                                                   Go To Church?
In Whom the entire building, being

connected together, is growing into

a holy temple in the Lord.

                                    Ephesians 2:21

I had a Pastor come to me and say;
“I hear you love the Lord but hate His house.”

At that time we were painting this Pastors church and several of the people we hired went to that church. They had told him I didn’t go to church and they felt it was their duty to inform him of that fact.
The only thing that came to my mind at that time was; 
“If this is the Lords house you would think it would be in better shape.”

Why is it that church, or going to church, has become such an important part of Christianity, when you won’t find the statement,” Go to church”, anywhere in the New Testament?

You will never see the words; go buy a piece of property and build a church, hire a Pastor who has been to seminary, an assistant Pastor, a Worship leader, a Secretary and a couple of counsellors any where in the bible, yet for most Christians their whole spiritual life evolves around church and church programs.
Does going to church make you a Christian? 

No more then going to a paint store makes you a painter!

When Billy Graham would finish his televised sermons he would always say;
“And remember, go to church this Sunday”.

It always sounded to me like it was what you had to do in order for the deal to be sealed.

I would wonder what church he meant.

Did it matter?

Joel Osteen tells his listeners at the end of his program to find;

 “A good bible believing church.”

He just doesn’t tell you where one is. 
I was told I better get into an Evangelical church or I would continue to run with all sorts of false ideas of what the bible really teaches. I was told that the Baptist church down the road had a good evangelical preacher and his teachings were sound.
 I asked;
“Does he teach that God will reconcile all to Himself and that the teaching of hell is a fable invented by false teachers?”
The answer was; “No!”

“Then he’s not sound!”

I opted out of the “go to church” clause in my salvation contract. I decided to let God lead me into truth. I figured; why not go to the Boss instead of the hired help. Besides I like to keep Sunday’s open.

                                                        Assembling

“Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves.”

                          Hebrews 10:25

The above verse is “the verse” that is always, and exclusively, used for supporting going to church. Without that verse no one would ever come up to me and say;

“See, we are told to go to church, so you should go.”
I always answer them with;

“Where do you see the word church in that verse?”

“What bible version has the word church in that verse?”

I have seventeen different versions and not one of them say’s;
“Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves, and go to church.”

Every version does say;

“Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves”.

As Believers we are to assemble together, anytime and anywhere, but not at a church.
The believers in the New Testament met on the streets, in the market, by rivers, in fields, in homes, but never in a church.
I have had some of my best times discussing the scriptures sitting on a paint can at a job site, or leaning on the hood of a pick-up truck.

Is that not assembling?

Does assembling have to do with numbers?

Matthew 18:20… “For where two or three are, gathered in My name, there am I in the midst of them.”
You have to have at least one other person besides yourself to have an assembly. So where two or more are gathered together He is in your midst.
Will Christ be with you when you’re on your own?

Of course!
But He will be, “In your midst” when you are with others.
                                                God’s House

“How one must behave in Gods

house, which is the ecclesia
of the living God.”

                           1 Timothy 3:15

When most read that verse of scripture they will say;

“There, that proves it, God has a house and He is telling us how to behave in it!”

If you look closely at that verse and compare it with other verses (to come later) you will see what Gods house or dwelling place is. The verse always gives you the answer;

· God’s house, which is the ecclesia.
Pretty simple, the called out ones (the ecclesia) are Gods house. We the believers, the ecclesia, are Gods house, not the building down the road.
The first time you read the word church in the bible is in Matthew 16:18. 
Peter has just acknowledged that Jesus is the Christ, and Jesus said on this rock (Christ) He will build His church, (ecclesia).

Was Jesus saying that He was going to hire a contractor and have him build a building so everyone who believes in Him will have a place to go and worship Him? 

I doubt it!

Acts 17:24 says; “The God Who makes the world and all that is in it, He, the Lord inherent of heaven and earth, is not dwelling in temples made by hands.” 
We know God is everywhere, that’s a fact that is all over the scriptures, but, He dwells in believers, not in temples or churches. We are His house. He makes His home in us.

God needs no temple or church building. He doesn’t need a place set aside for His people to worship Him.

1Corintians 3:16 says; “Are you not aware that you are a temple of God and the spirit of God is making its home in you.”

We are His workmanship, He created us, and we are made by His hands (so to speak).

Why would He need a place built by us, something artificial?
Churches are built by man for man.

“But the Most High is not dwelling in what is made by hands, according as the prophet is saying; “Heaven is My throne, yet the earth is a footstool for My feet. What kind of house shall be built for Me.” Acts 7:48-49

Christ wasn’t too impressed with the temple in Jerusalem. When His disciples bragged about it He told them it would be destroyed, not one stone would be left on another. The days of the temples was soon to be over, “we” were about to be the temple of God. 

Paul was the person chosen to bring that truth to believers. 
2 Corinthians 6:16… “For you are the temple of the living God, according as God said, that I will be making My home and will be walking in then, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Christ said that those who are to worship Him must worship in spirit and truth; John 4:23.
That is why Gods spirit now dwells in the believer, so no matter where you are you can worship Him and be led in truth. You don’t need a place of worship to worship; you are the place of worship. That’s how God is operating in this administration.

God is calling out a people for Himself, a people who have put aside all the religiousness that so many other religions of the world hold onto. A people who are free from formality, there is already enough of that in our daily lives.
You don’t have to belong to a church family to be a believer.

Ephesians 2:19-22, says;

“Consequently, then, no longer are you guests and sojourners, but are fellow-citizens of the saints and belong to Gods family, being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, the capstone of the corner being Christ Jesus Himself, in Whom the entire building, being connected together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you, also are being built together for God’s dwelling place, in spirit.

As the early ecclesia grew they started to meet in each others homes.

Prisca and Aquila had meetings in their home. Romans 16:3-5, 1 Corinthians 16:19.

The believers in Laodicea met in Nympha’s home; Colossians 4:15

The believers in Colosse met in Philemon’s home; Philemon 1:2

They instructed and encouraged one another in the word. When someone was ill or needed prayer for something they gathered the elders of the ecclesia together and prayed for them. They picked qualified people to pastor and teach, to supervise and serve, none of which were paid or went to a seminar. Evangelist’s were the only ones who were to receive a wage. 1Corinthians 9:14, Luke 10:7. 
2 Timothy 2:2 say’s; “And what things you hear from me through many witnesses, these commit to faithful men, who shall be competent to teach others also.”
I know to church goers this article will at first seem offensive. 
Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 and ask yourself if you have the freedom to act the way Paul says you should when you come together. 

The last time I went to church was over twenty years ago, unless you count my nieces wedding.
We went about fifteen to twenty times it was a small congregation of around one hundred and fifty people. The last service I attended the message was so filled with error I shouted out;

“Chapter and verse”.

Half the congregation turned around and stared. No verse was given and the tradition of the denomination was kept in tact.

I came to a realization, (one that I always knew but had to see for myself) that church is a place that people go to feel good and sing. You may walk out with something, but I can pretty much assure you it will be forgotten after you have had lunch. At least that was my experience. 
When you go to church this Saturday, Sunday, Monday or Wednesday, look around and ask yourself if Jesus would come here, and approve of the place. 
Or would He come in, look around; shake a few hands and say;

“Nice place, did you build this for Me?
“Is that a picture of Me up there?”

“Comfortable seats”.

“Are those baskets you hand around used for giving out bread, or gathering money?”

“Are you bringing in enough money to pay the staff?”

“Do you have enough programs to keep the people coming?”

“Is this tax exempt?”

“Are we going out for lunch after the service to have the people that you say I say, are going to hell, wait on us?”
This is just my opinion but, I think there will be some table over turning going on.

Try this next Sunday;

· Sleep in.

· Read the scriptures.

· If you have children, read the scriptures to them, discuss the scriptures with them, and pray with them, it’s our responsibility.
· Go for a walk and smell the fresh air.
· Don’t watch televangelists, their just self serving kingdom builders.(All of them without exception)

· There are any number of things you can do, and guess what! You will still be in fellowship with God, because you are His temple and He is in you.
· Oh ya! You can assemble any or every day of the week, you’re free from religion and religious ceremonies. Galatians 4:8-11 
And remember; “Don’t forsake the assembling of yourselves!”
                                                                                                             Rick

