Non Profit
US Postage
PAID
Permit #1151

Evansville, IN

Once a Marine, Always a Marine

(=
Sy 3
\—g 0
_——
co <
QS0
E D)oo ™
_:mlnl\
oq’@l\
S
T 0noZ
oo~

)
w O~ 2
809%
s o0
O.E c
58 S
2= i
(14

www.mclrivercities1090.com

Return Service

Requested

«Box>»

«AddressBlock»

Semyper i

Volume 19
River Cities Detachment 1090 Issue 8
Marine Corps League—Evansville, Indiana

August 2022

Commandant’s Corner

By Bob Reutter

Wednesday evening, July 27th
was our monthly meeting of the
River Cities Detachment. Two
events called to mind what we
are all about.

The first was a ‘thank you’ card
we received from the young
widow of a Marine we were
honored to pay our respects to
in June. 45 year old Marine
Doug Pearson was killed in a
motorcycle accident. We were
asked to come to his
‘celebration of life’ to honor
Doug. After saying a few
words to the 200 or so mourn-
ers, we paid our individual re-
spects to Doug and went out to
prepare for a rifle salute. This
is what Kelly Pearson said in
her note: “To the League—
The service you gave my hus-
band, Douglas, was the most
honorable moment his children
could have possibly witnessed.
I'll never be able to repay you
for giving us that. | salute you
and all you do for our veterans.
You are making such a differ-
ence. Love and respect...
Semper Fi.” It was signed by

Kelly Pearson, Josh, Molli, Shi-
loh & Carter. The service was
on a Sunday afternoon and on-
ly 7 of us were able to attend.
Those of us who were there
were proud to be able to offer
some measure of comfort to a
Marine Family. Kelly’s note
shows what it meant.

The second event happened at
(Continued on page 28)
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At

Browning Funeral Home

we believe that

EVERY LIFE

1s worth celebrating.

=
- it
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That’s why we commit to walking with
you through the advance planning
process, step by step. So that you can
create a personalized and meaningful
service that truly reflects who you are -
your beliefs, your values, your personality.

Contact us at e 2

(812) 425-2896

today to get started!

BROWNING

FUNERE AL HOME
Diamond Avenue
Every life has a Story to be told...

738 E. Diamond Avenue, Evansville, IN 47711
www.browningfuneral.com 1172024
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This is a long-term care insurance solicitation. A licensed
insurance agent/producer may contact you.

D | T, ' CONTACT ME TO LEARN HOW
vo yOlA PIM\ 1o S‘my " LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

yow kome i{- diaqy\osed MAY BENEFIT YOU.

=L} . “pp N Ch i t h B d
with a erious illness? er- Insors

Unit Field Trainer - Insurance Agent
. direct: 812-213-4748

Or g0 toa nuriing home cell: 812-549-7323
christopher.boyd@bankerslife.com

or assisted living facility?

On average, home health aides cost an average of $49,000 per
year, while a nursing home stay could cost up to $86,000 per year.*

Maintain control of where and how you receive care with the
help of long-term care insurance from Bankers Life.

Underwritten by Bankers Life
and Casualty Company
183216

>
BANKERSLIFE’

Bankers Life and Casualty Company
3231 N Green River Road 310
Evansville, IN 47715

Genworth 2017 Cost of Care Survey. National Figures. https://www.genworth.com/about
-us/industry-expertise/cost-of-care.html. June 2017

Policy Forms:GR-N620, GR-N630, GR-N640, GR-N650, GR-N670, GR-N680 by Bank-
ers Life and Casualty Company, Chicago, IL

These products, benefits, and riders are subject to state availability.

LIMITED-BENEFIT POLICIES. These policies have limitations and exclusions. For
costs and complete details of coverage, contact the agent/producer.

Bankers Life is the marketing brand of Bankers Life and Casualty Company, Medicare
Supplement insurance policies sold by Colonial Penn Life Insurance Company and se-
lect policies sold in New Your by Bankers Conseco Life Insurance Company (BCLIC.)

BCLIC is authorized to sell insurance in New York.

Underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company. Administrative Office: Chicago,IL
Copyright 2019 Bankers Life (12/19) 192407 183216.
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Beautify your home and support the
River Cities Detachment 1090

Patriotic Sun Catcher $10.00

Red, white and blue

Stained glass with lead frame

show your true colors

Dress Blue Sun Catcher $15.00

White cover, Dress Blue blouse and
trousers with red blood stripes

Stained glass with lead frame

Great gift for a Marine’s Man Cave
or office.

| would like to order:

Patriotic @$10.00 $
__ DressBlue @$15.00 $
Shipping $2.00 each $
Total enclosed: $

Clip this coupon and mail with your check and mailing addressg
to: River Cities Detachment 1090, P.O. Box 6581, Evansville, :

IN 47719-0581. To save postage, Sun Catchers can be picked up by
contacting Paymaster John Bryant at (775) 287-1876.
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Chaplain’s Comments

by Chris Boyd

The Golden Rule, a little humor and a tribute to a fearless Marine.

Over the past two years, our
Past Commandant Jim John-
son challenged all League
members to reach out to Ma-
rines in our communities with
the end goal of growing the
League. As | have spoken to
dozens of Marines in the area,
| have been astonished at the
number of Marines who at-
tended League activities and
did not return for one common
reason: people felt previous
League members acted in a
way that was unprofessional
and unwelcoming. In the past,
most issues arose at the VFW
while others occurred else-
where. | am glad to report, |
have not witnessed any unto-
ward behavior at any of the
many League functions | have
attended over the past few
years with my big family (yes
all 22 of them-children and
grandchildren). However, |
have heard many stories of
behavior, years past, which
would be deemed both embar-
rassing and unbecoming of a

Marine.

If you are reading this newslet-
ter and feel you have been of-
fended by a previous or current
League member, please con-
tact one of the League leader-
ship team members mentioned
on page 24 so we can deal
with the issue and move for-
ward as a united brother/
sisterhood. Our nation is divid-
ed at its worst point in my life-
time. As Marines, we must
band together and not allow
civil and political discord to di-
vide us. We anticipate meeting
many recently discharged Ma-
rines over the next few years
and must quell any hard feel-
ings amongst the League
brother/sisterhood which is
currently stifling our _growth
potential. Many of us grew up
hearing our grandparents and
parents say, ‘“let bygones be
bygones”, we must heed this
advice and keep moving for-
ward as a League family! How
preposterous would it be for an
(continued on page 95)
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Marine

Spotlhght On:

He played a lot of
tough guys in the
movies. But be-
fore that he was
a Marine Scout/
Sniper. Went on
21 invasions. He
didn’t PLAAY a
Badass...he was
the real thing.

Lamont Waltman Marvin, Jr. was born on February 19, 1924.
His father was an ad exec and his mother was a fashion writer.
He was named in honor of his first cousin, four times removed,
Robert E. Lee. As a youngster Marvin studied violin. In his teen
years he spent weekends and spare time hinting deer, puma,
wild turkey and quail in the wilds of the then-uncharted Ever-
glades. He attended several schools as he was frequently ex-
pelled for bad behavior. He left school at 18 to enlist in the Ma-
rines on August 12, 1942. He served in the 4th MarDiv as a
sniper in the Pacific Theater during WWII. While serving as a
member of “I” company 3rd Bn, 24th Marines,
he was wounded during the battle of Saipan,
during which most of his company were casu-
alties. He was hit by machine gun fire which
severed his sciatic nerve, then again in the
foot by a sniper. After over a year of medical
treatment in naval hospitals, Marvin was given
a medical discharge as a PFC. He was previ-
ously a corporal but had been demoted for be-|
ing a troublemaker. (continued on page 15)
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made an excellent suggestion.
We will have the food booth
on site and between turning
the meat, we can finish up the
repairs in order to be ready for
the next time we find a place
to set up for a fund raiser.

August is also the month for
the MCL National Convention.
The convention will be held in
Daytona Beach Florida from
August 15-20. We have en-
tered our newsletter in the an-
nual competition and the win-
ners will be announced at the
convention.

Several of us are planning to
attend the 2023 National Con-
vention in Oklahoma City OK.
2023 will be the 100th anni-
versary of the Marine Corps
League., This will also be the
year that Mike Mitchell moves
up to Pedigreed Devil Dog.
We don’t want to miss this!

The Department of Indiana
Fall Conference will be held
on October 1st and 2nd in
Plainfield. =~ Several Detach-
ment members are planning
to attend. If you are interest-
ed in car-pooling with us,
please contact me. Paymaster
Bryant needs your information
as he is the one who submits
registration for the Detach-
ment.

Semper Fi!

A Marine General was being
interviewed on National Public
Radio. The female interviewer
asked “General, several dozen
boys will be visiting your base
for a ‘summer camp. What do
you plan to teach them?”

General: “We are going to
teach them climbing, canoeing,
archery and shooting.”

Interviewer: “Shooting! Isn’t
that a bit irresponsible?”

General: “No, they will be su-
pervised on the ranges.”

Interviewer: “This is a danger-
ous activity to be teaching chil-
dren.

General: “ | don’t see how. We
will be teaching them proper
rifle discipling before they ever
touch arifle.

Interviewer: “You are equipping
them to be violent killers.”

General: “Well ma’am, you are
equipped to be a prostitute.
Are you one?”

The radio went silent and the
interview ended.

Ooh-Rah!
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Commandant (from page 1)

our meeting at the Golden Cor-
ral. We had finished our meals
and were about 20 minutes in-
to our meeting when the door
was opened and a young man
with a backpack poked his
head in and said “| just wanted
to say thank you for your ser-
vice. | am a Marine also.” Im-
mediately several members of
our group offered to provide
him with an application. | was
already standing so | got to him
first. As we so often see, he
had never heard about the Ma-
rine Corps League, a situation
that we quickly cured. He was
given an application, copies of
two past issues of our newslet-
ter and several member’'s
cards with heart-felt wishes for
him to join us. We got his
email address, mailing address
and contact information so we
will keep him in our thoughts
and perhaps convince him to
join.  The outstanding thing
about this incident is that every
member of our detachment,
spanning 5 decades of living,
reached out with encourage-
ment to our young Marine
brother. If nothing else, he felt
welcome to join our group.
“Once a Marine...” well, |
guess | don’t need to tell you.

These two incidents, while
miles apart in content, show

that the idea of being Marine
family is more than just a slo-
gan.

It looks like the American Le-
gion Post 8 has hired a new
cook so our August meeting
will be back at Funkhouser.
We have been very happy at
Golden Corral but since they
close at 2000 and our meetings
start at 1900 we feel we are
better at the Legion. Also,
while Rick Riddle (owner of the
Golden Corral) is very support-
ive of any thing veteran, we
feel we need to support the Le-
gion. If circumstances change,
we have the Corral as a ‘fall-
back’ position. Come early on
August 24th, have dinner with
your spouse and then attend
our meeting beginning at the
regular time of 1900.

August is also the month to get
out and sell ribs and butts to
help support your Detachment.
We have an excellent product
and we earn $10 for each rib or
butt we sell. They will be ready
on Saturday for Labor Day pic-
nics so tell your family and
friends. We had to raise the
price $5 due to the cost of
meat but it is still a good value
for the quality of product we
provide. We will be cooking on
Saturday morning and we al-
ways have a good time with
that as well. Senior Vice West
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Chaplain (from page 3)
Honorably Discharged Marine
to walk into the VFW two
weeks after leaving Camp
Lejeune and someone tells him
not to join the Marine Corps
League in Evansville because
their feelings were hurt seven
years ago.

While | was assigned to Camp
Pendleton, | had the honor of
meeting some famous Marines:
LtCol Oliver North, GySgt R.
Lee Ermey, etc.

Imagine the following conver-
sation:

League Member Fred Flint-
stone: “GySgt Ermey, | attend-
ed a League meeting seven
years ago and one of the offic-
ers named Barney Rubble said
something | didn't like.

GySgt Ermey: “Listen here cup-
cake, grow a pair, be a Marine
for Christ’'s sake, get you're a**
back to that League meeting
and shut the F*** up”

League Member Fred Flint-
stone: “but GySgt, Barney hurt
my feelings and | don’t want to
go back to the League meet-
ings anymore”.

GySgt Ermey (using 2022 ver-
nacular) “Stop being a Karen,
get over your pathetic pity par-
ty, be the Marine you are sup-
posed to be and get back to the
League functions. Is that clear
little cupcake or do | need to

give you a safe space to cry
in?”

As you laugh at the above im-
aginary exchange, you know
this is exactly the way it would
go with GySgt Ermey, either
the old school way or the 2022
way. Regardless, it's time to
laugh a little, heal from the is-
sues of the past and rejoin
your League Family. We want
to see you and your family be-
come active League members
again.

All religions mention the ethos
of treating others the way one-
self prefers to be treated. Let
us exercise this Golden Rule
and let go of any past offenses
distracting from our League fel-
lowship at this most pivotal
time in our nation’s history.
Commandant  Reutter ad-
dressed this issue in the April
Newsletter asking everyone to
come together as a League
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family. Let's move past these
past events/hurt feelings and
do so today! The future of the
League depends on it. Our cur-
rent leadership team maintains
a strong Espirit de Corps and |
hope ALL MEMBERS who are
physically able will feel wel-
come and attend our August
League Meeting back at the
American Legion.

Remember: E Pluribus Unum-
out of many, one (the motto of
the US). We are planning a va-
riety of League events in 2022
and 2023. Many events are
family-focused with the desire
to see all Marines and their
families participating in more
than one event. Please help our
League reach its maximum po-
tential by getting past any past
hurtful issues and banding to-
gether.

TEAM:

Together  Each
Achieves More.

Semper Fi!

As we move from
July into August,
we are reminded
of the heroic ac-

G
U
A
D
A
5
C
A
N
A

tions 80 years ago this month
of Sailors and Marines who
launched one of the most im-
portant amphibious assaults of
WWII and beyond, in our Corps
history: August 7-9, 1942, Gua-
dalcanal.

General Vandegrift, who com-
manded the 1st Marine Division
during the engagement. “We
struck at Guadalcanal to halt
the advance of the Japanese.
We did not know how strong he
was, nor did we know his plans.
We knew only that he was mov-
ing down the island chain and
that he had to be stopped. We
were as well trained and as well
armed as time and our peace-
time experience allowed us to
be. We needed combat to tell
us how effective our training,
our doctrines, and our weapons
had been. We tested them
against the enemy, and we
found that they worked. From
the movement in 1942, the tide
turned, and the Japanese never
again advanced.”

During two of the fiercest and
most famous Marine Corps of-
fensives, GySgt John "Manila
John” Basilone overcame over-

Page 27 River Cities News

PLEASE PAY WHEN ORDERING

River Cities Detachment
Bar-b-que Fundraiser

$30 each for 4 to 4 1/2 Ib. slab

$30 each for 7—38 Ib. butt
Orders taken until
Monday, August 29, 2022
Orders may be picked up
between 3 P.M. and 5 P.M. on
Saturday, September 2, 2021 at
J. D. Byrider
2116 N. First Avenue

Evansville, IN

ALL ORDERS AND MONEY
MUST BE TURNED IN BY
Tuesday, August 30, 2022

BETWEEN
6:30 AM. AND 8:30 A.M.

Libby’s and Mom’s Restaurant
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Bar-b-que Rib & BUTT
Fundraiser

RIVER CITIES DETACHMENT 1090
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

TAKING ORDERS
Until Monday, August 29, 2022
ORDERS WILL BE AVAILABLE
Saturday, September 2, 2022
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whelming
odds twice to
_ destroy ene-
B\ my  strong-
holds and
save the lives
of his Ma-
rines. In 1942,
on Guadalca-
nal he displayed extreme fear-
lessness resulting in The
Medal of Honor in recognition
of his outstanding heroism
where he was serving with the
1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st
Marine Division, he used a
machine gun and a pistol to
kill 38 of the enemy from his
emplacement. At Iwo Jima,
GySgt Basilone again distin-
guished himself, single-
handedly destroying a Japa-
nese blockhouse while brav-
ing smashing bombardment of
enemy heavy caliber fire. He
was killed in action on D-Day,
19 February 1945. He was
posthumously awarded the
Navy Cross. While at lwo Ji-
ma he was attached to the 1st
Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th
Marine Division.

As you expect, Gunnery Ser-

geant John Basilone was the only
enlisted Marine to receive both
the Medal of Honor and the Navy
Cross. Following World War I,
GySgt Basilone's remains were
reinterred in the Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery, and in July 1949,
the USS Basilone, a destroyer,
was commissioned in his honor
at the Boston Naval Shipyard.

Medal of Honor Citation:

For extraordinary heroism and
conspicuous gallantry in action
against enemy Japanese forces,
above and beyond the call of du-
ty, while serving with the 1st Bat-
talion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine
Division in the Lunga area, Gua-
dalcanal, Solomon Islands, on 24
and 25 October 1942. While the
enemy was hammering at the
Marines' defensive positions, Sgt.
Basilone, in charge of two sec-
tions of heavy machine guns,
fought valiantly to check the sav-
age and determined assault. In a
fierce frontal attack with the Jap-
anese blasting his guns with gre-
nades and mortar fire, one of Sgt.
Basilone's sections, with its gun-
crews, was put out of action,
leaving only two men able to car-
ry on. Moving an extra gun into
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WOOf WOOf, DeViI Dogs Pound Keeper PDD Bob Reutter

Well, the July Growl was either
a raging success or a total fail-
ure, depending on your point of
view. We had planned to have
a good meal, practice our rifle
firing and then have the Growl.
My dear wife made two differ-
ent types of cole slaw (since
some like creamy and some
sweet/sour.) She also made
baked beans, tea and heated a
slab of BBQ ribs, planning for
the normal 10-12 Devil Dogs.
The 6 of us who bothered to
show up had a great meal.
Needless to say, we didn’t
practice the rifles. We didn't
hold nominations for ‘22-23
officers. As a matter of fact,
we didn’t hold the growl. We
did, however have a ‘Fun and
Honor’ evening. Joining me
were DD Mike Mitchell, Pup
Roy McWilliams, PDD Melissa
West, PDD John Bryant and
Pup Chris Boyd. We took the
opportunity to present Pup
McWilliams with his advance-
ment to Devil Dog.

We solved the problems of the

world, we discussed our De-
tachment and our Pound and
the things that we might do to
help both.

Our August Growl will be back
at my house. | am not asking
my wife to prepare a meal
again so | will ask each attend-
ing Dog to bring a 'sack dinner’
and we will go from there. We
really need to practice our rifle
detail so it would be good for
all hands to be on deck. Also
we will need to do nominations
and elections for officers at this
Growl. Mark your calendar for
Wednesday, August 10. at
1830. Woof, woof Dogs.
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We have space available in our ad pages.

Advertisements are available at the following rates.

Business Card Size....$15.00 for 6 months

1/4 page .....ccocveeeeeeeenn. $25.00 for 6 months
1/2page ..c.coevvevennenen. $50.00 for 6 months
Fullpage ................. $100.00 for 6 months

The editor has the right to reject an ad that is not appropriate
such as loan companies, adult entertainment, etc.

Booster Member Expires A big thank you to all
those that donate to the
Dannie & Debbie Russell......... July-2022 Newsletter Booster
Jim and Christie Johnson........ Aug 2022 | |Club. We still need
Booster Members! A
Roy & Carolyn McWilliams...... Aug-2022 donation of $5.00 or
Dorothy Odom.........cccccuunnnnnnne Sep-2022 more per individual is
Chris Bovd 0ct-2022 all it takes to become a
ris Boyd.........couiiiiiniiniinnnne ct- member. As a Booster
Judy & John S. Bryant ............ Nov-2022 Member you get your
Joe & Kathy Filipczak.............. Dec2022 | [name listed in the
Newsletter for 1 year.
David Jones ........................... Jan'2023 ThiS Iets everyone
Casey Canfield....................... Feb-2023 know that you help sup-
Gary Burk......cocoviiiiiiiiiiinen May-2023 port the River Cities
Gary & Cynthia Cullison ......... Aug-2023 News. The Booster
Ned E & Rose Wellmeier......... July-2023 Club and Advertise-
Bob & Linda Reutter............... Aug-2023 ments help to defray
Thomas N. Kremer ................. Aug-2023 the cost of printing and
postage.

NEWSLETTER BOOSTER MEMBER
NAME:
DONATION: $
Please Mail to:
River Cities Detachment

P.O. Box 6581
Evansville, IN 47719-0581
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In Recognition of Seven
Family Members who

David L. Jones

Djones@joneswallace.com 20 N.W. Third St.

Suite 400 have or are now serving
P.0. Box 1065 in the United States
Telephone (812) 402-1600 Evansville, IN Marine Corps
Facsimile (812) 402-7977 47706-1065 :

Compliments of

JONES-WALLACE

ELEVATING LAW

Carolyn and Roy
McWilliams

Semper Fi, Marines
01/2023

04/2023
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Battle of Cape Gloucester

by Gary Burk

River Cities Detachment 1090 Officers

Office Name Email Address Telephone

Commandant Bob Reutter rapidl@evansville.net 270-314-9484
Sr. Vice Melissa West melissa_gill21@yahoo.com  812-589-8992
Jr. Vice Gary Burk gaburk05@gmail.com 812-499-3045
Jr. Past Comdt. James Johnson  devildogjd2@aol.com 812-431-2451
Adjutant Tim Jones tsjones@wowway.com 812-454-8717
Paymaster John Bryant akajb1@gmail.com 775-287-1876
Judge Advocate T.C. Shanhe Jr. tcshane2@gmail.com 812-568-0912
Chaplain Chris Boyd cboyd67@gmail.com 812-549-7323
Sgt. at Arms Tom Kremer conhiekremer@hotmail.com 812-479-3388
Newsletter Editor Bob Reutter rapidl@evansville.net 270-314-9484
Web Sgt. Tim Jones tsjones@wowway.com 812-454-8717

Should you need to contact any of the officers listed above
understand that these are personal telephone numbers and if
your number is not known to them, you may need to leave a
voice mail in order to get a response.

(*editor’s note: This is the third install-
ment of a multiple part story. The
story will be continued in the Septem-
ber issue.)

Embarkation:

The Allied plan called for a two-
pronged landing at several
beaches to the east and west
of the peninsula, followed by
an advance north towards the
airfields at Cape Gloucester.
Final rehearsals were carried
out on 21 December after
which the troops embarked on
their vessels early on Christ-
mas Day at Oro Bay and Cape
Cretin, near Finschhafen. The
convoy, designated Task Force
76 under Rear Admiral Daniel
E. Barbey, consisted of
nine APDs, 19 Landing Craft
Infantry (LCls), 33 Landing
Ship Tank (LSTs), 14 Landing
Craft Mechanized (LCMs) and
12 Landing Craft Tank (LCTs),
escorted by 12 destroyers as
well as the task
force flagship Conyngham,
three minesweepers and  two
rocket-carrying DUKWSs that
were carried aboard the LCMs.
These two amphibians would
support the western landings,
while two LCls had been simi-
larly modified to support the

eastern landing.

The troops were carried aboard
the APDs, while the LSTs car-
ried the heavy vehicles includ-

ing bulldozers, tanks and
trucks. In order to supply the
force, a total of 20 days of sup-
ply of rations was detailed for
assault troops, while the follow-
on troops were to land with 30
days of supply. Both groups
were to carry three units of am-
munition resupply, while five
days were needed for anti-
aircraft weapons. Neverthe-
less, space was at a premium
and in some instances, this
could not be met. In order to
speed up the unloading pro-
cess and reduce congestion on
the eastern beaches, a mobile

CAPE GLOUCESTER LANDINGS

2629 Secanber 1943

(continued on page 11)
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If you have not already responded (or if you don’t receive my
emails) please send me your birthday so | can add you to this
column. Email me at rapid1@evansville.net.

Happy Birthday to:
Kelly williams............ 8/8
Benny Benjamin ...... 8/16
Gary Burk ............... 8/23
Andy Clark ............. 8/26
Linda Reutter ......... 8/28

Evansville

Vet Center
1100 N. Burkhardt Rd
Evansville, IN 47715

www.vetcenter.va.gov
812-473-5993

day objectives had been se-
cured by 10:00. Due to interfer-
ence from the surrounding ter-
rain, the Marines were unable
to raise their divisional head-
quarters, and were instead had
to relay messages through
headquarters  Sixth  Army
(Alamo Force). By nightfall, the
Marines had secured a perime-
ter and had cut the coast road,
establishing a road block. This
prevented the Japanese from
using it to reinforce their posi-
tions around the airfields, but a
secondary route, to the east of
Mount Talawe, remained open
to the Japanese, having gone
undetected by US intelligence.

Shortly after the western land-
ing, the Japanese dispatched
two companies of the 53rd In-
fantry Regiment to respond. In
the days that followed, the Ma-
rines clashed with small groups
of Japanese, and Japanese
artillery and mortars fired on
the US perimeter from Dorf
Point. Patrol clashes increased
until early morning on 30 De-
cember when the two compa-
nies of the 53rd Infantry at-
tacked the Marines around Cof-
fin Corner, exploiting the con-
cealment of a heavy storm and
darkness to launch a concen-
trated assault along a narrow
avenue of approach between
two defended ridges. Support-

ed with mortars, machine guns
and artillery, a five-hour fire-
fight followed before the as-
sault was turned back. Casual-
ties amounted to 89 killed and
five captured for the Japanese,
against six Marines killed and
17 wounded. Following this,
there were no further assaults
on the western perimeter. Artil-
lery fell on the position on 31
December, but was met coun-
terbattery fire from the 11th
Marines who labored to get
their guns into action despite
the terrain. Although the Japa-
nese sought mainly to avoid
contact as most withdrew to
support the fighting on the east
coast, patrol actions continued
throughout early January
1944, when contact was es-
tablished around Dorf Point
with a company-sized patrol
from the 5th Marines that had
set out overland from the east-
ern lodgment. The wounded
and heavy equipment were
subsequently embarked on 11
January, having been ham-
pered by poor weather previ-
ously, and LT 21 then col-
lapsed its position, marching
east towards the airfields, and
on 13 January they linked up
with the main body of US
troops, who had captured the
airfields in late December.
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Gloucester (from page 11)

Battle:  The main operation
began just after dawn on 26
December with a naval bar-
rage on the Japanese posi-
tions on the cape followed by
air attacks by the United States
Army  Air  Forces (USAAF)
and Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF). A total of
14 squadrons from the 1st Air
Task Force under Brigadier
General Frederick A. Smith,
were provided for close air
support, of  which nine
were bomber squadrons  and
five were attack. In addition,
several fighter squadrons

flew combat air patrols to ne-
gate the threat from Japanese
aircraft: one squadron covered
the approaching convoy, three
would cover the landing beach-
es, and another would cover
the seaborne elements that
would withdraw in the after-
noon. These attacks and an
aerial smoke screen were fol-
lowed by the landing of the 1st
Marine Division, at Yellow
Beaches 1 and 2, to the east
near Silimati Point and Borgen
Bay, about 5 miles (8.0 km)
southeast of the airfield and a
diversion at Green Beach, to
the west at Tauali, about 6.5
miles (10.5 km) from Cape
Gloucester. The main assault
came at Silimati Point with only

one battalion landing in the
west. After being transported
aboard the APDs from Cape
Sudest, the force came ashore
aboard landing craft of various
types including, LSTs and LCls

Western landing:

The diversionary western land-
ing at Tauali (Green Beach),
on the Dampier Strait side of
the peninsula was assigned to
Landing Team 21 (LT 21), con-
sisting of the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Marines with a battery of artil-
lery from the 11th Marines. Es-
corted by two destroyers and
two patrol boats, the force was
embarked upon 31 landing
craft of various types (five
LCls, 12 LCTs and 14 LCMs).
They carried with them 20
days of rations and six units of
artillery ammunition. After de-
parting Oro Bay with the main
convoy, this force had broken
off around Finschhafen and
proceeded on its own through
the Dampier Strait. After a pre-
liminary naval and aerial bom-
bardment around 07:30, the
Japanese defenses around
Green Beach were found
abandoned. LT 21 experienced
no opposition coming ashore,
preceded by heavy preparatory
fires including rockets fired
from several amphibious vehi-
cles. The beachhead was es-
tablished by 08:35 and all first
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Gloucester (from page 9)

loading scheme was devised
with the supplies preloaded
directly on 500 2.5-ton trucks.
These vehicles would arrive on
the beaches with the first eche-
lon that would land the assault
troops in the morning, and
would be able to drive straight
off the LSTs and unload their
cargo at several dumps ashore
before re-embarking on LSTs
assigned to the second eche-
lon that would land in the after-
noon on the first day with the
follow-on  troops.  Medical
teams, including doctors and
corpsmen, were assigned to
each transport and some
LSTs, and these personnel
would form part of an evacua-
tion chain that would see casu-
alties transported back to Cape
Sudest where an 88-bed float-
ing hospital was established
aboard an LST, which would
serve as a casualty-receiving
station prior to onward move-
ment to base hospitals ashore.

This force was escorted
by United States Navy (USN)
and Royal Australian  Na-
vy (RAN) cruisers and destroy-

ers from Task Force 74, under
Rear Admiral Victor Crutch-
ley of the Royal Navy. Main-
taining a speed of 12 knots,
the convoy proceeded through
the Vitiaz Strait towards Cape
Gloucester, traversing between
Rooke and Sakar Islands. As
they made their way towards
their objective, Allied patrol
boats operated to the north
and western approaches, in
the Dampier Strait and the
southern coast of New Brit-
ain. While heading towards
their objective, the convoy was
spotted by a Japanese recon-
naissance plane as well as an
observer around Cape Ward
Hunt. As a result, their pro-
gress was reported to Rabaul.
However, the commander of
the Japanese Southeast Area
Fleet, Admiral Jinichi Kusaka,
incorrectly assessed that the
convoy was bound for Arawe
as reinforcements, and subse-
quently ordered a heavy air
attack there instead of around
Cape Gloucester with 63 Zero
fighters and 25 bombers from
Rabaul.

(continued on page 22)
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Upcoming events

for our members

Wednesday, August 24th. August meeting of the
River Cities Detachment. American Legion Funk-
houser Post 8 on Harmony Way. 1900 meeting
starts. Come early and enjoy a meal with your fellow
Detachment members.

Wednesday, July 10th. Devil Dog Growl. Nomina-
tions and elections for 2022-2023 officers. If you are
not there you may be elected!

August 27—Rib and Butt cook to benefit the Detach-
ment. See flyer in this issue.

October 1st and 2nd. Fall Conference, Dept. of Indi-
ana. Plainfield, IN.

October 15th. Fall Social Gathering of the River Cit-
ies Detachment. More info to follow.

November—Marine Birthday Ball to be held at the
Evansville Country Club. Details coming.
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---They Help Make This Newsletter Possible

“Oorah”

Stan Rickard
Life Member

River Cities Detach-  ¢5/2023
ment 1090

Compliments of
Casey Canfield
Life Member

River Cities Detach-
ment #1090  01/2023

Semper Fi!

Mike Mitchell
Life Member

River Cities Detachment
#1090

06/2023

In Memory Of

Marine Tommy
Collins

And All
Deceased

Detachment
Members

09/2022

Semper Fi

Compliments of
Joe & Kathy Filipczak

Life Member
River Cities Detachment #1090

12/2022

Compliments of
Gary Burk, Life Member

Optimist Club of
Evansville Downtown

Friend of Youth Since 1921

07/2023
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Support Our Sponsors ==---

& g R
TG
In memory of Detachment Members

2021
Keith Benedict
Joe Shimek

Jim Grayson

Gene Grigsby
Daniel Fuller

Brenda Bergwitz
Paula Landers
Richard VanGordon

04/2023
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Compliments of
John S. & Judy Bryant
Life Member
River Cities Detachment #1090

01/2023

Compliments of

Tom Kremer
Life Member
River Cities Detachment 1090

02/2023

Compliments of
Bob & Linda Reutter

Life Members
River Cities Detachment #1090

06/2023

In fond memory of my
life’s love

Dorothy Lee “Dottie”
(McCord) Mills

1930-2020

08/2022

For All Who Served
With The 17th Rifle
Company.....

06/2023

Someone’s day is about to go to hell
in5,4,3,2...

Actual lines from officer reports

*His men would follow him anywhere
but only out of curiosity.”

“Would be out of his depth in a park-
ing lot puddle.”

“Has the wisdom of youth and the
energy of old age.”

”

“Is depriving some village of it’s idiot.

“Should go far and the sooner she
starts the better.”

Information on
Life Membership

National Bylaws Article Six - Mem-
bers,
Section 645 - Life Members:.
Any member of the Marine Corps
League who is in good standing may
become a Life Member, upon proper
payment of the fee, as is required here-
in. A Life Member shall be subject to
payment of no further dues of a Detach-
ment, or National, such member shall
have all the privileges, rights, and bene-
fits enjoyed as a member so long as that
Life Member shall live.

Current Life Membership

Price Information
(As of January 2014)

Up to and including age 35 -$500.
Age 36 up to and including age 50 -
400.

Age 51 up to and including age 64 -
$300.

Age 65 and over - $200.

The cost of replacing a Life Membership

In a case of bad timing, the thief chose
“Marine Corps Night" to rob the VFW.
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position, he placed it in action, | |ed fire of a heavily fortified Note from the editor: IMPORTANT
then, under continual fire, re-| | Japanese blockhouse, Gun- - ANNOUNCEMENT
paired another and personally| |nery Sergeant BASILONE | would like to thank all those National changed the due date,
manned it, gallantly holding his| |boldly defied the smashing who contribute to our Newslet- _ sothateveryone is
line until replacements arrived. | | bombardment of heavy cali- ter. No matter if you contribute paying dues at the same time.
A little later, with ammunition| |ber fire to work his way an article, an ad, are a boost- Dues for 2022 - 2023
itically low and th ly| |around the flank and up t er, or just send me sugges- otroer 3 63
criically 1o a € supply|jarou e lla a up 1o a tions’ everyone is part of the If paid between 3/1 and 6/30 - $25
lines cut off, Sgt. Basilone, at| | position directly on top of the success. If paid July 1% or after - $35
great risk of his life and in the | | blockhouse and then, attack- Initial Membership Dues are $35
face of continued enemy attack, | |ing with grenades and demo- | am always looking for new Mail your annual membership fees to:
battled his way through hostile | | litions, single handedly de- ideas for what you want to see River Cities Det. #1090

in our newsletter. Please send Attn: Membership

lines with urgently needed]| |stroyed the entire hostile N [ page

shells for his gunners, thereby | | strong point and its defending keep the River Cities News PO Box 6581
contributing in large measure to| | garrison. Consistently daring fresh and alive. Evansville IN 47719-0581
the virtual annihilation of a Jap-| |and aggressive as he fought Rk

anese regiment. His great per-| |his way over the battle-torn Bob Reutter
sonal valor and courageous ini-| |beach and up the sloping,
tiative were in keeping with the | | gun-studded terraces toward
highest traditions of the U.S.| |Airfield Number 1, he repeat-
Naval Service. edly exposed himself to the
blasting fury of exploding

shells and later in the day
For extraordinary heroism while coolly proceeded to the aid of

serving as a Leader of a Ma-| |5 friendly tank which had

C, 1st Battalion, 27th Marines, | | mine field under intense mor-

5th Marine Division, in action| |tgr and artillery barrages,
against enemy Japanese forces skillfully guiding the heavy
on lwo Jima in the Volcano Is-| | vehicle over the hazardous

lands, 19 February 1945.1 lterrain to safety, despite the
Shrewdly gauging the tactical| | overwhelming volume of hos-

situation shortly after landing | |tile fire. In the forefront of the f?;lnlluiuiv“(ﬁ?ﬂgwi\ 3
when his company's advance| |assault at all times, he

was held up by the concentrat-| | h,yshed forward with daunt- - “LOOKING UP AT“"E

The River Cities News
is the place to get all
the information about
what is going on in the
Detachment. We need
you to be an active
part in your MCL.

Navy Cross Citation:
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Humor in (MARINE) Uniform

The Rabbit Hunt:

The services decided to deter-
mine, once and for all, which
branch was the best. They re-
leased a singe, clearly marked
white rabbit into a forest.

After three days, the Air Force
squad came out swearing that
the rabbit never existed.

Two days later the Navy team
came out after calling in sever-
al fire missions from an off-
shore missile frigate. They
never found the body of the
rabbit but swear if it survived, it
wasn’t happy.

Some days later the Army
squad came out. They brought
several dead animals, among
them a skunk, squirrel and a
ferret, asking if one of them
was the rabbit.

Finally after 10 days the Ma-
rines strutted out of the forest
dragging a badly beaten grisly
bear. The bear was swearing
up and down, crying “ Okay,
okay, I'm a rabbit, I'm a rabbit!

Three boys playing Marine:

Three little boys were playing
out front of their homes. A
Captain walks up to them what
they are doing. The first boy
who is doing air squats says ‘I
am climbing up a wall to am-
bush the enemy.”

The second boy is running in
place. He tells the officer “I'm
on tour in Iraq. | am running
through the desert.”

The third boy is doing push-ups
on the sidewalk. The Captain
says “l guess you are in boot
camp?’

“No,” says the third boy. “l am
friends with the other two.
While they are deployed, | am
screwing their wives!”

28 vir
e ',\\~ )
1AM AN AMERICAN. | AM FREE TODAY BECAUSE SOMEONE FOUGHT,

BLED, OR DIED IN MY PLACE. | VOW THAT AS LONG AS THERE IS
BREATH IN MY BODY, THEIR SACRIFICE WILL NOT HAVE BEEN IN VAIN.

less courage and iron determi-
nation until, moving upon the
edge of the airfield, he fell, in-
stantly killed by a bursting mor-
tar shell. Stouthearted and in-
domitable, Gunnery Sergeant
BASILONE, by his intrepid initi-
ative, outstanding skill, and val-
iant spirit of self-sacrifice in the
face of the fanatic opposition,
contributed materially to the
advance of his company during
the early critical period of the
assault, and his unwavering
devotion to duty throughout the
bitter conflict was an inspiration
to his comrades and reflects
the highest credit upon Gun-
nery Sergeant BASILONE and
the United States Naval Ser-
vice. He gallantly gave his life
in the service of his country.

Spotllght (continued from page 4)

His decorations include:
Purple Heart

Navy Commendation Medal with V
Device

Combat action Ribbon
Presidential Unit Citation
American Campaign Medal
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
World War Il Victory Medal.

Marvin worked as a plumber’s
assistant at t local community
theatre in New York and was
asked to replace an actor who
got sick during rehearsals. He
got the acting bug and worked
for $7 per week. His film debut
was in “You’re in the Navy
Now” in 1951. Also debuting in
this film were Charles Bronson
and Jack Warden. He played
in several Westerns. One of his
most famous early roles was as
Liberty Valance opposite two
giants in film—John Wayne
and James Stewart. He won
an Academy Award as Best
Actor in “Cat Ballou.” 1967’s
“Dirty Dozen” showcased Lee’s
personality with a star-studded
cast.

Lee Marvin died on August
29th, 1987 at age 63 of a heart
attack. He was buried with full
military honors in Arlington
Cemetery.
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25 Captain Samuel Miller led a detachment from Marine 27
Barracks, Washington, in the Battle of Bladensburg
in defense of the nation's capital.

Danama Breakfast at Libby’s and Detachmel
e ) Mom’s—Everyone Funkhous After fighting back three British charges, Captain
A invited! Assemble after New Harm Miller was wounded as British forces began to flank
0600 order at 0700 1900 —cor the Marines, forcing the Marines to retire to avoid
eat dinner capture. Eight Marines were killed and 14 were
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September Newsletter , the deadline for submission is
August 22nd.

" oms—Evarons. @ If you have anything you would like to submit for the
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