                                                       What Bodies?
                                                           Celestial Bodies 

“Now with what body are they coming?”

1st Corinthians 15:35

The bodies we now have are designed to humiliate us, it is their default setting.

They take all of our time caring for them and in the end they let us down.

They constantly want us to do something for them. Feed me, water me, relieve me, and rest me. All the while they slowly deteriorate right in front of our very (dimming) eyes.

And as odd as it might sound, God chooses these broken, needy vessels to dwell in;

“For you are the temple of the living God, according as God said, that I will be making My home and will be walking in them.” 2nd Corinthians 2:16

We are living temples of the living God.

God knows our desires, needs and wants, He knows our achievements and our failures, our strengths and weaknesses, and still this is where He chooses to place His spirit;

“Are you not aware that you are a temple of God and the spirit of God is making its home in you?” 1st Corinthians 3:16

At present we only have a measure of the spirit. The Concordant version says;

“Who also seals us and is giving the earnest of the spirit in our hearts.” 

2 Corinthians 1:22

The NIV says; “And (God) put His spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”
Although there will come a time when Gods spirit will leave this body, at death, there will also be a time when it will reenter our bodies, and we will all hear the call and be quickened from death into vivifying life, and these old bodies will be replaced with bodies that will never let us down or die. We know this because of the measure of spirit which now dwells in us; it is Gods pledge to us for a future time when He calls and changes us.
Paul was asked the question;
“Now with what body are they coming?” 1st Corinthians 15:35

What bodies will we have at that time of resurrection?

The scriptures teach that the realm of the believer (body of Christ) will be in the celestials, or heavens. There is also a body for those who are of the bride company; this article will focus on the body that is comprised of those who are the body of Christ.
Paul says this of the believers (body of Christ) in Philippians 3:20-21;

“For our realm is inherent in the heavens, out of which we are awaiting a Saviour also, the Lord, Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the body of our humiliation, to conform it to the body of His glory, in accord with the operation which enables Him even to subject all to Himself.”

Paul tells us that our bodies will be transfigured to conform to the body of Christ’s glory. 
But what type of body will we have that will adapt us to the conditions that are somewhere in the heavens?

At present we have to take something from the earth that protects us from the hostile environment when our bodies leave the ground to travel.

We know from the scriptures that we will be immortal (1st Corinthians 15:53).

And we also know that we will have a spiritual body (1st Corinthians 15: 44)

Paul then takes it one step further. 
He not only tells us that we will have immortality and a spiritual body, we will have a Celestial body. He then tells us what this celestial body will be like in 1st Corinthians 15:47-49;

“The first man was out of the earth, soilish; the second Man is the Lord out of heaven.
Such as the soilish one is, such are those also who are soilish, and such as the Celestial One, such are those also who are celestials. And according as we wear the image of the soilish, we should be wearing the image also of the Celestial.”

We will be wearing the image of the Celestial (Christ).

In other words, we will wear the image of the glorified Christ. Not the image of Christ that first came out of the tomb, that body will be for those who will dwell on the earth in the millennium and the fifth eon, Israel and those who come out of the final resurrection. We (the body) will have the body of the ascended glorified Christ. (There is a difference, but that’s for a future article).
Now we are soilish and wear the image of Adam, at our vivification we will be as Christ is now, wearing the image of the Celestial One.

Therefore, now having soilish bodies, at death our bodies return to the condition they were created out of, soil. No one can, at the same time, be lying in the ground and be in Christ’ presence, we have to be changed.

Lights

“For you are all sons of the light.”

1Thessalonians 5:5

When Paul was heading to Damascus to arrest those Jews who were turning away from the religion of their fathers, and now believed in Jesus, he was stopped in his tracks by Light. Nothing touched his body, he saw only a Light, so bright was the light he would later write it was: “Above the brightness of the sun” (Acts 26:13). This Light knocked him and all who were with him to the ground.

The Light Paul saw was the effulgence of the celestial image of Jesus. 

Paul later wrote in 1st Timothy 6:16 where Christ now dwells;

“Making His home in light inaccessible, Whom not one of mankind perceived nor can be perceiving.”

We have to be changed before we can truly see the risen glorified Christ. These bodies we have now cannot literally access the heavenlies; we have to put on the image of the glorified Christ.

Paul tells us to whom, and when this will take place in Romans 8:29, 30, and Colossians 3:4 
“That, whom He foreknew, He designates beforehand, also, to be conformed to the image of His Son….. these He glorifies also……Whenever Christ, our Life, should be manifested, then you also shall be manifested together with Him in glory.””
When Christ appears then we (the foreknown) will be glorified, and we will be conformed to the image of Christ.

We won’t have flesh and blood, as Paul tells us neither can inherit the kingdom of God in 1st Corinthians 15:50; 

“Now this I am averring, brethren, that flesh and blood is not able to enjoy an allotment in the kingdom of God, neither is corruption enjoying the allotment of incorruption.” 

Blood needs oxygen, and it’s in short supply in the celestial realm, flesh decays. 

We also have to have a body that is identifiable.

When Peter was thrown into prison his rescuer was a messenger (angel).

Angels have all the equipment necessary to move from the celestial realm to the earthly realm.

Luke describes what Peter saw in Acts 12:6-7;

“In that night Peter was reposing between two soldiers, bound with two chains, besides which guards before the door kept the jail” And lo! a messenger of the Lord stood by, and a light shines in the room. Now smiting Peter on the side, he rouses him, saying, "Rise quickly!....... And coming out, they came forward one street, and immediately the messenger withdrew from him."

The messenger (angel) was able to appear before Peter, speak to him, and even smack him on the side, was also identifiable, and yet was light.

This, I believe, will be the type of body we will inherit at our vivification.

We will have an identifiable, tangible body, that will radiate the light of God, and be able to move from one realm to another. 

At present these limited bodies are waiting our change, but…..

“We are aware that, if our terrestrial tabernacle house should be demolished, we have a building of God, a house not made by hands, eonian, in the heavens. For in this also we are groaning, longing to be dressed in our habitation which is out of heaven.”
2nd Corinthians 5:1-2
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