                                 GOD’S POWER FOR SAVATION   
                                  Part 3

The Pinnacle of all Revelation 

The book of Ephesians, and particularly the first three chapters, is often referred to as the highest revelation of truth for God’s children today, and is worthy of our sincerest appreciation. This book takes us back before the disruption (foundation, AV) of the world, to the time when we, His body, were chosen in Christ (1:4). It also takes us ahead in time to the oncoming eons, when God will be displaying the transcendent riches of His grace in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus (2:7). In Ephesians also, is the only place, in all of scripture, where the term the purpose of the eons is recorded (3:11), in which we play an integral role.

In accord with God’s purpose of the eons Paul was the chosen vessel to bring the evangel of the untraceable riches of Christ to the nations. The primary reason given was to make known to the sovereignties and the authorities among the celestials, through the ecclesia, the multifarious wisdom of God (3:7-11).  Because of His vast love for us, God has purposed to make known His wisdom, to the mighty celestial beings through the called out company of Christ’s joint body. We cannot even begin to entertain the significance of such lofty truths without a deep sense of awe. 

In this prison epistle, we learn that on believing, we are sealed with the holy spirit of promise (1:13). The seal we receive is the Father’s stamp of approval and His pledge of security against any violation. The spirit itself is testifying together with our spirit that we are children of God and enjoyers also of an allotment from God, joint enjoyers of Christ's allotment (Romans 8:16,17). We can rest assured that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord (Romans 8:39) and all He has purposed to do will indeed be done. He not only has the desire to accomplish all His will but He has the wisdom and the ability also.
Here we also discover that He rouses us together and seats us together among the celestials, in Christ Jesus (2:6), not literally but, in Him. These glories sublime had previously been concealed in God (Ephesians 3:9) until they were made known to Paul by revelation, in accord with the secret of the administration of the grace of God (3:2,3). What may be the most astonishing revelation in Ephesians, and possibly in all holy writ is this; we, His body, are the complement of the One completing the all in all (1:23). Christ is the Head and not only are we complete in Him (Colossians 2:10) but as His body we fill up or complete Him. This revelation regarding Christ and the ecclesia is so great (Ephesians 5:32) it is almost unbelievable and surely the full meaning will not be realized until we are taken to our permanent homeland in the celestials. As a confirmation Paul enlarges on this most significant revelation by stating that we will be completed for the entire complement of God” (3:19).

This glorious, doctrinal section ends with, “Now to Him Who is able to do superexcessively above all that we are requesting or apprehending, according to the power that is operating in us, to Him be the glory in the ecclesia and in Christ Jesus for all the generations of the eon of the eons! Amen!” (3:20,21). The same spirit that roused Jesus from among the dead is making its home in us (Romans 8:11).  We have this amazing treasure in humble, earthen vessels for good reason; that the transcendence of the power may be of God and not of us (2Corinthians 4:7).

God is in the process of working a work far beyond anything we could ask for or even mentally perceive, and as amazing as this may be, He is doing it in accord with the same spirit and power that is operating in us. Anticipating our great expectation in the celestials can have a dynamic impact on our lives if we get a glimpse of it. 

Let me remind you that the chapter breaks are not in the original manuscripts; man inserted them, to make reading user-friendlier. Therefore, verse 3:21, is followed by and connected to the opening phrase, of chapter four, “I am entreating you, then”. Realizing this is of special significance. This phrase and especially the word “then” connect the first three doctrinal chapters with the last three, which concentrate on behaviour. The thought Paul is conveying continues through the chapter break, without any pause, and is this: because of all the glory prepared for us who are believing, culminating in the fact that we are chosen to be completed for the entire complement of God, and because God is able to do what He said He would do, even if it is far above anything we could ask for or even greater than we can comprehend, we are entreated therefore, to walk worthily of this calling with which we were called (4:1). All that God has purposed to do in and through the body of Christ is according to the power that is now operating in us, and so also is our walking worthily according to the power that is now operating in us.
With Men This is Impossible 

It seems fitting, at this time, to borrow a phrase and share a passage referring to the salvation of national Israel. A young man approached Jesus, and sincerely asked, "Teacher, what good shall I be doing that I should be having life eonian” (Matthew 19:16)?  After a short discourse, Jesus ends His dialogue with the young man with these words, "If you are wanting to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and be giving to the poor” (:21). This was not what the young man wanted to hear and he went away sorrowful because he had many acquisitions (:22). Jesus however, continued speaking to his followers, “Yet again, I am saying to you that it is easier for a camel to be entering through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to be entering into the kingdom of God.” Now, hearing it, the disciples were tremendously astonished, saying, "Who, consequently, can be saved?”  Now, looking at them, Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, yet with God all is possible" (:24-26).

When it comes to our present salvation, we may be tempted to ask the same question, “Who then can be saved?” if it depends on faithfully retaining what Paul said, in bringing the evangel, and then walking worthily of our high calling? We must conclude that the answer is also the same, “With men this is impossible”. How can we ever walk worthily of such a high calling? And yet here we have the entreaty in black and white. 

Regardless of what it means to each of us to be a part of Christ’s complement and, for that matter, to walk worthily of our allotment, we must conclude regarding both issues that, “With God this is possible". Even though we are weak mortals, who often fall short of the ideal and miss the mark daily, with God, somehow it must be possible. We cannot ignore the numerous entreaties, of our apostle, regarding our walk, in the Lord, because we cannot perceive how they are possible. They as much as any scripture are beneficial for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness, that we may be equipped, fitted out for every good act (2Timothy 3:16,17). 

Access by Faith into Grace

Obviously, the entreaties, we have been speaking of, are only beneficial for correction and discipline in righteousness for those who are aware of them and more specifically those who actually believe them. The entreaties will not benefit those who do not believe they are for us, or those who do not believe they are even possible to obey.  In other words if we have not been given the faith to take these declarations to heart for our correction and discipline, it seems unlikely that they will be beneficial to us in regards to being fitted out for every good act. Not only is our justification realized by faith through our Lord, Jesus Christ; but through Him we also have the access, by faith, into this grace in which we stand (Romans 5:1,2).  Without faith access is impossible into this grace, which is God’s power for salvation to cause us to stand in this wicked age. 

In other words, the evangel is God's power for salvation only to those who actually believe it. In the evangel, God's righteousness is being revealed, out of Christ’s faith for our faith, according as it is written: "Now the just one by faith shall be living” (Romans 1:16,17). The righteousness of God through Jesus Christ's faith is for all but only on those who believe the evangel. Although, it is graciously granted to us to believe, faith remains the only medium that provides access into the grace in which we stand. 

Many have ears but can’t really hear because their heart is hardened. They may give mental assent to the evangel of grace but the word heard does not benefit them not having been blended together with faith in those who hear (Hebrews 4:2). Apart from faith, it is not only impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6) it is also impossible to have access into grace. This truth applies to every human being. There is no distinction for all have sinned and are wanting of the glory of God. We are justified gratuitously in His grace, through the deliverance, which is in Christ Jesus, for a special reason, to be a display of His righteousness, in this current era. God will be proven to be just because He is the Justifier of all who are of the faith of Jesus, those who are given the Jesus like faith. Where, then, is boasting? It is debarred! Through what law? Of works? No! But through faith's law (Romans 3:22-28).

Two Aspects of Truth  

“The ability of the human mind to deceive itself is one of the major enigmas in man’s checkered career, and not only able to but also desirous to. This is fact, not fancy. It is a fact that should frighten each one of us – that our love of the truth that we might be saved is not strong but a weak passion in most of us, and especially on this theme of salvation.” (Frank Neil Pohorlak, Pauline Polarized Paradoxes)

As we have previously mentioned every aspect of our salvation is of faith that it may accord with grace. Like our father Abraham we are privileged to believe in the God Who is vivifying the dead and calling what is not as if it were (Romans 4:16,17). Many of Paul’s entreaties are paradoxes expressing two aspects of the same truth. This may be one reason why there is so much controversy and deception regarding them. Listed below are a few examples taken from Mr. Poholak’s study referred to above. We dare not discard either aspect of these truths or hold to one at the expense of the other. They must be understood in their proper application.

- Paul clearly states that we have been crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20). Later in the same epistle he says those of Christ Jesus crucify the flesh together with its passions, and lusts (Galatians 5:24). The first is a fact regarding our standing in Christ. The second is something we must do, in the Lord daily, to enjoy our freedom in Christ and to please God. 

- In Christ we are a new creation (2Corinthians 5:17). In the Lord, by faith we are to put on the new humanity, which in accord with God, is being created in righteousness and benignity of the truth (Ephesians 4:24).

- We who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ (Galatians 3:27). In our daily walk we, by faith, are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and be making no provision for the lusts of the flesh (Romans 13:14).

- Christ in us and among us is our expectation of glory (Colossians 1:27), yet Paul travailed again for the Galatians for Christ to be formed in them (Galatians 4:19).

- In his first letter to the ecclesia of God, which is in Corinth, Paul told the saints they were hallowed, pronounced holy, in Christ Jesus (1Corinthians 1:2). In his second letter he exhorted them to cleanse themselves, from every pollution of flesh and spirit, completing holiness in the fear of God (2Corinthians 7:1).

- Again in his first letter he said they were in Christ Jesus and He was their righteousness (1Corinthians 1:30). In the second letter he wrote that the One (Jesus Christ) not knowing sin has been made to be a sin offering that they may be becoming God's righteousness, in Him (2Corinthians 5:21).

- In one breath Paul says we were once darkness, yet now we are light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8) and then in the next he says as children of light be walking (Ephesians 5:9) and put on the implements of light (Romans 13:12).

It is one thing to believe and hold dear the absolute truth that we died with Christ and our life is now hid together with Him in God (Colossians 3:3). It is quite another to also believe, the relative truth, that in our daily walk, in the Lord, we are to deaden our members that are on the earth: prostitution, uncleanness, passion, evil desire and greed, which is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). A big part of the enigma or mystery surrounding these truths is that comprehending who we are in Christ, through the power of the evangel, is the basis for who we are becoming, in the Lord, now. In other words, as we have been saying, the heart that truly grasps the grace involved in our salvation is overwhelmed with faith and love (1Timothy 1:9). Love, alone is able to fulfill the just requirement of the law in us who are believing.

God does not dwell in time. He sees us, as we will be when we put on immortality. He alone has determined the end from the beginning; both are as much a reality to Him as the other. He can call what is not yet a reality for us as if it were. The fact that He sees us this way, in Christ, gives us the faith to trust Him completely, knowing He will indeed accomplish it because it is already a done deal in His mind and purpose. Agreeing with God, taking Him at His word and glorying in the security of His love and wisdom causes us to get a hold of this truth and retain it. As we meditate on it, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy in us, so to speak and we walk in the spirit of it one day at a time.

Both aspects, of this truth, regarding the evangel, compliment and confirm the other and become the power of God for salvation, when they are understood in their proper context and believed. We are being justified by faith, that we may be having peace toward God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through Whom we have the access also, by faith, into this grace in which we stand, and we may be glorying in expectation of the glory of God (Romans 5:1,2). This is God’s operation in us who believe the evangel. This is the power of God at work in otherwise, weak and helpless humans. We become a display of His righteousness in this current era (Romans 3:26). We can’t begin to imagine to what extent we are on display. Paul said the apostles of his day became a theater to the world and to messengers and to men (1Corinthians 4:9). In any event, may our unbelief not limit God, Who is operating in us to will as well as to work for the sake of His delight (Philippians 2:13)

Perceived Objections

The reason many do not believe, the clear declarations of scripture, is because they have been taught contrary doctrines. The most dangerous teachings are often not the ones furthest from the truth but those, which are very near the truth, or a part truth and are disguised as the whole truth, for today. Let us examine, a few of the more common passages that influence the saints to believe it is impossible to walk worthily of the Lord and our high calling. The scriptural truths often referred to are, “ we are justified by the faith of Christ and not by works of law, seeing that by works of law shall no flesh at all be justified" (Galatians 2:16), and we are justified gratuitously in His grace (Romans 3:24). Another fact is that Paul, himself, never obtained the resurrection life he was so earnestly grasping for, nor did he reach perfection (Philippians 3:12). 

Based on the fact that we are justified or constituted righteous without any cause or merit due to our part and without any consideration of our walk, and other similar verses, some jump to the conclusion that our walk is completely the Lord’s undertaking. We are told that we can do whatever we want and are not to concern ourselves over walking worthily. We emphatically agree with the verses just quoted but I’m afraid the reasoning, that follows, is faulty at best, and just “smoke and mirrors”, at the worst. Like a circus magician, the adversary has tricked some, albeit sincere saints, into believing a lie. Justification is not a pair of glasses that God puts on, so that we, His children, can give ourselves over to fleshly lusts and passions and yet all along appear to Him to be walking in spirit. If we carry this idea to an extreme, it would be like saying that a man, who is in Christ, can abuse his wife and God will be observing him as if he tenderly loved her. This is a very naive concept. There must be more to justification than this.

We can’t argue with the verses confirming that justification is as free as the air we breathe but to conclude, therefore that it is impossible to walk in a manner that is pleasing to God is simply wrong. This conclusion is based on a false premise. The real argument, in scripture, is between, how we are justified; is it by the faith of Christ or by works of law? We repeat, that we agree we are justified gratuitously by the faith of Christ and not by anything we should or can do. The false premise is that the state of being justified in Christ (Galatians 2:17) or being constituted righteous, is synonymous with walking worthily of the Lord for all pleasing, and with bearing fruit in every good work, and with being endued with all power, in accord with the might of His glory, for all endurance and patience with joy (Colossians 1:10,11). Our walk is on the earth, in the Lord, and our justification is our position in Christ. At the end of the list, in the Colossian prayer above, regarding our walk, we read the phrase, growing in the realization of God. Is growing in the realization of God the same thing as being constituted righteous by the faith of Christ? Of course not, neither is walking worthily, bearing fruit, pleasing the Lord or being endued with all power.

We readily identify the legalist’s error in believing that being constituted righteous is the result or the effect of working or walking worthily. Under law a person is only just if he obeys every commandment. Saul of Tarsus, was a model Pharisee. He was well on the road to becoming blameless, according to the law, however ne never quite made it. He well knew that, under law, strict obedience must come first and then one may obtain a right standing. Under grace it is just the opposite. Through believing the evangel of the grace of God we come to the realization that we are constituted righteous by the faith of Christ. As we grow in the realization, of this truth, and walk in the light of it we are changed by it. Under grace the right standing, in Christ, has come first and then walking accordingly follows.

Paul Never Reached Perfection     

Further, we have no quarrel with the objection that Paul never reached the ideal or obtained perfection. However, he is still our pattern and we are to imitate him according as he also did Christ (1Corinthians 11:1). We are to fully follow him in his teaching, motive, purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions and sufferings (2Timothy 3:10,11).  Although, Paul never obtained perfection, did he not walk worthily of the Lord? He absolutely did! He deemed all to be a forfeit because of the superiority of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, his Lord. He not only forfeited all to gain Christ but he deemed everything else refuse, compared to knowing Christ, and being found in Him. He forfeited his own righteousness, which is of law that he could gain, through the faith of Christ, the righteousness, which is from God for faith (Philippians 3:8,9). 

To summarize the matter we could say Paul by faith cheerfully submitted his whole heart and life to the Lord Jesus Christ, his Master. God is after our hearts, also. His love will not let Him rest until He wins every heart in the world. At the consummation He will be All in all, everything to everybody. At this time, He desires to be something special in us, who are members of the body of Christ. Forfeiting anything and everything to know Him will never disappoint us. On the contrary, in Him all our heart’s desires are fulfilled. It is our logical divine service to present our bodies a sacrifice, living, holy, well pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). This is as natural as breathing when our heart, the core of our spiritual being, is submitted to Christ, in spirit. This is impossible in the flesh. Only, in spirit, through the power of God’s evangel of grace can we really live for the One dying and being roused for our sakes (2Corinthians 5:15). The Father craves our response of love and is seeking such to be worshiping Him. God is spirit, and those who are worshiping Him must be worshiping in spirit and truth (John 4:23,24).

Can We Do Whatever We Want? 

Another objection may be that nothing is now condemnation to those in Christ Jesus, (Romans 8:1) for all is allowed us, (1Corinthians 6:12) who are not under law but under grace (Galatians 5:18). These statements provide truth but not the whole truth and must be considered in the context they were given. These statements “All is allowed” and “Nothing is now condemnation” and “We are not under law but under grace” have been mistakenly elevated to the status of absolute truth for every believer in any circumstance. They have been repeatedly heralded, like a religious mantra, so much so, that many saints accept them as such without question. If we will honestly examine them in their context it will become apparent that they are indeed relative truths, subject to particular circumstances and further light. 

Paul informed us that if we walk in spirit under no circumstances should we be consummating the lust of the flesh. He went on to explain that the flesh is lusting against the spirit, yet the spirit against the flesh. Then he clarifies the point he is making by saying that the flesh and the spirit are opposing one another, lest we should be doing whatever we may want (Galatians 5:16,17). He does not conclude, because we are not under law, and all is allowed us we therefore can do whatever we want. He says the opposite. The flesh and the spirit are opposing one another lest we should be doing whatever we want. 

The statement, “we are not under law but under grace”, can itself be misleading and must also be examined in its context. In the very next verse Paul verifies those who are not under law; it is those who are led by spirit (:18). He continues by listing many works of the flesh. He confirms that we cannot do what ever we want by when he states that those committing such things shall not be enjoying the allotment of the kingdom of God (:21). Or are you not aware that your body is a temple of the holy spirit in you, which you have from God, and you are not your own? For you are bought with a price. By all means glorify God in your body (1Corinthians 6:19,20).

We find a second witness to the fact that the unjust shall not be enjoying the allotment of God's kingdom together with the very objection, “all is allowed us”. If we examine the verses before and after this objection in, 1Corinthians 6:9-12, it will shed light on the confusion. Immediately preceding, “all is allowed me”, is a warning not to be deceived and then a list of the type of people who shall not be enjoying the allotment of God's kingdom. Included in the list are, thieves, the greedy, drunkards and revilers. Some of us were these, but we are bathed off and now hallowed or pronounced holy and justified in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the spirit of our God. 

In this passage Paul uses the phrase “All is allowed me” twice in a row. Again in 1Corinthians 10:23 he states the same phrase two more times. In all four cases immediately following “all is allowed me” is the same word “but”. The three statements, one repeated for emphasis, are so simple a child can understand. All is allowed me BUT all is not expedient, all is allowed me BUT I will not be put under its authority by anything, all is allowed me, BUT not all is edifying. 

I suppose, for the child of God who is not concerned about doing that which delights the heart of God, that which is expedient and edifying, all is allowed him or her, in any circumstance, at any time. I speak as a fool! I realize all is allowed us in respect to the fact that we cannot out sin grace and even when we do sin there is no condemnation. It is however foolish and harmful to put ourselves under the authority of anything that will jeopardize our present enjoyment of God’s kingdom, His righteousness in us and our peace and joy in holy spirit (Romans 14:17). 

Besides, it is not just a matter of enjoying our allotment now. All of us must be manifested in front of the dais of Christ, that each of us should be requited for that which we put into practice through the body, whether good or bad. Being aware, then, of the fear of the Lord, we are persuading men (2Corinthians 5:10,11). It should be obvious that Paul was not advocating we persuade men to do what ever they want because they are under grace. The context is in the form of a warning; being aware of the fear of the Lord and realizing we will be compensated not only for our good but also for our bad practices.

We are not Under Law but Under Grace

In conjunction with the fact therefore, that only those who are led by the spirit are not under law, it follows that the law still applies to and is necessary for the unjust, the greedy and those who revile or wound with their words. Paul confirms that the law itself is ideal if ever anyone is using it lawfully, being aware that law is not laid down for the just; it is for the lawless and insubordinate, the irreverent and sinners. The list of those who still need the law continues to include those who, in anything are opposing the sound teaching that is in accord with the evangel of the glory of the happy God, with which Paul was entrusted (1Timothy 1:8-11). Those who are not led by the spirit are those who are not retaining what Paul said in bringing the evangel and are not in experience remaining under grace; their faith is feigned and they still require law to show them what is just and good. When we are walking in spirit and loving our associate as ourselves our actions far surpass the requirement of the law for love will not do any harm to his neighbour. This is the logical reason why we do not need law; in spirit, we are already marching to the beat of a much higher drum than law.

The book of Colossians is written to the saints and believing brethren in Christ in Colosse (Colossians 1:2).  Paul exhorts these saints to do all, whatever they may be doing, as work from the soul, as unto the Lord and not to men. Once again the issue is that from the Lord they will be getting the compensation of the enjoyment of an allotment: for the Lord Christ are they slaving. Once again, also Paul adds to this exhortation that he who is injuring shall be requited for that which he injures, and there is no partiality (Colossians 3:23-25). The context is our present walk, here on earth. We must therefore conclude, at least in part, the retribution we can expect when we injure one another is the forfeiting of the enjoyment of our allotment here and now; this would include the joy of our daily salvation, along with our peace and righteousness in holy spirit (Romans 14:17).

Nothing is now Condemnation

Let us now consider the context of the statement “nothing is now condemnation to those in Christ Jesus”, which we have identified as another common objection. The verses leading up to this statement in Romans chapter eight, verse one, is Paul’s long converse in Romans 7, which ends with, “A wretched man am I! What will rescue me out of this body of death? Grace! I thank God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Consequently, then, I myself, with the mind, indeed, am slaving for God's law, yet with the flesh for Sin's law” (Romans 7:24). 

The whole solution to the dilemma of fulfilling the just requirement of law is grace. Once this is established we then find the glorious truth in question that is often taken out of context, “Nothing, consequently, is now condemnation to those in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). We must not stop reading here. We must go on to discover how grace rescues us, how it succeeds where law failed. The second part of the verse informs us how grace conquers and removes all condemnation for us.  It is by not walking according to flesh, but according to spirit. It is the spirit's law of life in Christ Jesus that frees us from the law of sin and death. For what was impossible to the law, in which it was infirm through the flesh, did God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sin's flesh and concerning sin, He condemns sin in the flesh that the just requirement of the law may be fulfilled in us who are not walking according to flesh, but according to spirit (:2-4). The just requirement of the law will not and cannot be fulfilled in us, simply by virtue of our high calling in Christ, if we continue walking according to the flesh. 

It is simply wrong to conclude that we can do whatever we want, walking in the flesh, fulfilling the passions of the flesh because all is allowed us and assume there will be no condemnation for us. Paul made it clear there is no condemnation for those not walking according to the flesh but according to the spirit. Christ dwells in our hearts by faith (Ephesians 3:17) and our heart, first and foremost, desires to please Him not to do whatever the flesh wants. It is impossible to be filled with spirit while fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.

We have been set free from obeying the lusts and passions of the flesh. All the flesh desires is vanity and our heart will not allow us to be put under the authority of anything except Jesus Christ, our Master, the one Who bought us with His own blood. As our desire grows, to be led by the spirit, we naturally avoid that which is not expedient and that which does not edify. We willingly submit our heart to the teaching we have been given over to. Our hearts are now cheerful slaves to Obedience through the power of the evangel, in grace, through faith. 
The conflict Between Grace and Law

Besides the confusion surrounding the objections just discussed there is also confusion regarding the conflict between law and grace. Any student who studies the whole Bible should easily observe that many of the exhortations of Paul are similar to the precepts of the law and Jewish writings of scripture. The law itself can be summed up in loving God with your whole heart and your associate as yourself (Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:14). This is exactly, what the power of God’s grace accomplishes in us. The contrast is not in the goals of the law and the evangel of grace and definitely there is no conflict in how seriously one should take their particular calling and message. 

As members of Christ’s body, if anyone was called having already been circumcised, it is common sense not to be de-circumcised. If anyone was called in uncircumcision, there is no advantage to circumcise because Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing. Each one in the calling in which he was called, in this let him be remaining. What is important for all of us is the keeping of the precepts of God (1Corinthians 7:17-20).

We cannot escape the reality that God will be paying each and every human in accord with his acts Jews, Greeks, believers and unbelievers (Romans 2:6,9). Referring to all mankind, the Lord has said that every knee shall bow and every tongue will acclaim God and also that each of us will give an account concerning ourselves to God (Romans 14:11,12). There is no partiality with God, for whoever sinned without the law, without law also shall perish, and whoever sinned in law, through law will be judged.  For not the listeners to law are just with God, but the doers of law shall be justified. For whenever they of the nations that have no law, by nature may be doing that which the law demands, these, having no law, are a law to themselves, who are displaying the action of the law written in their hearts, their conscience, also accusing or defending them (Romans 2:11-15).

Commandments are also Promises

Under law, all the so called commandments given to Israel were really promises, assuring them that when God gave them a new heart and wrote His laws on their heart then they would be able to do all He commanded them to do. The first and foremost precept they were to attentively hearken to is this, “There is only One God and you are to love Him with all your heart and with all your soul and intensity”. All the words, which God through Moses, instructed them they were to repeat to their sons, and speak of them when they sat in their house, when they walked on the road, when they lay down and when they arose again. They were to tie them for a sign on their hand, and keep them in front of their eyes, writing them on the jambs of their house and gateposts (Deuteronomy 6:5-9).

These words to Israel are very similar to our instructions to retain the words of the evangel (1Corinthians 15:2). It will be helpful for us, to accept by faith Paul’s entreaties as promises also. In the Lord, we are able to meditate on these things, so much so that we can, “In these be”. In other words, we can station ourselves under them. We can let the word get into us and we can get into the word and live in it. When our lives become a living expression of the evangel our progress will be apparent to all.  Therefore, we attend to ourselves and to the teaching. We persist in them, for in doing this we are further promised that we will save ourselves as well as those hearing us (1Timothy 4:15,16). We cannot save ourselves from sin; Christ has already done this for us, and for all mankind. We can, however save ourselves a lot of grief by being able to stand up to the stratagems of the enemy. We are not ignorant of the things Satan apprehends knowing he will take advantage of us anyway he can (2Corinthians 2:11).

The glaring and glorious contrast, for us in this era, is in the weakness of the flesh and the failure of law to justify versus the power of the evangel of the grace of God to save us and to empower us to fulfil the just requirement of the law, in spirit. This is the whole point. What was impossible to the law, God did through sending His own Son. The pursuit of our heart is to know Him. To turn our full attention to this one thing is to get a hold of eonian life and under no circumstances, as we walk with Him, in spirit, will we consummate the lusts of the flesh (Galatians 5:16). The flesh and the spirit are opposed to one another (:17). The good news is that by faith we are to reckon ourselves dead to Sin, yet alive to God in Christ (Romans 6:11)

The evangel of grace alone has the power to overwhelm with faith and love. Obeying from the heart, the teachings regarding this good news, is God’s prescribed way to fulfill the just requirement of the law. When the heart submits, the walking in spirit follows as does the presenting of our bodies a sacrifice, living, holy, well pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). No longer slaves of Sin for death, we are free to be slaves of Obedience for righteousness. Now that we are freed from Sin we are now enslaved to Righteousness. Even as we once presented our members as slaves to Uncleanness and to Lawlessness for lawlessness, now we are empowered to present our members as slaves to Righteousness for holiness. Being freed from Sin, yet enslaved to God, we have our fruit for holiness (Romans 6:16-22). 

Listening is Obeying

When considering, as we have been, the word of the Lord through Paul, we must agree with Peter that some sayings are hard to apprehend (2Peter 3:16). Although, this is true, Paul also gave many clear declarations of Christ that a child can understand. It is not so much a matter of the comprehension, of the mind; it is more a matter of obedience, of the heart. The reason anyone walks, in the vanity of their mind, their comprehension being darkened and being estranged from the life of God is because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the callousness of their hearts (Ephesians 4:17,18). 

It is primarily a heart issue we are speaking of and the Scripture repays those who misuse it with the inability to love the truth found therein. Notice the progression; a hardened or stubborn heart brings the ignorance of a darkened comprehension and estrangement, from the life of God. When we refuse to love the truth revealed to us the progressive decline begins. Considering where it will end reveals the seriousness of the matter. At the unveiling of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His powerful messengers, in flaming fire, He will deal out vengeance to those who are not acquainted with God and to those who are not obeying the evangel of our Lord Jesus Christ. They all shall incur the justice of eonian extermination from the face of the Lord, and from the glory of His strength when He comes to be glorified in His saints and to be marvelled at in all who believe (2Thessalonians 1:7-10). In these verses it must be noted that those who escape God’s vengeance are those who believe the evangel. Those who do not escape are those who do not obey the evangel. It is strongly inferred that believing and obeying the evangel are therefore synonymous. 

The truth regarding the decline that occurs when truth is rejected is revealed also in Paul’s prayer for the ecclesia at Philippi, although, here the progression in reverse; it is upward not down.  Paul says, “this I am praying, that your love may be superabounding still more and more in realization and all sensibility, for you to be testing what things are of consequence, that you may be sincere and no stumbling block for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that is through Jesus Christ for the glory and laud of God (Philippians 1:9-11). 

When love abounds for truth and for one another in a softened and broken heart a realization of God, and specifically His grace and His will, is the result. Further a sensibility and an ability to test things of consequence is followed by sincerity. The end result is that we will not be a stumbling block for the day of Christ. He will be glorified in us and we will be filled, with the fruit of righteousness that is through Jesus Christ. 

The opposite to being a slave of Sin is obeying from the heart the type of teaching to which we were given over (Romans 6:17). “To obey is to listen carefully so the message heard comes across to us and affects us. If God’s word to us were a matter of law, our obedience would involve, first and foremost, paying careful attention to its instructions, and then carrying them out. But the word God gives is not a word of law; it is an evangel of grace, and grace is JOY. This message does not tell us what we are to do, but what God has done and shall do for us through Christ. Obedience to this message is a matter of earnest listening”. (Dean Hough, Unsearchable Riches Magazine, vol. 104, pg.33)

On the next page Dean continued with this, “We are to be declaring the evangel that Christ died for us while we are still sinners, and that we are identified with Him in His death, and shall be living to God as Christ is living to God, not being ignorant of such grace but be believing it, perceiving it, taking it all into account and stationing ourselves in mind and heart before God as He speaks to us of this word of gratuitous grace (Romans 6:1-13).” 

Hearkening to the evangel is not, as some assume, submitting to the law. Attempting to obey law requires a concentrating on self. Loving the truth of the evangel of God’s grace and retaining it is a constant looking to God and what He has accomplished for us and even now is operating through us. The fact that we miss the mark daily is a given and although we don’t take it lightly, it should not overly surprise us or discourage us. Our failures should however be a constant wake up call and reminder of our own helplessness and dependency on His grace. The weakness of our flesh should fill our hearts with thankfulness to God for His indescribable gratuity (2Corinthians 9:15)! 

By taking Paul’s entreaties seriously and by desiring to please God we are not therefore concluding that we can do any good thing in our own strength. On the contrary, we who long to live for the One Who gave His life for us are ever mindful of what was accomplished through the cross of Christ. Our failures only cause our love for the truth to grow. To love the truth, when it exposes us for what we are, is possibly more than at any other time, to be obeying from the heart the type of teaching we were given to. 

Be Walking in Them

We are convinced that every step in the process, including our perceived failures and successes, are all part of God’s operation, working in and through us. It is not coincidence that immediately following the main text, we started with, “in grace, through faith, are you saved, and this is not out of you; it is God's approach present, not of works, lest anyone should be boasting" we read the following, “For His achievement are we, being created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God makes ready beforehand, that we should be walking in them" (Ephesians 2:8-10). God has prepared good works beforehand for one reason; that we should be walking in them.

By faith then we are walking, guarding the ideal thing committed to us, through the holy spirit which is making its home in us (2Timothy 1:14), enjoying this great salvation, being continually comforted by the love of God that has been poured into our hearts, by His spirit (Romans 5:5). Our awareness of His love and our growing realization that we are called according to His purpose creates a deep desire in us to please Him and to know what the good works are that He has prepared beforehand and we can even glory in the anticipation of walking in them. Walking worthily is simply walking in the good works God has prepared for us beforehand. 

In the Lord, where we now live, we are by no means still walking according as those of the nations. We now walk in spirit, not in the vanity of our mind. We are not estranged from the life of God because our comprehension is no longer darkened.  The illumination of His evangel has removed the ignorance that was once in us. Through this process our hearts may have been broken many times but they have also been softened, and now are rooted and grounded in His love.
We who were once estranged and enemies in comprehension, by our wicked acts, He has reconciled, through His death, to present us holy and flawless, unimpeachable in His sight, since surely we are persisting in the faith, grounded and settled and are not being removed from the expectation of the evangel (Colossians 1:21-23). Notice the development; we are no longer enemies, we enjoy peace with God, through the death of His Son, we are now set apart and flawless in His sight, since surely we are persisting in the faith and not being removed from the expectation of the evangel. Attempting to live for God while denying the truth of the evangel is merely to have an outward form of devoutness, yet denying its power (2Timothy 3:5). 

Where sin Increases, Grace Superexceed

One final truth that seems confusing to some saints is the fact that where sin increases, grace does superexceed (Romans 5:20). No argument here with this fact! But how does grace superexceed? The answer is not far to be found; Paul gives it in the next verse when he says that, even as Sin reigns in death, thus Grace also should be reigning through righteousness, for life eonian, through Jesus Christ, our Lord (:21). In case there is still doubt he reinforces what he meant by asking a question, “What, then, shall we declare? That we may be persisting in sin that grace should be increasing?” He then quickly answers his own question with his familiar phrase “May it not be coming to that!” He goes on and asks another question that this time warrants no answer, “We, who died to sin, how shall we still be living in it” (Romans 6:1,2)? May I add, why would a mature child of God, want to be persisting in sin? Grace does not reign through our persisting in sin but through righteousness.

The primary element of the evangel is the fact that Christ died for our sakes. God is rich in mercy, because of His vast love with which He loves us (Ephesians 2:4). His love is thus that He gives His only-begotten Son (John 3:16). Because He first loves us (1John 4:19), we respond in love by listening and obeying from the heart. The love of Christ in us is the constraining power, judging this, that, if One died for the sake of all, consequently all died. And He died for the sake of all that we who are living should by no means still be living to ourselves, but to the One dying and being roused for our sakes (2Corinthians 5:14,15). Daily as we open our heart to His love we enjoy an intimate relationship with Him and the One dying for us, now lives through us for the laud of the glory of His grace. 

Fulfilling the Just Requirement of the Law 

Some of us have spent countless hours and much energy studying and debating these doctrines. At the end of the day we still must sincerely face the question, “Is the just requirement of the law being fulfilled in the saints of God who are walking in accord with spirit”?  We must come to the conclusion, based on the writings of Paul, that the answer to this question is an emphatic yes. This being true, then we must move on from there to grow in the realization of God by walking. There is only so much we can learn by studying, writing and talking. To understand some truth we must experience it.

It took some of us years and much pain to realize that we will never be constituted righteous by works of law. This revelation is only the beginning to fulfilling the just requirement of the law. Whoever, are baptized into Christ, put on Christ (Galatians 3:27). If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: the primitive passed by. Lo! there has come new! (2Corinthians 5:17). In Christ we are complete and need naught to fit us for the Father’s presence (CLV Commentary on Colossians 2:10, pg.302).

We have gained Christ and are now found in Him; we now enjoy access by faith into God’s righteousness, not our own righteousness, which is of law but righteousness through the faith of Christ and this is all we need (Philippians 3:8,9).  Now that we are no longer ignorant of this fact, we see no value in going back to attempt to establish our own righteousness but instead we are free to be subject to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the consummation of law for righteousness to everyone who is believing (Romans 10:3,4). As, then, we accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, let us together be walking in Him (Colossians 2:6).

In Christ everything is new. By obeying from the heart the teaching we were given over, we are freed from the master of Sin to be enslaved to Righteousness (Romans 6:17,18). By living in spirit, those of Christ Jesus crucify the flesh together with its passions, and lusts and in spirit observe the elements also (Galatians 5:24,25) and thereby fulfill the law in spirit. God is not looking for perfection in the flesh. He is looking for a contrite and a clean heart with pure motives. He is after our heart!

Paul’s ultimate goal in life was to somehow attain to resurrection life in his present experience. He admitted that he hadn’t obtained it, yet he never stopped pursuing it, grasping for that which he had been grasped also by Christ Jesus. All his shortcomings and failures of the past he left behind in order to concentrate fully on stretching out to the goal for the prize of God's calling above in Christ Jesus. His word to us, who are mature, is to be disposed to this, also.  However, if anyone is disposed differently, it is God Who must reveal it to them (Philippians 3:8-15). 

As Paul neared the end of his life, he wrote, “I have contended the ideal contest. I have finished my career. I have kept the faith” (2Timothy 4:7). We must conclude that Paul indeed, was found in Him and fulfilled the just requirement of the law, by walking in spirit. If the apostle Paul walked worthily of the Lord and he is our pattern, we must also conclude that this is indeed the will of God for us also who are the called, we who were designated beforehand according to the purpose of the One Who is operating all in accord with the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11).

Transformed into His Image

God is working all in accord with the counsel of His will and He is working all together for our good; He is the First Cause of all; our action is only possible and in response to His love and operation in us. Obeying the evangel, from the heart, we are submitting our will to Christ, Who has taken His abode in us and thereby the secondary cause of effecting our salvation and that of putting on Christ is fulfilled in us, by faith. By stripping off the old humanity, together with its practices, and putting on the young or the new creation, which we are in Christ, is being renewed into recognition; to accord with the Image of the One Who creates it (Col 3:9,10). This process of believing and walking is what transforms us into His image, from glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the spirit (2Corinthians 3:16,17).

We need to stop worrying about law! The problem is not and never was the law. The problem is with the flesh. The law, indeed, is holy, and the precept holy and just and good (Romans 7:12). But what was impossible to the law, in which it was infirm through the flesh, God did, sending His own Son in the likeness of sin's flesh and concerning sin, He condemns sin in the flesh, that the just requirement of the law may be fulfilled in us, who are not walking in accord with flesh, but in accord with spirit (Romans 8:3,4). 

Though we may never obtain perfection, like Paul, may we, by His grace, press on, deeming everything refuse to know Him and walk in the fellowship of His sufferings, conforming to His death, pursuing the goal for the prize, each day, fervently disposed to getting hold of eonian life that we may know the only true God, and Jesus Christ the One He did commission (John 17:3). “To know Christ is to be made like Him. It is in beholding the image that we are changed into it, transformed by what we love.” (Elizabeth Elliot, The Liberty of Obedience)

May God grant us the grace to take up challenge to be contenders in this ideal contest of the faith! This is what we were called to do (1Timothy 6:12). This is our heart’s desire. This is walking in a worthily manner and this is pleasing to our Lord. This is how grace reigns in our life and the only way to bear fruit in every good work. Now may the God of expectation be filling us with all joy and peace in believing, for us to be super-abounding in expectation, in the power of holy spirit (Romans 15:13).

                                             To be continued  
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