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Summer Concert Series
Celebrating 250 Years of flmerican Music!

e e : 3 AT

JUNE 13,2026 ~2:00 PM
Old Barracks Museum e Trenton, NJ

JULY 4,2026 ~ 7:30 PM
Washington Crossing State Park ¢ Titusville, NJ

JULY 8, 2026 ~ 6:00 PM
23 South Warren Street ¢ Trenton, NJ

JULY 30,2026 ~ 6:00 PM
Morven Museum and Garden e Princeton, NJ



‘Welcome to our Celebration of 250 Years of flmerican Muaic!

The Blawenburg Band is delighted to perform for you today. Thank you for your
continued support, which allows us to keep the music playing.

As a non-profit volunteer organization, we rely on the generosity of our patrons
and community. We would also like to extend a special thank you to the following
volunteers, whose dedication keeps the band running smoothly every day:

Dr. Jerry E. Rife — Music Director and Conductor

Blawenburg Band Board Officers
President — Anthony Pappalardo
Vice President /Booking Manager — David Gwin
Treasurer — Bruce Levinson
Librarian — Susan Danser
Secretary — Thomas Boyd
Publicity — Eric Saurer
Manager — Larry Tatsch
Webmaster — Linda Garvey

Grants & Fundraising Committee:
William Fernekes, Linda Garvey, David Klucsik

Other Support:
Assistant Treasurer — Jody Bardin

Special thanks to:
The Band Board and Grants & Fundraising Committee — Thank you for playing

such a vital role in making these concerts a success.

Edward Anastasio (Ephemera Photographics) — Thank you for generously donat-
ing your time and talent to capture the band in action during our performances.

Sheila Fernekes — Our sincere thanks for your work in designing, setting up, and
managing the production of our printed materials.

This program is made possible, in part, by the

Mercer County Cultural and Heritage Commission through
funding fram the Mercer County Board of Commissioners,
and the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a Partner
Agency of the National Endowment of the Arts.

The Blawenburg Band:
Captlivating rludiences with the Best of Tive Music

Widely recognized as the oldest community band in New Jersey, the
Blawenburg Band has entertained audiences in Central New Jersey and
adjacent Bucks County, PA for 136 years. Founded in 1890 in the Somerset
County hamlet of Blawenburg, in a building that still stands today, the
Band continues the community band tradition of performing an ambitious
repertoire including marches, show tunes, movie themes, Dixieland, opera
classics, and original compositions by band members, among other genres.

The Band’s musicians are volunteers from all walks of life. They range in age
from their teens to their nineties and include students, teachers, research
scientists, computer specialists, homemakers, business people, doctors,
lawyers, active retirees and many more. Some members bring decades of
musical training and professional experience; others are dedicated and
accomplished amateurs.

Notwithstanding their varied backgrounds, band members are alike in
a most important way: they enjoy making music together, to the delight
of young and old.

The Blawenburg Band has become synonymous with holiday parades and
community celebrations, and frequently performs for area church socials
and retirement centers. Recent performances have included well-known
scores from celebrated films and TV series, Broadway themes, and soloists.
In past years, the Band hosted guest conductor, noted arranger and band
master Loras Schissel, senior musicologist at the Library of Congress and
one of the nation’s foremost experts on the music of John Philip Sousa,
Aaron Copland, Percy Grainger, Leonard Bernstein and others.



7lbout the Conductor
Dr. Jerry €. Rife

A prominent educator, conductor and performer, Dr. Jerry Rife
celebrates his 41st year as Conductor and Musical Director of the
Blawenburg Band. Under his guidance, the band has grown from a local
small-town band in 1985 to a 75-member, premier musical organization
that has performed hundreds of concerts under his baton.

Dr. Rife’s leadership has developed the band’s prominence and quality
reputation with concert performances at Princeton University’s Rich-
ardson Auditorium, Longwood Gardens, The Sousa Centennial Cere-
mony and The White House. In addition, the band’s performances are
annual traditions at area holiday parades, church socials, community
venues and celebrations. In some cases, the band has performed at the
same occasions and venues for decades.

Dr. Rife is Professor Emeritus of Music at Rider University in Law-
renceville, New Jersey, where he taught music history courses and was
Director of Bands. He served as Chairman of Music in the Fine Arts
Department since 1984 and taught graduate-level musicology courses
at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, once it became Rider’s
School of Music. He is a recipient of the prestigious Lindback Award
for Excellence in Teaching.

He holds a Ph.D. in musicology from Michigan State University, a
Master of Music in clarinet performance and an undergraduate degree
in music education from Kansas State University. Prior to his appoint-
ment at Rider, Dr. Rife was an Assistant Professor of Musicology at
Michigan State University and taught doctoral- and master’s-level
musicology courses and in the undergraduate music history curriculum.

He studied clarinet performance with Fred Ormand, past president

of the International Clarinet Association, Elsa Ludwig-Verdehr of the
Verdehr Trio, Clark Brodie of the Chicago Symphony, George Silfies of
the St. Louis Symphony and Frank Sidorfsky at Kansas State University.

Dr. Rife has also been a contributing writer for the Saxophone Journal
since 1988 and has reviewed performances and recordings for Jazz
Player Magazine. He was the Associate Producer of the documentary

“If You Knew Sousa,” 2 90-minute film funded by WGBH public
television in Boston and aired as a flagship show of the PBS series
“The American Experience.”

Dr. Rife readily shares his decades of experience and expertise with
concert audiences, often with entertaining commentary and anecdotes
on marches, film music, other genres and composers. As much as
concertgoers enjoy his podium banter, longtime band members likewise
commend his stage presence and engagement with the musicians

as well as the audience.

As one veteran band member observes, “I thoroughly enjoy playing for
our audiences, knowing that they are having as much fun as we are!”
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fimerican Muaic for the Semiquincentennial
The Blawenburg Band

By Dr. Jerry Rife
Music Director/Conductor

It is a special treat to bring our Listening
to the Revolution: 250 Years of American
Mousic concert to audiences this summer.
We will be performing at the actual sites
where pivotal Revolutionary events
occurred. As one of the oldest community
bands on the East Coast, and the only one
located between Trenton and Washing-
ton’s Crossing, we feel uniquely qualified
and honored to perform at the sites where

our democracy was created.

I took great care to select music for these concerts that was composed and
heard in New Jersey during the Revolutionary War era. This music includes
Chester, Washington’s March, Yankee Doodle, The Federal March, and the
original form of America from 1770, as well as some obscure works from
these times. We will start our concerts with this “authentic” music to set the
musical scene firmly in our distant past.

My secondary goal was to perform music reflecting the vibrancy and
longevity of our nation over its 250-year growth. This group includes many
tunes you will recognize, drawing from folk songs, popular dance music,
hymns and spirituals, blues and film scores, marches, musicals, popular
songs and jazz. To my thinking, these songs are “essential” music represent-
ing in real terms the history of our country—America, The Beautiful, Selec-
tions from the Civil War, highlights from Ragtime-The Musical, The Wizard
of Oz-The Book and Filmed Musical, Amazing Grace, The Battle Hymn of the
Republic and many more.

In addition, we have commissioned a brand-new piece, Under One Flag:
Struggle and Resilience, by Philip Orr, a Hopewell, NJ composer. It contains
49 American melodies that you will recognize. This unique piece highlights
in new ways the great diversity of our music over the last 250 years while
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looking forward with optimism and a bit of humor to our next quarter-
millennia.

Each concert will be loaded with American music from many different
time periods in our history. Our goal this summer is to shed new light
on how music can portray the energy and spirit of what it means to be
an American.

Enjoy!

Philip Orr

Under One flag:
Struggle and Resilience

To mark the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, I aimed
to musically capture and celebrate the
determination and costly sacrifice of
the generations who have fought to
gain and defend our freedom.

I approached this in two ways:
first, by composing recurring serious themes, often accompanied by tumul-
tuous drumming, that evoke striving, pushing, and yearning for progress;
and second, by weaving together traditional and popular American melo-
dies that have woven us—our richly diverse citizenry—together Under One
Flag. These are melodies we have both adopted and birthed; songs learned
in school, church, camp; danced to, marched to, wept to; songs of pride,
protest, whimsy, joy; folk, holiday, protest, spiritual, cowboy, theater, and
celebration songs. Some blend smoothly side by side in harmony, while
others create dissonance—much like some people you know. Whether the
listener recognizes all 49 melodies is less important than feeling the dynamic
texture they create overall: the shifting, vibrant landscape of life passed for-
ward to us by freedom-loving people, diverse and resilient. May we continue
to persevere.
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Tree Concert Series
Celebrating 250 Years of flmerican Music
JUNE 13,2026 ~2:00 PM

OLD BARRACKS MUSEUM
101 Barracks Street ¢ Trenton, NJ

The Old Barracks Museum is a popular destination for visitors from
all over the world who are interested in learning about the history
of the Revolutionary War. The museum preserves the building’s

history, which was constructed as a military barracks in 1758 during
the French and Indian War and later used as a Revolutionary War
hospital. It also witnessed Washington’s critical victory at the Battle
of Trenton. During the 20th century, the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the Colonial Dames led the fundraising campaign to
purchase the building. Today, the Old Barracks Museum continues to

welcome guests from across the globe, sharing the rich history of the
site through interpretive programs, exhibits, and preservation so that
visitors can appreciate New Jersey’s history, the diverse people who
made it, and why it matters.

Tree Concert Series
Celebrating 250 ‘Years of flmerican Music
JULY 4,2026 ~ 7:30 PM

WASHINGTON CROSSING STATE PARK
355 Washington Crossing-Pennington Road e Titusville, NJ

Washington Crossing State Park is located just eight miles north of
Trenton, at the site of General Washington’s historic Christmas Night
Crossing of the icy Delaware River prior to his surprise attack at
Trenton on December 26, 1776. For almost ten hours, boats and ferries
carried men, horses and cannon to the Jersey side. Landing at Johnson’s
Ferry, the Continental Army faced an arduous nine-mile march to
Trenton in a snowstorm. Reaching Trenton in the early morning of
December 26th, the Continentals surrounded, defeated and captured
over nine hundred Hessian soldiers, securing a morale boosting victory
of immeasurable proportions.

The Johnson Ferry House is the only building on either side of the river
that was standing at the time of Washington’s crossing of the Delaware,
making it a “witness” building. The restored George Matthews Harding
Mural of the Crossing hangs in the new Washington Crossing State
Park Museum & Visitor Center.
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Tree Concert Series
Celebrating 250 Years of flmerican Music

JULY 8, 2026 ~ 6:00 PM
23 SOUTH WARREN STREET e Trenton, NJ
(concert venue - 10 minute walk from the Trenton Battle Monument)

Our performance takes place at
23 South Warren Street where
the Declaration of Independence
was read to the public on

July 8, 1776.

This is a 10 minute walk from
the Trenton Battle Monument,
where commander George
Washington led Continental
forces to a pivotal victory during
the American Revolutionary War.

Built between 1891 and 1893, the monument was officially completed
and dedicated on October 19, 1893. Designed by architect John H.
Duncan, the column is crowned with an observation deck and a statue
of Washington pointing towards the battle site. The base is styled with
bronze plaques as well as statues of John Russell of the 14th Conti-
nental Regiment and Blair McClenachan of the Philadelphia Troop
of Light Horse. The posterior of the monument contains a historical
tablet presented by the New Jersey Society of the Cincinnati.

Today, the monument preserves the legacy of Trenton with ongoing
community programs such as Patriots Week, annual reenactments of
the Battles of Trenton from December 26 through December 31, and
community tours and programming.
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Tree Concert Series
Celebrating 250 Years of flmerican Music
JULY 30, 2026 ~ 6:00 PM

MORVEN MUSEUM AND GARDEN
55 Stockton Street o Princeton, NJ

Morven Museum & Garden in Princeton, NJ is the only original
house of a signer of the Declaration of Independence that is open to the
public. Built in the 1750s for Richard Stockton and his wife, Annis
Boudinot Stockton, an early published poet, Morven was home to five

generations of the Stockton family and generations of enslaved men

and women, as well as immigrant servants. It later became home to
the innovative industrialist and humanitarian Robert Wood Johnson,
Jr. and served as New Jersey’s first governor’s mansion. Today, Morven
welcomes visitors to explore this layered history through its museum
exhibitions, educational and cultural programs, and historic gardens.
Learn more at morven.org.




The Blawenburg Band greaily acknowledges

the generoaity of the following donors,
whoae support ensures the music conlinues

Conductor ($20,000)

Dr. Jerry and Leslie Rife

Maestro ($500 - $1,500)

John Anastasio
The Boyd Family
In Memory of Kathleen Fluss
Jane and Jonathan Holmquist
Patricia Potavin

Patron ($250-$499)

Anonymous
Kathryn and William Hymans
Kathy Price
Michael and Sarah Unger

Sponsor ($125-$249)

Kate Fluss Ashley and David Ashley
Patricia Barile
Dotty and Charlie Byers
Janine Chiara and Anthony Pappalardo

Friend ($20-$12%)

Debra and James Burd
The Cridge Family
Harrington E. Crissey, Jr.
J. William Davis
Arthur Erickson
Sheila and William Fernekes
Linda and Robert Garvey
William Guthrie
Alice and Frank Haines, 11T
Lois Harrod
Janie and William Kidder
Armand M. Innocenzi
Laurie Larson
Maureen Keller
William Kianka
Christine and Richard Kitto
Edith and Roger Labaw
Phyllis Perry Marganoff
Peter and Kathleen McGlinchy
Gail and Donald Miller
Kenneth Molinaro
Patricia and Thaddeus Mroz
Nancy and Kenneth Persing
Donna and Joseph Petrella, Sr.
Edward S. Sproles, Jr.
Carol R. Tauber
Vernon Wiegand Jr.

Corusider a Tlegacy Gift to the Blawenburg Band

Maura Ryan and James Dieterle
The Blawenburg Band is a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the

Dr. Richard L. Easterday

Jane T. Erbe Internal Revenue Code and is listed as such on the IRS website. You can

Nancy Ervin search the IRS website for qualified charities at https://www.irs.gov/char-

Andrew Hart ities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search and type in the Band’s
Beth Anne Kafasis EIN: 22-3602598.

Robin and Bruce Levinson
Kevin Molinaro The Blawenburg Band is also registered as a charity with the NJ Office of

Harry Salotti the Attorney General, Charities Registration Section. Interested individuals
can make a gift to the Blawenburg Band by writing a new Will or adding to
an existing one.

Laraine M. Schwartz in Memory of
Band Members Dick Spangler and Lanny Hoffman
Dorothy Spyrko
Joyce and Larry Tatsch
Judy and Torrington Watkins

For more information:
blawenburgbandinfo@gmail.com
609-947-6810



Expcricncc the Healing Power & Benefits of
TRADITIONAL CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE

* A”crgg * ngertcnsion

* Arthritis * |gme disease

* Asthma *In erti[itg

* Anxietﬂ/ Stress * Insomnia

* Autoimmune diseases *[rritable Bowel Sgnclrome
* Bells Pa[sg * OPioicl addiction

* Cystitis @aTn * Pain management

* DePression * Smoking addiction

* Endocrine disorders * 5trcngt%:cn immune system
* Facial rejuvenation * Stroke,/Motor impairment
*Fi rom%\ gia * Wcig[’ut loss

* Headac es/Migraines * Womens Health/OBGYN

Established in 2008 AcuPuncture Holistic Center of NJ (AHCND) has been Pmuc"y
serving the Hunbercion county and neighbon’ngcommunihcs for more than a decade.

Schedule an Appointment

908-788-8806

AcuPuncturc Holistic Center of NJ

300 OLD YORK ROAD, FLEMINGTON, NJ 08822 WWW.AHCNJ.COM

All off us at Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home
join in celebrating
250 years of American Music!

Charles Holcombe Fisher
Manager, NJ Lic. #2631

Ryan Christopher Winfield
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #4888

Mark Patrick Whittaker
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #4549

Jeffrey Robert Bogart
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #5324

Hol be-Fish
m olcombe-Fisher

FUNERAL HOME

147 Main Street, Flemington, NJ 08822

One family, 6 generations, serving the
community since 1894...

TAVERN
WINE SHOY

~ Modern American Cuisine ~
Delicious Food ¢ Great Times ¢ Beautiful View
Open 7 Days, 11am-11pm

1339 River Road, Titusville, NJ 08560 < 609-737-2780
www.Patriots-Crossing.com




COLONIAL FARMS
STORE

NEW - Gowwmet Foods, WM/&@&&%@/&W
10°/o Anyting ENTRANCE 5§

OFF NotOnSale Across From The

., Must present coupon. Not valid with any other

* WINE & LIQUOR *

HOPEWELL A offers or discounts. Limit one coupon pervisit. Wells Fargo Bank

Expires 9/7/2026 » SAK533SON
1 Washington Crossing Pennington Rd
609-737-0358 - www. Hopewellbuyrlte com

@m& CS) Wﬂ[/&

Homemade Soups Entrée Salads, Hot Lunch & Dinner (lunch 11-2; dinner 3-6:30)
Q?awmmb Deli

Custom-made Hoagies, Sandwiches & Melts
Fresh @jm& & Q?a/
Appetizers, Creamy Dips, Quiche, Pastas, Entrées - in ready to heat containers

Custom Céatw'ﬂg/
Home, Office & Corporate Events, Elegant Dinners, Holiday Parties

Award (Wilmjuq/ %akm/t//
Pastries, Tarts, Cookies, Birthday, Wedding, Holiday Cakes & more

=

Super BUYR||'eI = Mon-Sat 6:30am-7pm; Sun 7am-5pm ¢ 1108 Taylorsville Rd, Washington Crossing, PA
= : 215-493-1548 » www.colonialfarms.com
STATE OF-THE-ART 'ISK-SQUARE FOOT STORE

FO E, SPIRITS, BER & MO! SHEILA FERNEKES

Antique & Design Center | DESIGN STUDIO

Country & Formal Furniture + China « Sterling
Pottery Textiles « Fine Jewelry « Glass

Old & New Furniture « Lighting
N L e | Art Jewelry

in a Landmark Building | [ERECRINEYS

to Wear

Gift
Certificates

Now A Bridal Registry
Available ‘ i i

]

NEW STORE / NEW ENTRANCE:
1 Washington Crossing Pennington Rd.

(609) 737-0358
hopewellbuyrite.com

www.sheilafernekesdesign.com
sheila@sheilafernekesdesign.com
908.391.5568




Amwell Valley

Restaurant

Good Food
and N
Friendly Servi / nm
R | =255 —
All baking o e
doneon premises SN SIS —‘m"_
Daily Specials 400 RTE 31 NORTH - RINGOES, NJ
Take-out 609-466-2030

HUNTERDON MUSIC

SINCE 1969

New & Used Band and Orchestra Instruments
Rentals - Sales - Repairs

Guitars - Drum Sets - Amplifiers

Keyboards - Sheet Music
Accessories - Factory Service Center

908:782:0620
\ www.hunterdon-music.com

11 State Route 12
Flemington, NJ 08822
(at the circle)

i
B
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featuring the work of over 160 artists & makers

Current Hours: Tues - Fri11-6, Sat 10 - 6, Sun 11-5
slightly reduced hours in July & August

o&vg cmf oul new wagg&{—a ./

www.dandelionwishes.shop

O w¥ @dandelionwisheshopewell

45 w broad st hopewell nj 609.460.9963




153 Washington St
Rocky Hill, NJ 08553

® 609-921-0153
©® www.one53nj.com

@one_53

S JQ)LM A A/%Ve/cé
Longer evenings, lighter dishes, and something new

to savor. Enjoy seasonal favorites like our spring vegetable risotto,
Lyons-Archer Kitchen and Interior Design fresh quinoa salad, and new desserts crafted to celebrate the flavors of the season.

is your trusted source for professional, personalized, knowledgeable _

kitchen and bathroom design, and for quality cabinetry. ‘ G ' '
Special offer: 5% off a kitchen cabinetry order, e ,‘u ¥

exclusive to clients who mention this ad when they first call. ’

Call us at 215-860-5059,
f or email: info@lyonsarcher.com.
We can’t wait to hear from you.

LYONS-ARCHER

KITCHEN AND INTERIOR DESIGN www.lyonsarcher.com
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Bpect The Bost 1
MaYFIOWER

CLEANERS

www.mayflowercleaners.com

“Expect The Best” is more than just our logo.

- - - - = . o L bl
Full-Service Cleaning with FREE Pick-up & Delivery el ‘ ° PR

« Shirt Service Done on Premises  Leather & Suede Cleaned & Preserved s : \ v . -4 o 3 ' ! Dinel‘s,
* Drapery Take Down & Re-Hang * Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved <V y i 4 k- .

« Bedding Table Cloths & Napkins ¢ Area Rugs Washed A - % ; k o R ChOlce
* Fine Tailoring

2025

55 State Road (RT 206) Princeton
609-924-5144 | info@mayflowercleaners.com



Plant SERVICES INCLUDE:
Plant Health Care including:
H ea Ith Insect & Disease Management
1 Shrub & Ornamental Fertilization
O rg ani E_g 100% Organic or Organic Based Lawn Care How you can make a d;ﬂ'ere:we

& Tick & Deer Control
ARING FOR OUR WORLD NATURALLY . I
Organic Emerald Ash Borer Injections

(908) 335-0553 Spotted Lanternfly Suppression Band’s capacity to enrich the cultural life of our community and beyond.

Your support, whether big or small, will have a profound impact on the

Info@PlantHealthOrganics.com Anti-Desiccant Treatment for Shrubs
www.PlantHealthOrganics.com Shrub & Ornamental Pruning By donating to The Blawenburg Band, you are not just contributing to

an organization, you are investing in the preservation of a musical legacy
that has endured for 136 years. With your generous contributions, we
can continue spreading the joy of music while creating lasting memories
for generations to come. Please join us in preserving the timeless beauty

4. Plant Health Organics is the only 100% Organic *
land care company, doing EXACILY what we do Coyﬂ
;{-, in Central NJ and we are HERE FORYOU and all £ 10% OFF
your Organic property needs. 3 Your Program of $700 or More
Jomthe Organic movementand come grow =4 New Customers Only

thePlantHeaIthOrgan|csfam|ly' %’CantCombmewnhother offers EREE

of live music.

2 DIDYOUKNOW,. o procRaN
é

Your support means the world to us.

(=135 [=]
-ﬂ;,.

Scan this QR code
to donate now!

MECAFFREY 'S

FOOD MARKETS

Proud Spenser of the
Blawenburg Rand

Keep the performance going at McCaffrey’s! In honor of America’s
250th anniversary, we have an ensemble of fresh fruit and vegetables,
gourmet cheeses & bakery items; a jazzy floral, coffee & prepared foods
department; vocal, knowledgeable & friendly associates; and buyers
who band together to bring you the highest quality, freshest,
hard-to-find & local ingredients in every department! We might not
have live music, but we do get rave reviews from our audience too!
Now that'’s a performance worthy of a grand American celebration!

v v *

mecafreys.com https://blawenburgband.org
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https://blawenburgband.org

RevolutionNJ

ENGAGE THE PAST. SHAPE THE FUTURE.

PROUD PARTNER
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