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The Blawenburg Band

presenis our 135th finniversary Concert

Dr. Jerry E. Rife

celebrates 40 years as conductor

Sunday, May 18, 2025
3:00 p.m.
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The College of New Jersey - Kendall Hall
2000 Pennington Road, Ewing, New Jersey 08628

FREE ADMISSION * DONATIONS ACCEPTED » ADA COMPLIANT




Welcome to our 135th fAnniversary Concert
7ind Celebration of
Dr. Jerry E. Rife’s 40 Years on the Podium!

I NBURG

The Blawenburg Band is happy to be performing for you today at Kendall
Hall at The College of New Jersey. Thank you for your continued support
of the band.

The band is a non-profit volunteer organization. We rely on support from
our patrons and community members. Band volunteers however, keep the

band fiscally responsible and running daily, thanks to the following people:

Dr. Jerry E. Rife - Music Director and Conductor

Blawenburg Band Board Officers
President and Assistant Director — Anthony Pappalardo
Vice President and Booking Manager — David Gwin
Treasurer — Bruce Levinson
Librarian — Susan Danser
Secretary — John Anastasio
Publicity — Sarah Danser
Manager — Larry Tatsch
Webmaster — Linda Garvey
Grants & Fundraising Committee:

William Fernekes, Linda Garvey, David Klucsik, Susan Knox
Internal Control Assistant Treasurer - Jody Bardin
Special thanks for your help today!

Donation Table Volunteers:

Kristina Chadwick, Robert Garvey, Adam Levinson, Janine Pappalardo
Usher Volunteers:

Cheryl Bardin, Michael Garvey, Ryan Garvey, Matthew Klucsik, Michael Kluesik

~

John Anastasio — We appreciate your help and support
coordinating our concerts at The College of New Jersey.

~

Thanks to Sheila Fernekes who designed our printed concert program.

The Blawenburg Band:
Captlivating rludiences with the Best of Tive Music

Widely recognized as the oldest community band in New Jersey, the
Blawenburg Band has entertained audiences in Central New Jersey and
adjacent Bucks County, PA for 135 years. Founded in 1890

in the Somerset County hamlet of Blawenburg, in a building that still
stands today, the Band continues the community band tradition of
performing an ambitious repertoire including marches, show tunes,
movie themes, Dixieland, opera classics, and original compositions by
band members, among other genres.

The Band’s musicians are volunteers from all walks of life. They range in age
from their teens to their nineties and include students, teachers, research
scientists, computer specialists, homemakers, business people, doctors,
lawyers, active retirees and many more. Some members bring decades of
musical training and professional experience; others are dedicated--and
accomplished--amateurs.

Notwithstanding their varied backgrounds, band members are alike in
a most important way: they enjoy making music together, to the delight
of young and old.

The Blawenburg Band has become synonymous with holiday parades and
community celebrations, and frequently performs for area church socials
and retirement centers. Recent performances have included well-known
scores from celebrated films and TV series, Broadway themes, and soloists.
Last year, the Band hosted guest conductor, noted arranger and band master
Loras Schissel, senior musicologist at the Library of Congress and one of
the nation’s foremost experts on the music of John Philip Sousa, Aaron
Copland, Percy Grainger, Leonard Bernstein and others.



Members of the Blawenburg Band

Flute

Leslie Rife *
Susan Danser
Daniel Lester
Susan Knox

Jill Krikorian

Oboe
Michael Benthin*

Bassoon
Bruce Levinson +
Christine Peterson

Mark Schroeder

Clarinet

John J. Anastasio +
Tom Boyd

Emily Russoniello
Matthew Brown
Skip Livingston
Linda Tappin
Robert Mehlman
Laraine Schwartz *
Larry Tatsch +
Linda Garvey +
Rick Bergacs

Bass Clarinet
Eric Saurer

Alto Saxophone
Max Hill
Pat Potavin *

Musical Director and Conductor

Dr. Jerry E. Rife

Tenor Saxophone

Clara Boyd

Baritone Saxophone
Jonathan Holmquist

French Horn
Lisa Peterson *
John Tracey
Sharon Hallanan
Jenna Calderon
Kevin Perry
Herb Foster

Euphonium
Jack Price

Charles Howard
Carolyn Auerbach *
Tom DeFalco

Cornet/Trumpet
Michael Unger *

Marcy Morrison
James Annand
Marc Angelone
Anthony Pappalardo +
Robert Fluss
Brett Dejneka
Jim Gillberg
Ken Molinaro
John Sakizadeh
Robert V. Jaeger
Bill Watts

Trombone
David Gwin * +
Robert Schilling
Pete Reichlin
Sarah Danser +
David Klucsik
Jeft Bradley

Bill Fernekes
Tom Seeland
Matt Savlov

Tuba

Kate Foster *
Rob Chadwick
James Yeh

Paul Zagarella
Bob Ebert

Percussion

Janice Mehalick *
Jody Bardin

Ed Majorossy
Lukas Kulesa

Mary Mehalick
Ethan Ramos
Audrey Puzyr-Spies

* Section Leaders + Band Board Members/Officers

The Blawenburg Band
135th fAnniversary Concert
May 18, 2025, 3:00 p.m.
Dr. Jerry €. Rife, Musical Director, Conductor

National Anthem: Star Spangled Banner....................... John Stafford Smith / Loras J. Schissel
Operatic Selection: Light Cavalry Overture [1866]............. Franz von Suppé / Loras J. Schissel

Irish Song: Home Away From Home [2015].........ccccvvevnne. Phil Coulter / R. Hancock / D. Cole
Leslie Rife--Flute

British Suite Movement: Seventeen come Sunday [1923]..........cccovevnee. R. Vaughan Williams
World Premiere: Spread Your Wings [2024]..........ccccvvevvvereveeniiecreiennn, Samuel A. Livingston
Piano Prelude: Second Prelude from Three Preludes [1926].......George Gershwin / J. Krance
Castilian Dance: Fandango [1952].........cccoveevieereecreiiiersnan, Frank Perkins / Floyd E. Werle

Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save [1975].......cccccevveeviernne. arr. by Claude T. Smith

Spanish Popular Song: Granada [1932].........ccccccevevvveriierireninnas Agustin Lara / John Anastasio
Jack Price--Euphonium

Musical: Selections from Les Misérables [1980].............. Claude-Michel Schénberg / W. Barker
World Premiere March: Pride of the Lions [2024]..........c.cccceveenieiinnieriierans John Anastasio
Polka: Clear Track Polka [1869)]..........ccccoeeeriiereriererienenann, Eduard Strauss / Leonard B. Smith
Patriotic Compilation: Salute to the Armed FOIrces.............ccccuveeervvsrevennn, arr. by Robert Cray

National March: The Stars and Stripes Forever [1896] ..........c.cccoevvrverevennnn. John Philip Sousa

~~~ Program Subject to Change Without Notice ~~~

https://blawenburgband.org




7lbout the Conductor
Dr. Jerry €. Rife

A prominent educator, conductor and performer, Dr. Jerry Rife
celebrates his 40th anniversary this year as Conductor and Musical
Director of the Blawenburg Band. Under his guidance, the band has
grown from a local small-town band in 1985 to a 75-member, premier
musical organization that has performed hundreds of concerts under
his baton.

Dr. Rife’s leadership has developed the band’s prominence and quality
reputation with concert performances at Princeton University’s Rich-
ardson Auditorium, Longwood Gardens, The Sousa Centennial Cere-
mony and The White House. In addition, the band’s performances are
annual traditions at area holiday parades, church socials, community
venues and celebrations. In some cases, the band has performed at the
same occasions and venues for decades.

Dr. Rife is Professor Emeritus of Music at Rider University in Law-
renceville, New Jersey, where he taught music history courses and was
Director of Bands. He served as Chairman of Music in the Fine Arts
Department since 1984 and taught graduate-level musicology courses
at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, once it became Rider’s
School of Music. He is a recipient of the prestigious Lindback Award
for Excellence in Teaching.

He holds a Ph.D. in musicology from Michigan State University, a
Master of Music in clarinet performance and an undergraduate degree
in music education from Kansas State University. Prior to his appoint-
ment at Rider, Dr. Rife was an Assistant Professor of Musicology at
Michigan State University and taught doctoral- and master’s-level

musicology courses and in the undergraduate music history curriculum.

He studied with Fred Ormand, past president of the International
Clarinet Association, Elsa Ludwig-Verdehr of the Verdehr Trio, Clark
Brodie of the Chicago Symphony, George Silfies of the St. Louis
Symphony and Frank Sidorfsky at Kansas State University.

Dr. Rife has also been a contributing writer for the Saxophone Journal
since 1988 and has reviewed performances and recordings for Jazz
Player Magazine. He was the Associate Producer of the documentary

“If You Knew Sousa,” 2 90-minute film funded by WGBH public
television in Boston and aired as a flagship show of the PBS series
“The American Experience.”

Dr. Rife readily shares his decades of experience and expertise with
concert audiences, often with entertaining commentary and anecdotes
on marches, film music, other genres and composers. As much as
concert-goers enjoy his podium banter, longtime band members like-
wise commend his stage presence and engagement with the musicians
as well as the audience.

As one veteran band member observes, “I thoroughly enjoy playing for
our audiences, knowing that they are having as much fun as we are!”

~

Congratulations, Jerry
on 40 years with the Blawenburg Band!
The pleasure has been ours!
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The Flute and Bassoon sections congratulate Dr. Jerry Rife
on 40 years of conducting the Blawenburg Band

Here are a few
of our favorite
memories and stories...

“It has been such a pleasure joining the
band this year and working with Jerry.

He picks incredible pieces for the band

to play, keeps rehearsals fun, and despite
a long drive, I really look forward to
Mondays every week!" - Jill

"At this point I've been in the band for
more than half my life, and besides being
a place to make music, the band has
become a second family to me...Jerry has
made the band a warm and welcoming
place that has become an integral part

of my life.”- Susan D.

ELAWENBURG BAND

THE TRUMPET SECTION

“I think my favorite composer story has to

be about Steven Spielberg and John Williams.
After watching Schindler’s List, Williams told
Spielberg he needed a better composer.
Spielberg replied 'l know, but all the better

ones are dead"” - Daniel

"I loved performing at Longwood
Gardens in 2011 on the same
stage that John Philip Sousa
conducted on almost 100 years
before.”- Susan K.

"Playing in the Blawenburg flute
section has been a masterclass in
band history through stories...and
the joy of the Boy Scout Strawberry
Festivals year after year. This was
our first job with the band made
memorable by the generous serv-
ings of strawberries, ice cream and
cake. Thanks for this music.” - Leslie

CONGRATULATIONS JERRY!
Che ﬁnm ;‘-.’vmzttnn

THE HORN SECTION
IS HONORED
TO BE
UNDER YOUR BATON!
HAPPY

40TH
ANNIVERSARY

CONCERT!

We would like to
congratultate you,
Dr. Jerry Rife
on your 40 years
of making music with
the Blawenburg Band. Beat Wishes, Jerry

It has been our pleasure on 40 Years with the Band!

belng. undfzr “Congratulations to Jerry from the best
your direction! section in the band!”

N The Trombone Section
The

Clarinet & Saxophone
Sections




Expcricnce the Healing Power & Benefits of
TRADITIONAL CHINESE ACUPUNCTURE

* Ancrgy

* Arthritis

* Asthma

* Anxietg/ Stress

* Autoimmune diseases

*Bells F’a|sg
* Cystitis oTn

* Dcpressior\

* Endocrine disorders

* Facial l‘ciuvcnation

* F‘ibromga|gia

* Headaches/ Migraines

* HHPcrtcnsion

*Lyme disease

* Imccrtilitg

* Insomnia

* Irrtiable Bowel Sﬂnclromc
* OPiod addiction

* Pain management

* Smoking addiction

* Strengtl‘wcn immune system
* Stroke/ Motor imPairmcnt
* Wcight loss

* Womens Health/ OBGYN

Established in 2008, AcuPund:urc Holistic Center of NJ (AHCND) has been Proudlg
serving the Hunterdon county and neighboringcommunites for more than a decade.

Schedule an Appointment

908-788-8806
i

AcuPuncturc Holistic Center of NJ

300 OLD YORK ROAD, FLEMINGTON, NJ 08822 WWW.AHCNJ.COM

© FWING DINER

IS A STANDING OVATION

WWW.EWINGDINER.COM
ENJOY THE CONCERT!

WHERE EVERY MEAL

1099 PARKWAY AVENUE EWING, NJ
WE WISH YOU WERE HERE BUT YOUR SOUL NEEDS TO BE FED TOO.
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STATE-OF-THE-ART 15K-SQUARE-FOOT STORE
FOR WINE, SPIRITS, BEER & MORE!

-

NEW STORE / NEW ENTRANCE:
1 Washington Crossing Pennington Rd.

(609) 737-0358
hopewellbuyrite.com
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Dumpster Rentals
Throughout the Garden State

908-754-0776

R NEW STANDARD OF SERVICE

SCHOOL BAND U SSO RENT ONLINE
& OR
ORCHESTRAL CALL US TODAY

MUSIC

Supporting the
future of music %H
since 1960.

RENTALS@RUSSOMUSIC.COM or 609.888.3074 RUSSOMUSICRENTALS.COM

619 LAKE AVENUE 1004 SPRING GARDEN ST 1989 ARENA DRIVE
ASBURY PARK, NJ 07712 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19123 HAMILTON, NJ 08610

732.455.8397 215.232.1234 609.888.0620

Tom Seeland

[N GH NI AUDIO SERVICES

609-558-3103
TSeelandSound@comcast.net

Cordas Music Moving Sale
Instruments, Accessories, Music

Warehouse open by appointment
4 Jane Street, Ewing, NJ 08638

Lou@609-977-7523; 609-882-0083




N Mlnsurance
Group

AUTO. PROPERTY. BUSINESS.

EST. 1913

NO JINGLES
® MASCOTS

JUST GREAT INSURANCE

HAVE CONFIDENCE IN YOUR COVERAGE WITH NJM.

NJM Insurance Group

is proud to support the

Blawenburg Band’s

135t Anniversary Concert

AUTO | HOME | RENTERS | BUSINESS njm.com | 1-800-232-6600

Amwell Valley

Restaurant
Good Food Amweil Vaiioy TR
and 7._ &y

Friendly Service

Allbaking
done on premises
Daily Specials 400 RTE 31 NORTH - RINGOES, NJ
Take-out 609-466-2030

HUNTERDON MUSIC

SINCE 1969

New & Used Band and Orchestra Instruments
Rentals - Sales - Repairs

Guitars - Drum Sets - Amplifiers

Keyboards - Sheet Music
Accessories - Factory Service Center

908:782:0620
\ www.hunterdon-music.com

11 State Route 12
Flemington, NJ 08822
(at the circle)
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featurlng the work of over 160 art|sts & makers

Show us this Anniversary Concert Program ad and 20% of your

purchase will be donated to The Blawenburg Band.
Offer valid through June 22, 2025

@ (O) ¥ @dandelionwisheshopewell

45 w broad st hopewell nj 609.460.9963 www.dandelionwishes.shop

Happy anniversary from all of us at
Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home.
Here’s to 135 more years of joyful music!

Charles Holcombe Fisher
Manager, NdJ Lic. #2631

Ryan Christopher Winfield
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #4888

Mark Patrick Whittaker
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #4549

Jeffrey Robert Bogart
Funeral Director, NJ Lic. #5324

m Holcombe-Fisher

FUNERAL HOME
147 Main Street, Flemington, NJ 08822

One family serving the community since 1894...

Custom Framing
Mirrors

°
Creative Matting
Needleworks
°
pictureperfectflemington.com
°
Dale G. Edwards
908-782-1587
18 Commerce St.
Flemington, NJ 08822

ACA 5‘7LM&,0—

A CUT ABOVE HAIR STUDIO

Tuesday 10-5
Wednesday & Thursday 10-8
Friday 9-5:30
Saturday 9-3
[

61 Main Street
Flemington, NJ 08822
[
acutabovehairstudio@gmail.com
[
908-782-7855




Plant SERVICES INCLUDE:
Plant Health Care including:
H ea Ith Insect & Disease Management

1 Shrub & Ornamental Fertilization
O rg il S_g 100% Organic or Organic Based Lawn Care

Tick & Deer Control
SARINGEOROUIVIORLD NATURALLY Organic Emerald Ash Borer Injections
(908) 335-0553 Spotted Lanternfly Suppression
Info@PlantHealthOrganics.com Anti-Desiccant Treatment for Shrubs
www.PlantHealthOrganics.com Shrub & Ornamental Pruning

ONESZ

YOUR LOCAL

HAmerican/

- Bt S ey ‘ 7% i g ;ﬂj

C D|IDYO|U KNOW... | PROGRAM

", PlantHealth Organics is the only 100% Organic -

& 'f‘;; land care company, doing EXACTLY whatwe do .. C():Jﬂ

~ /4% inCentral NJ and we are HERE FOR YOU and all = 10% OFF
your Organic property needs. %m Your Program of $700 or More
Join the Organic movementand come grow &4 New Customers Only '

wiith the Plant Health Organics family! Can't Combine with other offers &%
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ouro Bistro

with a seasonally
changing menu,
located in Rocky Hill, NJ

7.

% MCCAFFREY'S
Proud Spenser of the
Blawenburg Rand

Keep the performance going at McCaffrey’s! We have an
ensemble of fresh fruit and vegetables, gourmet cheeses &
bakery items; a jazzy floral, coffee & prepared foods
department; vocal, knowledgeable & friendly associates; and
buyers who band together to bring you the highest quality,
freshest, hard-to-find & local ingredients in every department!
We might not have live music, but we do get rave reviews from
our audience too! Now, that’s a performance to beat the band!

o %" g ¢ /— v v _* : s

\
\
]
|
n
n
\
n
n
)
i
\
i
\
\
\
\

|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\
\
|
\
\
\
|
|
\
)

Y

N
N
® &t

E—
e e ——— \
3§
al
Eppt———————————— ]
i
al

///[ /][] ] /7

153 Washington St
Rocky Hill, NJ 08553

&) c09-921-0153

©® www.one53nj.com

@one_53
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New Jersey Estate Grown Wine
610 Windsor Perrineville Road, Hightstown, NJ 08520

Antique & Design Center

Country & Formal Furniture + China ¢ Sterling
Pottery Textiles « Fine Jewelry « Glass
Old & New Furniture « Lighting

Art Jewelry & Primitives

ol in a Landmark Building

Certificates
Now 4 Bridal Regist
Available : y ,ry

SHEILA FERNEKES
DESIGN STUDIO

Art Jewelry
You'll Love
to Wear

www.sheilafernekesdesign.com
sheila@sheilafernekesdesign.com
908.391.5568

Lyons-Archer Kitchen and Interior Design
is your trusted source for professional, personalized, knowledgeable
kitchen and bathroom design, and for quality cabinetry.

Special offer: 5% off a kitchen cabinetry order,
exclusive to clients who mention this ad when they first call.

. Call us at 215-860-5059,
or email: info@lyonsarcher.com.
We can’t wait to hear from you.

LYONS-ARCHER

KITCHEN AND INTERIOR DESIGN www.lyonsarcher.com

Performing finnually at Parades, Commumty &vents, Church Socials,
Tocal Tetirement Centers and finniversary/Holiday Concerts.

For information about booking the band for an event:
contact us at booking@blawenburgband.org

~

For general inquiries about joining the Blawenburg Band:
contact Dr. Jerry Rife — Conductor at (609) 947-6810
or rife@rider.edu.

~

For additional information:
contact Anthony Pappalardo, Blawenburg Band Board President
at (732) 735-9260
or tonypapp35@gmail.com.



Office: 973-425-3870
Cell: 973-722-9616

- Steven Colli, CFP®, CRC®
~ Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Senior Vice President, Financial Advisor

Email: steven.colli@morganstanley.com

Morristown, NJ 07960

Get started by scheduling a one-on-one
complimentary consultation with me.
Scan the QR code to find a time that
works for you.

Contact Information:
Phone: 973-425-3870
Email: steven.colli@morganstanley.com

Website: https://advisor.morganstanley.com/steven.colli

340 Mt. Kemble Avenue, Ground Floor,

Scan Here



The Blawenburg Band greally appreciates the generosity of the
Jollowing pecple who helped make today’s concert possible

Maestro ($500 +)

Tom Boyd Patricia and Kenneth Potavin
Patron ($250-$499)
Anonymous Joseph C. Kern
Lisa Bell Robin and Bruce Levinson
Dotty and Charlie Byers Kathy and Jack Price
Carol and Phil Carlson Leslie and Jerry Rife
In Memory of Kathleen Fluss Perelson Weiner LLP
Linda, Bob, Ryan, Michael & Kevin
Garvey
Sponsor ($125-$249)

Patricia and Harold Barile
Nancy Ervin
Andrew Hart

Jonathan Holmquist

Tony Pappalardo and Janine Chiara
Rosemary and Ulrich Schumacher
Dorothy and Raymond Spyrko
In Memory of Helen M. Sullivan

Eric Ivanov Judy and Torry Watkins
Beth Ann Kafasis
Friend ($20-$124)
Sheila and Robert Beyer Eileen and William Kianka
Sharon Lee Boone Edith and Roger Labaw
Debra and James Burd Robert J. Lauricella
Joyce and Carmen Cirullo Ellen and Henry Murphy
Harrington E. Crissey, Jr. Phyllis Marganoff

Boel Denne-Hinnov
Lynn and Thomas Ebeling
Sheila and William Fernekes

Susan Jarvis Hagstrom
and Joseph Hagstrom

Alice and Frank Haines
Mary Ellen and Richard Ivarone
Nancy L. Kays
Constance Kelly

Lynn and Robert Nemec
Obeua S. Persons
Lillian and Francis Repko
Marie E. Sayler
Magdalena and Joseph Sokolowski
Cynthia and Carlos Sosa
Thomas and Frank Spain
Edward S. Sproles, Jr.

How you can make a difference
Your support, whether big or small, will have a profound impact on the
Band’s capacity to enrich the cultural life of our community and beyond.

By donating to The Blawenburg Band, you are not just contributing to
an organization, you are investing in the preservation of a musical legacy
that has endured for 135 years. With your generous contributions, we
can continue spreading the joy of music while creating lasting memories
for generations to come. Please join us in preserving the timeless beauty
of live music.

Your support means the world to us.
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Scan this QR code
to donate now!
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https://blawenburgband.org




Conasider a legacy Gift to the Blawenburg Band

The Blawenburg Band is a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and is listed as such on the IRS website. You can
search the IRS website for qualified charities at https://www.irs.gov/char-
ities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search and type in the Band’s
EIN: 22-3602598.

The Blawenburg Band is also registered as a charity with the NJ Office of
the Attorney General, Charities Registration Section. Interested individuals
can make a gift to the Blawenburg Band by writing a new Will or adding to
an existing one.

Here is recommended language for including a gift to the Blawenburg Band
in a Will.

“I give, devise and bequeath to the Blawenburg Band, a non-profit orga-
nization located at PO Box 183, Hopewell NJ 08525, EIN 22-3602598,

% of the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and
personal property of whatever kind and wheresoever situated.”

or

I give, devise and bequeath to the Blawenburg Band, a non-profit organiza-
tion located at PO Box 183, Hopewell NJ 08525, EIN 22-3602598 the sum
of $ . (Or describe the specific stock or security you intend
to leave to the Blawenburg Band).

If you have questions regarding a bequest to the Blawenburg Band, contact
Band treasurer Bruce Levinson at brucelevinson11@aol.com.

You can also designate the Blawenburg Band as a beneficiary of your:
--Checking or savings account --Retirement account (401k or IRA) --Life
insurance policy --Donor-advised fund. To do so, request a change of ben-
eficiary form from your bank, retirement account manager, life insurance
company or Donor-advised fund.

For more information:
blawenburgbandinfo@gmail.com

609-947-6810

Join us at the Hopewell, N J Train Station
Jor our free summer concert series

Monday, June 30

Monday, July 14

~

Monday, July 28

Monday, August 4: RAIN DATE

Ul concerts begin at 7:00 p.m.
Bring a lawn chair and enjoy!

https://blawenburgband.org
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135th finniversary Concert
7ind Celebration of
Dr. Jerry €. Rife’s 40 Years on the Podium!

This program is made possible, in part, by the Mercer County
Cultural and Heritage Commission through funding from the
Mercer County Board of Commissioners, and the New Jersey State

Council on the Arts, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts.




