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Commandant’s Corner 
                                         By Bob Reutter, Commandant 

It is an interesting fact of life that you never know what impact your ac-
tions might have.  A couple of weeks ago I was on my way home from a 
doctor’s appointment on the east side of Evansville.  I had to stop at a 
business that had collected a few toys after Christmas and asked that I 
pick them up.  I turned onto Lincoln Avenue by I-164 and started west 
toward home.  When I got to the house where A.J. Hardin had lived I saw 
that his American and Marine flags were very faded and extremely tat-
tered.  I asked Kelly Williams to contact his family and ask if I could go by 
and replace the flags.  After receiving a positive response from them I 
thought that some others from our Detachment might like to be involved 
as well.  When I sent the email suggesting we go after breakfast on 16 
Feb. several League members said they would be proud to go along.    
On Monday I thought of our new media partner, Eyewitness News 7/25 
and sent them an email telling them of our plan.  The program director 
responded right away saying that this was something they would definite-
ly like to be a part of.  Right in the middle of breakfast Joe Bird and Ash-
ley (the camera operator) came to the Pie Pan and started the interview 
while we finished breakfast.  In the report which aired at every news 
broadcast on both channels 7 and 25 Tuesday evening, they told their 
audience of the brotherhood that Marines exhibit where ever we gather.  
After breakfast they accompanied us to AJ’s place where we executed 
‘morning colors’ and replaced his flags.  We were given the opportunity 
to tell about a Marine’s dedication to his/her country and the flag that rep-
resents it. 

I believe everyone who joined us was moved by the event.  As Ameri-
cans and members of the Marine Corps League we have a keen sense 
of what we should do to honor our Country.  AJ Hardin had that 
knowledge and if he were alive his flags would never had reached that 
state they were in.  We all paid tribute to him as well as our great country 
by stepping in for him.  Thanks to all who were there in body as well as 
those who were unable to be there physically but were there in spirit.  
Thanks to Eyewitness News 7/25 for providing us an opportunity to show 
the community our commitment and esprit’. 

Semper Fi 
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Marines in the Business World 

                                         By Bob Reutter, Commandant 

When the title ‘Marine’ is mentioned what is the first image that comes 
to mind?  Is it Sgt. Stryker from “Sands of Iwo Jima?”  Is it 
possible that Gunny Highway from “Heartbreak Ridge” is 
your first mental image?  How about Colonel Jessup from ‘A 

Few Good Men?’ 

I would tend to bet that none of the following names would be in the top 10 or even top 100 that you 
would think of: Glen Bell, Bob Parsons, George Schultz, Frederick Smith, Tom Monaghan or Mike 
Illitch.  Never heard of most of them you say?   

Marines receive training that follows them throughout life.  All of the names above are Marines who 
have succeeded in the tough world of national (and international) business.  Here are a few of their 
stories. 

Glen Bell:  As a Marine in WWII Glen acquired the skills that led him to turn his first  hot dog 
stand opened in 1952 into Taco Bell with 868 locations which he later sold to PepsiCo for 
$125 million.   

How about Mike Illitch?  He served four years in the Corps. after which he played minor 
league baseball for 4 more with the Detroit Tigers.  He was forced out of baseball with a knee 
injury and started a pizza business in 1959 called Little Ceasars Pizza Treat in Garden City 
Michigan.  He currently owns not only Little Ceasar’s Pizza but the Detroit Tiger and Red-

wings as well. 

Unless you don’t have a television you have seen advertisements from the internet 
domain company GoDaddy.  They sponsor a NASCAR team that is driven by Dan-
ica Patrick.  What you may not know is that GoDaddy was founded by Bob Parsons.  
While in the Corps. Bob served in Viet Nam where he received the Combat Action 
Ribbon, Vietnam Gallantry Cross and Purple Heart.  His current net worth is estimat-

ed at $1.8 billion. 

George Shultz served in the Marines as an artillery officer from 1942-1945 attaining the rank 
of Captain.  He fought on Peleliu during the Battle of Angaur.  He received a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from MIT.  He served as Secretary of Labor from 1960-70 and as Secretary of Treas-
ury from 1972-74.  Under President Reagan Shultz served as Secretary of State for 6 ½ 

years.  He was known for selecting officials for their professional credentials instead of political ones. 

If it absolutely, positively has to be there overnight you probably contributed to the suc-
cess of our next Marine, Frederick Smith.  Fred served in the Marines from 1966-69 as 
a platoon leader and later as a Forward Air Controller (FAC) flying in the back seat of a 
OV-10 Birddog. Captain Smith flew over 200 combat missions as FAC and received the 

Silver Star, Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts.  While in the Marines he observed procurement and 
delivery procedures fine tuning his dream for an overnight delivery service.  In June of 1971 he 
founded Federal Express raising $91 million in venture capital to start his dream.  His current net 
worth is estimated at $3.1 billion.  Ooh-rah!! 

Although the list goes on and on I will end with an iconic company.   An inspi-
rational story of adapt, improvise and overcome.  Tom Monaghan’s father 
died on Christmas Eve when Tom was four years old.  His mother couldn’t 
afford to raise her children on $27.50/week so they went to various foster                                 
                                                                                                                       Continued on pg 3 
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homes and orphanages.  After working at selling newspapers, magazines, and working as a pin boy 
in bowling alleys Tom joined the Marines with the hope it would help pay for his college education.  
In 1960 the two brothers borrowed $900 to purchase a local pizzeria named Dominick’s in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.  A year later Tom traded his car to buy out his brother’s half of the business.  In his first 

13 years in business Tom worked 100 hour work weeks and took only one vacation – 
6 days to marry his wife Margie.  His business plan was to sell only pizza and deliver 
it within 30 minutes.  He located his stores near colleges and military bases.  His 
growth was phenomenal.  By the late 70’s he was over 200 locations.  Sales in 1985 - 
$1 billion, by 1988 it topped $2 billion.  The number one pizza delivery company in 
the world closed out the 80’s with over 5,000 locations worldwide.  In 1983 Monaghan 

bought the Detroit Tigers.  The very next year they won the World Series. He owned the team from 
1983 to 1992. Net worth - $500 million. 
 

All of these stories have a common thread:  lessons learned, skills acquired and work 
ethic learned in the Marine Corps have contributed to the success of all of these men.  
There are stories being written today by younger Marines who will eventually join this 
list. 

Semper Fi!    

Marines in the Business World 

                                         By Bob Reutter, Commandant 

Indiana Detachments 

MARINES/MCL DAY 

Armed Forces Day 21 May 16 

 Marines, MCL, Toys for Tots, MODD, Young Marines 

 Cardinals Special Discount for Your Family, Friend & Supporters 

 The Cardinals Give US Seats Sections 128, 129, 130 Field Level  

These are $60 Tickets for ONLY $23 each 

 A Special Cards Pullover Adult Jersey (age 16 and over) 

Given to the first 30,000, SO COME Early for  Saturday 1:15 Game 

 Reservations Deadline 30 March - Payment due by 15 April 16 

 1 April Reservations Opens for ALL Vet Groups/Civilians 

Deadline is 15 April for All Ticket Payments 

 Need extra $5 Per Order to cover Cost of Certified Mail Postage 

 Contact Bill Kiefer   314/395-2788    KieferVVA794@yahoo.com  

 MCL Detachment 184 St. Louis County, MO    www.MCL184.org  

 MCL Representative - State of Missouri to POW-MIA Museum 

“No One Left Behind – No One Forgotten”  

   www.jbPOW-MIA.org   Facebook  www.facebook.com/pow-mia.museum  

Cardinals Baseball - Marines/MCL Day  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit_Tigers
mailto:KieferVVA794@yahoo.com
http://www.mcl184.org/
http://www.jbpow-mia.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pow-mia.museum
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Marine Corps History 
                                         By Gary Burk 

The following is an excerpt from “The Battle History of the U.S. Marines”. 

Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders battled their way into history at San Juan Hill, and the “Splendid Little War” 
petered out. 

But America was suddenly an imperial nation, with overseas colonies or protectorates in Puerto Rico, Guam, 
Midway, and the Philippines, and Hawaii. And the Marines, back in favor, abruptly led a lot of Uncle Sam’s 
dirty work to do. 

Commodore George Dewey, victor over the Spanish fleet in the Battle of Manila Bay, later confessed to Con-
gress that many of the subsequent problems of the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) could have been 
avoided “had I had five thousand Marines embarked with my Naval force.” 

Dewey inadvertently aided the seeds of rebellion by bringing from exile the impassioned Filipino guerrilla 
chieftain Emilio Aguinaldo to fight against the Spaniards. When hostilities ended, Aguinaldo expected nothing 
less than full independence for his country. When it was not forthcoming, Aguinaldo turned his guerilla army 
against his former ally. 

The violent Philippine Insurrection foreshadowed the American war in Vietnam sixty years later; a jungle war 
against shadowy guerrillas – a protracted, brutal campaign increasing unpopular on the American home front. 

Washington responded to the guerrillas’ challenge by sending overseas the Army’s VII Corps and an entire 
regiment of Marines, the largest organized body of Leathernecks to take to the field in their history. 

Emilio Aguinaldo’s capture by the U.S. Army forces in March 1901 led to an uneasy peach throughout the 
Philippine Islands, except for Samar in the southeast. There, six months later, rebel tribesmen attacked an 
outpost of the 9th U.S. Infantry at breakfast, killing forty soldiers, mutilating their bodies obscenely. 

The Marines had fought side-by-side with the 9th Infantry in China and actively sought the mission of seeking 
retribution against the Samar insurgents. 

By this time the Navy Department had deployed nearly a fourth of the entire Marine Corps to the Philippines, 
organized for the first time in brigade strength. 

Major Littleton Waller Tazewell Waller-short, stout, and fierce – commanded the provisional brigade to 
“pacify” Samar. 

Waller’s orders from Army Brigadier General Jacob Smith, commanding the Sixth Separate Brigade in the 
region, seemed unequivocal: “Kill, burn, and take no prisoners.” 

Waller executed a brilliant three-pronged attack against the heavily jungled cliffside caves. He himself led a 
flotilla of pole-boats upriver, towing a three-inch Fletcher field gun on a bamboo raft. Two columns of riflemen 
disappeared into the jungle at different points downstream, cut north, then linked up in the trackless wilder-
ness just adjacent to the stronghold on the opposite of the Sohoton. Their stealthy approach yielded total sur-
prise. 

The Marines had taken the pains to drag along the one weapon most feared by the insurgents. The guerrillas 
were extremely tough fighters but no match for the torrents of fire that lashed at them unmercifully from the 
6mm, unmercifully, tumbling their lacerated bodies down the cliffs. 

The insurrection on Samar effectively ended with this battle. 

   ___________________________________________________________  

 

THE NINETEEN HUNDREDS: 

Decade began with 3,142 Marines (3,066 Enlisted; 76 Officers) 
Decade ended with 9,696 Marines (9,368 Enlisted; 328 Officers) 

9th Commandant: Maj. Gen Charles Heywood (1891-1903) 
10th Commandant: Maj. Gen George F. Elliott (1903-1910) 



Newsletter Booster Club 

NEWSLETTER BOOSTER MEMBER 

 

 

NAME: __________________________________________ 

 
 

DONATION: ____________________ 

Please Mail to:  River Cities Detachment 

                           P.O. Box 6581 

     Evansville, IN 47719-0581 

A big thank you to all those that donate to the Newsletter 
Booster Club.  We still need Booster Members, a  donation 
of $5.00 or more per individual is all it takes to become a 
member.  As a Booster Member you get your name listed in 
the Newsletter for 1 year.  This lets everyone know that you 
help support the River Cities News.  The Booster Club and  
Advertisements help to defray  the cost of printing and  
postage.   

Booster Member Expires 

Tom & Alice Kick May - 16 

Joe and Kathy Filipczak May - 16 

Frank Bockting June - 16 

Bob Moore July - 16 

A. J. Hardin July - 16 

Irene Blessing July - 16 

Art & Mary Beth Midle July - 16 

Bill Bitter July - 16 

Larry & Casey Scott Oct - 16 

Casey Canfield Dec - 16 

Ludie DeVaughn Jr. Dec - 16 

Gary Burk Dec - 16 

David Jones  Dec - 16 

T. C. Shane Jr. Jan - 17 

Southern Belles Unit 441 Feb - 17 

Joe Barron Mar - 17 

We have space available in our ad pages.   

Advertisements are available at the following rates.  

Business Card Size….$15.00  for 6 months  

1/4 page ..................... $25.00  for 6 months 

1/2 page ……….………$50.00 for 6 months 

Information on Life Membership 

Current Life Membership Price Information  

As of January 2014 

 

Up to and including age 35 - $500.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50 - $400.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 64 - $300.00 

Age 65 and over - $200.00 

The cost of replacing a Life Membership Gold Card is $10.00 

National Bylaws Article Six - Members,  
Section 645 - Life Members:. 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good 
standing may become a Life Member, upon proper pay-
ment of the fee, as is required herein.  A Life Member 
shall be subject to payment of no further dues of a Detach-
ment, or National, such member shall have all the privileg-
es, rights, and benefits enjoyed as a member so long as that 
Life Member shall live. 

 

Visit our web site for the forms to 

summit an advertisement.  

www.mclrivercities.org/news   

Anyone can use these forms to put 

an ad in the newsletter.  The editor 

has the right to reject an ad that is 

not appropriate such as loan com-

panies, adult entertainment, etc. 
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Compliments of 

Joe and Kathy Filipczak 

Life Member 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

 

Compliments of the 

Marine Corps League Auxiliary 

 

Compliments of 

Casey Canfield 

Life Member 

River Cities Detachment #1090 

PLACE YOU AD HERE PLACE YOU AD HERE 

03/2017 

6/2016 
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Support our Sponsors 

They help make this Newsletter possible  

05/2016 
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6/2016 

05/2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 1 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Pie Pan 
0800 

2 3 
MCLA 

VA Project 
8 a.m.  

4 5 

6 7 
 
 

 

8 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Pie Pan 
0800 

9 
 

10 11 12 
 
 

13 

 

 

14 15 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Pie Pan 
0800 

16 
 

17 
 

18 19 
MCL Dept of  

Indiana 
Spring  

Conference 
Jasper, IN 

20 
MCL Dept of  

Indiana 
Spring  

Conference 
Jasper, IN 

21  
 

22 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Pie Pan 
0800 

23 
MCL  

River Cities 
Det. #1090 

1900 

24 25 26 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
MCLA 

Southern 
Belles   

Unit 441 
6 p.m. 

29 
Det. 1090 
Breakfast 

Pie Pan 
0800 

30 31   

March 2016 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 

Welcome on Board 

 

New Members 

Jay Scudder 

 

Renewals 

Janet Boyd 
Scott Robinson 
William Sides 

Richard Schuler 
 

New Associate Members 

-0- 

Associate Renewals 

Mary Beth Midle 
 

Note:   Annual  
Membership Dues - New and 

Non Profit 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit #1151 

Evansville, IN 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

«AddressBlock» 

Steve Hanmore 3/1 

Joseph Barron 3/5 

Wallace Bickett 3/5 

Richard Swonder 3/16 

William Ethridge 3/17 

Barbara Kortz 3/18 

James Kirby 3/27 

Mike Kremer 3/27 

Linda Effinger 3/28 

Frank Lamee 3/30 
 

Note:  If we did not list your 

birthday, it was an oversight or 

we don’t have it on our roster.  

Please contact us so we can 

correct the error next year. 

www.mclrivercities.org 
mclrivercities@gmail.com 

River Cities Detachment 1090 
Marine Corps League Inc. 

P. O. Box 6581 
Evansville, IN 47719-0581 

Newsletter Articles, Ads, and Pictures for April 2016  
are due NO LATER THAN  March 22, 2016  


