
identity, not the Canaanite people.
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The Destruction was
Justifiable

dEat g = U= U
God'’s judgments are righteous, but
sometimes they are mysterious and
incomprehensible to humans.

The Canaanites were utterly wicked,
deserving to be destroyed (Ge.
15:16; Lv. 18:24-25; Dt. 9:4-5; 2 Chr.
28:3).

God was gracious to the
Canaanites, giving them many
centuries to repent (Ge. 15:16)
s} o] 4L o] F ],
wf 2= Q1 ZFo) A 21H]3]a1
ojaiier = Rli= Aol7]| = g
Zhp el S22 2hK 6] of 3l
e vhgle (3 15:16, 2
18:24-25, 21 9:4-5, U] 3] 28:3).
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Hence, the real question is...
MetA &l E22...

...not whether Israel had the right to dispossess the Canaanites of their
land...

...but rather, whether Yahweh had the divine right to execute judgment.
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The invasion of Canaan by the Israelites no more abrogated God's promise to the
nations through Abraham’s seed than the later exile of Israel abrogoted God's

promises to Israel as the channel through whom the messiah would come.
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The Jordan River divides the Cisjordan (west) from the
Transjordan (east).
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Commander of Yahweh’s Army
Ha22 = Alg &

Presumably, the supernatural warrior was the Mal’ak Yahweh
(Angel of Yahweh).
=AU, =A4HAH MAl= 28 2 2HH=22 AAHJSE A

» Such a theophany (= God shining, God appearing) bridges the gap between YHWH as invisible Spirit and
YHWH as one who reveals himself.

+ That he was on neither side means that the hosts of heaven do not take sides with humans—they are
always on God's side. Humans, therefore. must not think that they can get God on their side, but they must
take care that they are on the side of God’s purposes (5:13-15).

RS S A= o ZA o] o 5 9] Abo] 9] 712 m] )=

. 7ol Hol E £5hX) ehghthe AL St e] ik o7k HE B Q@ st Hoj A
otk AL o] gh Zel B 0171 Shlg e Xyl o g uhE = ol w zpel = oF Hm,

Rl =o] spipH o] B A o] Hojl A %= -0 & oF $F(5:13-15).
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The Battle of Jericho 02|11 M &

The attack upon Jericho did not feature any of the
then-current methods for invading a fortified city,
even though the defenders of Jericho prepared for a
siege.

Held &2 Held 2 AS0l/==8=2 0] £ 0
CHHIHS W 220k, EAl QLMSE TAIE & &ote 8-
= 0L AT MU $3.

Instead, the Israelite army circled the city thirteen times in seven
days carrying the ark of the covenant.

Everything in the city was declared herem (banned from use and
consigned to destruction)

Everyone in the city was annihilated (except Rahab & her family),
and the city was burned.

LHa! 0| ACHE 2= AYAE Wl 78 S &= 13617 =JULE.
ZAC 2= X0l dE(AFE0 SAE L, IIZEHE= JEEH )22 HdoZ.
ZAS 2= A0 MEJ (e d 12 IJIF ML), ZAl= SEHASE.
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Rahab’s House &9l &

Rahab’s house in Jericho is described as
being “in the city wall and in the wall,”
a description that probably refers to a
case-mate wall.

Construction was of two parallel walls
about 5’ to 7’ apart, the outer wall
being the thickest, and joined together
at intervals by cross sections creating
a series of casemates or chambers.

Casemates usually were filled with rubble
for added mass, but sometimes
casemates were used for storage
rooms or even residences.
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Achan’s Sin 0}2t9| %

In the battle of Jericho, one of the Israelite soldiers violated
the ban (7:1; cf. 6:18-19).
Held MF0A OlACHE EAL = e HO| =KAIE
& . 6:18-19).

+ He took a Mesopotamian cloak, an ingot of gold, and some silver, hiding them in his
tent.
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« This action, in turn, contaminated the whole camp.
o ZZFH|&XEIT]O}2] O] o) F el 1 S E TP 7] T19] FFEF QFofl .
o Aoz o] FJFoz Qs G AA L HH

The Torah's cultic laws of purity and impurity were such that impurity was dynamic (i.e., it
could be transmitted to persons and objects). Hence, if o soldier violated the ban, thus

causing impurity for himself, that impurity then spread to the whole camp (cf. Hog. 2:10-13).
EO N EZ U REHN 2 H U2 2EE2 ISEOIHAM(S,

— — g — L)) T OO L_- /] O M

AEIAIS 0l ZO0IE = UAS), 2 2210l sSXNE= 0 AH IS FEI
ot 1 Fdg=22 &G0l HXIH S (= H 210-13). '3




Trial and Execution of Achan
Or2tel THIT XS

The first attack upon Ai, a small neighboring city, resulted
in disaster and defeat. Yahweh revealed to Joshua that
the ban at Jericho had been violated (7:10-12).

Ol=2| &2 T Al OFO[0l CHet 2 Bl =232 AUk IHEH 2
OO &. O#QSZHHI/H O#si#OPOHJﬂ 04EIP_9.I =LY
PIBEIRS S LAF48(7:10-12).

» Inthis violation, Achan also breached various other commandments—theft, lying
and coveting (7:11, 21).

» The task of identifying of the violator passed through three concentric
circles—tribes, clans and families.

« The transgressor would suffer the same fate as Jericho—execution and burning.
o O] PHLAA/AA, ofZhS T E of 2] A= Jutgle - E5d AAE, B 5
(7:11, 21).

o SIURES] A1l FHOl HY L X5, B, T} Eo]ehis A A0 AU B HAE
. WHAE dEne 2 eHe Fe A-AFYHT Bo g
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Covenant Renewal on Mt. Ebal
Ol 2 &I Sl G1eF A A

Near the time of his death, Moses gave instructions for
building a plaster-coated altar where the words of the
Torah could be recorded (Dt. 27:1-8).
A= AN Ecte EE5E JIEE = UEE H3lE
HIE NS 2sScte AAE UWE (4 27:1-8).

- This altar was to be built after the Jordan had been crossed.

. It was to be set up on Mt. Ebal, one of two mountains that guarded the pass at Shechem.

» The altar was to be constructed from undressed fieldstones.

+ Here, the Israelites were to offer burnt offerings and inscribe the words of the Torah on the
plastered stones.

. Here, they were to recite the blessings and curses of the covenant (Dt. 27:12ff.)

o O] A EE QTGS A 2o A& o o] A+

AR L] EEZE X7 ) A5 FLE Q] of gk 2boj] Al E o] 7 o]

AHFE O5X] S =2 TEooF 5

WO RO A o] 22t WY B WA E 2B 7 E2lo] BEe 435 vl E o Ak AF

oA 7IA 252 9ok S E I A FE A8 oF P51 27:120] 5})
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The Blessing & Cursing Ceremony
=20 M3 oAl

As Moses had instructed, Joshua staged the people
on the slopes of the two mountains.
2 Al XA tet, H==0t= BE =S 5 &9
SALHE O B X e,

« Israelites and aliens alike were divided so that six tribes stood on the slope of Mt.
Ebal (3,077°) and six on the slope of Mt. Gerizim (2,849).

«+ In the valley between the two mountains stood the priests and the ark of the
covenant.

» Before them, Joshua had the Levites read the covenant blessings and curses (cf.
Dt. 27-28), to which the people shouted “Amen”.

so] Al 23] o] ol Eo] HAE LR of o Bk RK3,077) FAFH o = 67 X] 9},

22] 4] ¥K2,849) GAFH o= 67 X] IF7F A] A] F] A&

o AR ALo] o] FAPZ] o= AAFEE I A FAIZ; A A

25 YollA], o] T rol= BRI ¢lE oA o efe] HEI AFE FEoA FL(FE,

7 O =2 1

2] 27-2879), W14 S5 oS- 9] 3] <
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The Altar on Mt. Ebal 0|2 49l HIEt

In 1980, archaeologist Adam Zertal discovered a fieldstone
installation on the top of Mt. Ebal, dating it to ca. 1200 BC.

19800l 118X Adam ZertalO] Ol & HAOIA S =&

1200852 Aoz FHE = AN FES YA

The presence of burned cow, sheep and goat bones and the absence of

domestic pottery or other types of bones used in food consumption

suggest that this was a ritual site.

=0 Bt &, &, S I AL I, IIEE AL 4] F 0 AlE= LIE

SFo Wt Hlte 2 0/20] HelE LIRSS AAIE

Walls of unhewn fieldstones laid in a square directly on bedrock and filled
with layers of stone, earth and ashes point to this installation as being an

altar.
LHEA &2 A F A0l 5E=0] J[Ete HIZ2 F0 FMIECE =0 UL,
=, 5, M2 S22 MAMN A= 0l 2ZO0| HEE = AlAFE
Though not accepted by all, Zertal concluded that this could be the very
altar that Joshua built on Mt. Ebal.
o D= 0/t s2othle AP, Zertal2 0/200] =0t 0lZ AHOIl Al &2 ]
MEHY = QLD ZEX S
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Aerial view from the southeast of the stone installation.
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The Gibeonite Treaty J|E&2 1<}

The problem with the Gibeonite treaty was that it was
forbidden (Dt. 7: 2?

JE2 ool 2HMle 11400 sAle A40|UCtE HOIOH (& 7:2)

» Believing that the Gibeonites were not Canaanites and did not live within the area marked
out fj)r destruction, Joshua agreed to a peaceful coalition (apparently in the suzerain-vassal
form).

¢ 7|HE =L shijol i) olp], Tl E/E g 93 <] G 7o 4]
AF&}A] ghr)a B of 3roh=F3] L Wl (F U F+ F )
» Though later the deception was discovered, the oath before Yahweh had already been
sworn and was irrevocable.
¢ 1] 5 Lpo] Z9)9) Ws] A7) o] 5.9 ghoA] o] H] 4] ¢Fo] o] Fof ] 3t
—17_7"'5178 =4 ‘T’H/K/\AI:!
. That this oath was sacrosanct is evident in that many years later, when Saul attempted to

annihilate the Gibeonites’ descendents, David was compelled by Yahweh to deal with
Saul’s violation of Joshua’s treaty (2 Sa. 21:11f).

o] AJ9Fo] 414 B} 0]l TH= A 2, T ALE0] 7] 8-S AEHEY T2
i Al7] el 92 u) Thglo] of 5918 YTy 0 2 A5 o] o5 ol 2 okS
013k 2 A2l afoF Grh AR ol Af 1 5] = e e (w3 21:1 o] 3P
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Gibeon J|E

Kephirah 1H|e}

Beeroth B0 &
Kiriath-Jearim J|&0{ 0O} &

Jericho ({2l 2
Ai 0}0|

‘Nith Jericho and Ai destroyed and the
Gibeonite cities in treaty with Israel,
Joshua had established a wedge into
the very heartland of Canaan.
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Small wonder that the cities of southern
Canaan united forces to oppose them.
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The Southern Canaanite Coalition
=2 LG Gk

Five southern Canaanite cities joined forces to attack Gibeon:
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon.

Ch 92 JtLet 48501 D228 S0t flof Hete:
HSad dIEE, Ol 22, 2)IA D2l H22.

» Both Jerusalem and Lachish are directly referenced in the Amarna Letters (official
correspondence between Canaanite city-states and the Egyptian Pharaoh).

¢ SFAYT )2 B olnf ] AR BT E T
OJHE Fate 7he] 54 AR A FAIH oz ol 7,
- Adoni-zedek (= my lord is righteous), the leader of the coalition and king of Jerusalem,
may have been a priest-king like Melchizedek, the earlier ruler of Jerusalem who met

Abraham (Ge. 14:18).

o SRS AEAfOl A o] 25 gl R A = ] i
of w5 ) oAl gl 3] 2 A ARG ol & T o] I
2[4 & of B efghs whid o FaE o] o] [ F x| Afo| of (3
14:18) >



CANAANITE

JERUSALEM
JtLEOHS &5
NS =& E

This stepped stone

structure (right) was built
. upon rubble from 13"

- century BC Urusalima (as
Jerusalem was called in
 Egyptian texts).
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Battle of Gibeon J|E&2 &5

When a runner from Gibeon pleaded for help, Joshua
force-marched the Israelite army from Gilgal to Gibeon,
taking the coalition by surprise.

JNEZ20AM &2 8380 &= REOIA, H==+0t=
Ol A2t ZHE ZZ20UAM JIE2NA ZHZAlA
geas Jlse

¢ Yahweh directly intervened with a hail storm (and since the Canaanites worshipped Ba’al,
the lord of storm, they must have thought their own gods had turned against them).

o 5 9} 7 4] $-uko 2 | A & (7] Lk AFRE o] EF ] F
(X)) ¢l vl eh& sHl gl 7] o], 152 ofrl = Xppl5 2] 2lo] Z15 o AlA
52 EH0 AL )

¢ [saiah later would call this divine intervention Yahweh’s “strange work” (Is. 28:21).
o] AR Fu o] 218 ) 98 of 5 9} o] 'w] gkl ] o) ol 2]
HAFgH o] A}oF 28:21).

+ During the battle, Joshua prayed so that the daylight hours were miraculously extended
enabling the Israelite army to continue their pursuit of the Amorite coalition forces.

2% = of G0l st 7|52 8kx) 7] 44 0 2 o Alzko] ¢35 o]
o2t el 7} ol e ART-S A% FAT F ULl S
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Foot on the Neck
=0 &= =2|0
(54 CI)

The symbolic action of placing
one’s foot on the neck of an
enemy (10:24) was a common
ancient Near Eastern gesture
of subjugation.
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Here, an Assyrian conqueror
places his foot on the neck of
a prisoner of war.
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The Northern Campaign
S5 cAIEE

The strikes in the north would take on a different aspect

than those of the south.

=5 332 gR0lA2%e UE Sa=s 28 A

¢ The conflicts in the south were largely in mountainous terrain, and the Canaanite armies

Were /nfantry
-] HF TR RFoF X[l o A o] Fol H AL, (FF) ZFLeE

?Z o= H e 0192

¢ The conflicts in the north would be in the lowlands between mountain ranges, and the
Israelites would now face a chariot corps.
50 HF= A Alo] o] A X[ A] o] Fo] H o1, o] A2 AL
N EECEREEY

¢ The recognized superior city in the north was Hazor (prominent in the Amarna texts as well
as various other ANE texts). The Book of Joshua lists Hazor as “head of all those [northern]
kingdoms” (11:10).
B3 o 4] 0] e by 78l ok A5 EA))E o] 9lS
(OFPFE L} A1 of of 2] ol & A ol FEE] XA LFELE).
o g GropA = Bl &g B E B vhere] W e S8 (11:10)
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e s ey northern city

| I states (1 1:10)
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Mudbricks once formed the palace’s 9’ thick walls. They remain where they fell
WHETRGERVEL collapsed in the fire that destroyed the city.

B S OLEN 2ot XS HE 0|ZUH FHESS, CAS IS
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The Unfinished Conquest
0l22 = (319

The remainder of the Book of Joshua is set
against the backdrop of an unfinished

conguest.
H==0tMS LAl =2 0|22 == i3z &
» After Joshua’s initial strikes into the center, north and south of Canaan,
there still remained very large tracts of land under Canaanite control
13:1-5).
(O#zi‘ﬁ\)*o}ﬁ Zhpote] T i BRE H 22 3-S5 Fer
ol = ZFLf ok S2r0] of X 5] Frefakal Ql= Fe HE o)
ol A A5 (13:1-5).
» The division of the land was with the assumption that the various clans
would complete the conquest in their allotted areas (13:6-7).
g o] = of 8] (X35 o] ZpRF eHigE X[ oA S
etE ok Zlo]2f= 71 dfoll o] 701 5 (13:6-7). 30



The Situation of Canaan
Near the End of Joshua’s Life

Jericho & 2] 3L
(burned B-A}5) 6:24
Ai ©}-©] (burned=-A}E) 8:19, 28

Makkedah =} A] T}
(destroyed %1 2) 10:28

Libnah ¥ 1} (?) 10:30
Lachish @71 ~(2)  10:32
Eglon ol =& (?) 10:35

Hebron 3] B. 2 (destroyed <1 '3)
10:37

Debir =51 (?) 10:39

Hazor 3} (burned &A1)
11:11

Madon =} =
(NOT burned =A== X) 11:13

Shimron A] 2. &

(NOT burned EA}= X)  11:13
Acsaph &4}

(NOT burned &A1& X)  11:13
Dor ==

(NOT burned&-A}& X)  11:13

KINGS KILLED =91 %= = 31
12:9-24 31



Asylum Cities = II| &

For cases of manslaughter, six cities were designated
as “cities of refuge” to which one guilty of
involuntary manslaughter might go for safety
(20:1-9; cf. Dt. 19).

ol Al o] BRI RS W, o] 7} o
7 &) A} B Z R o] 9FS 9] Sl
=58 = 9l =340 2 K s
ol A1 H (20:1-9; 2193 H =),
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o Shechem 41| 7
SRR Bezer WA

Hebron 3| B.&
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Levitical Cities
dl? A2 45
Forty-eight cities were designated for
the branches of the levitical clan

RNl A (Jos. 21).
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Balancing the Picture
HAFQ BY Q3D

So Yahweh gave Israel all the
land he had sworn to give
their forefathers... Vot one
of all Yahweh's good
promises to the house of
Jsrael failed; every one was

f’ I/l[]el. [[ed (Jos. 21:43-45)
0|2 201 =& MHA

OlAcCtY B A9
ZAO0 FAIZCH L
Mot PE Z=
OlACHE B4 Ol A
FHOCOZ.,., F=EHA
O|AcCHE AFEHOI A
OFE0tA B E MSH
20/, olLtE o250
A0l 1= Cf
O|2XHTLE. = 21:4345).

Yahweh your God himself will drive
them out... (sos.23:45)

Little by little ] will drive them out
before you, until you have
increased enough to take possession
Of the land Ex 23:30)

You will not be allowed to eliminate
them all at once... o7
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Joshua’'s Death
H==0t<2

The covenant renewal was Joshua’s final duty.
O{OF HAIS (S A0t OLKS a=2oi2

(I —| O

2

O T AA O
After sending the clans homeward, Joshua died at the age of 110.

o] & ol= X FES F o2 Ed B F 1104 Z2

No divine appointment was made for his successor as had happened at the
death of Moses.

T o] Zg uf o= e, 210] F A Aol e A= 2]
g o] o] Fol X X &

Hence, the Book of Judges opens with the question, “Who will be first to go up
and fight for us?”

of o] ARARZ | = "7 "I A Sef A AL oF $FU Zp" el =
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TRIBALALLOTMENTS AS
THEY WERE INTENDED

=cl 222
Al = bk

Dan (10) will migrate to the
north

Ct N IH10)E SECZ ERURAL
S ALLOTMENT

Simeon (12) will eventually be
absorbed into Judah

AE 2 A1 12)= £ =
=L & +&
Reuben (8) eventually will

disappear (or will be absorbed
into Gad)
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Zebulun AE2
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Tribal occupation as it was
In reality

AN EZ X1 = 0|

gt A

The firmest areas of Israelite control were
in the central mountains and transjordan.

0] A2FI 0] I} & &+ 15| XFOF5H
AGe2 s M ULt LEZ
SZINEHAR2EY

The weakest areas were in the coastal
plain and the Jezreel Valley (effectively,
the lowlands).

Jt& Fefat 1S 2 ol O B OF 2f
OlIA=2d Z2RII(CFAI Folf, X X CH)

Areas of Israelite control

B oo
- Areas of Canaanite control
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Preface A &(1:1—3:6)

+ Apostasy and failure at conquest
o B A= &Y

Major Cycles =2 ALO|2(=&)
(3:7—16:31)

Othniel =L[& (vs. Aram O&)
Ehud 0|= (vs. Moab &2 &
Deborah =22t (vs. Hazor ot=%)
Gideon J|&= (vs. Midian 0|C|2t)
Jephthah & Ct (vs. Ammon &=
Samson &tz (vs. Philistia Sd|4!)
Appendices &5 (17-21)

+ Migration of the Danites
=t Al Itel Ol ==

+ Civil war with Benjamin
Bl LFSD AlLF2te] LY & 39
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Failure 2! if

the opening of the book focuses upon the mandate for conquest as a

window for covenant failure
o1ofo] F0/di= BT &CE FF T =&= &S
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The Judgment at Bokim
ES0HANE & E

When the Mal’ak Yahweh left Gilgal, the site of
Joshua’s original military encampment, and
appeared at Bokim (= weepers), his appearance
signaled the failure at conquest. 2& 03| J}
HS=0t2 H B Al EO0I/UE 2= Mt = B4

== AS)0l LIEI%ES M, 12 s8e 85 AllS
ol0IM=

« The judgment he pronounced was a sentence from Yahweh.

D AHESHAEHE WS ERE & A IS

. Now, Yahweh no longer would drive out the Canaanites, but they
would continue to live side-by-side with the Israelites as a
judgment.

Olhl HS2tHA= L 0l&F JILICH AFEEZ Z0LHAl E LA, &89
2atoz 150/ 0|ACHY AU H=L e A0S o3&
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The period of
the judges, a
series of
cycles of
both
successful
attempts at
occupation
as well as
colossal
failures

AAE A CH=

MDA O
O O T

A= N L2k
= It

The Repetitive Cycle
U= &= AIOI2 (=&)

Apostasy Oppression

2 i

ppenta
Peac
oo nce
(>}

By the end of
the period, the
Israelites were
seriously
threatened by
the Philistines,
the remnants of
the Sea
Peoples who
had invaded
Egypt and
settled in the
south coastland
of Canaan.
AFAE AL CH Ot
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Canaanite Religion
JHLERH S 1)

The religions of the Canaanite nations were fertility cults using imitative magic to
induce fertility in the land, livestock and people.

JHLRHBIES 2 S e B, s, dl J AIE S0 AN BEAE S
QTS| Slo R OHE 2 AP 5H= Chat (SR)LS0IUS

» The deities were both male and female.
/:O L—I-/\-I A/_Elt O;/A—I AI CIC IIHoHO

In Canaanite mythology, Ba’al (god of rain, lightning and storm) was killed each fall and
imprisoned by Mot (god of death) causing the dry season.

o JHLFOH M SHOIl A, tlf f(4l, &1 SOl )2 0HE JI=20H0F 52 = Eof i ZE(
O/OH Jl-o:/7 j IL§ J{j/jlt A/II-C O-IO

* In the spring, Ashtaroth (goddess of sex and war) rescued Ba’al from the power of Mot,
enabling Ba’al and Ashtaroth to mate.
S0/ &3 OtACHE(E D M2 014)0] LEO] HAOA Bt = F2=0tH, U I}
OtACHEO| BADIE &t =+ U &
The mating of the deities was believed to cause fertility in soil, animals and humans.
MES HATIINE, &=, 12| CI2t0lJ B4l E(H/=e)E N0 2 AS

« Toinduce the mating of Ba’al and Ashtaroth, humans participated in sacred prostitution
at the high places as a form of imitative magic—"on every high hill and under every green

H)I
0/0

Sf &) ol

tree
bt & fOf*CfEO/ BAINZE _,_o/J/ -r/o/7’ AtEI =SE 28 Uft’* o gdEeZ A//\tof O =0
HHACH, =2 2-"P=E =2 M EE LR OfEf/Oi/M" Ol L/ Ol S

+ Both male and female sacred prostltutes (qedeshim and qedeshot) served the publicin
Canaanite temples and open air sacred sites on the mountains.
S0 S M ZINHAIE D HELE) BF= THLFLHS AKX U AKX 2] OF2] & 5 0l A
== &84S 44



Ba'al, the Canaanite god of
storm, often was depicted
with an Egyptian-style crown.
He also was believed to ride

standing on a bull.
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Ibzan 9] A}
Deborah

Jair o<

Elon %ﬁiﬁé &

JUDGES & CLANS
AtARZH =5 (XITH)

(in biblical order

348 =AUz)

Othniel =Y < (probably Judah o}a} -t})
Ehud o] % (Benjamin #]1}9)
Shamgar 4+Z (Reuben or Simeon
Al B

Deborah = X 2} (possibly Naphtali -2
VA o2 gad)

Gideon 7] = (West Manasseh A1 ELtA])
Tola &g} (IssacharSIALZ)

Jair oF (possibly East Manasseh Y2
7hFe L2 TH BYyA|)

Jephthah o (probably Gad o}=} 7t)

lbzan §4H(possibly Asher F2 7154 0.2
o)

Elon €& (Zebulun = E-&)

Abdon ¢+<= (probably Ephraim o} v} =
drz4l)

Samson AH< (Dan®) e

259 2



1St Cycle = H Y ALO| 2:

Othniel of Judah = Ct 2| 2L & 3719

The people of Israel suffered oppression under

2

the King of Aram for eight years. 0|A¢2t¥

Hd2 otg & otoll 8 =2 A HE SRS

Othniel, introduced earlier as the husband of Acsah, the
daughter of Caleb (cf. 1:12-15), was the first judge and
warrior-deliverer.

0180 2o & SAIE OLHHZE 20/et AL =E AME ZLE
(&L AMAD 1:12-15)2 X B AFAFOI A EA-A R AT E
While no war details are given, the important stimulant for
his warrior career was "the Spirit of Yahweh.”

MO HE ASE FHA A EUALLE 19 EAZAL =0
SLot A2 HE "Ha2°2 F"0/IUE

Peace was achieved for a whole generation.

ot MU MAH S0t B2Z2 HFolAS
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Canaanite King on a Cherubim Throne with
Prisoners

(carved on an 1vory plaque, ca. 1200 BC)
7hbel o] T1go] mabol glo} gl B ¥R E
(ot MAX A, =74 120013 7)




The Wariike Holy spirit
X ZH O| A 24
L O — O O

All war in the ancient Near East was religious in character.
N 20 2= dd82 Susd 448

« As described earlier, the wars against the Canaanites were
intended as judgments

o SIA O35 HISf 20/, JILICHOIS Sl MEE Aol OoJ= = 2Hof&/(Lv.
dl 18:24-27; Dt. 4! 9:5; 18:9, 12).

« The empowering force of the Spirit lay at the heart of the war
effort: the Spirit “rushed” upon the judges, enabling them to
defeat their foes

o 880 =5 FHoIE 0 MAl HMAH &S5 =4/

AMAFS O "2t A0 & otAA == Sof §== %E/I’/Jf //\’ (Jg 2t
3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6, 19, 15:14).

« Hence, we often refer to the judges as “charismatic leaders,” and

it may have been the people’s respect for such leadership that

fostered their resistance to a monarchy, since monarchies
traditionally are dynastic, not charismatic.

. JHA 22/ MASE S "IaIA0 S NEHS"0/24D 25,
REFE HEXO2 32| AQIH(SME)0IX & HSF 02| B0,
01215t XIS 20 et A SO =Z 0 DEHO et HES

EEPERE == "



2" Gycle S 21 FH AFOI 2
Ehud of Benjamin 4| Lt 21 2| 0f| = 5:12-30)

The Moabite war lord, along with cohorts from Ammon

4

4

and Amalek, captured Jericho (City of Palms), putting
the nearby Israelites into vassalship for 18 years.
2o 20 F&42 =10 oo Rel=d &H Held
(B4LIR d48)8 #8otl, 2129 0|ACY BHd== 184
S0t S4l dElz BIEUS

Chosen to carry the tribute money to Eglon, the Moabite king, the
left-handed Ehud concealed a dagger on his right thigh.

P =20 £ BIXIES A8 22280 0|22 19 LEXR
of X0 EtEE =2

After delivering the tribute money, he doubled back under the pretext
of delivering a private message to Eglon.

AEE NEE =7, O=2 O=20H 225 = NetHle &£ LHA
=l

He then assassinated him in his privy, escaping by the misderon (a

term of uncertain meaning).
=2 12 el BA0AN &=, 0AHE(X0] ==aat E0)= Soff

e B —— A Y )
EIt=5
Sresiar

- B2H(0|ACIE:nTon) 2 ‘FEH(HEER: JIS0H QU0 0| R= 2L), B2 B 59 20|2
LD oLt FHatst SHo et H2s SLICH 50



Scholar Baruch Halpern reconstructs the locked
room mystery by translating the misderon as an
elevated, 2" floor toilet.

R R s R PN
A|H A=A AAH 25 ML=

W odslol Ml v~ 2] & A T4 sk ATk
After wriggling out through the toilet hole, he
passed the king's attendants without suspicion,
then leading a successful revolt.

d=8)| 8= Sol =2 HIEN
bk A LE2E &, 22l AotS 0l 2l & 2 Al
o AUYH &80l grets 0| = UL

) =

audicnce




3" Cycle Al 2R ALOI=:
Dehorah of Ephraim 0l 22t 2| E 2 2ty

Two distinct literary forms describe the
cycle featuring Deborah.

CHCEE SAC=R & AHO|I2E2 & Al &A
st A Oz QAIE
+Prose narrative &tE LHEHEIE( A AF)

This double account is similar to the story of Israel’s crossing the Red
Sea (Ex. 13-15), where the narrative is followed by a poetic victory song.
In both cases, the poetry seems to be the older of the two accounts, for in
both cases the poetry features archaic Hebrew and ancient names. ©|
o213 o] % 72 W2 E] B F o A Z2]9] 7} 1.0
ojzetdlo] ol 5 ZH o] of7[et ARSI - &7 EF, AT
(A3 Z=2l)7F 7 7] 5 & O L8ld A o2 Hol=t] o= Al7}7F

s| HeJo] ool wrjo] Xy & E ok 7] wlr-ol U, 52
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The Combatants ) & A (H

Deborah (= the "bee”) would be aided by Barak (=
the “lightning”), though Barak’s reluctance to go
without her would mean the credit for victory
would go to a woman.

cEei(="g")= g (= "HiH")e === 8 EH/A2LL,
HIE0l 2 80| JJI& &2l &0l scle =2 el oA
S0HH RS

. The army of Jabin, the oppressor, was led by a warlord named Sisera,
whose forces included a huge chariot corps.

o SHAL OFEIS] = AlACIeHE 0 &20] 0| FJLH, 12 0=
72 84 200 Zet5H UUS

. Most of the Qenites, a people of Edomite extraction and relatives of
Moses (1:13; cf. Ge. 36:11), sided with Jabin and Sisera, but one clan
of Qenites seemed to favor the Israelites (4:11).

. Ol S5 SL0I BAHCS &0l 2 AtE(1:13; &36:11 &X)° HEESE
OFEI A AlACHE] EHOll J2L, 2 Ate = 2t JIZ22 0/A 2t E XAt L=
F2(4:11). 53







Jael'sExploit Ot 2 2| S A

Barak’s forces routed the army of Sisera, and
the enemy general abandoned his chariot and
fled on foot (probably due to the terrain and
slope).

it 2o AlActe] 2UE AHAZASIA, H=22
&2 SHE Held 8= 2 J/S (0H0tx
XI& A THE20).

+ Assuming he was safe within a Qenite family, he entered the
tent of Jael for refuge and rest.

o AACtE A S5 JIZ0AE ot HEetd 420, Ol &
7o OFZ 2l &5f0ll =01 ZELE.

+ While asleep, she killed him with a tent peg and turned his
corpse over to Barak.

o JIIEE[U=E M, OFE2 &% 252F 1= =AY, AIHE BHF 01
=L 55
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sony of Debhorah & Barak
C =21 QF 2ol L 2H

The poem offers a variety of details beyond the prose
narrative, including:

Ol Al= &E2& 0l HHEIEE E0HAH st AT AtE S
Hl=¢&LICh:

The warlike presence of Yahweh leading his people in wars of
judgment (5:4-5, 11, 20-21, 31, cf. Ps. 68:7-8)

Ao MHOA I / WAEZ 0/ LAl 8EZO Ha2tel 2l (5:4-5,
11, 20-21, 31; &=L Al68:7-8)

.« An emphasis on volunteerism (5:2, 9, 13-15a, 18) and the reluctance
of some clans to respond to the muster for Yahweh war (5:15b-17,
23)

o NMEE A AL (5:2,9, 13-15a, 18)2F 22 X LU=0] (228 AE=
Plet 280 Hele 25 (5:15b-17, 23)

. The lack of access to roads (5:6) or weapons (5:8)
T2 8248 ££5(5:6) =2 2| £5(5:8)

. A celebration of Jael Ot& J18 (5:24-27)

. A taunt toward Sisera’s mother AlA2t2] O{U{LIE &gt XF(5:28-30) s6
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4 Gycle : Gideon of Manasse .
A2 TH AFOI=2:25HAI12 Il & 269

If chariots had given an advantage to the northern
Canaanites, camels used as cavalry gave an
advantage to the desert-dwelling Midianites.

"erer AAHOF |8 JHLS SSS0H FelBOE, JIE 200
SEE AIEst A2 A0l H=olE 0ICIet AHE S0l
Ol HM=Ct."

. As a desert people, their raids into Israel were more on the order of

“tax-collecting” expeditions, and the Israelites were unable to defend
themselves in open farming country but hid in caves instead (6:2).

o AFEF BIZOI 0ICIoF 559 0|ACHE FEE =2 "M E="0 JtJIS
OEOIULH, 0|ACHE Y82 HE2 sZX0A 155 20ig = UL,
el == 0] =0 XL (6:2).

. God responded to Israel’s plea for help in two ways: 1) a prophetic

rebuke for covenant unfaithfulness, and 2) the call of Gideon.

. otltedZ2 01A2tE e 5= Flat 2AE0 F I 4/ F SEOIE ! 1) 919

=848t et WeE =3, J2[1)2) JIE22 F24.
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Gideon'sGall )| ==°

A2HIF 24

Gideon’s call came through the Angel of Yahweh, the

mysterious figure that speaks both for Yahweh and
as Yahweh.

JIESY AY2 015249 MXH(FEANE Sl iR Ed, Ol
MHIZ2 Ellle HS2E Qidlol] EolHAE SAI0
HS 22N 2ot &M

+ After offering a sacrifice, Gideon was instructed to demolish his
father’s pagan altar to Ba’al and Asherah and to construct a proper
altar to Yahweh.

JIEE22 MAIE £l =, Ot X2l Ut OtAI2HE Flat 018 M= ol =4,
WS 2E Flet ZHIE MEE HRClE AAIE &

. Though the town’s people objected, Gideon’s father convinced them
that if Ba‘al was genuine, he could defend his own altar. 8& A& =0/
BHIHRAAI B, Jl=22 OtH Al= HIE0] &BF A10[2t AAZ XA HEHS
ANHE 20/12t0 D=2 ESHE

. Gideon was given yet one more sign of God’s call, the sign of the
fleece.

. JIE2e g £2(R2Y)
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Gideon'sWar )| ==°| 8 X

Preparations for the war began with a substantial

reduction of Gideon’s army by Yahweh’'s
command.

88 =dle =222 a0l Oet J1E=22 2UE S

2

d=Soles A= ANEE
The remaining small force was instructed to arm themselves with
shophars and empty jars with torches inside.

g2 40 Fg2 UHEY =2 25 B g0t/ F&orcte AAIE

HF=
= o

In the night, they broke their jars, blew on their shophars and
shouted the war cry. In panic the Midianites and their cohorts
self-destructed, turning on each other.

2ol =2 g0t2lE ] UHE =S =00 N8O 8= 2/FLEL 010 =&t
W&l O/Cier 2 ] SHPS2 AESE ZHotH AEZE

A shophar was the common signal for an entire army unit, and 300
blasting at once sounded like an impregnable army!

LIiZ= 28t 8= = A/t At&ot= AR =0, 300F 01 SAI0 S At
A2 Uix] 2&HC (Z2HAHE SZCH



Mutilation Al &l &l &

Mutilation of enemy corpses was well-known in the ancient Near East.
Decapitation, cutting off hands and feet and the exposure of bodies was a way of
showing superiority and victory, just as the Ephraimites decapitated Oreb and
Zeeb (7:25). Below, an Assyrian bas-relief depicts the collection of enemy heads.
I 2S0AH Z2 AlA S glE£ole dFe S &8 UAJLCL Je e/ =2/E
JIAIotE 8L ZE, SE=Z HIHLF £2= EHol J AlAE E2 U= 0] B 0L

WECHE X LE U A2 S5 HIAXE MG Z0ILF (AFAFI] 7:25). Ofci 2] EAIC] Of

SXE Xo| (ie|E +Hols BHS BAIGID ULCH
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The Offer of Kingship = = x| 2|

The Israelites now offered Gideon governance
over the tribes with dynastic succession.
olActd BHMHZ2 OlAHl JIE=20 S=2 Als SXHS
Rt S

+ Gideon refused, properly recognizing Yahweh as the true King
of Israel.

o JIE22 HSNA OlACHE S &=l 20|14 S =HI2 | 21 & 61
0l HEE

« However, his large harem, his collection of war spoils, the
naming of his son Abimelech (= “"my father is king”) and his
creation of a special tunic (ephod) all suggest that he exhibited
the trappings of kingly leadership, even while saying “"no.”

o AUt 1o B2 Ot E, MElZE2 =&, 0t=2 0|5 = Ordl 2 &)(=
"L Ot Xl = S0[AICH)OI2HY X2 &, 12| S8t FH(0=X)=
OtE &2 IOt ] ZolTAME 3 =2 B0 0=
A= AALE oL




Abimelech the Opportunist
)12 =2 At Ot & &l (g

Shechem, the home of Gideon’s concubine, was
probably still Canaanite.

JIE=22 &2 &ol HA=2 Oort0F (&8sl JtLIS AIEE2] EO0IUS
AH

A

. The designation "men of Hamor” (9:28) seems to link them with the
Hivites, one of the seven nations of the Canaanites (3:5-6, cf. Dt.
7:1).

. "ot=° E&"0/2te 2 &(9:28)2 _1=0] JHLICHS 28 == = oFLIC!
olFl S50 A& USE AAFE (3:5-6; & 7:140F &X).

. Hence, Abimelech’s overture to his uncles was whether they would

prefer rulership by Gideon’s other sons (Israelites) or rulership by
himself (a half-Canaanite, half-Israelite).

. UlCtA OHEIZE0] QI ES0H B4 Her2 150/ JI=E22 LIE OlEE
(O1ACHECIE)0 LIASE S B A= Fot= L, OFLIE Xf&I(BtE JfLLO!
ALEOI 2 BHE OIACHE AFE 0! R0 CHAE S &€ ot Lie
X0IHE

. The tribute gift they gave him enabled him to hire a band of

mercenary thugs to wipe out all other possible threats to his position
(though one brother escaped).

. S0 30 = X2 It 8% SZWSS DS60) XA Ktelol et



The Debacle at Shechem
N &0 A2l & A

Jotham'’s fable and curse came to pass within

three years.

LE9 2352 MFIF 3¢ o)l OIF&

« Apparently, Abimelech did not hold court in Shechem (cf. 9:41),
but lived some distance away, appointing a vice-regent, Zebul, to
rule for him.

o OtHIZZE =2 HZ M &E EXIotAl 11 (9:41&8X), H=e & EHA
20l &8N & A== FLEE0 &Zof A LA CHA I &F

+ The Shechemites turned to banditry under yet another leader,
Gaal ben Ebed (= "loathsome son of a slave”).

M AME=E2 L LIE XA 022 Ot JtE(= "C0/8 §L2A2Z
OLE")E UI=H LE = AlEE

. Zebul reported this mutiny and seduced Gaal into open field
combat, where he was led into an ambush.

. AZ2 0] Btets B U5 F, JIE2E OF8 MEE 2P0t U= =& 01

ff € &
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The End of Abimelech

Ol_t” tHl &l O

= T — —l-—l_l_

Cutting off the Shechemites’ retreat back to the

safety of the city, Abimelech slaughtered them.

OHHIE &2 M&A AMES2 d8222 E=E XiHolld

2

ODES SHASIALCE.
He ruined the arable land with salt (the Romans would later do
this to Carthage, also) and then attacked the remaining defenders
in the city who had taken refuge in the citadel tower on the
acropolis.
1= ZEX0 £
IIEEFIONA =

1204 SF

o T o

When Abimelech attempted to burn out the defenders of a sister
city, a woman dropped an upper millstone from the tower, which
struck him on the head, fracturing his skull.

OtbI Z'2l0] &t X0 T AIQ] 8012 ES SAL=SA ofAf, &F (1210 ZHCH O A
EII-/E O/KKI-O CC#WCCE# jO/ U{E/E OF= C]H;’; _’l:_lT_/ H{EL/

At his request, his armor-bearer finished him off.
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5™ Cycle: Jephthah of Gad
5':'._'| RH A|'O| %: 1"9| g! |:|' (10:6—12:7)

As before, the 5" cycle commences with a
description of Israel’s lapse into pagan worship.

Ol& Y OF&DLIXIZ, 5HT AIOIE2 0lA2HA0| 0Ol Al

=HiO0l WXl= A0 St SAI=Z AIEE

When the people cried out to Yahweh for help, God’s answer,

possibly in a prophetic oracle, was the sarcastic jibe, "Go and cry

out to the gods you have chosen!”

o HH0 Ha2 E5= Flol F=2X A, ofLtEd 2 0t0tE: ¢l &1 & 9l

MECZ, "HBJF A8t AMS0HLE ItA SFE2EX012H"ClE £ & & Pl

(H/JQE =Cct2 51A

Only when they demonstrated their repentance by discarding the

trappings of paganism did Yahweh respond to them through
Jephthah the Gileadite (Gilead was in the territory of Gad).

. P& 1=0]/ 018 Ao EXN= U2 §/7/7’°”° IH Ol OF ot LI E TH A =
22 AE 2LE Soff As0lJ E5otds (2222 2 Xore] &0

Lo UAUAS).
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Jephthah's Vow 2 (2| A&

Prior to his attack against Ammon, Jephthah

vowed a vow to Yahweh:

ACHs LB S0 LA HSAN AHRAS &:

« He would offer as a holocaust the first living thing crossing his
threshold if God gave him victory.

o OILIEHNA 10 S2lE FAIH, & 2 s B0 4T HE Bz
Ee2l T HEE

« Whether or not he envisioned a human sacrifice is unclear, since
the Israelite four-room house contained animals as well as people.
The Hebrew text of Jephthah’s vow simply refers to “the
comer-forth who comes forth.”

o 0l HEO| CIAMIAME SFat XH0lXe =ZZ 3, 0l= 0/A2tE 2 ] 2F
&2 AEE Ol 2t 825 & A= 2280 WE. 6/E2/00 EEZ22
Et=ol "Lt2= At LIL="0/2t2 g8t

. Unfortunately, what crossed his threshold after the successful
battle was his only daughter!

OHEtZHN =, ME0A sclet £ 12 & 2 802 X2 12 2/SZE! 66
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OIEl_L DO—IO oH = Hl

= AA L_ m
Two side-by-side statements have prompted much
discussion: & JIX| &l=0] =82 SHL TS
."He did to her as he had vowed “(11:39a)

A(&LH)IF JE(E) A A et LHE ot ALE (11:39a)

+"And she was a virgin” (11:39b)
"EO| GAE X ZEotHEHEH (11:39b)

If he offered her as a human sacrifice, why does the Bible not censure him? If, on
the other hand, he made her into a living sacrifice of perpetual virginity without
marriage, how could it be said that he had fulfilled the specific ferms of the vow?
Josephus interpreted that he burned her, and the rabbis in the Talmud agreed.
Many Christians, in light of Jephthah's commendation in Heb. 11:32, doubt that he
murdered his own daughter. The conclusion remains unclear.
oror 10 2= QIMINEZ BHROHE, H 422 1S dILHotA EUASH? BHH
00t WS HEGA UD BAS HUEZ XS & NS SO, M2 A2
200 SFEHALIL & = USNh? QAFLA= 1 25 SEIR” O oAU
SRCo HUISX 0l0l s2SMCH deflt 51E8elA 11:3201 M 20 &2 A
Dol 2 OelAES2 I AN €= =0IX EACHD ejystth B2E=2
H&ol =2=3otLt.
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6" Cycle: Samson of Dan s+
O:| /)l' = XKH APO| =: Lt K| l_”9| A (13-16)

Samson, the last of the judges described in the
book, epitomizes the compromised
Israelites—both their empowerment by God and
their terrible failure.

ALARDIS] DEXISY ALALSLD &&2 2&806| Elget 0|ACH
HAS2 M8 -0l s ROo=F4d 1s2 s
A€ &l 2=,

+ His Nazirite vow and feats of strength showed Israel at its best.

o O LA MBI SEL &2 0/ACHE O] ZEES BE5= BEHE

+ His carelessness about spiritual things showed Israel at its worst,

so that, as the Hebrew poet would later say about the period of
the judges, “"They wasted away in their sin” (Ps. 106:43b).

o D GHO AS0 LA=2E H2 0/A21E 9 Zzete P55 B0,
Ol= olE2] AlCI0| =0 AFAF AICHOI CHoH “1=0] & = 0fl A
AZAMCY/ A ES] K E = HIEOH SIHCH (Al106:43b) 2t 1]
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The Philistines, a New Threat
N2 28, Sd4A AIE=

The Philistines formed a special group not originally listed
among the seven Canaanite nations (cf. Dt. 7:1).
SN MBS HQ JtLete 2F F20) XX US S
gts gddis (&17:1 EX).
Beginning about 1185 BC, not long after the Israelites arrived in Canaan, the Philistines settled on the
southwest coast of Palestine along the Mediterranean Sea and inhabited five major cities.
72 118517, o] =2k Wl o] sujere] =gl M5 DAl AFE S XSS
w2} e~ Ef ol o] WA % s okel] F et Al Aje] F2 5ol A5
Mycenaean in origin (cf. Am. 9:7; Je. 47:4), the Philistines were one group of a larger migration of the
so-called “Sea Peoples,” who wreaked havoc along the eastern Mediterranean coast in their search
for territory.
E oM AP ES 0] A (EF) X 02 (Y97, # 474 IF), §S 3] 95 TH
A 53 doto] 2 Eehe o7 HYF V02 Bt tirE o F FHolS
They were driven back from Egypt by Pharaoh Rameses lll, settled on the southwest coast of
Canaan, and gave to the area its later Roman name, “Palestine” (which is a derivative of the name
“Philistine”).
5+ A= 34 Tfef @ o) o) o] f E A F el KL, 7ok HAY & ok
g on, o] x| oo Fof Zupa] o] g ol FhesEfol o]zl X o] Fof H( o=
B A AF o] ef= o] F o)A FAH A)
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The Philistine
Pentapolis

= a-” Al 5EH C_ A|//\-I =)
Ashdod OfA %=
Ekron 0 &
Ashkelon OtA =2
Gath Jt&
Gaza JtAl

The Israelites would struggle
against the Philistine threat
throughout the time of
Samson, Samuel, Saul and
all the way until the time of
David.

O/ikallO-I/ BHA = 2 AR

—To=2TC oo,

MEBE, A= AIE HA
LIRS AICHIFAT =2l &2
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samson’s Marriage & =°| Z2 =

Over the objections of his parents and in defiance of the
covenant (3:5-6; cf. Dt. 7:3), Samson married a
Philistine.

S2E29 B2t ¢1efE UHIIMH (3:5-6; &l 7:3 FX), &f&2
el Z2E&

. That this fatal attraction was prompted by Yahweh comes as a surprise
(14:4) and probably indicates, not so much that God approved of the
marriage, as that he used this circumstance to sharpen the enmity
between the two peoples.

. 0l XIZ&ol 220/ Ha2Z2FH HIZEJLE MEE =22 20/, 0l=
ofLIE 0] 1 == S0l 210/ otLl2t, & 8IF 2te] Hif2Z= JdXAIF7]
Plofl 0] &&= AMEoIbAsE EHF= XL JIs80) 3

+ Prior to the marriage, Samson, empowered by the Spirit, killed a lion
with his bare hands. 2= &, &4=2 o6/LIE9 Z0| &5t} ZotLe=Z
HECZ MAE SHS

. Later, he found a hive in the carcass and further compromised his vow
by scooping out honey. =0 1= AXS AIMOIAH E&= EHot L, HIIA
== IHUO AFAC] LIA O HSFE H 0] Z2US
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The Riddle == =i )|

At the seven-day wedding
festival (mishteh =
“drinking bout”, 14:10),
Samson further violated his
vow by consuming
fermented drink.

7272t Z= AX(U 1 H|
="z LHII(+=9)", 14:10)
OA &HE2 2o
=SS5 UFAIH X412
Mer= & ot B 01 &

Offering a test of wits accompanied
by a wager, Samson retaliated
against the Philistines when they
wheedled the answer from his
bride.

He took his revenge at Ashkelon,
collecting from the victims his debt
for the wager.
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The Revenge Gontinues

N s =4

When Samson returned to the Philistine village to

exercise his conjugal rights, he was refused, since
his bride’s parents had given her to another man.

o0 1129 ofuiete F22 dcelE doldd Sdi 0IE=

2

S0IAS M, d= AI—'?’—_J 22I JHE OE EX0H =

0 HESE

Furious, Samson burned up the vineyards and farms of the villagers
by tying together foxes in pairs and setting their tails on fire.

et 2 HERES B0 X0 22 e 23U s&= St=
The villagers, in turn, burned his bride and her family, inciting Samson
to every more fury

00 OIS MBS0l &0 AE9 1149 IIES SHY &9 2L2 0S
28

When he was turned over to the Philistines by the Judahites, he
attacked the Philistines and overwhelmed them with a donkey’s
jawbone, Kkilling an entire unit.

70t AFEE0] &S SdIA AMES0H EJIA, &&2 LA EMZE =4

MESE 2o, 8t PUE 2F =&



samson at Gaza
JEAHOI A 2] & &

Samson’s antagonism toward Philistine men
seemed only to be matched by his
attraction to Philistine women.

o0 SdA SAS0H 20l HUjlZ2e Sd4A
HA=0H 2cl= HE8HE0ILE doll 2

+ When he was discovered visiting a prostitute at Gaza,
the citizens attempted to trap him at the gate.

o _1IJFIAHOIIA B HE &3 0] 2 E A, LA AIBIE2
SZ0MH 1 &2 HE

+ Samson grasped the gates, posts, bars and all, carrying
them to Hebron, nearly 40 miles away and mostly uphill.
3L &EE éf‘—ﬁ‘E 7/‘ ‘:’/“”C(Oﬁi"’—c Js), SLE A 25
o1 JtAl 2 400t 0l & E 0 A o// ZJA, HEZ2 20|
ool 2= Z01 1%%% AL 2




Delilah’'s Decelt == 2| NS

The Philistine rulers agreed to pay her an
exorbitant price for extracting from Samson the
secret of his strength.

SA wwse Adol B3O HYS LOoHE IR
AGFOHN 23 Bas )iz g2

+« She promptly set about questioning him concerning his
superhuman powers, and Samson, now cavalier about his
strength, began telling her lies, but lies that were ever closer to
the truth.

. JL#: =\ /‘*“‘O/ FOIZOI g0l LHoll & Z0F] A&, OLH AHal2f

= WA EIH HIIE &2 I = ofJl AIZHCL) T HAELE2
I* I* L A& J/J]fTJ &

« To a superstitious person, his lies may have sounded plausible,
and in one of them, he again violated his Nazirite vow by allowing
himself to be tied with fresh gut (new thongs).

. U//.;/; 2= AMEUIHE 12 HXUEO IEZotH A= =+ ﬁ’ﬁﬂ, _]
= OHLIOIAI = &/&0] AlAet LHEZ(M IISs2) s AHblE R ofi
C/LA/ L/L/\IO/ /Hoto WDI

. By this time, Samson already had begun to consider himself
invincible. OIIHE &f=& 0/0] Xt&0] 2&0[2HL] 2610 Al &g
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Cutting HisHair i 2| 0| A& £ [HC}

In the Torah, when a Nazirite cut his hair, it signified
his discharge from his vow (cf. Nu. 6:13-21).
EclllA=, LIAQI0| HelatieE A=2s A2 12 A&0
nyss on#s (2147 6:13-21 &X).

.« Samson’s hair was the last symbol of his vow, the only one he had not

broken by this time. &2 Ui2/te2 12 A& = Ot DA OJIX] &2
OFXI 2 &EO0IUE

. When he awoke, he thought he would leave as before, but this time,
the Spirit of Yahweh had left him. Z1Jf Z0lA THHGE [, O/If g £&
= U= H0/2F H20A8H 0/80l= Ha2tel F0l 15 LA

. He was now weak as any other man, and the Philistines b/inded him
and took him to Gaza, where they forced him to grind in a prison mill.
1= OlMHl THE AMEEd OHE BF 20l ol 2, EdIA AEE2 12 ==
ZJ ot 1 JtALE LI =9 == =2l &

. Yet, in the mill his hair began to grow!

AL 1 2=0A 2] (H2IFHE 0] CLAl Xtetd] Al&et!
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The Final Exploit O X| 2 S &

Samson’s final feat of strength came during
a Philistine celebration, when they
brought him in to mock him.

o2 0HX9 g2 Sd& AIZ2S0l 18 £Foh)|
fiol 2=02l &Xl S0 EREHUS

+ After being guided by a boy to the pillars that upheld the
roof, Samson prayed one, final prayer of desperation
and pushed down the pillars.

o 280 Gl NISE HEX= JISL=E PIeeE =, &2
HE e Jr24 OtX S JIE 8 =2l J JIsE 201 B0{Ld

+ The roof collapsed, and Samson and everyone present
was Killed in this last feat of strength.

« &£ HZ=O &= 2R otA NS0 BUS L, 2 et UE
DE A2t 7] 222t =22 g+ &

T o= XX
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Dagon was a fertility
deity linked to grain
and fish, staples of
Philistine culture.
l:}-“-c’ _'EJJ =4J|,

S =dAl 239 "9
A& 2eE S
A0 RACEH.

He was worshipped by
the early Amorites and
Cities such as Ebla and
Ugarit. 1= =J|

OtZ 2|0 =1t Ol =2
LICIEZ &2 T AI0IA
= b £ 2 LCF

He was a member,
perhaps the head, of
the Philistine pantheon.
1= SdlA EFA/E

(el =) 2l & & 0] At
OOt ] = 502

Pergamon Museum, Berlin - RULL
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The Appendices = =(=)

The appendices at the end of the book
describe two disconnected incidents, both
demonstrating the general disorder of the
times.

20| O X< -.-._._I Xst FES2 & IJtAl Eoie
MAE UFL JA2H, F AtHd 25 1 AlGIS
&BHA Q| E?;P EOIIE

+« No less than four times is the comment, “Israel had no
king” or "Everyone did as he saw fit” (17:6; 18:1; 19:1,
21:25).

o "OIACHE O 20| RIJLECE" S22 "AME =2 HOICH A2 =0
U= 2 51QCH'E 20] = ABH | B S&8H(17:6; 18:1;
19:1; 21:25)

+ This comment will be the final line in the book.
OleCi= 0L 020l 0d= L0/ = 81



The Danite Migration (17-1s)
& X IIF O] == (17-18)

The Danites were unable to dislodge the
Canaanites from their territory (1:34; 18:1), and
with the added Philistine threat, they sought
new territory.

"o XIl= JUeE AleES 1S9 ES&E0lA SO0t Al 23D
(1:34; 18:1), 2342 £/80| CHXK MES TS
o4 JAL."

+ The story of their migration begins with a local incident
in which a maverick Ephraimite created a shrine in his
home.

o 1S9 0/ 0/0FJ]= Bt P=5ar OECHE ArE 0] AFAl2] &0
MEZE HE XSG AMALZE Al EE

+ It is a story of religious syncretism and covenant

violation.
Ol= SwW& S22 o1F K/E+2l 0/0FJ[0]L}. 82



The Danites Move
=t X1}, Ol S oL

In search of new territory, five Danite spies

N2 S

2

2

discovered Micah’s shrine and used it as an
oracle.

&E OA "o © X HEFEE2 01J12

AP E AL ANS MH2Z AIESE

After scouting out a vulnerable territory in the north and preparing
to invade it, the Danites determined to take with them Micah’s
shrine and his priest. SZ0(A et X|E= §&ot) &S THIE &
=, B Aot= 01ote] Mg 4t 19 MAFE = & i Z2&8 &
Micah, the thief, was now the victim of theft, but against the
armed company of Danites, he had little recourse but to turn back
home. ==0/&%E 0/0t= Ol =& 2 LloH AHOF &l QA8 2&a H
Aatel 22/017H thater 880] Sidd 2= H2F S0t =20 SIS
Arriving in the north, the Danites attacked Laish, burned the city,
and then rebuilt it for themselves, renaming it Dan and
establishing the shrine. SZ0 ==5t & X/lif= 20/ AE & ol
ZAE Stz =, MU=SE Fol 1 ZAIS 2ot 0|SE B =

HPD (B2 1) N2 HS .



Entrance to Laish
2tO| A &

These steps, through
which merchants passed
to reach the interior of
Laish, led directly to the
Middle Bronze Age gate,
visible as an arched
shadow at the top.
&PI=0] 2tolL 2 LHFE=Z
=0 )| ?lol AMMERE 0]
HEE, ZLHI0A OFX &
I8 B0l= =]
Sz AUS E2= Hi=
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Civil War with Benjamin (021
B LFSI Al IFRFL] L& (19-21)

While the civil war in the time of David is better
known (2 Sa. 2-4), it was preceded by an
earlier civil war among the clans.

Ct AIOHE &0l O & 2 d UK SH(AGH 2-4F), 1
Ol& Ol Ol0] M= (KAL) 2t8 LHMEO| U/US

+ This conflict nearly exterminated the tribe of
Benjamin.

o 0l ZE2 HILIB! X UtE HO MZAIZ M=

+ The timing of this conflict may have been early in the
judges period, since Phineas, the grandson of Aaron,
was still living (20:28; cf. Ex. 6:25; Nu. 25:7, 11).

o 0 28 AlEZ2 AMA AILH =8HY = Q=0 0l= 0FE S
=0 HIEotAJF WMol &0F DI IHEE( 20:28; =
6:25; 81 25:7, 11 &=X).
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The Outrage at Gibeah
)| E0tU A2 Bkt

The initial cause for the civil war was an atrocity of
homosexual aggression and rape in Gibeah of
Benjamin.

LHECl ZE2 HILIe! XIS JIE0I0NA Lo SHHE =1t
Z2t0]cts &3¢

. When a traveling Levite and his concubine took lodging with an elderly
Ephraimite, the hell-raisers of Gibeah surrounded the house,
demanding homosexual relations.

. O =0/5 st el 02 HO| LIOI= MWECHE AtES] &EOA FotAL,
JIS0te EEHi=0] 1] &= SiMI 58 219 P E A&

. Rather than surrender, the guest sent out his concubine, and they
gang-raped her so severely that she died.

. Ol0l SotAl 1 =52 18 8= WEH Y, 1= &H 2d2t= gotJ Eoff
Z = At2te

. He took her corpse to Ephraim and dismembered it, sending the parts
to the rest of the tribes.

. = 38 ANEZE B ZE JINHIIA E8H =, 7] X2 == [
Aot=0lH 2
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Homosexual Languaae in the
Bible
d40 U sd0 A0

There is no direct Hebrew verb for sexual intercourse; all references in
the Hebrew Bible are euphemistic as is the verb “to know.”

olECI0llE E&&2HE HEZFLZ LIEHHNE SAHIF SILMH, 6/1E2] && 9
PE og2 "22HoILH) " 2le SAHE 2582 F Tad

The gay apologetic seeks to interpret this passage as an occasion of
violence and inhospitality only.

SH SSHE2 0] 2ES S HU° At Z8t ol &6t &

Such an attempt flies in the face of the entire Deuteronomic
framework, which consistently forbids same-sex behavior.

OlZ1et Al S8 RE 225 SXote AZI/JO E0l §HCZ
==



The Attack Upon Benjamin
il LER! X THOI CH Bt 22

When the Benjamites refused to surrender the
perpetrators, the rest of the tribes mustered for
war.

HILFR! XIIHF HEXASS 8BIIJIE HFEGHA, UE 2= AIIS2

HME Qo) HAS AXY

« With Yahweh’s approval, they attacked, and after two serious
losses, they finally ambushed the Benjamite army, defeating
them.

. U329 =0z B2 152 S A& Y, & B2l 2 It
OrE L HILEE! ZHE OH=of(H PE IS

+ Cutting off the Benjamite retreat, the attacking army set Gibeah
on fire.

. WLEB!I 2o E|£& Xttt =, &H 20 J|E0H == 23S
. They then set fire to all the towns of Benjamin, executing all
inhabitants, human and animal.

o S22 HILIBIS 2= UIE0 =5 XNEL, AN s== Hast P&
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sanctity of the 12 Tribes
— = =
X I HEE
With the depletion of Benjamin to a scant 600
warriors who were holding out at Rimmon, the
potential of losing an entire tribe was imminent.
HILFS! XU S20MH Aot U= AR 6002

A== HZol8A, & XIE 2&80| & Jsd0l

= (e ]
Qjetl S

« When it was discovered that Jabesh-Gilead had not responded to
the muster for war, the tribes annihilated all the people except
400 virgins, whom they offered as wives to the remaining
Benjamites.

o OHHIL ZZ22H(Z 229 Ot A)0] ME L& 0 SotAl FUALI=E AHE O]
S, ANIUEE2 400F 2] HEHE M2t B= Al =S 2 AIRA L, ]
HEES 582 WILIE AIE S0 OtLHZE =J &

. To cover any shortfall, they also allowed the Benjamites to
capture virgins celebrating a festival in Shiloh.

. FFetEZ IHRI Floll, A2 WILIEI AP S0 &€ Z20AH FEZS
&gl 9l HiF== LHilolsE HE ol =5
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THE STORY OF

RUTH
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EMPTY (1)
HulE (W) (1)

The story begins with the dislocation of a family
from their ancestral home in Bethlehem to the
Transjordan nation of Moab due to drought.

Ol OlOKI= JI22= Qloll HIZSdEN U= =4 il
g U K s8 28 2= 0|8t & JIIF2
OIOFI|2 AIZELCE.

+ Because of Moab’s attempt to seduce the Israelites into the fertility cult in the time
of Moses, Moabites were prohibited from participating in the assembly of Israel (Dt.
23:3-6). BA] Ao B2 9}o] o]zl gl WYL T ER) A Y $H 2
3318 H7] W&, B APFELS o]zt d F3]d FoAd= Ao
T E U5 (4] 23:3-6).

+ In the early period of the Judges, some of the Israelites were Moabite vassals for 18
years (Jg. 3:12-14). ALAL Alt] 7], o]=2l L W1y T AR = 184 FoF
2 ote] £33} A5 (513:12-14)

+ It would have been a sign of some desperation for an Israelite family to move to
Moab! o] 2]l F}&o] mgko 2 o] FHrf A& ¥Pe HAeE
Ltefdl= dojAE A
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Name Meanings ©]| & ¢ 2]vj
Names of the major characters in the
story reflect the narrative’s plot.
Ol OI0FJIS = S&C==2 0|F= 010k)| <
MINE BtHol) US
+ Bethlehem H|= 2] ¥ (= house of bread % 3)
Elimelech ¥2 244 (= my God is King }9] 3l1}d<
FolAltt)
Naomi 1 21] (= delight, pleasureable 7| &, %)
Mahlon @£ (= sickness, sterility ¥, £9])
Kilion 7| & (= consumption £~ %)
Orpha 2 EZH} (= back of the neck & )
Ruth £ (= friend 37-/H)
Mara Pl2} (= bitter 22T})
Boaz B}~ (= in him is strength I 99 58 o] git])

Nameless man FHX(o}F7]) (who refused Ruth his
name XA 19| o]F F7|& AR 2}

2
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Ruth’s Faith ¢ 9
Ruth’s willingness to abandon her ancestral
deities and become a worshipper of Yahweh
(1:15-16) was an extremely serious
decision.
0| 42 ME2 Held HS2AE 0fltist= At
TJ|2 & 242 (1:15-16)2 < SUst
ZHOIUS
+ Her oath formula was a clear statement of her new faith, one of the
most profound statements of commitment in the Bible (1:17).

o Y] WA= 219 A ZE Y gt Bt
delo|glon], §FNA 73 Fo] sle BA(AEH ] A& 5
Lt (1:17).

+ Like Rahab, the foreigner from Jericho, she embraced the faith of
Israel.

. oz Ao o]yl FFAY, T o2 HPE  «
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A HAPPY COINCIDENCE (2)
z sl ©
P &3 <A (2)

The Hebrew idiom “her chance chanced upon”
(2:3) should be read as ironic, for it was hardly
chance, but divine providence (cf. 2:19-20).

sl=22/0f 287 "1l 20| L5 YL (2:3)
StHHE = 26|0F of=0l, QX2 E=gt HO0| OtL|ct
ofLIE 2l el M2 (FX 2:19-20).

+ The Torah provided the poor of the land with the right to glean (Lv. 19:9-10; 23:22;
Dt. 24:19).

o Eghs 3 J1g A A o]dtE & A2 E AT S (] 19:9-10;
23:22; 41 24:19).

+ Her opportunity was to glean in the fields of Boaz, a wealthy land-owner who, as

it turns out, was also a close relative. This latter fact would have huge
significance for the rest of the story.

o ZYE Hop2o] oA o2 F& 7]3E A7, HojxE Hid
2] 0] A} 7}7kE 2 o] It} o] FA}] A& 0] k7] €] 1 rF]

BRI 2 F24E 2 B &




The Redeemer-Kinsman

—] = x| =

| SLE(RCZ2AOCEZ A EO0IOF &) -&IF
Moses’ law also provided for the posterity of widows through

“brother-in-law marriage” (Dt. 25:5-6; cf. Ge. 38:6-8; Mt. 22:24-28).
w Ao g e FFE(dT e RSN AEY(A 25:5-6; %
38:6-8; P} 22:24-28)& F ol -] ¢ES HESS AR AT
Even apart from the Torah, this practice was observed widely in the ancient
Near East. E&} 9| &, o] #4< 1y ZFJA] Y] A5 S
The redemption language of brother-in-law marriage was also linked to the
general laws of family real estate (cf. Lv. 25:25; Je. 32:6-12).
“H+Z(FH YAET] E)olgE P4 ot EFI}E
Pt #g ik HEFH dEd 5 A7 25:25 7 32:6-12 FX).

An important word group is associated with this practice:
Ol 251 2 S 20

ga’al (= “to reclaim, redeem, buy back,” 3:13; 4:4, 6)
ga’al (= “Tl 2L+ 2=06t0 CHAl AFCE” 3:13; 4:4, 6)
go’el (= “deliverer, redeemer,” 2:20)

go’el (= “2& At, 2= AP 2:20)

geulah (= “right of redemption,” 4:6-7)
geulah (= #=5d.J|& & ddl, 4:6-7) 96




Divine Providence
SERIEE

Yahweh is the one "under whose wings Ruth came
to take refuge” (2:12), the tender metaphor of a
tiny bird snuggling under the protective wings of
its mother (cf. Ps. 17:8; 36:7; 63:7). ISANAHE
B2 "9 Yl Otchiol ES 8 Bl 2 K" S2Al=
X2 (2:12)22 DAECH 0l =S MIF 0019 556t
=)l Otdiz MUEx= Me Hl:OoITH (B Al 17:8;
36:7; 63:7).

+ Hence, the story is full of the language of blessing (2:4, 12, 20):
me}A] o] o]of7]e 8o ¢lo] 2 TH5 3} 912 (2:4,12, 20).

+ When Naomi said that Yahweh had not abandoned his loyal love toward the

living and the dead (2:20), she spoke both of herself and Ruth as well as her
deceased husband and sons.

. Yeuls} qEopAA dolgle 5T L A5 g 29 AL
ALEE Au gl A] gofou BPE m (2:20), 21V AN F T
oJg}, 52 Yl oJEEL FFd Fu 2L, o7



NAOMI’S PROBLEM AND PLAN (3)
e u e A< AF (3)

The happy coincidence of Ruth gleaning in the
fields of a wealthy relative promised rich
possibilities.

0| B7et &IF2 ©0UA OlasE sH = A2 SFet

HsHS AR BE=E R0H0/US

+ Naomi decided to make a bold plea for levirate (brother-in-law) marriage for Ruth.
o= 28 A HT-EZ(dHY FA)E dgsiA e d4S ¢

+ She instructed her daughter-in-law to bathe and perfume herself, then approach Boaz
at night at the threshingfloor where the grain was being winnowed.

. Ve Bz d B43ln FEL uhE F, ol Bolzd A bt
222 2 E B3 nfgoA 24 H 2 A A8

+ She was to lie down near him, uncover his “feet,” and await his instructions. (The NET
renders this as “uncover his legs.” “Feet” is sometimes a euphemism for the
genitals) 21+ Z o ‘79, 29 @& Eegu 29 XA E F]t}E oF
= (NET Y F (A EH G Fo] §74)2 o]AE “Tel& =gyt E HYei.
g ajm 2 P27 & Eohs ehFoy o)

98



After threshing, the harvested stalks
were taken to a threshingfloor,
usually a rocky escarpment on a
high elevation to catch the breeze.
Winnowing grain consisted of
tossing the stalks into the air so the
breeze could blow away the chaff.
The grain would fall to the ground,
and then could be gathered and
stored.

EtS =, =&8& 24 S)|S2 tHigS 2
XE = UE =2 IIIZH_I HI O B2
=3 A2 EHE OIZ22= 9313&'!:}.
ZJKIo ))|.|=IEL N I-lo gjl

330 64 HIE0l 2AE(F *OI)%
gdticlil ol= NOIRMLH. R4l2
oz XL, ONE 20t HEE
= UAULH

During winnowing, the farmer would
guard the winnowed grain to prevent
theft, which is why Boaz slept at the
threshingfloor.

DA NEE [, s2E THS 2| A

-I'.-—. KRB, dcl A 20tA DL
oA HS HE AOICH

I
e
el

s




The Right of Redemption
719 & 99

Naomi’s instruction to Ruth might seem to verge
on promiscuity, but it must be remembered
that redemption was a right under Mosaic law.

L}EDIJP = 0ll Al LH?; AAle XA 2etet sz B =+
AUXICH IS 28 dele 24 =80l 2ol e1d=
EJEI°'° JIioll OF &

+ Ruth’s bold action put the question squarely to Boaz in unmistakable terms.
However, there is not description of a sexual encounter.

o R e G52 Boprol) B AY g 2 7o
Aol 28 HF S e EAl= 8l

+ He could hardl avoid maklng a dec:s:on (] regard (0] her plea

+ The act of spreadlng the corner of his garment over her was a custom
symbolizing betrothal (cf. Eze. 16:8), a custom also practiced in early Arabia.
HolA7] AR ] R EAFEES T 9ld HI F9<= FZ&

AF o= Agolder (d16:8 FX), &7] ofe}H] oo A =
A 5ol A= -




Double Loyalty °|% 54

Boaz immediately recognized that this was an
extraordinary young woman.

BOotAE= SAl 0] 0QI0| OH SEsSt A S
20X S

+ She had not consorted with the other young men, determining instead to
seek a marriage by redemption in honor of her deceased husband.
Iuye g 32 A= ol 2 A &, gkl L& FHE
Zlgl7] 98 71Y FE& €8 dE(FHTE)E g+

+ Ruth’s “double loyalty” was to Naomi, with whom she had returned to
Bethlehem, and to her deceased husband.

o RO '0]F FH'E P HEHFLE SofL Lomo) £
HEHS Fo AU+

+ Boaz frankly expressed his willingness to redeem her, but he also knew
of an impediment that might prevent him.

. Holrt 7170] 2119 7)Y & FEAGE JAHE I

&S xol 72 gFl & o]l]= Xol] Eo] 0] 2.2 ol57 o]Jo] o



The Legal Impediment
HEH ol

A shock now awaited Ruth, for Boaz revealed that
he was not her nearest kinsman—and the right
of redemption always lay with the nearest of
kin.

2 0ld &&= & =0, 20tAI a0l JHE JH2
&=0| OlLIOY, IS & dcle &4 JHE IS
S0 UC= AIAI S SR I 2.

+ Further, as events would prove, this nearer kinsman was a man preoccupied
with his own interests. G] L}ol 7}, AFA o] Zl&JEoj uj&}, o] 7L7F-2
F&Eo] 2}7] o] oo gk E-F g AlF o] gl Flo] THE A Y

+ Boaz instructed Ruth to leave the matter to him, and he would do what he
could. Ho}2 = Foj A o] FAE XA &r]ef3L X A3},
o] g U&= AE AT B3

+ Ruth returned home in the early morning to report to Naomi.

T& o] E ol Fl o e n|o A Hidlr] 9 FJ o2 EolF

+ Boaz, meanwhile, prepared to present Ruth’s case at the city gates.

orH, HolA & i oAl o] AlQtE A7 g FHE A&

102



Boaz’ Case H.o}A9] A}ot

Boaz introduced his case with no initial
reference to Ruth.

BOolAE HS0 £= g0t K @21 A9
ALOtS Hljlﬂo

+ He presented the case for the buying of Naomi’s property, indicating
that if the man declined his right, then Boaz would be next in line to
buyit. Z+ 12 1]2] z]]x}—— 9] 8}= AFOFE- A A SFHA],
"F‘—’f I g7t o) FE dElE ¥7]81H HolX Rpilo]

o Z o]E & -Hal7} Aotz B

+ Atfirst, this seemed a windfall, since it meant the man could absorb
the property completely into his own holdings, since there was no
apparent heir (cf. Lv. 25:25-28). *]2-9l] = OI F o] Ep}o]
JLA Y BY ), o= A&7} gloBE 7 B} EI)
7} o] A2 A2 2H2 FA FoE + doe
on) 7] W (FX: 2 25:25-28).

+ Hence, he eag ‘l;I'y declared his intention to buy it!

G| (o} RA)E 7] 7] o] & AATFE SAHE BHTH




The Surprise =452

Only then did Boaz reveal the additional fact that in

order to redeem the land, this man also was
obliged to redeem Ruth.

JMAOF 20tA= 0 SXJF 2 BY(F5H)AHB R B

L 4

4

(*5)MHOF etli= FII Al S 5E

This changed everything, for it meant that the man would now have another
wife, and any sons by her would likely produce heirs with rights to the
property he was now buying (Dt. 25:5-6).

o/FL BE F& vIR =, JstH IAL I YA ETE
oLy E HA Hii, 2 A Y ofEo] 27 T+¢l 8= ALt

g oF A=A E 717 A2 E Tls A o] S17] wE(R] 25:5-6 FX).
Further, any other sons he had by Ruth would become potential heirs to his
own property along with his other sons.

A7}, AN H OHE SIS EE 29 & ol557 37 29
Aol oot A H G371 2 = 907) A&

Hence, he declined. Z2] 2 2 (o} 7)== A &3} s



No One Knows His Name
TTE Z(°H1)9 olg< €A
2@}

The motives of the unnamed man were

now clear.

SEA(0IFIH )2 2=t Ol K ol &

+ He was not interested in an act of kindness; he was only interested in
preserving or increasing his own property. Z+= QI & H| 312}
3l= mlg-o] g1, L EX] ARl e] s FASAY 2=
o2k #4 o] AAF

+ Theirony is that in seeking to preserve his own name, his name was
the only one in the book that was lost for all time! <J-d & o] A| &,
A21e] o]g& A7]3 L FY 2+ AT o] oA FH3]
o]F= L FUTF QE] HIYUF!

+ No wonder he was referred to as ( peloni’ almoni’ = idiomatic for “so
and so,” cf. 4:1). ZejA] 2= 'H2Z1] ¢HE1]' (3] HE]o]
#Eol 2 o) el ERY A (4:1 FX). 105



Naomi Has a Son!

Lo w| 7} ol H YT

Naomi, who was left childless, now would be the

grandmother of an heir. The women in
Bethlehem exclaimed, "Naomi has a son!”
NAalE SRS LIL0I= OlH 8 &=5A2 gHLU I 2
A0ICH. HISel&2 6Hel=0l 2J/CH, “LIL0|Jt OtE=
S pUCH"

Ruth’s story becomes a link between Perez ben Judah and David.

9| o]ok]= Fr}e olE(F&E) W29 OslS ddue]lvt ¥

In the New Testament, Ruth and Boaz are recognized as the ancestors of
Christ (Mt. 1:5).

QYA I Bof2r) Tg2x o] 4o = AFH (vH.5).
Ruth becomes one of four gentile women in Jesus’ genealogy that also
includes Tamar, Rahab and Bathsheba. Z-& d]-9] £H o] 533l 1
o] o]l oy F slsf HIlon, od 2ty BhAHEE
E35o] Y2



Book of Psalms Al &

The Prayer Book of Ancient Israel
O 0lACHE L] DI M

|




The Psalms are Composed Prayers
ANEHE H3a24dE JI==0|Ck

Unlike other parts of the Bible, where the emphasis is
upon words from God to us, the psalms are
compositions from us to God, or else, admonitions for
us to praise God.

432 g 20| =2 otUENHA 22|UHAH SMotAl=
D“*Oﬂ sd=S & A €2, AlEzs 22Jt ofLIEH Edle

=(Z3)0| AL, 6Pu.:!§ &ekotete 1) = 0| L.

« The reader (or worshiper) is intended to find an identity with the circumstances of the

ancient person(s).

o HFAHEZ oAl = 2o AlgE e dE A E FLAIGES o EE

« In using these ancient prayers, later generations find ways of expressing to God their joys
and sorrows, successes and failures, hopes and regrets.

o ol Iyl Z|EiE ARS e 2N, il ALRE S S EA 7[R 24,
o A, 29 F2E FHlE B Fe

+ In keeping with this character, the language of the psalms is more emotive than

propositional. ©] 2] eF % A o] BrE A]H 2] olo]= =g] & Q] H A H ]
7V A o] F o] ] F=al ]

108



Structure

The Psalms are collected into five books, and David is linked to compositions in all
five. Each of the first four books closes with a doxology and “amens” (41:13; 72:19;
89:52; 106:48), and Psalm 150 serves as a doxology for the whole.

BOOK |
(1-41)

...from
everlasting to
everlasting.
Amen and
Amen.

(41:13b)

BOOK
11

(42-72)
...may the
whole earth
be filled
with his
glory. Amen
and Amen.

(72:19b)

BOOK BOOK
111 1A%

(73-89) | (90-106)
Praise be to ...from
Yahweh everlasting to
forever! everlasting.
Amen and Let all the
Amen. people say,
(89:52) ‘Amen!’
(106:48b)

BOOK v
(107-150)

Let everything
that has
breath praise
Yahweh!
Praise
Yahweh!
(150:6)

109eng



Structure ?5
AEe T foz oA slov] tsle
2o A7 o] Uk A o] AL 7

7]
-2 ) 1 (41:13; 7219 89:52: 10648) A3 1503H 2 A A A]A <
,LO:‘I Oﬂ‘é‘]—g 6]—];]-

BOOK | BOOK BOOK
Al 14 11 00

(1-41) A 24 A 3@
.o glof Al
| %J;}XI (?g‘ 22) @-{J E3

AFES
o YAl Q. 7}~ XIITJ E’:’ 2 /él/‘lg
ofel, ofdll. § FHAL. B ofd, opdl. B «ofwl!”
(41:133}) oful, ofdl. B (89:52) 3.2
(72:193}) R k=
(106:483h

|

A 54
(107-150)
o b
AFgeto

THE
g3t =t
g g 7ot
(150:6)
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Moses 2 NI (1)
90

Asaph Ot & (12)

50, 73-83
One of David’s chief musicians and the
ancestor of temple singers
of3l o] ob g 5 sk g o] x| G o A
g 2= xl5 o] ZAF(1Chr.o
16:5; 2 Chrtj] o} 5:12; Ezr==. 2:41)
Ethan Ol (1)

89
Another of David’s singers and musicians
c}5l 9] B OHE 4 g 5= AL o) )
=XK1 Chr. 15:17, 19)
Heman of 2H(1)

88
Famous temple singer and seer from David’s
time
75 8L 4 d ol A s f R 2= A} 78] 3
oF-5l Alef ol <1 A XL (1 Chroi & 25:5)

Sons of Korah 212t Kk2=(11)
42, 44-49, 84-85, 87-88
His family line did not die out after the
Numbers 16 incident (Nu. 71 26:11)
79) FHEE W57] 165 AL
o] F-ol &2 7] %] S}
Solomon = =2 =(2)
72,127
david CH(72)
3-9, 11-32, 34-41, 51-65, 68-70,
86, 101, 103, 108-110, 122, 124,
131, 133, 138-145

Many are anonymous
E2 AIEO| JIA DI &&= E)

111



Psalm Types Al EH2| &

Many attempts have been made to categorize
the psalms, but it must be conceded that all
such attempts, however plausible, involve
subjective judgments. Following are some
generally recognized categories:

¢ Hymns or Praises (songs of praise to Yahweh;, they aim to arouse the
congregation of Israel to praise and acknowledge God)

o Laments (expressions of grief or distress; complaints about false
accusations; cries for help)

+ Trust Psalms (expressions of dependency on God; assurance that
God will intervene and protect)

¢ Royal Psalms (pleas for the king’s safety; blessing upon David’s
sons; hopes for the restoration of David’s kingdom)

+ Liturgies (antiphonies; songs for ascending Mt. Zion)
+ Imprecatory Psalms (prayers for divine judgment upon enemies)

112eng



Al

+ Liturgies ol 2] & A (1z D”—%’ Fha AlZ
+ Imprecatory Psalms <]~ /‘] Jj] (& &of gjst 4l

A

Psalm Types Al H2| &F

HE EFolddc #2 AlIF UAAXLH, _1d] &t
Aot OtR2l Jd8=xotHct e, 25 F2& 01 BHHO|
XL ol ASE 21 E ol OF °fo [Is2 2B FCeZ

OIE = & JHX EF0IL:

Hymns or Praises ZF0]/ZFQFA] (o 5ol 5 21 Y51+ = 2f;

o] 2}l 5|5 o] sfL}H S el QG ol e F Fel Y o]+
Aol EZJ))
Laments EF&]A] é% | 323 o] 3 A A B ol o o £,
e A e e 2
Trust Psalms 21 2] A] (3} / EHE”‘J o] &2 I, sl A A
He) 51 1 & 5Hal A o] e 3 )
Royal Psalms XII%P‘I (ghe] QFS 9 st 2 TRl 9] Rl=E ) A
& X = =5 R %34 Lol g ot 3] 1

7| &= 113kor



\ Hebrew Poetry
ol E 2| Al

Poetry is literature written in meter. General
characteristics of Hebrew poetry include:

ANMe= 220 T2k A2 ZSH0|CH olE2l AL 2Bt EME2
Ct=dk &Lt

+ Rhythm (accented language) 2] & (741 $19])

«  Meter (patterns of verse) >4 (-4 2] 7 &)

+ Rhyme (repetitive elements) 2} ¢ (¥ 2 2

+ Lyrical style (expression of deep personal feeling and emotion)

o AFH 2B (FHS TH1F g H G A EF)

. Metaphorical language (words used as symbols of other entities)
o 277 olo] (TFE JPA] 2] A3 o2 AL-gH tho)

When poetic elements depend upon phonetics, such as
rhythm and rhyme, they are largely untranslatable.
=t 2 20| S0 2fE&ote AlE 4= Uz 2

H =
HA O

i



Synonymous or Congruent Parallelism
(symmetrical)
oM =2 X8 28 (HE)
(A1, A2 /l A1, A2, etc.)

Come let us sing for joy / to Yahweh;

Let us shout aloud / to the Q{oc,{of our salvation.
QUect 22 EAH0| =elotAE /FEM
a2l =0 XA /el E F&otAl= t’“%*.% el

Psalm Al 95:1




Antithetic Parallelism (Assymetrical)
(hAS 8 (BICHE)
(A, AJl-A,, -A,, etc.)

For Yahweh watches over the way of the righteous, /
But the way of the wicked will perish.

ol 2= = MHAM 2 EotAlALEE /
(dejlh)erelel 2= 2 A0t

Psalm Al 1:6

They provoked Yahweh to anger by their wicked deeds,
and a plague broke out among them. /
But Phinehas stood up and intervened,
and the plague was checked.
Olciet A2, S22 otUE S Z =6t ot A,
M0l OS0H S0l = sLICH /

(gl ) 0o Bl=dtA ) 2 HULA &&= &&otL, &0l
JFsLILH

116
Psalm Al 106:29-30



Chiasm (inverted)
W KFCH = (BHA)

(ABA, ABBA, ABCBA, ABCDEDCBA, etc.)

A Yahweh’s right hand has done mighty things!
B Yahweh's right hand is lifted high;
A Yahweh’s right hand has done mighty things!
A=x=52 LE=0| S XHAILH
B=E2 LE&0| =0| =LY
A=8°2 LE=0| &XtAILH

Psalm Al 118:15b-16
A His mischief returns /B upon his own head,

B and on his own pate /A his violence descends.
A=Z0H & 0S0| /B 1AHAHZ =0t
B_lo =l sOt2tLE /AHWAH SIFE S8
Psalm Al 7:16 (RSV)
(some translations either miss or ignore the chiasmus in the Hebrew text (e g. NIV

B W B SO 3 H o] YF9| Flo]olE L2 =X AL} A3} (. Nih)




ACrostiCs (cola begin with the letters of the

alphabet in order)
X217T701t0B°"D%2HM10YD¥PIVN

Psalm 111
2227222 MmN NTIX | [will extol Yahweh with all my heart
Ty QWY T 10 2 | In the council of the upright and in the assembly.
nn? W!_:? na '771 Great are the works of Yahweh,
D XdN =227 O WANT | Theyare pondered by all who delight in them
19 yo ATm-T I\ | Glorious and majestic are his deeds
TY? nIHY in 12 1X) | Andhis righteousness endures forever
1"DN ‘79] b WY 92! | Hehas caused his wonders to be remembered,
Etc. \crostics app alms O

1o J,




Psalm 111
2227222 M NTIX

NIy 0w 7102
mm "Yyn 0v7Ta
OI¥ON~ 727 DUWATT
1295 97 TN

Ty? NIRY INRTY)
POR?DI? NPy 0}
Etc.




Literary Forms &8 Al

Hymns &2FA| (8, 19, 29, 33, 65, 67, 68, 96, 98,

100, 103-105, 111, 113, 114, 117, 135,
145-150)

Calls to worship OlbH=E F&(=&

Descriptions of God'’s acts or attributes ofLI 52| &iot4 & E2
=& 0f CHE DA

Victory songs =& JH =22l =)

Processional hymns 24 &I &k 2F/al &I A|

Songs about God'’s presence on Mt. Zion Al = AHOll & &t 6f LIS 2
20l 2te =2l

Complaints of the People 4 S| (SSHH )

et (44, 74, 79, 80, 83, 89)

+ Addresses to God and pleas for help otLIE | (Z2=) 2 4

2

L 4

el =5 2HE
Descriptions of the people’s suffering 24 4& =2/ 11& 0| L 5 Z A}

Vows of praise if deliverance is forthcoming =& 0/ 0| S0 & &2
ME= =AU = HAE 120



Complaints of the Individual J{Q12| &3 (3, 5-7,
13,17, 22, 25-28, 32, 38, 39, 42, 43, 51, 54-57, 59,
61, 63, 64, 69-71, 86, 88, 102, 109, 120, 130,
140-143)

+ Petitions for divine help (most Psalms fall into this category)
otLtE el === Fote 2t (LR Z2 AIEHO] 0] & =0
A~ St

==
-/ O

+ Descriptions of personal crisis, often with references to
personal enemies &= 21 & 21 K0l LHat A= Jf &)
JHOIE O 210l LHaF ZAF,

+ Affirmations of trust and assurances of being heard
AMEOf 2 S LIE A ELA L= 24
Thanksgiving Songs of the Individual J{ 2! 2] ZFAl
el (Al) (18, 30, 34, 40, 41, 66, 92, 116, 118, 138)
+ Aresolve to give thanks 2'At=Cl V|2 24

+ Recollection of the crisis and report of divine rescue
P10 LHar ] & df ofLFE 2l A& 0l LHat 210

+ Lessons to be learned from the experience
10 = WE=
+ Fulfillment of vows A1 & 2| 0/ &4 121



Royal Psalms A& Al (2, 18, 20, 21, 45,
/72,101, 110, 132, 144)

+ Royal weddings &4& Z=4]

+ Coronations = 94!

+ Prayers before or after battle & = & =2
I &=

Wisdom Psalms XI6llAl (1, 14, 37, 73,
91, 112, 119, 128)

+ A number of Psalms use the language and style of
wisdom literature. &£ &H 2| A|EHE X|ofl £3'9)
012t A= ArE B

+ They may include admonitions, such as, “Happy is
the one who...” 0/ A/ﬂﬁ’ S0l "S A= ME2.."f

2o 238 Zats + QL)

°

pE—

(il

122



2 S&ol

2 Samuel

Samuel, Saul & David
AR E A2 & L



History of the Monarchy

2 S A

2

\g

*. &,

L IR

Life of Samuel (the last
judge)

ARl 2] Ao
(913 2} AAY)
Kingship of Saul

AF2-2] 97

Rise of David

oH510] -

David as a hunted outlaw
Z7]= FHALEA

C}-]

\g

0

David’s completion of the
conquest of Canaan

oF Rl o] ZFufoF g &
ol =

David’s ideal kingship
r]-gl o] o] A} o] 97

David’s court history

cl 3l o] % AR

®$. & . 6. 0.

¢ .

Solomon’s kingship
&2 2 g7
Division of the monarchy
G5to] £

History of the divided
monarchy

2o gare] oja)
Exile of Israel
ojepdle] X =7
Exile of Judah
o] Z 2 7]




The End of the Tribal League

= Oi8t0| =W

The Tribal League came to its end due to a

national crisis.

Sx/X0 e 2R I oIs) ZLE L0/E

*

¢« & o+ o

2

<

The Philistines had gained control of the Negev, the entire Plain of
Jezreel and were encroaching into the central mountains.

=dlA0] U XG0 O/l A2 BOF MAHE &efold =2 X2 &%=
They captured the ark of God when they destroyed Shiloh (1 Sa. 4).
150/ =22 It I =62 AAZE AUAS (&4 4F)
They monopolized Israel’s metal industry (1 Sa. 13:19-22).

=2 0/A21E9 5 M= SEUS (44 13:19-22)
They placed garrisons at key locations (1 Sa. 10:5; 13:3).
=2 =2 FAX 0 =HItHE XA E (&4 10:5, 13:3)

At the same time, the Ammonites from the Transjordan were
mobilizing on Israel’s eastern border (1 Sa. 12:12).

SAIO EelA QEHIA &2 &2 50/ 0/14A2HE9 =5 ZZ 0
SZELUE (&8 12:12)
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THE THREATS
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Corruption in the Priesthood
= T
RALE A2 2]

To exacerbate the political instability, priests at
the tabernacle were abusing those who came to
worship.

HXE SOAE AJAID|II| AdH, 422 HAIES2
Gltioldd QL= AIEEE StUS

+ Eli’'s sons flippantly ignored the priestly laws concerning sacrificial
meat (1 Sa. 2:12-16).

o 22O OIEEE2 M=EZ HXl= LI10] et HAIE 8= Z Al
2:12-16)

+ They seduced the women who came to the Tent of Meeting (1 Sa.
2:22).

© == 220l = Ho=s= REUS (&4 2:22)

« In their office as magistrates, they solicited bribes in exchange for
favorable rulings (1 Sa. 8:3).

© =2 TBAZEAS KR 0AH 2Elet BZE Hele Ul I 22
PAME (&4 8:3) 127
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Samuel: Judge, Prophet & Priest
AMNSE: ALAL, XA & HIAFS

Samuel is the first major character in the Book of 1
Samuel.
ML AIREA2 H B = 2

+ He often is called “the last judge and the first prophet” (cf. Ac. 3:24;
13:20), though this designation should be qualified in that there were
others called prophets before him (cf. Ge. 20:7; Jg. 6:8; cf. 1 Sa. 2:27).

o 1= S "UHX S AFALOIAF R HHAH & X X2t Z2[ X Uf( 3:24; 13:20), 0]
o= 1080l AXAZE =&l 0/=0] AT IHZ20l =2/oH0F & = (& 20:7; &
6:8;, &4 2:27)

. In continuity with the Book of Judges, Samuel “judged” Israel his whole
life (cf. 1 Sa. 7:6, 15-17; 12:11).

o ALARJION OIO01 AFREE2 0| ACHE = B SO "UAZLHSM)” (&4 7:6, 15-17;
12:11)

« Further, he was widely recognized by all Israel as a true prophet (1 Sa.
3:20-21; 9:18-19).

o Lot = 2 0/ACHE0AM &HEet AXAZE E2 QIFEIE (&4 3:20-21;
9:18-19)

+ Finally, Samuel was a Kohathite priest (1 Sa. 2:18; Lv. 6:10,16:2-5; 1
Chr. 6:22-27).

¢ UHNECZ AREZ2 J2F MAIEO0IASE (&4 2:18; c 6:10;, 16:2-5; ({4
6:22-27) Lol



The Birth of Samuel
ANS A Ol B (1.

Samuel was born into a Kohathite levitical family in
Ephraim (1 Sa. 1:1; 1 Chr. 6:33-35).

MSE2 HE2tA S _’i* == g9 JI20A EHOGS (Ata
1:1; (& 6:33-35)

Hannah, his mother, vowed to Yahweh that if he would provide her a

son, she would give him up to lifetime service as a Nazirite (1:11).

AFE ] OlHL] atLt=E Ol== ofSotAIE 1 010/ 9] etE M= L& Ol

o o=2

(AHEZ 19 a0 hAl SE=in MB)O2 St HESS (1:11)
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When the child was born, she named him Samuel, a name that means
“"His name is EI” or "His name is God”. The name also is a pun on the
verb sa‘al (= request, dedicate).

OtO0IJF EHOIEE I, 1= ] 0|F= “19/ ol &7 &L= "19 0|
orLig”0lcte <9 AR EZ0/crd ARS. 0l OI§2 Cof EA/‘ sa a/(—
OI"’O/LC/L é/O/LC/L) O/ Dl—IfL,}O/j/C ol-

In her song of praise, Hannah exalted God as the one who rescues not
only the barren woman, but the poor, the oppressed and the righteous
(2:1-10).

stLt= 1S Z2H0lA otLtE E =82 (HeIZBt OFLI2F JHEFEE A,

oigtet= A, S22 ANE Aot eE EL=F

&t (2:1-10)
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The Nazirite vow was a
special commitment to
Yahweh for a designated
period of time (Nu. 6).
During the time of the vow,
a Nazirite

Lialol A& 2 Holl&
of LI N %téﬁl
A0S (El
S0l Ljalole
Could not cut his hair.

Could not drink wine.

Could not come into contact with
the dead, even a family member.

bielE N8 + A2S
HEFE 04 + JAUS
Zo 7, 4X0f INSDE BEE +
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Nazirite vows were normally
for a specified period, but
they could be for life as
well.

LI./\IOI

Nazirites Lt & O/

Several biblical figures
were life-Nazirites,
including’é'%"f’-l =
Cl=Ee2 T Liaol

OIA2MH, OI%% Lee:

o Samson &=

o Samuel M2

« John the Baptist Aldil 23t

The most notable example of a
temporary Nazirite vow was
the one taken by St. Paul on
his third missions tour (Ac.
18:18; 21:23-26).
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The Priesthood of Eli
Aol HIAFEA

The transition from tribal league to kingdom
begins with the priesthood of Eli.

25 HElllH a2z ME2 el HAIEELZ
INESE=

« The Period of the Judges was characterized by a tribal confederacy
with no kingship (Jg. 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).

o MAM A= SHH0| Sl 8F A0/ SEY (A 17:6;, 18:1; 19:1;
21:25)

« The sanctuary, still a moveable tent, was pitched at Shiloh.

o (NGl 0|5 Jtset &89 HEUE 4= 220 HRIA YUAS

+ Because of the abusive behaviors of Eli’s sons, a "man of God”
delivered to Eli an oracle of judgment on his priestly family
(2:27-36).

o 22O OI==58 B=& &R WHEZ0 "otLig 2] AFE"0] E2/01AH 12/
MAFE JtZ20] et &/Ee A& = Mg (2:27-36)

+ This oracle signaled a change in high priesthood from Eli’s family.

o 0l AE=2 Z2 IIES HHAEES BHelf U5 gcle HaAsS A



Samuel’s First Oracle (3)
AL2 IOl R BT AlIEH (3)

Though Samuel already was in line for priestly service, due
to his Kohathite pedigree (2:18), his role as a prophet
began with a special caIIing.

MSA2 010 13 X222 A HAHE & Lol =HIZ D UAKXICH
(2:18), XA AHEe2 SEst _J.\_%'QE ANEEIAS

« While sleeping in the Tabernacle (presumably the Holy Place), the
boy Samuel was awakened by a mysterious voice calling his
name.

o MFPZO E(0t0I: S2)0A &= Ad U= M, dHlE22 =420/
1o 0|5 FE2H 18 =

+ After determining that the voice was not Eli’'s, Samuel then was
confronted by Yahweh, who was present in the Most Holy Place on
the inside of the inner curtain.

o ] =420 E2/e 0| Otd = &2/t &, Af
H= 29 OfFotH &

« Yahweh reaffirmed his prediction of judgment against the priestly
family of Eli.

o Uzt 2l MAE JrE0 Ligt && 0= LIAl Efsord
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The Disaster at Shiloh (4
A0 TS (4)

In a conflict with the Philistines, the sons of Eli
carried the ark into battle as an instrument of

war.

SdlAue dF0HAN el OlsSe2 4382 &=
Ik E &1 LIS

« The sacred ark was captured, the sons of Eli were killed in direct
fulfillment to Yahweh’s predicted word, and Eli himself died when
he heard the report.

o LSB QIS BRI, 22O 0SS SO KIYHE S
SO, &2 SA ] A4= EL SUE

a4, =2 clld Jaaco

« The wife of Phinehas, who was in child labor, also succumbed. Her
dying words named the newborn Ichabod (= "No Glory”), a potent
symbol of the disaster.

¢ OI0IE EE HILoIAS Ot E ZE= =2 I dHS 22 EHOIE
0tJ129] Ol & 0/t=("F&0] HZ5")L= AIH L, 0l= MES 25!
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The Ark as an Instrument of War

BT 22 A0l ook

| The ark, the throne of
Yahweh, was a symbol
of his warlike presence
among his people (Nu.
10:35-36).

AileE S ee 2=z,
29 WA 24 s&8A
AME A&Sl= AOIUS
(% 10:35-36)

+ At Jericho, it had led the armies of
Israel (Jos. 6:6-7).

o W2IJOA OlACtE ZHE 0|F (=
6:6-7)

+ Here, the sons of Eli tried to
replicate this victory by using the
ark (cf. 1 Sa. 14:18).

o WIIN &2|o Ol=EE A=

ot AMESIH 0] =CIE W&ol ] S
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In the Temple of Dagon (5-6)
Ch2 AIEOA (5-6)

The Philistines took the ark as a trophy of war,
setting it up in the temple of their god Dagon at
Ashdod.

SdiA2 HYHE dYO M2|IS2=Z A0t OLAEN U=
A2 Al O22 Ald oHHl M %S

« On consecutive days, the statue of Dagon fell on its face before
Yahweh’s ark.

o (HE HEOZ [fE AA0 HS P9 19k 2ol S HA SHIE N ==
HET) Ol =

= L AN

+ The citizens of Ashdod were struck with a malady of tumors (or
hemorrhoids), possibly symptoms of bubonic plague.

o OIAZE MESO0 HAE S =2 U= 98 S (E= X&) Z 0
AMEE

« After relocating the ark from Ashdod to the towns of Gath and

Ekron, where the same affliction occurred, the Philistines
eventually sent it back to the borders of Israel.

o YA OLAZEOA JIEL O IELE FASUH E &2 HE 0/
2 dothl, Ecile 2= HFAE 0/|LCtE S 232 =H2H 135




Dagon was a Bas—relleis of Dagon
fertility deity Cj=ol & x[Olzjl-]
linked to grain =
and fish, staples
of Philistine

culture.

22 _’EJJ 17|,
SdiAl 2319 "9
AL 2eE S9
ALOIRALCEH.

« He was worshipped by the
early Amorites and in '
cities such as Ebla and
Ugarit.

o = | OtZ22I0 =1
HECISE SIOIEIES &2
SAIOIA =6l =l KL

+ He was a member,
perhaps the head, of the
Philistine pantheon.

o d= SdIA EMW(WE%/Q)
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The Return of the Ark
Yo AE

After seven months in Philistia, amid severe affliction, the
Philistines had had enough.

sclS0AH 7018 S Al2st WSS A2 SdlA AIgS2 EEHe It
=

. They consulted their priests and returned the ark with votary images of
golden rats and tumors, one each for each of the Philistine major cities.

o == MAIEEL 490100 Ed4 =2 T AIS =BIE2° 2 F Bt= F 9 9
ME= HAL e =42

+ Hitching a cart to two cows to carry the ark, they sent it up the road
toward Israel, allowing the cows to choose their own way.

o L 0ice 42 ZE0IL AYAE &2 =40l GZol), 1450 LA 2=
LESIES ofH 0/|ACHE 22 F FY

« In the border town of the House of the Sun (Beth Shemesh), yet another
plague struck, killing 70, when some of the locals tried to look into the ark.

o ol H(EAUA)S =& UI=0A €F =8I0/ YA E S0HLIEH L7035 0]
== L OE el 45

. At last, the ark rested in Kiriath Jearim and a guard was placed to watch it.

o UHELH A= JIZFOOFE 0l eHEX ), Ol & X201 Flet ZH|IF X &
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Ebenezer 0l 8l 0l & (7)

The Philistine threat continued unabated, and Samuel
regarded it as a continuing judgment for covenant
unfaithfulness.

=dlA2 82 HSoiA OB L, AIREZ2 0IF ¢ =30
CHet XISHO Aoz 23S

. At Mizpah, he challenged the tribes to renounce their pagan accretions and
return to Yahweh.

o [U/AHIWA = XOHE0H Ol e =HHE B2l D S 2N Z0tLCtd SEAHS

. The Philistines mustered their army for an attack, but Samuel calmly
offered a sacrifice and prayer.

o =SdHE2Z3F= Foff Z2UHE LEJAX B AMBEE XHZ0l HAE E2/ D I8

. Yahweh sent thunder so loud that the Philistines panicked, and the
Israelites routed them.

o UVIPHAH 2 5= BUA SdlA AMEEE EEd Y, 0/ACHEE2 1E=

O Xl e =2
T = MO

. Samuel then erected a memorial stone, naming it Ebenezer (= “"stone of
help”).

o MFEZ= 0= JIEHIE MR, 0028 0/§= 00 E2M =2 =7)0/2H] XIS138



The Request for a King ()

&= REFGHL

The monarchy was first anticipated in the Torah
(Ge. 17:6; Dt. 17:14-20).

S0 et A dzg2 Ectill US (F 16:6; &l 17:14-20)

« Even Hannah, Samuel’s mother, seems to have anticipated an
eventual kingship (1 Sa. 2:10b).

o MBEO OULIC 2tHLtE SHZ 0l&er 21 &5 (&M4 2:10D)

« Samuel was a faithful leader, but though he led the Israelites
against the Philistine threat, his sons were corrupt (1 Sa. 8:1-3).

o MRPBEE2 AMAYSHIEXR LD, I 0|ACHE 2 0|20 SHAS
FELAS0 T =Hotd, 19 Ol==2 P E (44 8:1-3)

« In this circumstance—and while under severe threat from the
Philistines and the Ammonites—the Israelites asked Samuel for a
king (1 Sa. 8:4-5; 12:12).

o O &EUA-Ield S8 =2 &t Fg OtHOlA-0[ACHE 2
MEBE0 &= RLE S (&4 8:4-5; 12:12)
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Samuel Orchestrates a Monarchy
S#= ZAolE AR H (8-9)

Samuel was reluctant, but Yahweh instructed him to give
the people what they desired—but he warned them in
advance about the negative aspects of kingship (1 Sa.
8:6-22).

MSBAO =HMU2L HS2AMA AIEHESO0| &ot= Uiz ofetl
XAlStEdS-1eilt d= &3S fFEQ S0 ol OISl 22L&
(&4 8:6-22)

. Samuel showed honor to Saul at a dinner, preparing him for what was to
come.

o MBEOIAME= HEAA =UoH L& Hol L, Lot 0 et =6/ E Al

. Samuel’s warnings were squarely on target.

o AMBEO = F=o HUAS

. Saul, the first king, would eventually leave off his primary task of
responding to the Philistine threat by using the Israelite army to chase
David, whom he feared would replace him.
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The Kingly Messiah
2t X 0| M| AlOF

With the anointing of Saul, a new royal vocabulary

began which would endure into the New
Testament.

M2 JISESY &8N M2 8452l E0JI SERL
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The kings of Israel would now be called "messiah,” the Lord’s
“anointed.”

OlACtE Sl =2 "WAIOF”, =82 "“JIEFs &2 At7'etd =2/ &

While priests also were anointed, it would be the king (and soon the
Davidic king), who would epitomize the concept of a ruler empowered
by the Spirit.

MALEEE JIEFE 22X EH 50| ol dets FHEZ2 SXIAL JHEE2
S UR HAE &)0 ItE & LIEtE

This vocabulary is anticipated in Hannah’s song (2:10a), and it would
extend into Israel’s hope for a future after exile.

0l 0= &Lt =HoA W 2E A0 (2:10a), O/|A2tE el ZZT] 0/=8
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Saul's Anointing A\l 0| J|=2S

The anointing of Saul by Samuel may have been with an implement

similar to this horn excavated at Megiddo (northern Israel) from the

15th century BC. This horn of elephant ivory has gold bands and

originally was used for perfume. The people of Israel, of course, used "

similar horns for anointing oil. High priests were anointed for office, A

and kings were anointed to rule.
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Anointing with oil symbolized

e o fi o consecration for service. The anointing
o O e g oil was composed according to a
e special recipe (cf. Ex. 30:22ff.).
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