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Our Fellowship and The Reforming Alliance
Some confusion has become apparent concerning our Fellowship, The Reforming Alliance and The

Uniting Church.
Our Canberra Christian Fellowship in the Methodist Tradition was initially formed to provide

support for people who had recently left The Uniting Church, who were disaffected by it or felt it was not
meeting their needs. Our Fellowship is NOT a part of the Uniting Church although many people who are
part of our Fellowship still attend the Uniting Church and / or continue as members.

The Reforming Alliance within The Uniting Church in Australia was formed by Uniting Church
members, who disagreed with Assembly resolution 84, in response to the passing of that resolution. Its
concerns however are not limited to just resolution 84. RA identified three strands which broadly
encompassed its supporters. Strand 1 was those people who felt they could work for Uniting Church reform
within the current organisational structures. Strand 2 was those who wanted reform but could not work
within the existing structures. Strand 3 was for those who were close to leaving or felt unable to remain
within the Uniting Church. We, as a Fellowship, fall into Strand 3 although individually we may represent
different Strands. The full RA name suggests that RA members (individuals and organisations) are part of
the Uniting Church even though strand 3 people or congregations may not be. Our Fellowship has been
accepted as a member even though we are NOT within the Uniting Church.

RA is examining options to lessen such confusion.
Our Fellowship IS a member of The Reforming Alliance.
Our Fellowship IS NOT a part of The Uniting Church. ID

Coming Up

There are a few corrections and changes to the details printed in the last “Next Step”.

Bible Study every Tuesday at 10 am at the Campbell Gospel Chapel, Chauvel Street. (For
further details, contact Joyce Hall – 6241 2085). In recess for Christmas / New year
until the 1st Tuesday in February.

Sunday 19 December at 6 pm.
MULTICULTURAL CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE followed by supper.
We will be joined by members of various Canberra Christian Churches including the Korean
Church Choir, the Fijian Methodists, the Fijian AOGs, Chinese Methodists and the
Vietnamese Christian and Missionary Alliance.
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME FOR THIS SERVICE IS 6 PM.

Christmas Day – no service of our own

Sunday 26 December 2004 at 5 pm – Rev. Don Purdey

Sunday 23 January 2005 at 5 pm – Dr. E. Dennis
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Tuesday Bible Study

An Evening Together
Despite rain that seemed to say ‘stay home out of the weather’, a considerable crowd (30 ish)

gathered at Bradbury’s on Wednesday 8-12-2004 for ‘desserts’.
Once everyone had negotiated their way through the unavoidable puddles, shaken out their

umbrellas and joined the refugees from the dampness inside, it was time to tackle the main
agenda item – desserts.

In actual fact the definition of desserts was particularly loose. The first wave of desserts
included delicacies such as sandwiches, party pies, pizza and dip. Those with a liking for
preciseness in language may have felt something was wrong but I detected no dissatisfaction as
people made return visits to the table to refill their plates. Wave 2 came closer to what most
people recognise as desserts. There were cakes, slices, tarts and a bowl of very popular fruit
salad. There was no need for a Desserts Wave 3.

We took the opportunity the evening offered to thank Abraham Tang for the support he has
given our fellowship by preaching and providing some pastoral care.

With Christmas approaching rapidly we decided to close the evening with a few carols. It was a
time of great enjoyment as we sang and remembered the events of around 2000 years ago.

Thankyou to the Bradburys for opening their home and organising the evening and to the many
who helped by providing such a wonderful spread. ID

Pictured after Bible Study recently are
L to R: Ruth, Joyce, Marenas, Wendy, Wilma, Isobel, Dinah, Margaret and Marie.
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On Dangerous Ground – The place to be.
There was no doubt that Rev. Ross Kingham’s sermon topic for our November service had an

intriguing title.
His text was Matthew 2:13-21, the story of the flight of Jesus’ family to Egypt and their return to Israel.
Ross spoke of times when events make life unsettled, difficult or dangerous. Mary, Joseph and Jesus

had to flee to Egypt to escape the danger posed by Herod. We also must take appropriate actions to meet
the circumstances in which we find ourselves.

Mary, Joseph and Jesus spent some, no doubt challenging, years in Egypt waiting for the right time to
return to their homeland. We too have times of waiting that can also be times of healing and challenge.

Eventually God told Joseph that the time was right for them to return home. For us too, there comes a
time to move on.

We are called to live our lives with an openness to God and a trust in Him whatever our
circumstances.

Part of the work of the Spirit involves upheaval and the stripping away of things that get between God
and His people. This may be unsettling to us but we can be sure of God’s continuing love and care for us.

Ross closed with a quote from “A Gentle Thunder” (Word, 1995) by Max Lucado.

“There are many reasons God saves you:
to bring glory to himself, to appease his justice, to demonstrate his sovereignty.
But one of the sweetest reasons God Saved you is because he is fond of you.
He likes having you around.
He thinks you are the best thing since sliced bread

“… If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it.
If he had a wallet, your photo would be in it.
He sends you flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning.
Whenever you want to talk, he’ll listen.
He can live anywhere in the universe, and he chose your heart.
And the Christmas gift he sent you in Bethlehem?
Face it, friend. He’s crazy about you!”

ID

Carols at Campbell

Our fellowship was well represented at the Gospel
Chapel’s carols on Saturday 11th December.

It was a joyful evening as we all sang together
remembering Christ’s birth.

The Fijian AOG congregation sang for us and the
Sunday School also presented one item. A highlight of
the evening was the puppets who learned more about
the birth of Jesus sparked by a conversation about
stars.

After much singing and a few thoughts related to
the significance of Jesus birth, it was time for supper. ID
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Stop Press: The Chinese Methodists will also sing !

Contacts
Ted Dennis (Dunlop) Ian & Joyce Hall (Ngunnawal) Ian Denton (Downer)

02 62593487 02 62412085 02 62487953
iand@naa.gov.au

Alec Arnel (Page) Howard & Ruth Bradbury (Campbell)
02 62544241 02 62489574

bradbury@cyberone.com.au

Need help with transport? If so, ask. Someone may be able to help.

TNS editor : Ian Denton – e-mail : iand@naa.gov.au


