
This months newsletter is going to be very brief, as all are busy enjoying some much needed down 
time and the holidays.  I am very busy these days helping plan the 1st Annual Spring Craft Fair for 
the MCLA Southern Belles Unit 441. We started planning to have a small event at AmVets #84 but 
have had such an awesome response from tri-state crafters we have moved to the Coliseum.  It is 
going to be on Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 
The auxiliary also hosted our annual Christmas Party and the Fulton Square Boys and Girls Club in 
December.  It is always such a joy to see the looks on the kids faces when they open their presents.  
As always our wonderful Santa (aka John Williams) did an awesome job. 
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Marine Corps History 

                                           Gary Burk 

Japanese. 

Not every Marine action enjoyed such success. 
An ambitious raid down the coast at Koirari by 
parachutists and raiders on November 29 ran 
into as unexpectedly large and lethal Japanese 
battalion. The elite Marine units, long on valor 
but always short on firepower, suffered grievous 
losses and had to be withdrawn under heavy 
fire. This took considerable doing. At the end, 
protected by close-in destroyers and long-range 
artillery, the raiding force made it back through 
the surf to their ships, minus one man in every 
five. 

Bouganville would make the final chapter of Ma-
rine Corps special units like rangers and para-
chutists. They had fought with ferocious cour-
age, but the Pacific War had outgrown their nar-
row services. Commando forces had proven 
useful to this point –Edson at Tulagi, Krulak at 
Choiseul—but henceforth the Marines would 
need integrated (“homogenized”) divisions, 
whose basic maneuver element would be the 
infantry battalion. Many of the existing raiders 
and parachutists provided the nucleus of the 4

th
 

Marines, reestablished in honor of the regiment 
lost in the Philippines and commanded by Alan 
Shapley. Others would provide the cadre of com-
bat leadership for the 5

th
 Marine Division for its 

single cataclysmic fight at Iwo Jima. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to rest in the tropics.  

 

(to be continued) 

The following is an excerpt from “The Battle History of the U.S. 
Marines”  

STRANGLING RABAUL (1943) 

 With the night a Japanese surface force swept 
south from Rabaul seeking to achieve another 
Savo Island victory against the American inva-
sion fleet. This time the U.S. Navy stood ready. 
The ensuing Battle of Empress Augusta Bay 
resulted in stinging defeat for the Imperial Navy. 

A follow-up counterlanding the night of Novem-
ber 6-7 caused greater concern to the Marines 
ashore. Nearly 500 Japanese troops fought 
their way through the surf in the rear of the force 
beachhead line, too up firing positions along the 
Koromokina River, and raised hell with Turn-
age’s support echelons. Killing them one by one 
took the Marines several anxious days. 

Japanese air raids materialized each day and 
night. One flight of torpedo bombers from Ra-
baul intercepted a U.S. reinforcement convoy 
the night of November McKean with the loss of 
fifty-two Marines and sixty-four sailors. But by 
then Turnage had his 21 Marines ashore and 
was fighting shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
Army’s 37

th
 Division. 

General Vandergrift, selected to become the 
next Commandant of the Marine Corps, turned 
over command of IMAC to Major General Roy 
Geiger and departed for Washington. Few Ma-
rines even batted an eye that an aviator now 
commanded the amphibious corps. Geiger was 
widely known for his enlightened leadership and 
blazing courage. The battle for the Bougainville 
beachhead continued in his capable hands. 

The SeaBees inspected the swampy interior 
and determined that the only suitable sites for 
the airfield lay 1,500 yards inland from the 
beach. Hyakutake finally released his mail com-
batant units, the 2d Infantry Division and a very 
good force of rikusentia, the Kure 7

th
, and these 

troops engaged the Leathernecks and GIs in a 
series of sharp brawls under hellacious condi-
tions of terrain and foul weather. In six grueling 
days the 3d Marines fought as many skirmish-
es, collectively called the Battle of Piva Forks, 
losing a hundred men but killing a thousand 



The Lore of the Corps 
                               Bob Reutter  

ing to require the Corps to gender integrate train-
ing within 5 years.  The Marines are requesting a 
university study on what it would take and what 
would change if the Corps moved to coed basic 
recruit training.   

Since January, at 
least three Marine 
recruit training clas-
ses have seen all-
male and all-female 
recruit platoons 
training side by side 
in ways that had 
never been allowed 
before.  Each com-
pany has had male 

and female recruits share the same barracks, 
with each platoon having its own squad bay for 
Marines to sleep, shower and do platoon and 
individual training.  When companies come to-
gether for physical training, the obstacle course 
or the many hours of classroom study, male and 
female will be side by side.  The Corps currently 
enlists about 3,000 new female recruits annually 
and that is anticipated to remain static.  

I personally think it is interesting to note that the 
other services have been coed for some time.  
Army since 1994, Navy since 1992, Air Force in 
the mid 80’s and Coast Guard since 1973.  Bal-
ance this with the fact that only the Marines have 
little trouble filling their recruiting quotas each 
month.  There may be a message there.  I also 
believe that if we are to totally gender integrate 
the Corps, then the standards required to finish 
boot camp should apply equally to all.  DO NOT 
reduce requirements to accommodate differ-
ences in genetic makeup.  As it has been with 
male recruits for all time, if anyone can’t make 
basic requirements then move to one of the oth-
er services.  If you – male or female – can make 
the grade you should be awarded the EGA.  We 
see the results from our schools when the re-
quirements to pass are lowered to a common 
denominator.  Let’s keep the Corps elite.    We 
are ‘The Few, The Proud.’  We are not the aver-
age.  Semper Fi! 
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Plan to ban tobacco sales to anyone under 
21 will hit the military too. 

Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em, because troops under 
21 won’t be allowed to for much longer.  A bipar-
tisan congressional plan to raise the federal min-
imum age to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21 
was included in a sweeping budget bill expected 
to be passed into law by the end of the week. 
And contrary to previous comments from law-
makers, there is no exception in the law for 
members of the military. 

In a joint statement, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., and Sen. Tim Kaine, D-
Va., called the move a “lifesaving” change for 
thousands of young Americans. Advocates esti-
mate that raising the purchase age by three 
years will cut down smoking-related cancers and 
respiratory illnesses by more than 220,000 cas-
es in coming years. 

When McConnell first introduced the legislation 
last spring, he acknowledged considering an ex-
emption on the new age limits for military mem-
bers. But he dropped the idea after discussions 
with public health advocates, saying that the mili-
tary should not be “treated differently on a public 
health issue.”  Kaine agreed, saying that “as the 
father of a Marine and as a member of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, I feel strongly 
we should extend the same public health protec-
tions to members of the military as we do to their 
civilian counterparts.” 

Nineteen states, the District of Columbia and 
Guam already ban tobacco sales to anyone un-
der 21. The new law will apply to the rest of the 
country and all military bases.  According to a 
military survey in 2011, about 25 percent of men 
and 18 percent of women in the military use to-
bacco products. Members of the Marine Corps 
were the heaviest users, with nearly one-third of 
that force actively using tobacco. 

The Corps wants a study on how to make re-
cruit training coed. 

The Marines still have the only basic training that 
is still not coed.  Congress (a large number of 
which has never served in the military) is push-

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/05/20/younger-troops-would-be-barred-from-buying-tobacco-products-under-new-plan/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/05/20/younger-troops-would-be-barred-from-buying-tobacco-products-under-new-plan/
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2019/12/16/hold-spending-deal-would-avoid-shutdown-give-738b-to-defense/


The items listed below are surplus from various Birthday Balls in the past.  They are available on a ‘first come, 
first served’ basis and are in limited quantities.  They are available for pickup in Evansville with prior arrange-
ment.  Shipping rates are listed. 

  When they are gone, they are gone. 

 243rd Ball 7 ½ in K-bar style 
letter opener with canvas 
sheath. 

                         Each  $ 10.00 
Shipping add $   4.00 

 243rd Ball Glass Picture Frame  
8” x 11” holds 4”x6” picture   

 

             Each     $10.00 
Shipping add     $  5.00 

 US Flag and Marine Flag  
Lapel Pin/Tie Tac 
 

                        Each  $   5.00 
Shipping add $   2.00 

                244th Ball Challenge Coin 
              (shown front and back)
   

                        Each $ 10.00 
  Shipping add  $   2.00 

 River Cities Detachment 1090 
 
             Each $ 10.00  
Shipping add $   3.00 

 15 ounce Stemless 

       
      Set of 4  $ 30.00 
Shipping add  $6.00  

Wine Glass                        
   
  

                 Set of 8 $ 50.00 
         Shipping add  $10.00   
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Ship Store Surplus 

NAME: __________________________________________    

ADDRESS: ______________________________________     

CITY: ____________________ ST: _______ ZIP: _______       

Make checks payable to:         River Cities Det. #1090 

Please Mail with Payment to:  Attention: Ship Store 

                                                   P.O. Box 6581 
                                                   Evansville, IN 47719-0581               

243rd Ball 7 ½ in K-bar style letter opener Quantity:   _____ X  $10.00    Total:    ______  +   $4.00 Shipping 

243rd Ball Glass Picture Frame                 Quantity:   _____ X  $10.00    Total:    ______  +   $5.00 Shipping 

US Flag and Marine Flag Lapel Pin          Quantity:   _____ X   $5.00     Total:    ______  +   $2.00 Shipping 

244th Ball Challenge Coin                         Quantity:   _____ X  $10.00    Total:    ______  +   $2.00 Shipping 

15 ounce Stemless Wine Glass     Each   Quantity:   _____ X  $10.00    Total:    ______  +  $3.00 Shipping 

15 ounce Stemless Wine Glass     Set 4   Quantity:   _____ X  $30.00    Total:    ______ +  $6.00 Shipping 

15 ounce Stemless Wine Glass     Set 8   Quantity:   _____ X  $50.00    Total:    ______ + $10.00 Shipping 

River Cities Detachment 1090 
Ship Store Surplus 

Subtotal:          $______________ 

Shipping:          $______________                          

Grand Total:    _$_____________ 

 

Please add the appropriate shipping, if 

not a local pick up. 



NEWSLETTER BOOSTER MEMBER 

 

NAME: __________________________________________ 
 

DONATION: ____________________ 

Please Mail to:  River Cities Detachment 

                           P.O. Box 6581 

     Evansville, IN 47719-0581 

Newsletter Booster Club 

Booster Member Expires 

Bob & Linda Reutter Feb -2020 

Tom & Alice Kick Mar - 2020 

Gary Burk April - 2020 

Richard Schuler July - 2020 

Roy & Carolyn McWilliams Aug - 2020 

Dorothy Odom Sept- 2020 

John & Judy Bryant Sept - 2020 

MCLA, Southern Belles Unit 441 Oct- 2020 

Joe & Kathy Filipczak  Dec - 2020 

David Jones Dec - 2020 

Casey Canfield  Feb - 2021 
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Information on Life Membership 

Current Life Membership Price Information  

As of January 2014 

 

Up to and including age 35 - $500.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50 - $400.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 64 - $300.00 

Age 65 and over - $200.00 

The cost of replacing a Life Membership Gold Card is $10.00 

National Bylaws Article Six - Members,  
Section 645 - Life Members:. 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good 
standing may become a Life Member, upon proper pay-
ment of the fee, as is required herein.  A Life Member 
shall be subject to payment of no further dues of a Detach-
ment, or National, such member shall have all the privileg-
es, rights, and benefits enjoyed as a member so long as that 
Life Member shall live. 

 

We have space available in our ad pages.   

Advertisements are available at the following rates.  

Business Card Size….$15.00  for 6 months  

1/4 page ..................... $25.00  for 6 months 

1/2 page ……….………$50.00 for 6 months 

 The editor has the right to reject an ad that is not appro-

priate such as loan companies, adult entertainment, etc. 

A big thank you to all those that donate to the Newsletter 
Booster Club.  We still need Booster Members, a donation of 
$5.00 or more per individual is all it takes to become a mem-
ber.  As a Booster Member you get your name listed in the 
Newsletter for 1 year.  This lets everyone know that you help 
support the River Cities News.  The Booster Club and Adver-
tisements help to defray  the cost of printing and postage.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73  

proudly support our veterans 

IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73 --  

Serving those who have served our nation 

Your Local Firefighters and Law Enforcement Officers are 

proud to support the River Cities Detachment 

Semper Fidelis from the members of  

IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73 

 

 

Compliments of 

Joe and Kathy Filipczak 

Life Member 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

 

 

Compliments of 

Gary Burk, Life Member 

OPTIMIST CLUB OF EVANSVILLE 

DOWNTOWN 

Friend of Youth Since 1921 

 

 

In Memory of 

Marine Tommy Collins 

And Deceased 

Detachment  Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place Your Ad Here 

Support our Sponsors 

They help make this Newsletter possible  
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07/2020 

09/2020 

12/2020 

04/2020 



 

 

 

 

In memory of Detachment #1090  

members who have gone on to guard 

the streets of Heaven. 

 

       2019 

        Jasper Marshal 

        Bill Bitter 

        Pat Dillback  

          (Associate Member) 

 

 

 

Compliments of 

Casey Canfield 

Life Member 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

 
 

Compliments of 

Bob and Linda Reutter 

Life Members 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Compliments of 

John and Judy Bryant 

Life Member 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

01/2021 

Support our Sponsors 

They help make this Newsletter possible  

06/2021 
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Compliments of the 

Marine Corps League Auxiliary 

10/2020 

04/2021 

08/2020 02/2020 
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www.mclrivercities.org 
mclrivercities@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

National changed the due date, 
 so that everyone is  

paying at the same time. 
 

Dues for 2019 - 2020 
Before August 1st - $25  
After August 1st - $35 

 

Initial Membership Dues are $35 
 

Mail your annual membership fees to:  

River Cities Det. #1090 
Attn: Membership 

PO Box 6581 
Evansville IN  47719-0581 

 

******************************* 

Check out the Ship Store  
On Page 4 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

HAPPY  
NEW 
YEAR 

2 3 
 

Newsletter Articles, Ads, and Pictures for 
February 2020 are due  

NO LATER THAN January 22, 2020   
There are No Exceptions to this deadline. 

4 5 
 
 

6 
 Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Libby’s and 
Mom’s Cafe 

0800 

7   8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
No 

MODD Growl 

13 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Libby’s and 
Mom’s Cafe 

0800 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 

18 19 

 

20 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Libby’s and 
Mom’s Cafe 

0800 

21 22 
 

23 24 

25 26   MCLA 

Southern 
Belles 

Unit #441 
AmVets #84 

6:30 p.m. 

27 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Libby’s and 
Mom’s Cafe 

0800 

28 
MCL 

River Cities 
Det. #1090 
VFW 1114 

1900 

29 30 31 


