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Commandant’s Corner
Bob Reutter, Commandant

Happy Birthday! On Saturday, November 10"
the Marine Corps has seen 243 years of service
to our country. During that time the Corps has
been called upon to step up in defense when the
situation looked dire. The motto “First to Fight”
was earned in WWI when the Allied armies were
stalemated with the Germans in the fields of
Flanders. The Marines were not satisfied to sit
in trenches trading salvos with the enemy. We
jumped off in the face of withering fire and took
the battle to them. This was the beginning of the
end of the war.

Again in the Pacific when the Japanese had an
unbroken string of victories in the Pacific — India,
Burma, Singapore, the Philippines and all along
the Pacific Rim, it was the Marines who took the
fight to them. Wake Island, Guadalcanal, Tara-
wa, Tinian, Saipan, lwo Jima and Okinawa all
showed the indomitable spirit of the Marines.

When the North Koreans overran the South in
1950, the war-weary American politicians were
willing to sit back and let the chips fall where
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they may. It was the Marine Corps — drastically
reduced in size — that fielded a ready Division to
stem the tide until our country could mobilize the
forces to push the North back. It was the Ma-
rines who drove across the 38" parallel and
when the Chinese introduced massively over-
whelming forces and threatened to annihilate the
NATO forces. If not for the politicians that war
would have been won as well.

November is a busy time for us. With a Color
Guard to welcome Honor Flight home on the
3rd, the Birthday Ball on the 10", Veteran’s Day
on the 11" the Christmas Parade on the 18",
Toys for Tots all month and anything else that
comes our way, we will have our hands full. It is
time for all members of our Detachment to step
up and show the Gung Ho spirit that our Marine
ancestors have taught us.

| hope to see all of our Detachment at as many
of those events as possible.

Semper Fi
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Marines in the News
Bob Reutter

The Battle for Guadalcanal

Note: This is the fourth and final installment of the Battle for
Guadalcanal. Bob

Reinforcement

As the Japanese regrouped west of the Matani-
kau, the U.S. forces concentrated on shoring up
and strengthening their Lunga defenses. On 14
September Vandegrift moved another battalion,
the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment (3/2),
from Tulagi to Guadalcanal. On 18 September an
Allied naval convoy delivered 4,157 men from the
3rd Provisional Marine Brigade (the 7th Marine
Regiment plus a battalion from the 11th Marine
Regiment and some additional support units), 137
vehicles, tents, aviation fuel, ammunition, rations,
and engineering equipment to Guadalcanal.
These crucial reinforcements allowed Vandegrift,
beginning on 19 September, to establish an un-
broken line of defense around the Lunga perime-
ter. While covering this convoy the aircraft carrier
USS Wasp was sunk by the Japanese submarine
1-19 southeast of Guadalcanal, leaving only one
Allied aircraft carrier (USS Hornet) in operation in
the South Pacific area. Vandegrift also made
some changes in the senior leadership of his
combat units, transferring off the island several
officers who did not meet his performance stand-
ards and promoting junior officers who had proven
themselves to take their places. One of these was
the recently promoted Colonel Merritt Edson who
was placed in command of the 5th Marine Regi-
ment.

A lull occurred in the air war over Guadalcanal,
with no Japanese air raids occurring between 14
and 27 September due to bad weather, during
which both sides reinforced their respective air
units. The Japanese delivered 85 fighters and
bombers to their air units at Rabaul while the U.S.
brought 23 fighters and attack aircraft to Hender-
son Field. On 20 September the Japanese count-
ed 117 total aircraft at Rabaul while the Allies tal-
lied 71 aircraft at Henderson Field. The air war
resumed with a Japanese air raid on Guadalcanal
on 27 September which was contested by U.S.
Navy and Marine fighters from Henderson Field.

The Japanese immediately began to prepare for
their next attempt to recapture Henderson Field.
The 3rd Battalion, 4th (Aoba) Infantry Regiment

had landed at Kamimbo Bay on the western end
of Guadalcanal on 11 September, too late to join
Kawaguchi's attack. By now, though, the battalion
had joined Oka's forces near the Matanikau. To-
kyo Express runs by destroyers on 14, 20, 21 and
24 September brought food and ammunition as
well as 280 men from the 1st Battalion, Aoba
Regiment, to Kamimbo on Guadalcanal. Mean-
while, the Japanese 2nd and 38th Infantry Divi-
sions were transported from the Dutch East In-
dies to Rabaul beginning on 13 September. The
Japanese planned to transport a total of 17,500
troops from these two divisions to Guadalcanal to
take part in the next major attack on the Lunga
Perimeter set for 20 October 1942.

Between 9 and 11 October the U.S. 1st Battalion
2nd Marines raided two small Japanese outposts
about 30 miles (48 km) east of the Lunga perime-
ter at Gurabusu and Koilotumaria near Aola Bay.
The raids killed 35 Japanese at a cost of 17 Ma-

rines and three U.S. Navy personnel killed.

Battle for Henderson Field

Between 1 and 17 October, the Japanese deliv-
ered 15,000 troops to Guadalcanal, giving Hya-
kutake 20,000 total troops to employ for his
planned offensive. Because of the loss of their
positions on the east side of the Matanikau, the
Japanese decided that an attack on the U.S. de-
fenses along the coast would be prohibitively diffi-
cult. Therefore, Hyakutake decided that the main
thrust of his planned attack would be from south
of Henderson Field. His 2nd Division (augmented
by troops from the 38th Division), under Lieuten-
ant General Masao Maruyama and comprising
7,000 soldiers in three infantry regiments of three
battalions each was ordered to march through the
jungle and attack the American defenses from the
south near the east bank of the Lunga River.

The date of the attack was set for 22 October,
then changed to 23 October. To distract the
Americans from the planned attack from the
south, Hyakutake's heavy artillery plus five bat-
talions of infantry (about 2,900 men) under Ma-
jor General Tadashi Sumiyoshi were to attack
the American defenses from the west along the
coastal corridor. The Japanese estimated that
there were 10,000 American troop% on the is-

ontinued on pg
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Marine Corps History
Gary Burk

The following is an excerpt from “The Battle History of the
U.S. Marines”

GULF WAR/DESERT STORM (continued)

Things got so dark at one-point Mike Myatt said
he couldn’t see beyond the front of his vehicle.
Added an M-60 tank commander, “I couldn’t
even see the muzzle of the goddammed machine
gun in my hand.”

If it was dark and ghostly for the Marines, it was
doubly terrifying for the Iraqis.

They were being plastered by everything in the
books. Their tanks were getting nailed from im-
possible ranges, even in the smog. Marine infan-
try appeared out of nowhere, always on the
flanks. Even the winds had turned against them,
reversing the normal direction, blowing the
smoke north into their faces, a bad omen. Iraqi
soldiers began to quit. The 1% Marine Division
would capture them by the thousands.

General Keys’ 2d Marine Division launched its
attack ninety minutes later. The PsyOps people
had rigged their loudspeakers along The Berm
for the occasion. “The Marines’ Hymn” burst forth
at mega-decibel level.

Each maneuver element of the 2d Division has
run through a full-scale replica of the Iraqi de-
fenses at dark in full MOPP (chemical warfare
protective) gear. They found no surprises north
of The Berm.

The 6™ Marines led the way through the cleared
lanes. Keys kept them moving. “Contrary to
some reports, the Iraqis were still there, waiting
for us,” he said. “They fired about 300 rounds of
artillery as we worked to breach the minefields,
but they had no forward observers to coax the
fire on target, so we could discount the prospect
of heavy casualties from their shots in the dark.”

Since one of Keys three infantry regiments (the
2d Marines) had been assigned to the amphibi-
ous role for he duration, General Schwarzkopf
had assigned him the Army’s Tiger Brigade of
the 2d Armored Division.

The Tiger Brigade brought 118 brand-new M1-A1
Abrams tanks and a commendable proficiency to

the fight. Keys called them “a first-class out-

fit.” (The Army tankers now wear the 2d Marine
Division patch on their sleeves to reflect combat
service with the Marines.)

The Tiger Brigade streamed through the gaps
in trace behind the 6™ Marines, then angled
north. The superb M1-A1s began knocking out
dug-in IraqiT-55 tanks from two miles away.

By dark on G-Day, each division had substan-
tial forces beyond both obstacle belts, with for-
ward-deployed artillery battalions readily in
range. The cost had be ridiculously low: three
killed, seventeen wounded in action. They had
taken 16,000 prisoners.

General Schwarzkopf would exult, “I can’t say
enough about the two Marine Divisions. If |
used words like brilliant, it would really be an
under-description of the absolutely superb job
that they did in breaching the so-called impene-
trable barrier. It was a classic, absolutely clas-
sic, military breaching of a very, very tough
minefield, barbed wire, fire trenches-type barri-
er. Like it was water. . . . A textbook operation
and | think it will be studied for many, many
more years to come.” (to be continued)

10 November 1921: This date marked the first for-
mal commemoration of the birthday of the Marine
Corps as 10 November. On 1 Nov 1921, Gen Lejeu-
ne issued Marine Corps Order No. 47 summarizing
the history, mission, and tradition of the Corps, and
directed that it be read to every command each 10
November.

11 November 1938: Veterans Day: In 1918, on
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month,
an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostili-
ties, was declared between the Allied nations
and Germany in World War I, then known as
“the Great War.”

13 November 1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial, containing the names of more than 13,000 Ma-
rines who lost their lives in Vietham, was dedicated
this date at the Memorial site in Washington, D.C.

November 1941: Thanksgiving, currently celebrat-
ed on the fourth Thursday in November by federal
legislation in 1941, and has been an annual tradition
in the United States by presidential proclamation
since 1863.
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Marines in the News continued from pg 2

land, when in fact there were about 23,000.

On 12 October, a company of Japanese engi-
neers began to break a trail, called the
"Maruyama Road", from the Matanikau towards
the southern portion of the U.S. Lunga perimeter.
The 15-mile-long (24 km) trail traversed some of
the most difficult terrain on Guadalcanal, including
numerous rivers and streams, deep, muddy ravines,
steep ridges, and dense jungle. Between 16 and 18
October, the 2nd Division began their march along the
Maruyama Road.

By 23 October, Maruyama's
forces still struggled through
the jungle to reach the
i _ American lines. That even-

; ~. ling, after learning that his

: + 4 Qforces had yet to reach their
attack positions, Hyakutake
postponed the attack to
19:00 on 24 October. The
Americans remained una-
ware of the approach of
Maruyama's forces.

Map of the battle, 23-26 October.
Sumiyoshi's forces attack in the
west at the Matanikau (left)
while Maruyama's 2nd division
attacks the Lunga perimeter
from the south (right).

Sumiyoshi was informed by Hyakutake's staff of the
postponement of the offensive to 24 October, but was
unable to contact his troops to inform them of the de-
lay. Thus, at dusk on 23 October, two battalions of the
4th Infantry Regiment and the nine tanks of the 1st
Independent Tank Company launched attacks on the
U.S. Marine defenses at the mouth of the Matanikau.
U.S. Marine artillery, cannon, and small arms fire re-
pulsed the attacks, destroying all the tanks and killing
many of the Japanese soldiers while suffering only
light casualties.

Finally, late on 24 October Maruyama's forces reached
the U.S. Lunga perimeter. Over two consecutive nights
Maruyama's forces conducted numerous frontal as-
saults on positions defended by troops of the 1st Bat-
talion, 7th Marines under Lieutenant Colonel Chesty
Puller and the U.S. Army's 3rd Battalion, 164th Infantry
Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Robert
Hall. U.S. Marine and Army units armed with rifles,
machine guns, mortars, and artillery, including direct
canister fire from 37 mm anti-tank guns, "wrought terri-
ble carnage" on the Japanese.['® A few small groups
of Japanese broke through the American defenses but
were hunted down and killed over the next several
days. More than 1,500 of Maruyama's troops were
killed in the attacks while the Americans lost about 60
killed. Over the same two days American aircraft from

Henderson Field defended against attacks by Japa-
nese aircraft and ships, destroying 14 aircraft and
sinking a light cruiser.

Further Japanese attacks near the Matanikau on 26
October were also repulsed with heavy losses for
the Japanese. As a result, by 08:00 on 26 October,
Hyakutake called off any further attacks and or-
dered his forces to retreat. About half of
Maruyama's survivors were ordered to retreat back
to the upper Matanikau Valley while the 230th Infan-
try Regiment under Colonel Toshinari Shoji was told
to head for Koli Point, east of the Lunga perimeter.
Leading elements of the 2nd Division reached the
17th Army headquarters area at Kokumbona, west
of the Matanikau on 4 November. The same day,
Shdiji's unit reached Koli Point and made camp.
Decimated by battle deaths, combat injuries, malnu-
trition, and tropical diseases, the 2nd Division was
incapable of further offensive action and fought as a
defensive force along the coast for the rest of the
campaign. In total, the Japanese lost 2,200-3,000
troops in the battle while the Americans lost around
80 killed.

Japanese decision to withdraw

On 12 December, the Japanese Navy proposed
that Guadalcanal be abandoned. At the same time,
several army staff officers at the Imperial General
Headquarters (IGH) also suggested that further ef-
forts to retake Guadalcanal would be impossible. A
delegation, led by IJA Colonel Joichiro Sanada,
chief of the IGH's operations section, visited Rabaul
on 19 December and consulted Imamura and his
staff. Upon the delegation's return to Tokyo, Sanada
recommended that Guadalcanal be abandoned.
The IGH's top leaders agreed with Sanada's recom-
mendation on 26 December and ordered their staffs
to begin drafting plans for a withdrawal from Gua-
dalcanal, establishment of a new defense line in the
central Solomons, and a shifting of priorities and
resources to the campaign in New Guinea.

On 28 December, General Hajime Sugiyama and
Admiral Osami Nagano personally informed Emper-
or Hirohito of the decision to withdraw from Guadal-
canal. On 31 December, the Emperor formally en-
dorsed the decision. The Japanese secretly began
to prepare for the evacuation, called Operation Ke,
scheduled to begin during the latter part of January
1943. It was the beginning of the end for the Empire
of Japan’s domination of the Pacific.
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Women in the Marine Corps
Barbara Kortz

When the Marine Corps
| opened its ranks per-

4| manently to women in

\ February 1943 they
were recruited to "Free
@ a man to fight" and they
o did.

By June 1944 , women

 from 1/2to 2/3rds of the
personnel manning all
major posts and stations
in the U.S. At their peak,
N there were over 19,000

& women in Marine uni-

@ forms, enough to free

t men to form the 6th Ma-
reserves constitut- rine Division, a unit that
ed 85 percent of the was most essential to our

l “ enlisted personnel on BE A MARINE... victory in the Pacific.
FH;‘&%NG HT duty at HQMC and Free a Marine o fight

Marine Quotes

I have only two men out of my company and 20 out of
some other company. We need support, but it is almost
suicide to try to get it here as we are swept by machine
gun fire and a constant barrage is on us. I have no one
on my left and only a few on my right. I will hold.

1stLt. Clifton B. Cates, USMC in Belleau Wood, 19 July 1918

We have two companies of Marines running rampant all
over the northern half of this island, and three Army
regiments pinned down in the southwestern corner, do-
ing nothing. What the hell is going on?

Gen. John W. Vessey Jr., USA, Chairman of the the Joint Chiefs of Staff during the assault on Grenada, 1983

They told (us) to open up the Embassy, or "we'll blow you
away.”" And then they looked up and saw the Marines on
the roof with these really big guns, and they said in So-

mali, "Igaralli ahow,” which means "Excuse me, I didn't

L] L] "
mean it, my mistake".
Karen Aquilar, in the U.S. Embassy; Mogadishu, Somalia, 1991
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Southern Belles Unit 441

Paula landers, Treasurer

Prizes of $1000, $500, and $250 being paid to the winners. Drawing is being held at AmVets Post
84 on November 26, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. You do not have to be present to win.

You can purchase a ticket by using the order form below.

Thank you for your support.
Semper Fi and God Bless

-_— -
| , |
| MCIA Southern Belles Unit 441 !
: $ Christmas Cash Raffle $ :

NAME:
| ; . |
| ADDRESS: Tlcket.s. $10.00 |
: CITY: ST ZIpP: Quantity: X :
| Make checks payable to:  Southern Belles Unit 441 : 1otal Due: I
: Please Mail with Payment to: clo Paula Landers :
I 807 Frank Avenue I
: Evansville, IN 47712-4548 :
| |
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Newsletter Booster Club

Booster Member Expires

Joe & Kathy Filipzack Dec - 18
Larry & Casey Scott Dec - 18
David Jones Dec - 18
Casey Canfield Feb - 19
Gary Burk April - 19
Dot Odom July - 19
Mike Sides July - 19
Richard Schuler July - 19
Roy & Carolyn McWilliams Aug - 19
MCLA, Southern Belles Unit 441 Oct- 19

A big thank you to all those that donate to the Newsletter
Booster Club. We still need Booster Members, a donation of
$5.00 or more per individual is all it takes to become a mem-
ber. As a Booster Member you get your name listed in the
Newsletter for 1 year. This lets everyone know that you help
support the River Cities News. The Booster Club and Adver-
tisements help to defray the cost of printing and postage.

L |
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
DONATION: I
Please Mail to: River Cities Detachment I
P.O. Box 6581 :

Evansville, IN 47719-0581 :

I

We have space available in our ad pages.

Advertisements are available at the following rates.
Business Card Size....$15.00 for 6 months
1/4 page .....ccoooueeennn. $25.00 for 6 months
1/2page ..c.coevvevennnnnn. $50.00 for 6 months

The editor has the right to reject an ad that is not appro-
priate such as loan companies, adult entertainment, etc.

Information on Life Membership
National Bylaws Article Six - Members,

Section 645 - Life Members:.

Current Life Membership Price Information

As of January 2014
Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good
standing may become a Life Member, upon proper pay- includi )
ment of the fee, as is required herein. A Life Member Up to and inc .udlng .age 35 - $500.00
shall be subject to payment of no further dues of a Detach- Age 36 up to and including age 50 - $400.00
ment, or National, such member shall have all the privileg- Age 51 up to and including age 64 - $300.00

es, rights, and benefits enjoyed as a member so long as that

Life Member shall live.

Age 65 and over - $200.00
The cost of replacing a Life Membership Gold Card is $10.00
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Support our Sponsors

They help make this Newsletter possible

IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73
proudly support our veterans

IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73 --
Serving those who have served our nation

Your Local Firefighters and Law Enforcement Officer
are proud to support the River Cities Detachment

Semper Fidelis from the members of
IAFF Local 357 and FOP Lodge 73

01/2019

Compliments of

John and Judy Bryant

Life Member
River Cities Detachment #1090
05/2019

Compliments of
Gary Burk, Life Member
OPTIMIST CLUB OF EVANSVILLE
DOWNTOWN
Friend of Youth Since 1921

07/2019

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

In Memory of
Marine Tommy Collins
And Deceased

Detachment Members

Semper Fi

03/2019
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Support our Sponsors
They help make this Newsletter possible

In memory of Detachment #1090
members who have gone on to guard
the streets of Heaven.

2018
Larry Scott

04/2021

Compliments of

Casey Canfield

Life Member
River Cities Detachment #1090

07/2019

Compliments of

Bob and Linda Reutter
Life Members
River Cities Detachment #1090

06/2021

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

Compliments of the

Marine Corps League Auxiliary

Southern Belles Unit 441

12/2018

Fraternal Order

of Police
STATE LODGE OF INDIANA

MICHAEL SIDES
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT TRUSTEE

E-mail: msides@fop.net

07/2019
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

All membership dues are currently due.
Last year National changed the due date
so that everyone is paying at the same
time.

If you have not already paid your annual
membership please mail $35 to

River Cities Det. #1090
PO Box 6581
Evansville IN 47719-0581
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