PALMETTO HISTORICAL RESEARCH, LLC

Anne M. Norton

210 Ellen Woodside Street
Pelzer, SC 29669
anorton.phr@ email.com

DATE: May 6, 2018

REPORT TO: Larry D. Miller
7947 SW 80+ Place Rd.
Ocala, FL 34476
Idm12645@aol.com
352-304-8501

SUBJECT: Amos & Melissa Miller, Spartanburg Co. SC
BACKGROUND:  Client has supplied a link to ancestry.com with background

OBJECTIVE: Locate parents of Amos & Malissa Miller
Determine relationship of Cynthia Miller, James Miller, Josiah Miller and
Martin Miller to Amos & Malissa Miller
Identify siblings of Amos, Malissa and Cynthia Miller

LIMITATIONS: 8 hours for initial research

CONSIDERATIONS:

Slave research requires an investigation to determine the name and location of the slave owner.
Slaves were considered property and therefore could be bought, sold, gifted or bequeathed. Each
of these transactions required a legal document that may lead to the owner’s name and additional
information about the slave. While not always the case, many slaves did take the surname of
their last owner and many slaves remained, at least temporarily, in the area of their last owner.

FINDINGS: A complete bibliography of sources for this report is included on the last page.

The 1870 Federal Census of Spartanburg County, South Carolina lists Amos and Malissa Miller
as next door neighbors to Cynthia Miller. Records of the Freedmen’s Bureau were considered a
likely source of information on the Miller family and research provided information on Amos,
which is included in this report. Further information on the Freedmen’s Bureau can be found at:
https://www .archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-bureau




DEEDS

Research in all Miller deeds for Spartanburg County through 1900 provided no mention of
Amos, Malissa or Cynthia Miller.

PROBATE

Research in the probate records, wills and estates, did reveal the likely owner of Cynthia and
Malissa Miller.

The Last Will & Testament and Inventory of Estate of Samuel Miller (Sheriff)
Spartanburg County, South Carolina

Will Book D, page 356

Box 8 Package 29

Recorded 1 November 1852

Transcribed as written with obvious misspellings corrected.:

State of South Carolina
Spartanburgh District

I Samuel Miller of the District and State aforesaid do make and ordain this as my Last
Will and Testament hereby revoking all other Wills or Testaments by me made and executed

Item I give to my son John P. Miller the land on the East side of NE Tyger River commonly
called the Nealy Place, and one other tract on the same side of the River bounded by
James Fosters land, Ransom Foster’s land and John Miller’s land including all my land
on that side of the River to the said John P. his heirs and assigns forever
Also I give him one third part of all such stock & farming utensils as I may be possessed
of to him and his heirs forever —

Item I give to my beloved wife Cassandra Miller during life or widowhood the use of my
dwelling house and so much of the land adjoining as she may need for support, and also
the use for the same time the following named Negroes, to wit, a negro man Will and his
wife Edith and their two children Cinda and Mathew and also little Rachel. Also one fifth
of the stock and farming utensils that I may die possessed of the same to be accepted in
lieu of her right of Dower in my Estate, and at her marriage alloweth that the personal
property to be equally divided among my then surviving children —

Item I give to my wife Cassandra Miller the use during life of all my household and kitchen
furniture with the right of giving during life or at her death any part or the whole of the
same to all or a part of my children in such a manner and possession as she may deem
proper



Item

Item

Item

Item

Item

Item

Item

I give to my daughter Martha B Miller two negro girls Cynthia and Mary, them and
their increase forever. Also a horse & bridle worth one hundred Dollars Also two cows
and calves & a bureau to her and her heirs forever —

I give to my daughter Margaret I. Miller Two negro girls Chaney and Ann them and their
increase forever. Also a horse saddle and bridle worth one hundred dollars. Also two
cows and calves and a bureau to her and her heirs forever I also give my daughters the
right of occupying my dwelling house together with their mother until they shall marry or
voluntarily move —

I give to my son Joel W. Miller one tract of land which includes several small ones lying
on the South side of N Tyger River Bounded by Andrew Berry’s land James Hughes,
F.H. Legg’s, Josiah Miller’s and the River, including all my lands on the South side of
the said River, subject however to the right previously given to his Mother and sisters.
Also I give him all the stock and farming utensils I may be possessed of except what |
have previously given to his mother and brother —

James Foster being the owner of my Negro man Stephens wife my will and desire is that
if the said James should wish at my death to purchase Stephen that he shall be at liberty
and have the right to do so at a fair valuation —

All the rest residue and balance of my property and estate of whatsoever nature or kind
not herein before disposed of I order and direct shall be equally divided among my
children John P. Miller, Joel W. Miller, Martha B. Miller and Margaret J. Miller share
and share alike so that each one shall be equal in value But in the division it shall be so
ordered that John P. Miller shall get the negro girl Big Rachel and such increase as she
may now have or hereafter may have and that Joel W. Miller shall get the girl Lucy and
such increase as she may now have or hereafter may have and it is my wish that in the
division of my negroes the families my not be separated more than necessary for a fair,
peaceable and equal division of the same

It is my will and desire and I so order it that if either of my children should die unmarried
and without lawful issue that all that I have given to such one who may so die shall

equally be divided between the survivor of their heirs before named and designated —

I appoint my son John P. Miller and my friend John Crawford Executors of this my last
Will & Testament

Given under my hand & Seal 1+ February 1827

Executed Published and Declared as Sam’l Miller (seal)
The Last Will & Testament before us

Ransom Foster

S. Bobo

James Ed. Henry



In addition to the Devise already written made to my daughters I make the following
bequests, I give to my daughter Martha B. Miller one negro boy Stephan to her and her
Heirs forever — I give to my daughter Margaret J. Miller one Negro Boy Named Sampson
to her and her heirs forever ---

Given under my hand & seal 1+ Feb 1827

Executed & Published Sam’l Miller (seal)
In presence of

Ransom Foster

L. Bobo

Jas. Ed. Henry

CODICIL February 1843

I Samuel Miller, Sheriff, do make and declare this codicil to my last Will and Testament
hereby satisfying republishing and confirming said Will in connection with this codicil
Viz. I advanced to my son Joel W. Miller on the first day of February One thousand
dollars Now my will, direction and desire is that my son Joel W. Miller shall account to
my Estate after my decease for the same One thousand dollars with Interest from first day
of February one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five so advances to him as one of my
Heirs at law. Witness my hand and seal and signed sealed published and declared

In presence of Sam’l Miller (seal)

Jas. E. Henry
Simpson Bobo
James A. Clendiner

Whereas I Samuel Miller Sheriff did make a Codicil to my Last Will and Testament in
February 1843 heretofore I alter that part of said codicil and direct that my son Joel W.
Miller be exempt from Interest upon the said one thousand dollars up to the time of my
decease and that he be bound to pay Interest from and after that time upon the sum of one
thousand dollars. Witness my hand and seal this thirteenth day of May 1850 Witness my
hand and Seal and Signed Sealed Published and declared in presence of

John Fielder Sam’l Miller (seal)
Z Cantrell
H. Posey

Recorded in Will Book D Page 356

Box 8 Package 29

Recorded 1+ November 1852

R. Bowden, CSD [Clerk Spartanburgh District]



Copy of original will of Samuel Miller
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State of South Carolina
Spartanburg District

The petition of John P. Miller showeth that there has been deposited in the Ordinary Office in
said district purporting to be the Last Will and Testament of Samuel Miller (Sheriff) deceased —
your petitioner therefore pray your court to be permitted to summon and examine witnesses for

the purpose of proving the same...8" day of June 1852.

John P. Miller
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The Inventory and Appraisal of Samuel Miller’s property is included with his will.
The Inventory includes Cynthia, age 7, valued at 325. and Malissa, age 9, valued 400.
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Freedmen’s Bureau:

Note: Legible original, not transcribed.

Records of the Freedmen’s Bureau of Spartanburg District include Articles of
Agreement, a labor contract, between John Stobel [Strobel] and eight freed persons which
include a slave named Amos (see page 16 of this report).

Note: When slaves were emancipated, they had no source of income, nowhere to live,
nothing to eat and no last name. Many slaves remained with their owners but were
required to be paid and cared for as this record documents.

John Strobel was married to Martha B. Miller, daughter of Samuel Miller. Cynthia was
bequeathed to Martha by her father. This suggests Amos, Cynthia and Malissa knew one
another and likely worked together on the Strobel farm. It is still not clear how Cynthia is
related to Amos and Malissa, or who the parents of these may be.

12



Freedmens’ Bureau Labor Contract: John Stobel for Amos p.1

~ South Carolina, Freedmen's Bureau Field Office
‘Records1865-1872." Images. FamilySearch.
~ http://FamilySearch.org : 14 June 2016. Citing NARA
R microfllm publication M1910. Washington, D.C.: National
| ; Archlves and 'rds Admlmstratuon n dt a
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

Research deeds and taxes of John Strobel in order to find out where

Strobel may have purchased Amos or whether he was born on the Strobel
plantation.

Research Strobel wills and estates to determine whether Amos may have
been bequeathed or given to John Strobel by another family member,
starting with father and/or brothers of John Strobel.

According to the obituary of Cassandra Miller, widow of Samuel Miller,
the family attended Nazareth Presbyterian Church; these records should be
researched, since many slaves attended their owners church.

OBITUARY.

Departed this life at the residence of her
son-in-law, Major Joux Stronern, on the 18th
of April, 1866, MRS. CASANDRA MILLER,
widow of the late SamveL MiLLer, of Spar
tanburg District, in the eighty-sixth year of
her age., She made a ?ub,lio profession of her
faith while young, united with the Baptist
Church, but upon her marriage was transfer-
red to the Nazareth {(Presbyterian) Church,
where she remained n consistent member until
her death. Uer life was illusirative of the

ower and blessedness of the Christian re

gion, which she adorned with that meek and
quig spivit, so characteristic of a true child
of God. "Her ardent piety and love for Christ,
were exhibited by her devotion for his ordi-
nances, Her place in the church was seldom
v:ou. t, and even under great bodily suffer-
ings, she wouid go to the house of God. Ier
faith in the sure promises of her divine muas-
ter, which sustained her amidst all the varied
jlls and transient scenes of life, was firm and
unwavering, when prostrated upon a bed of
sickffess. v

It was truly instructive to witness her meek
ness and patience, during a protracted illuness
of more than (wo months ot & murmur es-
caped her lips, nor a sign of impatience was
visible in her countenance. Her death was a
fitting sequel of her .life, oalm, peaceful and
triumphant. During her illness she made fre-
quent allusions of approaching deach without
terror or alarm, and often expressed a desire
to depart and be with Christ in the ‘* mansions
of the blessed.” ,

The faneral gervices were held at Nazaveth
Church, on the day of her burial, and con-
ducted by the Rev. A. P. Smith, with appro-
priate and impressive exercises. The deceas-
ed has left three children, viz: two sons anda
daughter, and wany other relatives to lament
their irreparable loss, but they have, however,
the pleasigg consolation to believe that their
g:purlod. friend, who lived by faith, died in
3 “‘: now sleeps that blessed sleep in Christ

- Oh! for.‘th l‘;l::tih of those,

nm! n the Lord !
- Oh! be like theirs, my last repose,
- Like theiv's my last reward LR

17
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