
From The Grants and Fundraising Committee

Welcome to the Life with the Blawenburg Band!

Let’s look at all we have accomplished and what has changed.

Editor:  Grants & Fundraising Committee
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From The Podium ... Dr. Jerry Rife

            

              

www.blawenburgband.org

The  G  an d  F  commit t e e  has

b e en  qu i t e  ac t ive  in  2 0 2 6 .

The  Ban d ’ s  co or d inat e d

fun d ra i s ing  camp a i gn ,

which  inc l u d e s  i t s  annu al

ma i l ing  t o  donors ,

donat ions  r e c e ive d  a t

conc e r t  venu e s  an d  p ro g ram

a ds  for  the  A nnu al  C onc e r t

in  M ay  2 0 2 6  y i e l d e d  $4 ,575

in  r evenu e.   Ad d i t ional l y ,

the  Ban d  r e c e ive d  a  $2 ,000

g rant  from  the  Mercer

County  Cu ltura l  and  H eri t a g e

Commission  t o  s up p or t s  i t s

2 50 th  A nnive rs ar y  o f  the  Unit e d  St a t e s  s umme r

conc e r t  s e r i e s . Lo ok ing  ahea d  the  G  an d  F

commit t e e  i s  c u rr ent l y  f inal i z ing  d e t a i l s  for  i t s

Fal l  camp a i gn ,  which  s e e ks  a ds  for  the  Ban d ’ s

ho l i day  conc e r t  p ro g ram  in  D e c emb e r.  The  G  an d

F  commit t e e  we l come s  ne w  memb e rs  an d  l o oks

for war d  t o  cont inu e d  s uc c e ss  for  the  r ema in d e r  o f

the  ca l en dar  year.

. . . B i l l  Fe rne ke s ,  L in da  G ar vey  an d  D ave  Kl ucs i k

“Congra tu la t ions  to  a l l  o f  you  for  the  very

succ essfu l  2026  summer  concert  s ea son .  I  think

b a ck  on  the  s chedu l e  we  had  this  summer  and

rememb er  the  amazing  1 36 th - anniversary  concert ,

the  sp eci a l  concert s  made  possib l e  by  the  grant  and

our  ext ra  p erformances  a t  Franklin  G azeb o  and

South  Brunswick  Library  tha t  were  a dded  to  our

re gu la r  t ra in  s t a t ion  j obs  and ,  o f  cours e ,

G ri ggs town  Harves t  Home,  which  we  have  p lay ed  for

over  1 00  y ears .  We  brought  a  lo t  o f  j oy  to  so  many

audi ence  memb ers  and  we  had  fun  making  music

to ge ther  in  the  pro c ess .  

As  we  merge  into  the  fa l l  and  s t a rt  r ehearsa ls  a ga in

(Sep t .  1 4 ! ) ,  my  thinking  turns  to  some  new  music  to

read  and  work  on .  There  i s  a lso  a  ho liday  s ea son

ahead  with  concert s  a t  St .  Igna t ius  Church  on  D ec .

6  and  the  annua l  Ho liday  TCNJ  concert  on  Sa turday ,

D ec .  1 2 .  I  vow  tha t  the  2027  s ea son  wi l l  b e  a  more

resp ec t fu l  s chedu l e  for  our  memb ership ,  but  one

fi l l e d  with  grea t  music  and  fun  p erformances .  

Thank  you  for  your  r emarkab l e  work  this  y ear  so

far  and  for  g iving  yours e lf  to  the  b and  so  fr e e ly . ”

. . . Jerr y  Rife



Thank you to our Ad Sponsors for your Support for
our May 17, 2026 Concert Program!
Thank you to all our Anniversary Concert Ad Sponsors.

Our program has grown in size, quality and support over

the years, evolving from a black/white edition to typeset,

professional glossy full-color product.  We are deeply

grateful for your funding and support of the band.

Listed here are the sponsors for our May 17, 2026

program:
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Special Thank You!
Our concert programs are usually published in May and

December.  This is managed by our Grants & Fundraising

Committee.  However, without the help of Sheila

Fernekes, owner of Sheila Fernekes Design Studio,

www.sheilafernekesdesign.com, our programs wouldn’t

look so professional.  Sheila is the graphic designer who

prepares the layout and helps make the programs look

professional.  THANK YOU again Sheila for donating

your time and services to the band.
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Celebrat ing  250 Years  of  Music !

The  Ban d  s ubmit t e d  an d  r e c e ive d  a  $ 2 , 0 0 0

“ Sp e c i a l  P ro j e c t ”  G rant  r e qu e s t ing  fun ds  t o  pl ay

fo u r  ( 4 )  conc e r t s  c e l e b rat ing  the  b i r th  o f  o u r

co unt r y  thro ugho ut  the  s umme r :   “List ening  to

the  Revo lut ion :  250  Ye ars  of  American  Music ” .

The s e  p ro g rams  cont inu e d  t o  enr i ch  the  l ive s  o f

memb e rs  o f  communit i e s  whe r e  we  haven ’ t

p e r forme d  b e for e ,  o ffe r ing  e ducat ional

in format ion  an d  hi s t or i c  mus i c  from  o u r

co unt r y ’ s  inc ep t ion .  

Mercer  County  Div is ion  of  Cul ture  and
Her i tage  -  Grant  Rec ip i ent  -  Thank  you!

The  b an d  has  ha d  an

inc r e d ib ly  b usy  s umme r,

p e r forming  17  conc e r t s

whe r e  we  shar e d  s ome  o f

the  mus ic  from  o u r  2 50

A nnive rs ar y  C onc e r t

s e r i e s .   M any  than ks  t o  the

venu e s  which  invi t e d  the

Ban d  t o  p e r form  du r ing  o u r

1 37  year  o f  p ro dvi d ing

mus ic  for  the  communit y .

t h

t h

 

Summer  Concer t  Ser i es  2026!

Thank you to all our Patrons and Donations
s

Thanks to everyone who continues to attend our

concerts and provide support for our programs.  Our

audiences continue to grow, and as a non-profit

volunteer organization we appreciate your support and

generous donations.
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A summer of Musical Pleasure, the Photos
Say it all!!!

What an exciting summer - instead of words, here’s

evidence of our musical journey during summer 2026!
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Band Finances - Overview Summary: 
As part of the Band’s effort to provide greater transparency

regarding finances, here is a summary of revenue and

expenses from Treasurer Bruce Levinson, current through

August 2026.

Interest income $1,582

Mercer County LAP Grant $2,125

Total Donations $38,893

Full Band Performances $5,250

Grant Total Revenue $47,850

Grand Total Expenses $18,079

Cash Increase Through August 31, 2026:  $29,771
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Under  One  Flag :  Struggle  and  Res i l i ence

The  Ban d  commiss ione d  an  or i g inal  wor k  from

H op e wel l  NJ  mus ic i an  an d  comp o s e r  Phi l l i p  O rr

t o  c e l e b rat e  the  2 50  annive rs ar y  o f  o u r  co unt r y .

H e r e  i s  Phi l l i p  O rr ’ s  d e s c r i p t ion  o f  hi s

comp o s i t ion  “ Un d e r  One  Fl ag :   St r ug g l e  an d

R e s i l i enc e . ”

t h

 

“To  mark  the  250  Anniversary  o f  the  D ecla ra t ion

of  Indep endence ,  I  have  a imed  to  musica l ly  cap ture

and  c e l ebra t e  the  de t ermina t ion  and  cos t ly  sa cr if i c e

o f  the  g enera t ions  who  have  fought  to  ga in  and

defend  our  fr e e dom .

t h

I  appro a ched  this  in  t wo  ways :  f irs t  composing

recurr ing  s er ious  themes ,  o f t en  a ccompani ed  by

tumu ltuous  drumming ,  tha t  evoke  s t r iving ,  pushing ,

and  earning  for  pro gress ;  and  s econd ,  by  weaving

to ge ther  t radi t iona l  and  popu lar  American  me lo di es

tha t  have  woven  us ,  our  r i chly  divers e  c i t iz enry ,

to ge ther  Under  One  F la g .  Thes e  a re  me lo di es  we

have  b o th  adop t e d  and  b ir thed ;  songs  l e a rned  in

schoo l ,  church ,  camp ;  danced  to ,  marched  to ,  wep t

to ;  songs  o f  pr ide ;  pro t es t ,  whimsy ,  j oy ;  fo lk ,

ho liday ,  pro t es t ,  spir i t ua l ,  cowb oy ,  thea t er,  and

ce l ebra t ion  songs .  Some  b l end  smoothly  side  by

side  in  harmony ,  whi l e  o thers  cr ea t e  dissonance ,

much  like  some  p eop l e  we  know .  Whether  the

li s t ener  r eco gniz es  a l l  49  me lo di es  i s  l ess

import ant  than  fe e ling  the  dynamic  t exture  they

crea t e  overa l l :  The  shif t ing , vibrant  landscap e  o f

life  p a ss ed  forward  to  us  by  fr e e dom- loving  p eop l e ,

divers e  and  r esi li ent .May  we  cont inue  to  p ers evere . ”

. . .  Phi l  Orr  

Next Few Concerts/Other as of 8.31.2026:
Thursday, September 17, 2026 - Oxford Enhanced

Sr. Living; 290 E. Winchester Avenue, Langhorne,

PA  19047, 7:00 PM - Private Venue

Sunday, September 20, 2026 - Ewing-Coventry

Presbyterian Church Ice Cream Social, 3:00 – 5:00PM

(Raindate 9.27.2026) - Public Venue

Sunday, December 6, 2026 - St. Ignatius Concert,

999 Reading Avenue #1, Yardley, PA  19067 - 3:00

PM - Public Venue

Saturday, December 12, 2026 - Band Holiday

Concert Program, The College of New Jersey (Kendall

Hall), 3:00 to 5:00 PM - Public Venue

Other:

Tuba Christmas - MarketFair, 3535 US-1, Princeton,

NJ  08540 - Public Event - Open to band brass

players, all other can come and enjoy.

Monday, December 14, 2026 - Save the Date - Band

Holiday Party, Princeton Montessori School, 487

Cherry Valley Road, Princeton, NJ  08540 - Time

~6:30 PM TBD - Private Venue

Calling All New Band Members:
Last year we highlighted individual bandmembers in the

newsletter by requesting answers to four questions and

requesting a photo so we can learn more about you.  If

interested in contributing this information, please email

linda@garvey5.com.
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