                                        God’s Power for Salvation

                                                       Part 4

Except Through law, Sin is Not Known

As we previously mentioned, the precepts of the law, given to Israel, were not commandments that God expected His people to actually be able to fulfill. As the Creator of all and the Knower of all, He is well aware of the weakness of the flesh. He had no delusions about His children’s ability, or should we say, their inability to follow through with their pledge to obey all that He had commanded them, although they promised they would. 

In spite of Israel’s failure to keep their end of the agreement, and in spite of God’s foreknowledge of this fact, the precepts were given to them for good reason and did serve God’s intended purpose. The law clearly revealed God’s righteousness, His hatred for sin and it also exposed man’s total weakness through the flesh. Except through law, sin is not known (Romans 7:7). The law was given that the sin might become exceeding sinful through the command (:13, Young’s Literal). When it comes to being righteous, all mankind, even His chosen race is utterly helpless in himself and wholly dependent on the grace of God.

However, this is not the end of the story. The laws given so long ago have not been discarded or forgotten. They are also promises of what God will accomplish in the future. God is not done with Israel, which is evident by His word spoken through Moses, “As for you, you shall become Mine, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6), and the same promise was confirmed through the apostle Peter, 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a procured people, so that you will be recounting the virtues of Him Who calls you” (1Peter 2:9). The day is coming, when God will take away their stony heart, and gives them a new heart and will write His laws on their heart. Then and only then will they be able to obey the precepts, from the heart, starting with the greatest and foremost one of all, to be loving the Lord their God with their whole heart, whole soul, and with their whole comprehension and the second, to be loving their associate as themselves (Matthew 22:37-39). It is at that time they will not murder, or commit adultery, or steal, or covet etc (Exodus 20:13-17).  

Paul’s Entreaties are also Promises

By faith, we must approach Paul’s entreaties in a similar manner. He is not the God of the Jews only. He is of the nations also. God is One, Who will be justifying the Circumcision out of faith and the Uncircumcision through faith. Are we, then, nullifying law through faith? May it not be coming to that! Nay, we are sustaining law (cf. Romans 3:29-31). Many saints stumble with how we can sustain the law in grace, through faith, without concentrating on the precepts and working diligently to keep them? Only in the evangel of the grace of God do we find the happy clue; through the death of Christ on the cross the law of precepts in decrees is nullified and we are reconciled (cf. Ephesians 2:15,16). 

Being entombed together with Him in baptism, in Whom we were roused together also through faith in the operation of God, Who rouses Him from among the dead, we also being dead to the offenses and the uncircumcision of our flesh, He vivifies us together jointly with Him, dealing graciously with all our offenses, and has

erased the handwriting of the decrees against us, which was hostile to us, and has taken it away out of the midst, nailing it to the cross (Colossians 2:12-14). 

Figuratively speaking, when Christ died, we died with Him and when He was roused we were roused with Him. This is more than a doctrine. These words are the inspired declaration of God; by faith, they are spirit and life to the saints of God, regardless of on what level our mind can comprehend them. We are now dead to our offenses and made alive to Christ. The decrees that were hostile to us, He took with Him, to the cross when He died. We are exempted from the law for a reason. Not for us to have a few years of fleeting fun in the flesh but for us to be slaving in newness of spirit and not in oldness of letter (Romans 7:6). For the letter is killing, yet the spirit is vivifying (2Corinthians 3:6). Being made alive in the spirit is man’s crowning glory and far excels any temporary enjoyment the flesh has to offer.

If, then, you died together with Christ from the elements of the world [refers to the Mosaic system, CV Keyword, pg 87] why, as living in the world, are you subject to decrees: You should not be touching, nor yet tasting, nor yet coming into contact, (which things are all for corruption from use), in accord with the directions and teachings of men? which are (having, indeed, an expression of wisdom in a willful ritual and humility and asceticism) not of any value toward the surfeiting of the flesh (Colossians 2:20-23). The fact that the majority of Christendom willfully submits to their pet decrees and rituals, thinking they are wise in doing so, is no proof that there is any value in it. When it comes to curbing the desires of the flesh, at best they can only produce an outward appearance or facade. Image seems to have been a snare to the religious since the beginning of religion. Beware of doing your good actions in the sight of men, in order to attract their gaze; if you do, there is no reward for you with your Father who is in Heaven. When you give in charity, never blow a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and streets in order that their praises may be sung by men. I solemnly tell you that they already have their reward. (.Matthew 6:1,2).

Regardless of how sincere one may be, the many rituals and ceremonies will not and cannot accomplish what they promise. They are an empty, endless, exercise in futility. In fact, all these outward props are a distraction and actually draw more attention to the flesh. We, instead, are to reckon the old man dead and the new man alive to Christ, in spirit. 

We, who are not walking in accord with flesh, but in accord with spirit, are promised that the just requirement of the law is being fulfilled in us  (Romans 8:4). We sustain law through walking in spirit not through following the precepts in decrees. We must see the world of difference in these opposing operations or we will be ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of God’s truth for us. We owe no man anything, except to be loving one another, for he who is loving another has fulfilled law (Romans 13:8). For the entire law is fulfilled in one word, in this: "You shall love your associate as yourself" (Galatians 5:14). God is love! To Him be the glory for the eons!

We were chosen in Christ before the disruption of the world to be holy and flawless in His sight (Ephesians 1:4). Therefore holy and flawless we shall be. How is this possible? Paul’s inspired; Colossian prayer sheds light on this secret. He prayed that the saints may be filled full with the realization of God’s will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord for all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing in the realization of God; being endued with all power, in accord with the might of His glory, for all endurance and patience with joy. At the same time giving thanks to the Father, Who makes us competent for a part of the allotment of the saints, in light (Colossians 1:9-12). God, Who is love (1John 4:8), is the One, Who makes us competent. His vast love for us, poured into our hearts is the only power able to cause us to walk worthily of the calling with which we were called (Ephesians 4:1). 

The change in us may not be evident outwardly to those around us. But we believe that it is not only possible for us to walk worthily of God’s calling but also that we are being made competent to do so. This expectation and all we believe must be based on His declarations not on what we can see with our natural eyes. Expectation, being observed, is not expectation (Romans 8:24). His just ones have always walked by faith and have always been saved through faith. Faith is an assumption of what is being expected, a conviction concerning matters, which are not being observed (Hebrews 11:1). We are in the process of becoming blameless children of God, flawless, in the midst of a generation crooked among whom we are appearing as luminaries in the world (Philippians 2:15). In grace through faith we are daily stripping off the old humanity together with its practices, and putting on the young assured that the new humanity is being renewed into recognition, through us, to accord with the Image of the One Who creates it (Colossians 3:9,10).

Cause and Effect

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Supreme Deity, is the “First Cause” of all and He is the One, Who is operating all in accord with the counsel of own His will (Ephesians 1:11). No one gives to Him first, seeing that out of Him and through Him and for Him is all (Romans 11:35,36). Behind the scenes, God is working all together for the good of those who love God, those who are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). The effect of His workings is manifested in many different ways throughout His vast universe. God’s operation of grace, reigning in His saints, is not only according to His will but also for the sake of His delight (Philippians 2:13). It brings Him great pleasure to live and move in His children. He is the invisible, unseen cause behind the outward, visible effect of us walking in the worthily manner of walking in love.  We can have confidence that He, Who has undertaken this good work among us, will be performing it until the day of Jesus Christ (1:6). Being true, in love we should be making all grow into Him, Who is the Head - Christ (Ephesians 4:15).  He has promised and He will accomplish it.

The elements of the Greek word translated promise are ON-MESSAGE. Promise is to profess a course of conduct. (CLV keyword Concordance, pg.233) The joy of our salvation today and the glorious expectation of something better tomorrow are both grounded “on the message”. The message is God’s power for salvation. The good news of the grace of God cannot fail. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Who is being heralded among us became not "Yes and "No, but in Him has become "Yes." Whatever promises are of God, are in Him "Yes.” Wherefore through Him also is the "Amen” to God, for glory, through us. Now He Who is confirming us together with you in Christ, and anoints us, is God, Who also seals us and is giving the earnest [or pledge] of the spirit in our hearts (2Corinthians 1:19-22). 

“God’s promises are not like those of His servants, but are always confirmed in Christ. He is not only able to carry out His will, but His promises are made with a full knowledge of all conditions such as might arise to change the course of one of His servants. They [His servants] are fallible, He is infallible . . . We are anointed with the spirit, as Christ, the Annointed, was at His baptism. This qualifies us for service. The seal is the sign of possession. We belong to God. The earnest is that small installment of the spirit, which we have received, which is the pledge of its fullness in the day of deliverance. (CLV Commentary, pg. 267, 268)

We have His spirit within and we have His word without, as our guide. By becoming acquainted with the sacred scriptures we are made wise for salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus. Now thanks be to God that we were slaves of Sin, yet we obey from the heart the type of teaching to which we were given over. Now, being freed from Sin, we are enslaved to Righteousness (Rom 6:17,18). This promise is the word of the Lord to us who receive it and believe it.

Although, like our apostle, we are not yet perfect, we know from experience, that from the day on which we hear and realized the grace of God in truth, from that day we have been bearing fruit and growing, according to the measure of faith given to each one us. May God grant us the grace, through faith, to make the Colossian prayer our personal desire? If we are very quiet we will be able to hear the still small voice inside. Our heart craves a deeper realization of grace. As we wait on Him we will be changed from glory to glory, being filled full with the realization of His will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that we may walk worthily of the Lord for all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing in the realization of God; being endued with all power, in accord with the might of His glory, for all endurance and patience with joy (cf. Colossians 1:5-10).  

Toward the goal let us daily be pursuing for the prize of God's calling above in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). He is the Author or Inaugurator of our faith for salvation. He is also the Perfecter or Finisher of our faith for salvation. Between God’s operation of beginning a good work among us, and His operation of completing this work, is our, seemingly insignificant but vital part, which is hearing and obeying from the heart the teaching of the evangel.

We Should be Cleansing Ourselves

Daily we must rely on the living God, glorying in the purpose He has had in mind, all along. We trust not only in His ability, but also in His willingness and His delight to complete all that He has purposed. This includes making us competent to do our part. We are the temple of the living God, according as God said, “I will be making My home and will be walking in them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore, Come out of their midst and be severed, the Lord is saying. And touch not the unclean, and I will admit you, and I will be a Father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me, says the Lord Almighty." Having, then, these promises, beloved, we should be cleansing ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, completing holiness in the fear of God (2Corinthians 6:16-7:1). 

 The word “should”, in the above passage, does not mean “we better do it or else”. Neither does it mean that we ought to do it. It may be helpful to consider a brief study on the use of the words “may” and “should” in the Concordant Version. Dean Hough, in the Unsearchable Riches Magazine, vol. 81, and page 267, wrote the following. 

“Because the consequences of the cross are something expressed by verbs in the subjunctive mode, some have concluded there is an element of uncertainty about these consequences. To be sure, we cannot predict how the evangel will affect people today, but this does not make the results of the cross any less certain. Those who are believing and retaining the evangel (1Corinthians 15:2) as it relates to justification will be having peace toward God. . . . Why then does Paul use subjunctives in Romans 5:1? [Being, then, justified by faith, we may be having peace toward God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ] . . . It cannot be that he wished to express doubt about these blessings and glories that issue from the cross. Peace is the divine achievement made through the blood of the cross of the Son of God’s love (Colossians 1:20).

   The Greek subjunctive does not imply ought (see Keyword Concordance, p.268, under the word “should”). The word “subjunctive” itself means “subjoined” or “subordained”; it is dependent on some other action. In many contexts where the Greek subjunctive is used, we can find statements in the indicative mode that provide the basis for the subjunctive statement . . . those who are believing that Jesus our Lord was roused because of our justifying (Romans 4:24,25) will be having peace toward God (5:1) . . . The use of the present subjunctive verb, “may be having peace,” again directs us to search for its basis. Our awareness of this good news of justification, our retaining of the evangel which tells of God’s achievement in the blood of the cross and our believing that we are justified is bound to instill peace in our hearts towards God.” (End of quote)

In light of our brief lesson on the subjunctive mode, let us then look closer at the statement we are considering from 2Corinthians 7:1, “We should be cleansing ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, completing holiness in the fear of God”. The word “should” directs us to search for the basis of how this is made possible. How should we and how can we cleanse ourselves? The subjoined, preceding statement is the basis of our expectation. It is that we have these promises, beloved. It does not mean that we ought to cleanse ourselves; it means because we have these promises from the One Who does not and cannot lie, we shall, indeed be cleansing ourselves and be completing holiness. 

He Should be Presenting to Himself a Glorious Ecclesia

Another example of the Greek subjunctive and the use of the words “should” and “may” is found in Ephesians and directly applies to our present topic. “Christ loves the ecclesia, and gives Himself up for its sake, that He should be hallowing it [setting it apart], cleansing it in the bath of the water (with His declaration), that He should be presenting to Himself a glorious ecclesia, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that it may be holy and flawless” (Ephesians 5:25-27). Christ’s love, and the giving of Himself for the ecclesia is the basis for Him hallowing and cleansing it with His declaration. Likewise, setting us apart and cleansing us, is the basis on which, He shall present to Himself a glorious ecclesia, holy and flawless, without spot or wrinkle.

Therefore, may I suggest, that to the degree we retain the declarations of the evangel, to the same degree we will be having peace toward God. Likewise, having and holding the promises by faith we are assured that by His spirit we will be cleansing ourselves and completing holiness. God has promised to do His part. He has even prepared our part, ahead of time, for us to walk in. As we daily walk in love we cling to the further promise, by faith, that He will be performing the whole process, by His powerful operation, to a consummation, which will include completing our holiness.

Pursuing Righteousness

We repeat, that it is those who are led by the spirit that are not under law. This however, does not mean that we are not to pursue righteousness. We are exhorted by our apostle to do exactly that, pursue righteousness, along with devoutness, faith, love, with endurance, suffering, and meekness.  This is to contend the ideal contest of the faith. This is in accord with getting hold of eonian life, for which we were called (1Timothy 6:11,12). 

The just requirement of the law may be fulfilled in us, who are not walking in accord with flesh, but in accord with spirit (Romans 8:4).  If we are led by spirit, we are not still under law (Galatians 5:18). What is the need for these inspired declarations if the opposite is not also true? It only makes sense that the just requirement of the law cannot be fulfilled in those who walk in accord with flesh. Further, those who are not led by the spirit are still under law. Only as we walk in spirit do we have no need of law and are able to enjoy our freedom in Christ. Only in spirit can we stand firm and not be enthralled with the yoke of slavery to flesh. Also circumcision will benefit us nothing in Christ. Those who are circumcising are debtors to do the whole law. Attempting to be justified in law is to be exempted from Christ and to fall out of grace. In stead, we, in spirit, are awaiting the expectation of righteousness by faith (cf. Galatians 5:1-5).

Under law, one must first submit to strict obedience to it and be working to become blameless. Under grace a realization of our right standing in Christ comes first, then the walking worthily follows. As we obey from the heart and walk in the light we are changed by it. The solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: The Lord knew those who are His, and, let everyone who is naming the name of the Lord withdraw from injustice. In a great house there are not only gold and silver utensils, but wooden and earthenware also, and some indeed for honor, yet some for dishonor. If, then, anyone should ever be purging himself he will be a utensil for honor, hallowed, and useful to the Owner, made ready for every good act. Now youthful desires flee: yet pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with all who are invoking the Lord out of a clean heart (2Timothy 2:19-22).

Grace is now reigning, in accord with the power of God operating in us. By this means we are enabled to put off, as regards our former behaviour, the old humanity, which is corrupted in accord with its seductive desires and to be rejuvenated in the spirit of our mind, to put on the new humanity which, in accord with God, is being created in righteousness and benignity of the truth (Ephesians 4:22-24). Grasping and retaining who we are in Christ will rejuvenate, the spirit of our mind, and this is the starting point to putting on the new humanity. In Christ we are a new creation and are in the process of being created in righteousness. God’s faithful promise is that all has become new, beginning with our heart, which is the core of our spiritual being. In His mind and purpose it is already accomplished.

Become, then, imitators of God, as beloved children, and be walking in love, (5:1,2)

As children of light be walking (for the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth), testing what is well pleasing to the Lord (5:9,10). Wherefore He is saying, 'Rouse! O drowsy one, and rise from among the dead, and Christ shall dawn upon you!' Be observing accurately, then, brethren, how you are walking, not as unwise, but as wise, reclaiming the era, for the days are wicked. Therefore do not become imprudent, but understand what the will of the Lord is. (5:14-17). This is the will of God: your holiness (1Thessalonians 4:3). The will of the Lord is for us to walk in the good works that God has prepared beforehand that we should be walking in them.

Our Present Salvation is a Relationship

From the outset we emphatically asserted that God is the First Cause behind every aspect of our salvation. God’s love for mankind, God’s desire to save all of His creatures, and His ability to do so, are the foundational truths, the rock on which we must built our complete belief system regarding this topic. Salvation, past, present or future, does not have its origin in us, therefore it cannot be out of us. It is God’s approach present to us (Ephesians 2:8). 

We have spoken much of this glorious and precious gift of salvation from God. We must now add, that when it is all said and done, Christ Himself is God’s approach present. He is our salvation! Christ loves us, and gives Himself up for us, an approach present, and a sacrifice to God, for a fragrant odor (Ephesians 5:2). Jesus Christ gave Himself for us that we could be hallowed or set apart for him alone through the approach present of His body (Hebrews 10:10). It is eonian life that we may know Thee, the only true God, and Him Whom Thou dost commission, Jesus Christ (John 17:3).

There was a God-fearing man, in Jerusalem named Simeon, who waited for Israel’s consolation. Finally, at a very old age, Joseph and Mary brought the little child Jesus to the temple to present Him to the Lord. The old man, Simeon took Him up in his arms and proclaimed he was now ready to die in peace because his eyes had seen God’s salvation (Luke 2:27-30). Our salvation is a person. 

He is the Savior of the world and He is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1Corinthians 1:24). To us, who are of Christ Jesus, He becomes, not only wisdom from God, but also righteousness and holiness and deliverance (:30). For the One not knowing sin, God makes to be a sin offering for our sakes that we may be becoming God's righteousness in Him (2Corinthians 5:21). Christ Himself is our righteousness from God; it is for faith to know Him (cf. Philippians 3:9,10). 

Jesus came that we may have life eonian, and have it superabundantly (John 10:10). When it is all said and done, our salvation is a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. His spirit homing in us is our guiding light, our comforter and our best friend. Not only is He the love of our life; Christ, actually is our Life and when He shall be manifested, then we also shall be manifested together with Him in glory (Colossians 3:4). In Him we live and move and are (Acts 17:28). He is our all and in Him we are complete (Colossians 2:10).

Two Great Secrets

There are only two secrets in scripture, that I’m aware of, called great. One is in Ephesians chapter five. In preparation to introducing this secret Paul wrote, “Husbands, be loving your wives according as Christ also loves the ecclesia, and gives Himself up for its sake, that He should be hallowing it, [pronounced holy: set apart] cleansing it in the bath of the water (with His declaration), that He should be presenting to Himself a glorious ecclesia, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that it may be holy and flawless (Ephesians 5:25-27). The love of Christ is a powerful force and yet it is so underestimated! Christ loves us and cherishes us the way we cherish our own body. On this basis He gives Himself up for us that He should be making us holy, set apart wholly for Him, cleansing us with His word.

Paul continues, informing us that based on what he just said, husbands also ought to love their own wives as their own bodies for he who loves his own wife loves himself. For no one at any time hates his own flesh, but is nurturing and cherishing it, according as Christ also the ecclesia, for we are members of His body. (:28-30).

A man, who falls in love with a woman, is driven from an unseen force within, and eagerly and recklessly, if need be, leaves his father and mother and will do all in his power to be joined to his woman. When the marriage is consummated the two become one flesh. They share a special intimacy and often the result is the procreation of a new life. God blessed this union so that man would be fruitful and increase and fill the earth, and subdue it (Genesis 1:28). This secret is great: yet Paul was portraying the marriage between a man and a woman as a picture of Christ and His ecclesia (Ephesians 5:32). 

We can talk and write all day about the power of grace and the weakness of the flesh to fulfill the law. We can glory in our allotment and our high position in Christ from morning till night. It is not until we experience an intimate love relationship with our Lord and Saviour that we enter into the glorious realm or sphere that surpasses all understanding. Words fail to do our relationship with our Lord and Master any justice. We have to experience it to understand it. Once we get a taste of the love of God through our oneness with our Lord, we will then discover the courage to not only face a lion’s den or a fiery furnace but also the desire and grace to walk worthily regardless of the cost. Even when it appears that we are afflicted on every side, we should not be distressed; we may be perplexed at times, but we need not despair; we may be persecuted, but we know we are not forsaken; cast down, but not perishing (2Corinthians 4:8,9). We are safe and secure in His love.

As the living reality of Christ’s love, within us, is renewed day by day, life’s most severe problems and afflictions will begin to appear as they really are, momentary and light, compared to the transcendently transcendent eonian burden of glory they are producing (:16,17).  Opening our heart and life to Him, enjoying His intimacy, with uncovered face, as it were, we will slowly but surely mirror the Lord's glory, and thus be transformed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the spirit (2Corinthians 3:18).

Long before the administration of the grace of God or what Paul described as the “dispensation of the spirit”, (3:8) King David craved God’s love and entered into a closeness with his God more precious to him than life itself. Scripture labels him, “the man according to God’s Own heart” (Acts 13:22). He wrote, “My God, My soul thirsts for You. My flesh craves for You, like a land arid and faint, without water. So longing, in the Sanctuary, I envisioned You, Beholding Your strength and Your glory; For Your mercy and bounty are better than life itself. My lips, they shall laud You.  So shall I bless You in all my life.  As with fatness and richness my soul shall be satisfied, And with jubilant lips my mouth shall praise. When I remember You on my berth, In night vigils shall I soliloquize (talk to myself) about You.  And in the shadow of Your wings shall I be jubilant. My soul clings to You; Your right hand upholds me” (Psalms 63:1-8). 

Now that Christ has taken His abode in us, it must be that we can have an even closer bond with Him than David had. Jesus speaking to His Father said, “I have given them the glory which Thou has given Me, that they may be one, according as We are One, I in them and Thou in Me” (John 17:22,23). The reality of our oneness with Christ, experiencing His glory and love, is better than life itself.

To Know the Love of Christ

To know the love of Christ is the ultimate experience in life. Paul’s prayer for us was, “that He [God] may be giving you, in accord with the riches of His glory, to be made staunch with power, through His spirit, in the man within, Christ to dwell in our hearts through faith, that we, having been rooted and grounded in love, should be strong to grasp, together with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ as well which transcends knowledge - that we may be completed for the entire complement of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19).

Christ dwells in our hearts by faith. Through His spirit we are being made staunch with power. “It is evident, and experience has confirmed the fact, that the greatest power is required, not for service, but to enable us to realize and appreciate the marvelous revelation of God’s grace and love which is ours in Christ Jesus. May God exercise our hearts to this end!” (Concordant Commentary pg. 291) Being rooted and grounded in love is the key that opens the door to grasping the revelations we have been discussing. This takes place in the heart, the core and center of our spiritual being. These are spiritual revelations taught by the spirit. Communicating them effectively with human words falls so short. 

Although, the love of Christ is beyond our mental perceptions, our hearts know it well. Only a growing realization of God’s grace can overwhelm us with faith and love.  Slowly the reality sinks in that we don’t have to do anything to win God’s favor. There is nothing we can do to cause Him to love us more, than He already does. All walking worthily and all acceptable, divine, service is simply a normal and automatic response to knowing the love of Christ. We love Him and cheerfully serve Him because He first loved us and continues to daily pour His love into our hearts through the holy spirit, which is being given to us as we commune with Him (Romans 5:5). To know the love of Christ is to know God intimately!

Put on The Panoply (Armour) of God 

“For the rest, brethren mine, be invigorated in the Lord and in the might of His strength. Put on the panoply of God, to enable you to stand up to the stratagems of the Adversary, for it is not ours to wrestle with blood and flesh, but with the sovereignties, with the authorities, with the world-mights of this darkness, with the spiritual forces of wickedness among the celestials. Therefore take up the panoply of God that you may be enabled to withstand in the wicked day, and having effected all, to stand. Stand, then, girded about your loins with truth, with the cuirass of righteousness put on and your feet sandaled with the readiness of the evangel of peace; with all taking up the large shield of faith, by which you will be able to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the wicked one. And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is a declaration of God” (Ephesians 6:10-17).

It is not coincidence that Paul discusses the armour of God at the end of the book of Ephesians. Once the eyes of our heart have been enlightened to see the glory and our hearts are blessed to know the love of Christ we are then able to appreciate the weapons of our warfare. They are not fleshly, but powerful to God toward the pulling down of strongholds (2Corinthians 10:4). When it comes to spiritual warfare, the flesh benefits nothing. The Spirit is that which is vivifying. Neither is it by accident that the first means of defense mentioned is “truth”, spiritual truth that cannot be learned from man or reasoned out by human wisdom but must be revealed, by the spirit, through the scriptures, to an open and humble heart. 

The glorious revelations we have been discussing, many from the book of Ephesians is the invaluable truth we need not only to protect our minds but also our loins. Our loins are that region of the body between the ribs and the legs, figuratively the generative organs. (CLNT Keyword, pg. 182) When our figurative loins are girded with truth we will bear fruit, the word will procreate, as it were. Only truth can expose and defend against error and bring forth more of its kind. Truth received and loved will regenerate and flourish. To him who has, more will be given.

The second weapon of our warfare is the cuirass of righteousness. This is more than a breastplate. It covers our back, as well, from the attack of the enemy. As we have said, Christ is our righteousness; to put on Christ is to put the truth we hold dear into practice, as we walk daily in the Lord. Paul’s exhortation to the ecclesia at Philippi, ‘What you learned and accepted and hear and perceived in me, these be putting into practice, and the God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4:9), makes it clear that Paul not only talked the talk but also walked the walk.  He was not asking them to do something he was not doing. 

They had heard and accepted his message and witnessed his life. He now asks them to put it into practice as they learned from him and perceived him doing. He also attached a promise to the exhortation. The promise was that as they walk according to the truth that they had learned, the God of peace would be with them. We must assume, relatively speaking, at least, that if they did not put the truth they had received into practice, the God of peace would not be with them. If not, what would be the point of mentioning it? 

Absolutely speaking God never leaves us but we do not enjoy His peace unless we live according to the light we have been given. We cannot walk with the confidence that He is with us while being disobedient. If all the great secrets and revelations we claim to understand are not in accord with the only other secret Paul called great, the secret of devoutness, (1Timothy 3:16) we should be suspect of their worth. We are not exempt from the possibility of the light in us, becoming darkness (cf. Luke 11:35). 

Truth, Which Accords with Devoutness

Paul exhorted Timothy to exercise himself in devoutness (1Timothy 4:7). Devoutness is literally WELL-REVERence, CLNT keyword pg.74). To revere is to fear, feel awe, to regard with deep respect and love; venerate. (Webster’s New World Dictionary) I am, more and more, persuaded that if anyone has had a genuine realization of the truth, his or her message and method of conduct will be in accord with devoutness (cf. Titus 1:1). Whoever, are mature, are disposed to one thing. They all have one goal in mind. That is pursuing for the prize of God's calling above in Christ Jesus. (cf. Philippians 3:13-15). The mature in the Lord have a holy awe or fear toward God’s calling in their life. Our apostle went so far as to say, “If anyone is teaching differently and is not approaching with sound words, even those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching in accord with devoutness, he is conceited, versed in nothing, but morbid about questionings and controversies, out of which is coming envy, strife, calumnies, wicked suspicions, altercations of men of a decadent mind and deprived of the truth, inferring that devoutness is capital. Now devoutness with contentment is great capital (1Timothy 6:3-6). A genuine love and a deep respect for our Lord and our allotment above, in Him, is a badge of maturity. “We can not conjure up devoutness. Rather, devoutness will come naturally to the heart that dwells on the grace of our Saviour, God.” (Dean Hough, Unsearchable Riches vol.63, p38) 

The Readiness of the Evangel of Peace

Herald the word. Stand by it, opportunely, inopportunely, expose, rebuke, entreat, with all patience and teaching. For the era will be when they will not tolerate sound teaching, but, their hearing being tickled, they will heap up for themselves teachers in accord with their own desires (2Timothy 4:2,3).

The third piece of armour is for our feet. They need to be sandaled and ready to take the evangel but this does not happen until after the first two items are put on. Having knowledge of God’s revelations is great but knowledge tends to puff up. It needs to be balanced with love that builds up (1Corinthians 8:1). Even if we perceive all secrets and have all knowledge yet have no love, we are nothing (1Corinthians 13:2). Truth is necessary, else we are wasting our time studying and writing; putting on Christ, Who is our righteousness is equally, or even more important. Both are compulsory to prepare any and all to proclaim the evangel of the grace of God. 

As deputies of Christ, and administrators of God's secrets, it is being sought in administrators that any such may be found faithful (1Corinthians 4:1,2). God was in Christ, conciliating the world to Himself, not reckoning their offenses to them, and placing in us the word of the conciliation. For Christ, then, are we ambassadors, as of God entreating through us. We are beseeching for Christ's sake, "Be conciliated to God!” (2Corinthians 5:19,20). Our message and our life is to be an expression of love and conciliation to those we come in contact with. Now thanks be to God, Who always gives us a triumph in Christ, and is manifesting the odor of His knowledge through us in every place, for we are a fragrance of Christ to God, in those who are being saved and in those who are perishing: to these, indeed, an odor of death for death, yet to those an odor of life for life. And for this who is competent? For we are not as the majority, who are peddling the word of God, but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God in Christ, are we speaking (2Corinthians 2:14-17).

The Large Shield of Faith

Next we are to take up the large shield of faith, by which we will be able to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the wicked one (Ephesians 6:16). Along with all the armour we are to put on we will also need to take up a shield, a large shield, a large shield of faith. Once we have our feet sandaled and are ready, made competent to herald the evangel we will definitely become the target of the enemy. Without faith we will not be able to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the wicked one and will quickly become discouraged and disillusioned. Only in Christ Jesus our Lord can we continue to have boldness and access with confidence, through His faith (Ephesians 3:11,12). 

We have stated several times that the just one by faith shall be living (Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38). We must clarify that our confidence is not in our faith but in Him and in His faith. There will be days that we doubt that God is really in control of all. Circumstances will appear to be out of control. At these times, especially, meditating on the promises will be our only source of endurance and patience with joy.  Our faith is not in our own faithfulness or in our own ability to believe or to walk. Our confidence is in what God accomplished in and through Christ. The righteousness of God that is being manifest is through Jesus Christ's faith, for all, and on all who believe (Romans 3:21,22). 

The life, which I now live in the flesh, I live in the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me (Galatians 2:20). The flesh, which hampered the law, rendering it weak and ineffective, has been conquered by the power of Christ, and has been made the organ of the Spirit. The force that subdues and mortifies the flesh is “the faith of Christ.” He is the author and finisher of faith (Hebrews 12:2). He lived and wrought on the principal of faith. And His faith, triumphing over death, became the saving principal for man. Our faith, centered on His victory, appropriates the virtue of His faith. Faith is the link between Savior and the sinner. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation “out of faith and into faith” (Romans 1:16) – out of the faith of Christ into the faith of the believer. His faith is the source of Divine power; our faith is the recipient of it. His faith is the pattern of our faith. He is the Author and the Finisher of faith; we are His imitators.” (Vladimir Gelesnoff, Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, pg. 58)

Our faith is grounded in the evangel of God’s grace, which speaks of Jesus Christ’s faithful or faith filled  life, suffering and death. In Whom we also - on hearing the word of truth, the evangel of our salvation - in Whom on believing also, we are sealed with the holy spirit of promise, which is an earnest of the enjoyment of our allotment, to the deliverance of that which has been procured for the laud of His glory! (Ephesians 1:13,14).

The spirit in us is the holy spirit of promise. We only have the down payment now, as it were, but it is the pledge that the complete balance will absolutely be given to us. The nations are to be joint enjoyers of an allotment, and a joint body, and joint partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus, through the evangel of which Paul became the dispenser, in accord with the gratuity of the grace of God, which is granted to him in accord with God’s powerful operation (Ephesians 3:6,7). The promise and the realization of it, is through the evangel and it is in accord with the gratuity of the grace of God. It is also in accord with God’s powerful operation, as revealed through the evangel and we are blessed, beyond comprehension, to be a part of it. We are not ashamed of the evangel. We recognize it as God's power for salvation.

Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you Shall be Saved

We were graciously granted the faith to believe the evangel when we heard it. Paul’s exhortation to Timothy was, “Now you be remaining in what you learned and verified, being aware from whom you learned it, and that from a babe you are acquainted with the sacred scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness, that the man of God may be equipped, fitted out for every good act” (2Timothy 3:14-17). 

If the scriptures are able make one wise through faith, we must conclude then that only those, who actually believe the scriptures are made wise. Likewise regarding the entreaties, we have been speaking of, only those who take them to heart, and allow them to expose, correct and discipline, will walk in righteousness and therefore be fitted out for every good work. The word heard will not benefit hearers if it is not being blended together with faith (Hebrews 4:2). When it comes to our present daily walk with the Lord, Paul’s answer to the jailer at Philippi, may still apply to us today. It sums up the matter in the simplest terms possible. When asked, “what must I be doing that I may be saved?” Paul’s answer was, "believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved” (Acts 16:30,31).

There is absolutely no doubt that the evangel is God's power for salvation today but it is obvious that this is only true for those who actually believe the evangel.  In it God's righteousness is being revealed, out of faith for faith, according as it is written: "Now the just one by faith shall be living (Romans 1:16,17). He has given us His words of instruction and promise; our part is to meditate on them, to believe them and then to obey them from the heart.

Being justified in Christ is marvellous beyond words. However, in the Lord, we live by faith and by faith we must walk in the good works prepared ahead of time for us.   His achievement are we, being created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God makes ready beforehand, THAT we should be walking in them (Ephesians 2:10). It is a life-long process walking worthily, of the Lord, and standing mature, fully assured in all the will of God (Colossians 4:12). When it comes to daily enjoying our salvation, the elevator to success is broken. We must use the stairs, one step at a time. He will present us holy and flawless and unimpeachable in God’s sight since surely we are persisting in the faith, grounded and settled and not being removed from the expectation of the evangel (Colossians 1:22,23).

The evangel of grace is the good news about what God, has done for all mankind, especially believers. The entreaties we are considering are in accord with the evangel and are a revelation of God’s ongoing operation in His beloved children, those who are holding fast to the good news of His grace. God’s righteousness is being revealed out of Christ’s faith, for our faith, as we keep the course set before us. We have been given the power; the good works are all prepared; now, by faith, believing the promises, we are now called to simply get up each morning and walk in them. 

It is not a matter of having all our doctrines down pat or being able to impress a few with our persuasive words of wisdom but it is living the message of Jesus Christ crucified, proclaiming it in word and deed as a demonstration of spirit and of power. Our faith is not in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. There may be times we walk in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling (1Corinthians 2:3-5) but this is not the issue, for we are not heralding ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, yet ourselves slaves because of Jesus. When we are most aware of our own weakness, this may be the time we are most powerful (cf. 2Corinthians 12:10). The God Who says that, out of darkness light shall be shining, is He Who shines in our hearts, with a view to the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the transcendence of the power may be of God and not of us (2Corinthians 4:5-7).

The Stratagems of the Adversary

The purpose of putting on the panoply of God is to enable us to stand up to the stratagems of the Adversary. A stratagem is a systematizing, a method of procedure, of the enemy. (CLNT keyword Concordance pg. 298) We are in a spiritual warfare; because we have an invisible enemy we may see little value in putting on the panoply of God. The deception of the enemy is to cause the saints to be oblivious to the urgent necessity to gird their loins with truth and to put on the cuirass of righteousness. Further, human pride assumes a scant knowledge of the evangel qualifies us to go and herald the good news. On top of this, many saints have been influenced by a modern “Prosperity Gospel”, which claims that the large shield of faith is to enable us to acquire wealth and happiness.  The fiery arrows of the wicked one are seldom recognized as such and so the need to extinguish them and the ability to do so is not taken serious. 

Receiving the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is a declaration of God is often taken for granted, as an entitlement, based on our calling in Christ. Without the armour of God the saints will be distracted, occupied with quarrelling amongst themselves and not only helpless against the enemy but almost totally unaware of him, his method of operation and tactics. Our warfare is not with people, regardless of how antagonistic they appear to be. Let us, therefore be cautious of being lured into a war of words, attempting to outwit those who contradict. Let us pray for them, instead.

The inspired terms, “sovereignties, authorities, world-mights of darkness, and spiritual forces of wickedness among the celestials”, more than suggest a vast and powerful military regime. Yes they are invisible but they are real. They have been actively fighting against the purpose of God since the beginning of time. It is futile to attempt to stand against them with fleshly weapons. It is also foolish to think that we will be made competent or that we will be invigorated, in the Lord, without the panoply of God. Putting on every implement is required, not only to stand up to the stratagems of the Adversary, but to even recognize them for what they are; they are a well thought out system of deception.

The verb to put on, referring to the wearing the armour and the verb to enable; referring to our ability to stand up to the enemy are both in the middle voice. This means we do not perform this action on our own but neither are we passive about preparing for the war raging around us. We are involved, whether we like it or not and need the armour to enable us to stand. The verb to stand is once again, in the incomplete or Act form. The wrestling is an on-going reality in the life of every believer along with the standing, also.  

Effecting all to stand by putting on the armor of God must become a way of life for all saints pursuing the goal for the prize of God’s calling above in Christ Jesus. It is the key to our present daily salvation being effective. To be saved daily is to first of all to stand, with our loins girded with truth we love, the declarations of God that are spirit and life to us. Secondly we put on the cuirass of righteousness, by putting off the old man, reckoning ourselves dead to sin and the world and by putting on Christ, Who has become our righteousness. This is God’s prescribed order in preparation for our feet to be sandaled with the readiness of the evangel of peace. For most of us our life, as a whole, becomes an expression of the living evangel and not that we seek opportunity to herald the good news formally.

Those who determine, in their heart, to retain the evangel, live it and share it with others will be tested severely. The large shield of faith is God’s means by which we will be able to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the wicked one. The verb to be able is once again both in the middle voice and in the incomplete Act form; it is on-going continually. The verb to receive, referring to the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit is also in the middle voice. We cannot take the sword or the helmet by force or by our own strength. Neither is imposed on us against our will. We must receive the helmet of our salvation and we must receive the sword of the spirit, which is a declaration of God. We must, “Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly, in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing each other, in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, in grace singing in our hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).  

It is naïve to think we will be able to quench the fiery arrows of the wicked one without the shield of faith and it is presumption on our part to think we will be able to stand against the stratagems of the Adversary without God’s armor.  In Christ, God has graciously provided this wonderful suit of armor. Why would we not want to take full advantage of it? To receive it and to put it on is indeed our calling and our normal divine or spiritual service. 

The Sword of the Spirit 

Did you notice how Paul starts the exhortation regarding the panoply or armour of God? He said, “For the rest, brethren mine”. In other words, in addition to, or besides, all I have told you, I am now telling you to “be invigorated in the Lord and in the might of His strength” (Ephesians 6:10). The elements of the Greek word translated invigorate are “make – IN – ABLE” (CLNT, keyword, pg.159). In Christ we are already seated in celestial places and / or among celestial beings. It is in the Lord we need to be invigorated or to be made able; at the same time it is to the Father we are to direct our thanks, the One Who makes us competent for a part of the allotment of the saints, in light (Colossians 1:12).

In the beginning was the word, and the word was toward God, (John 1:1) and the Word became flesh and tabernacles among us, and we gaze at His glory, a glory as of an only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). He Whom God commissions is speaking God's declarations, for God is not giving the spirit by measure (John 3:34). By many portions and many modes, of old, God, speaking to the fathers in the prophets, in the last of these days speaks to us in a Son, Whom He appoints enjoyer of the allotment of all, through Whom He also makes the eons; Who, being the Effulgence of His glory and Emblem of His assumption, besides carrying on all by His powerful declaration ( Hebrews 1:1-3). Today, the word of God is still living and operative (Hebrews 4:12), in all who let the word of Christ be making its home in them (Colossians 3:16). The Spirit is that which is vivifying; the flesh is not benefiting anything. The declarations of Christ, the living word, are spirit and are life (cf. John 6:63) and he who is of God is hearing God's declarations (John 8:47).

When God speaks; something happens! He has boldly declared, “My word which shall fare forth from My mouth. It shall not return to Me empty, but rather, it does that which I desire, and prospers in that for which I sent it" (Isaiah 55:11). In the beginning God said, ‘Let light be;' and light is (Genesis 1:3, Young’s Literal). As He is speaking it to be so, IT IS SO! Many of the declarations of God are clear promises and are as good as accomplished. We can count on it.

Let us turn our attention to again to the words, “ be invigorated in the Lord and in the might of His strength” (Ephesians 6:10). This phase takes on special significance to this study, seeing it is immediately before the phrase “put on the panoply of God”. God said, “ Be invigorated!” It has been spoken and it shall be. If God, through His apostle, entreated us to be invigorated in the Lord and in the might of His strength then in the Lord, we shall be invigorated. The next verse informs us how. It is by putting on the panoply of God. This is His prescribed method to enable us to be invigorated and to stand up to the stratagems of the Adversary (:11,12).

Therefore, as we, obey from the heart and take up the panoply of God, we will be enabled to withstand in the wicked day. Hearing the declarations, receiving them into our heart and loving them is the process to be effecting all to stand. This is what it means to be carrying our salvation into effect. God’s declaration to us is this “Stand, then, girded about your loins with truth, with the cuirass of righteousness put on and your feet sandaled with the readiness of the evangel of peace; with all taking up the large shield of faith, by which you will be able to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the wicked one. And receive the helmet of salvation [daily] and the sword of the spirit, which is a declaration of God” (:14-17).

Once we are able to stand, against the enemy, by putting on the panoply (lit. EVERY-IMPLEMENT), do we just stand around? No, we go forth; following our pattern Paul, “During every prayer and petition, praying on every occasion (in spirit being vigilant also for it with all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, and for me), that to me expression may be granted, in the opening of my mouth with boldness, to make known the secret of the evangel, for which I am conducting an embassy in a chain, that in it I should be speaking boldly, as I must speak" (:18-20). We are to contend the ideal contest of the faith, to get hold of eonian life, for which we were called (1Timothy 6:12). Now that we are equipped; we are ready to get involved in the battle. This means being vigilant and persevering in prayer for all saints and especially, that those heralding would speak boldly, as they must speak, to make known the secret of the evangel. The weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful to God toward the pulling down of bulwarks (2Corinthians 10:4). The enemy’s fortifications are sustained only by darkness and misrepresentation of the truth. When the light exposes the lies they will crumble.

Furthermore, pray, brethren that the word of the Lord will race and be glorified and that we should be rescued from abnormal and wicked men, for not for all is the faith. Yet faithful is the Lord, Who will be establishing you and guarding you from the wicked one. Now we have confidence in you in the Lord that what we are charging, you are doing also and will be doing. Now may the Lord be directing your hearts into the love of God and into the endurance of Christ!  Now we are charging you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to be putting yourselves from every brother who is walking disorderly and not in accord with the tradition, which they accepted from us.  For you yourselves are aware how you must be imitating us (2Thessalonians 3:1-7).

                                    To be continued                                                  Don Bast



