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‘Welcome to our Holiday Program!

The Blawenburg Band is happy to be performing for you today at Kendall

Hall at The College of New Jersey. Thank you for your continued support
of the band.

The band is a non-profit volunteer organization. We rely on support from
our patrons and community members. Band volunteers however, keep the
band fiscally responsible and running daily, thanks the following people:

Dr. Jerry E. Rife - Music Director and Conductor

Blawenburg Band Board Officers
President — Anthony Pappalardo
Vice President and Booking Manager — David Gwin
Treasurer — Bruce Levinson
Librarian — Susan Danser
Secretary — Thomas Boyd
Publicity — Eric Saurer
Manager — Larry Tatsch
Webmaster — Linda Garvey

Grants & Fundraising Committee:
William Fernekes, Linda Garvey, David Klucsik

Other Support:

Assistant Treasurer — Jodi Bardin

~

Special thanks for your help today!
The Band Board and the Grants & Fundraising Committee would like to share a
heartfelt THANK YOU to our volunteers. Your assistance as ushers and at the
donation table is invaluable and greatly appreciated. Thank you for making this
concert a success.

John Anastasio - We want to express our sincere appreciation for your invaluable
coordination and support of our concerts at The College of New Jersey as well as
your years of service on the Band Board as Secretary. Your efforts are crucial in
ensuring the success of these events and as our record keeper on the board.

Thank you for making it all happen.

Edward Anastasio — Ephemera Photographics — Thank you for donating your
time and talents to photograph the band during our concert performances.

Thank you to Sheila Fernekes who designed our printed concert program.

The Blawenburg Band:
Captlivating rludiences with the Best of Tive Music

Widely recognized as the oldest community band in New Jersey, the
Blawenburg Band has entertained audiences in Central New Jersey and
adjacent Bucks County, PA for 135 years. Founded in 1890

in the Somerset County hamlet of Blawenburg, in a building that still
stands today, the Band continues the community band tradition of
performing an ambitious repertoire including marches, show tunes,
movie themes, Dixieland, opera classics, and original compositions by
band members, among other genres.

The Band’s musicians are volunteers from all walks of life. They range in age
from their teens to their nineties and include students, teachers, research
scientists, computer specialists, homemakers, business people, doctors,
lawyers, active retirees and many more. Some members bring decades of
musical training and professional experience; others are dedicated--and
accomplished--amateurs.

Notwithstanding their varied backgrounds, band members are alike in
a most important way: they enjoy making music together, to the delight
of young and old.

The Blawenburg Band has become synonymous with holiday parades and
community celebrations, and frequently performs for area church socials
and retirement centers. Recent performances have included well-known
scores from celebrated films and TV series, Broadway themes, and soloists.
Last year, the Band hosted guest conductor, noted arranger and band master
Loras Schissel, senior musicologist at the Library of Congress and one of
the nation’s foremost experts on the music of John Philip Sousa, Aaron
Copland, Percy Grainger, Leonard Bernstein and others.



Members of the Blawenburg Band

Flute

Leslie Rife *
Susan Danser +
Daniel Lester
Jennifer Cridge

Oboe
Michael Benthin*

Bassoon

Bruce Levinson +
Christine Peterson
Mark Schroeder

Clarinet

John J. Anastasio
Tom Boyd +
Emily Russoniello
George Balog
Linda Tappin
Laraine Schwartz *
Markus Klampfl
Larry Tatsch +
Linda Garvey +
Rick Bergacs

Bass Clarinet
Eric Saurer +

Alto Saxophone
Max Hill

Mark Klein

* Section Leaders

Musical Director and Conductor

Dr. Jerry E. Rife

Tenor Saxophone

Clara Boyd

Baritone Saxophone
Jonathan Holmquist *

French Horn
Lisa Peterson * =
John Tracey
Sharon Hallanan
Kevin Perry
Herb Foster

Euphonium
Jack Price

Carolyn Auerbach *
Tom DeFalco

Cornet/Trumpet
Michael Unger * =

Marcy Morrison =~
Marc Angelone
Anthony Pappalardo +
Robert Fluss

Brett Dejneka

Jim Gillberg

John Sakizadeh

Ken Molinaro

Robert V. Jaeger

Bill Watts

Trombone
David Gwin *+
Robert Schilling
Pete Reichlin
Sarah Danser =
David Klucsik
Bill Fernekes
Tom Seeland

Tuba

Kate Foster *
Rob Chadwick ~
James Yeh

Paul Zagarella
Harry Salotti

Percussion
Janice Mehalick *
Jody Bardin

Ed Majorossy
Ethan Ramos
Lukas Kulesa

+ Band Board Members/Ofhicers = Brass Quintet

The Blawenburg Band

Holiday Program
December 7, 2025, 3:00 p.m.
Dr. Jerry E. Rife, Musical Director, Conductor

Blawenburg Brass Quintet

Christmas Bell FANtasy.......ooccvevenecrrnserrnecsinecerecrsnessinenns arr. B. Holcombe
Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah......cccooovieinirrnseneesens arr. Z. Smith
The Blawenburg Band

Overture to Miracle 07 34th Street . nnnmreonseonsecnsseissennes Bruce Broughton

The Holly and The IVy....c.cecnecenecineeeeeeieerisenisensserisessanenns arr. T. Wallace
Ukrainian Bell Carol, from Shchedryk......M. D. Leontovych, arr. P. Sparke

Babes in Toyland.........cccececencrineieeciiesriecssnsessssesssanecnns arr. L. Forsblad
Morning Has Broken......occcrnriinnscriiscsiinssesissnessiseesnns arr. T. Wallace
The Polar Express Selections........ccveveeceecceennece Alan Silvestri, arr. . Brubaker
Festive Sounds of Hanukah........cccoeuvrieiineienienneinnseissienenns arr. B. Holcombe
Jingle BellS.. s, arr. J. Dawson
Let’s Remember Pearl Harbor/Praise the Lord......c..covvvevenrrennee. arr. M. Green
Old Scottish Melody, Auld Lang Syne........cwecencveeennesernnn. arr. C. Wiley
Sleigh Ride... e ssssesssessssennes Leroy Anderson

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas......Hugh Martin, arr. J. Swearingen

~~~ Program Subject to Change Without Notice ~~~

https://blawenburgband.org




7lbout the Conductor
Dr. Jerry €. Rife

A prominent educator, conductor and performer, Dr. Jerry Rife
celebrates his 40th anniversary this year as Conductor and Musical
Director of the Blawenburg Band. Under his guidance, the band has
grown from a local small-town band in 1985 to a 75-member, premier
musical organization that has performed hundreds of concerts under
his baton.

Dr. Rife’s leadership has developed the band’s prominence and quality
reputation with concert performances at Princeton University’s Rich-
ardson Auditorium, Longwood Gardens, The Sousa Centennial Cere-
mony and The White House. In addition, the band’s performances are
annual traditions at area holiday parades, church socials, community
venues and celebrations. In some cases, the band has performed at the
same occasions and venues for decades.

Dr. Rife is Professor Emeritus of Music at Rider University in Law-
renceville, New Jersey, where he taught music history courses and was
Director of Bands. He served as Chairman of Music in the Fine Arts
Department since 1984 and taught graduate-level musicology courses
at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, once it became Rider’s
School of Music. He is a recipient of the prestigious Lindback Award
for Excellence in Teaching.

He holds a Ph.D. in musicology from Michigan State University, a
Master of Music in clarinet performance and an undergraduate degree
in music education from Kansas State University. Prior to his appoint-
ment at Rider, Dr. Rife was an Assistant Professor of Musicology at
Michigan State University and taught doctoral- and master’s-level

musicology courses and in the undergraduate music history curriculum.

He studied with Fred Ormand, past president of the International
Clarinet Association, Elsa Ludwig-Verdehr of the Verdehr Trio, Clark
Brodie of the Chicago Symphony, George Silfies of the St. Louis
Symphony and Frank Sidorfsky at Kansas State University.

Dr. Rife has also been a contributing writer for the Saxophone Journal
since 1988 and has reviewed performances and recordings for Jazz
Player Magazine. He was the Associate Producer of the documentary

“If You Knew Sousa,” 2 90-minute film funded by WGBH public
television in Boston and aired as a flagship show of the PBS series
“The American Experience.”

Dr. Rife readily shares his decades of experience and expertise with
concert audiences, often with entertaining commentary and anecdotes
on marches, film music, other genres and composers. As much as
concertgoers enjoy his podium banter, longtime band members likewise
commend his stage presence and engagement with the musicians

as well as the audience.

As one veteran band member observes, “I thoroughly enjoy playing for
our audiences, knowing that they are having as much fun as we are!”
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Schedule an Appointment
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Acupuncture Holistic Center of NJ
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Angelone's

Disposal & Recycling

Offering weekly residential and commerical
garbage services and full-service junk removal

Call 908-458-5202 to learn more.

NEW STORE / NEW ENTRANCE:
1 Washington Crossing Pennington Rd.

(609) 737-0358
hopewellbuyrite.com

SHEILA FERNEKES DESIGN STUDIO

Art Jewelry You'll Love to Wear

www sheilafernekesdesign.com
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Dumpster Rentals
Throughout the Garden State

308-754-0776

R NEW STANDARD OF SERVIGE

SCHOOL BAND
&

ORCHESTRAL

Supporting the
future of music
since 1960.

SALES, RENTALS & SERVICE

USSO RENT 0(LNLINE

CALL US TODAY

el

MUsIC

RENTALS@RUSSOMUSIC.COM or 609.888.3074 RUSSOMUSICRENTALS.COM

619 LAKE AVENUE

ASBURY PARK, NJ
07712 732.455.8397

Anrique & Design Center

Cauntry & Formal Furniure = China - Serling
F::.1ter!.' Textiles + Fine Jewelry - Glass
Ol & Mew Furnilure » Lighting

Art Jewelry & Primifives

Gi in a Landmark Building

Cartificabas

Moy & Bridal Registry

Awailabla * g : 5
|

1004 SPRING GARDEN
ST PHILADELPHIA, PA
19123 215.232.1234

1989 ARENA DRIVE
HAMILTON, NJ 08610
609.888.0620
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CLEANERS
www.mayflowercleaners.com
“Expect The Best” is more than just our logo.
Full-Service Cleaning with FREE Pick-up & Delivery

 Shirt Service Done on Premises ¢ Leather & Suede Cleaned & Preserved
* Drapery Take Down & Re-Hang * Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved
¢ Bedding Table Cloths & Napkins ¢ Area Rugs Washed

¢ Fine Tailoring

55 State Road (RT 206) Princeton
609-924-5144 | info@mayflowercleaners.com
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Amwell Valley

DINER

Restaurant

Good Frsond
wrul
Friendly Service

All beaking

done on premises

”‘J“H Hlll’f‘[illﬁ 400 RTE 31 HORTH - RINGOES, NJ
Take-out 609-466-2030

HUNTERDON MUSIC

SINCE 1969

New & Used Band and Orchestra Instruments
Rentals - Sales - Repairs

Cuitars « Drum Sets - Amplifiers

Keyboards - Sheet Music
Arcessories « Factory Service Center

Qo8 7Bz 0bhz0
Y wwwL hunterdon-music.com

11 State Route 12
Flemington, N.J o88z2
[at the cirele)
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featuring the work of over 160 artists & makers

show us this Anniversary Concert Program ad and 20°%: of your
purchase will be donated to The Blawenburg Band.

Offier walid through June 13, 5035

2 @dandelionwisheshopewell
45 w broad st hopewell nj 609.460.9363 www.dandelionwishes.shop

Lyons-Archer Kitchen and Interior Deslgn
s vour trusted source for professional, personalized, knowledgeable
kitchen and bathroom design, and for quality cabimetry.
Special offer: 5% off a kitchen cabinetry order,
exclusive to clients who mention this od when they first call.

LYONS-ARCHER

CITCHER AMD IMTERIOR DELIGH

Custom Framing
Mirrors

L]
Creative Matting
Meedleworls
L]
pictureperfectflemington.com
L
[2ale G, Edwards
S0H-7TH2-1587
18 Commerce 5.
Flemington, NJ 08822

Call ws at 215-860-5059,
or email: infoglyonsarcher.com,
We can’t wait to hear from yo,

www.lyonsarcher.com

rcrstuddio

A CUT ABOVE HAIR STUDIO

Tuesday 10-5
Wednesday & Thursday 10-8
Friday 9-5:30
Saturday -3
]

G1 Main Street
Flermington, N1 D822
-
acutabovehairstudic@gmail.com
.
Q0B-732-TR3S




Plant SERVICES INCLUDE:
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eallll nzeck & Disease Management
] 1 Shrub & Ormamental Fertilization
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CARIMG FOR QOUR WORLE MATURSLLY '.-_Ir!:_ anic Emerald Ash Barar |'|iE".'til:II'!5
[B08) 3350553 Spotted Lanternily Suppression
RESTALRANT-BAR Info@PlantHealthOrganics.com finti-Desiccant Treatment for Shubs
I N E—  — www. FlantHealthOrganics.com Shnub & Omamental Pruning
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Guro Bistro &

with a seasonally
changing menu,
located in Rocky Hill, NJ
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The Blawenburg Band greally appreciates
the generosity of the following people

i, il v
who helped makie today’s concert possible 2ot gz 1800
Maestro ($500+) How you can make a difference
The Boyd Family Your support, whether big or small, will have a profound impact on the
James Cochran Band’s capacity to enrich the cultural life of our community and beyond.
Patron ($250-5499) By donating to The Blawenburg Band, you are not just contributing to

Anl(l)n}imous an organization, you are investing in the preservation of a musical legacy

Michael Unger

that has endured for 135 years. With your generous contributions, we
Sponsor ($125-$249) can continue spreading the joy of music while creating lasting memories
for generations to come. Please join us in preserving the timeless beauty

Robert and Linda Garvey

fli ic.
Tony Pappalardo and Janine Chiara O Ve msie

Friend ($20-$124) Your support means the world to us.
Georgiann M. Cook
Peter Cridge Scan this Q R code E;- oy E
Andy and Wendy Dejneka _!-_" I
Robin and Bruce Levinson to donate now! .o
Larry Tatsch rk

Conasider a legacy Gift to the Blawenburg Band

The Blawenburg Band is a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and is listed as such on the IRS website. You can
search the IRS website for qualified charities at https://www.irs.gov/char-

ities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search and type in the Band’s
EIN: 22-3602598.

The Blawenburg Band is also registered as a charity with the NJ Ofhce of
the Attorney General, Charities Registration Section. Interested individuals
can make a gift to the Blawenburg Band by writing a new Will or adding to
an existing one.
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For more information:
blawenburgbandinfo@gmail.com
609-947-6810

https://blawenburgband.org
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For information about booking the band for an event:
contact us at booking@blawenburgband.org
For general inquiries about joining the Blawenburg Band:
contact Dr. Jerry Rife — Conductor at (609) 947-6810

or rife@rider.edu.

For additional information:

contact Anthony Pappalardo,

Blawenburg Band Board President

at (732) 735-9260

or tonypapp35@gmail.com.
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