                                                          “Easter”
“Yet Yahweh Himself causes the 
depravity of us all to come upon
Him.”

                                Isaiah 53:6

This is the time of year that many are reminded of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, the church calls it Easter. I have never been to an Easter service so I couldn’t comment on what goes on. I do know that the word Easter isn’t found in any of the old manuscripts, so it was inserted into the KJV version to uphold tradition and a festival of the people.

The verse that Easter is found in is Acts 13:4 and that is the only mention of it in the entire Bible. Of the twenty versions of the Bible I have, the King James Version is the only one that uses the word Easter, all the rest have Passover. A casual read of the verse and verses around it would clear up any confusion as to it having no place in the Bible because at that time it is the Jews who are waiting for that time –“Easter”-  to be over before they bring Peter to trial. Ask a Jew today if they celebrate Easter, did they ever celebrate Easter, the answer is no, they do and did celebrate the festival Passover, which is the proper name. 
The word Easter has no part in Christian literature, its simply pagan. It comes from the name of the Babylonian and Assyrian goddess Ishtar, the Phoenician name of this goddess was Astarte.

I have a Webster 1828 dictionary; this is what it says about Easter;

Supposed to be from Eostre, the goddess of love or Venus of the north, in honor of whom the festival was celebrated by our pagan ancestors, in April; whence this month was called Eostermonath. Eoster is supposed by Beda and others to be the Astarte of the Sidonians. 
The church has adopted this pagan festival and put a Christian spin on it, but its roots go back to Babylon.
When I was a kid, our Easter celebration was all about the Bunny. Next to Santa and before the tooth fairy the Easter Bunny was one of the most important figures in my life. Easter was count down to candy; it was the halfway point to the ultimate candy date Halloween. The night before we would make hard boiled eggs dip them in food coloring and stick stickers of Easter bunnies and Easter chicks on them. On Easter morning we would find the basket, with the multi colored cellophane nest, loaded with candy Easter eggs, as well as chocolate Easter bunnies and giant chocolate Easter eggs. I knew nothing of a Saviour, and if I did I probably wouldn’t have cared, unless He dropped off candy.
At any rate, whatever the church or the world calls it, or does with it, doesn’t negate the fact that Christ came and accomplished all that the scriptures said He would. Just because most who call themselves believers limit the atonement to those who receive Him now and exclude those who worship the Bunny, doesn’t change the facts of which Paul had revealed to him; that all created beings will confess and bow before Christ as their Saviour because of His death and resurrection and love for all creation at their appointed time.
“That in the name of Jesus every knee should be bowing, celestial and terrestrial and subterranean, and every tongue should be acclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord, for the glory of God, the Father.”  Philippians 2:10-11
                                                            Sins gone!
“And darkness came over the

whole land till the ninth hour.”

                           Luke 23:44

I can’t imagine being whipped, beaten, spit on, have a crown made of sharp thorns pushed down around my head, mocked, and then be made to drag the object they were going to nail me to, to the place where a crowd was gathering to watch, then to be stripped naked and nailed to the post for all to see, and, to be innocent of any crime, then say;

“Father, forgive them, for they are not aware what they are doing.”
And then to have all the evils small and great that have been and will be committed by all Gods created beings, all the murders, rapes, lies, fears, sins great and small, temptations, lusts, greed, guilt, worries, not to mention the guilt of killing Gods Son come before my soul and be left there for three of the darkest hours in history while God was using me as the one that all these sins were being judged onto, to die and have no one at the time have a clue what it all meant.  Later only to have most who claim to know what it all meant lessen it by saying that what had happened only happened for a chosen few throughout history, those bright enough to accept it, and those who don’t accept it will die in the Sin that you suffered and died for.

















When Christ was crucified He was said to have become a sin offering, He literally became Sin for our sakes. 
“For the one not knowing sin, He makes to be a sin offering for our sakes that we may be becoming God’s righteousness in Him.”       2 Corinthians 5:21 

Christ has removed the one barrier that separates God’s creation from Him; Sin.
Sin is no longer an issue.

Why do you suppose Satan tried to stop Him from going to the cross?

He offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the earth after he tried and failed to get Him to commit suicide.
At Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness Satan basically said; “Listen Jesus, your weak and hungry, have something to eat and come to your senses, and since you won’t do that, climb up there and jump off, I’m sure your God will protect you, no, alright how’s about this, and this is my last offer; worship me and I will give you all the kingdoms of the earth, you won’t have to wait until your God has finished dealing with these weak humans, you can have it all now.” 
If Jesus had accepted Satan’s offer we would all just live and die. No expectation for these bodies to be whole, no justice for all the wrongs committed to man and nature, and no hope for those who are dying and those who have died. Death and Sin would always be in operation.
Jesus knew what was at stake, the restitution of all creation. 

If Satan knew that most would reject Christ, die in their sins, then end up in hell, and Jesus’ sacrifice would maybe save five percent, why not leave Him be to carry out His purpose?

According to statistics since Adam about five percent of the world’s population has been believers. That would make eight billion believers since the expulsion from the garden-if that happened six thousand years ago- as it has been estimated that there have been one hundred and sixty billion people who have lived since that time, so five percent would be eight billion.
The scriptures say that Christ made the ultimate sacrifice, and He made it for all who are unrighteous, in other words; for all of us.
“For Christ, while we are still infirm, still in accord with the era, for the sake of the irreverent died. For hardly for the sake of a just man will anyone be dying: for, the sake of a good man, perhaps someone may even be daring to die, yet God is commending this love of His to us, seeing that, while we are still sinners, Christ died for our sakes.”     Romans 5:6-8

Nothing we can do can reverse that. We are still infirm, and many are irreverent, that’s our part in the equation, and we will be that way until we die. 

That’s why Christ came, because we are infirm, helpless, irreverent, and many of us feel hopeless, it’s our default setting so God can display his love and care.

“Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the transcendence of the power may be of God and not of us.”     2 Corinthians 4:7

When I worshipped the Bunny I had no idea of my infirmity, or irreverence, I knew my weakness; candy, but time and life have a way of revealing these other unwanted yet necessary  traits, because without them Christ wouldn’t have come, and we never would realize His love for us, ever.
“Who Himself carries up our sins in His body on to the pole….and of their sins and their lawlessnesses shall I under no circumstances still be reminded. Now where there is a pardon of these, there is no longer an approach present concerned with sin.” 

1 Peter 2:24, Hebrews 10:17-18
When Jesus said; “It is accomplished!” He did it, Sin has been dealt with, and there is no longer a need for a sacrifice for Sin.

Sin can never keep any of us from the love of God, and His resurrection will keep all us from remaining in death.

With this time that the church calls Easter, remember these things; Christ has taken care of Sin for all of us, it no longer keeps us from God, and death will one day be no more.

Rick

