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He Has Risen / We Will Rise 
“Now, on hearing of the

resurrection of the dead,

these, indeed, jeered.”

                     Acts 17:32

As daylight was approaching on the morning three days after Jesus’ crucifixion, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome were going to the tomb to rub Jesus’ body with spices, this would be done to prepare the body properly for burial, as well as lessen the stench and slow the decaying process. They were more than likely unaware that Joseph and Nicodemus had already prepared the body for burial at His entombment (John 19:40).
As they approached the tomb they asked one another how they were going to roll away the stone that covered the entrance.

They probably had no idea that the chief priests, and the Pharisees, had requested of Pilate that a detail of soldiers should be placed around the tomb in case the disciples came and tried to steal the body, and say He had risen from the dead.
The Pharisees were shrewd; they remembered what Jesus told them, they told Pilate;

“Lord, we are reminded that that deceiver said while still living; after three days shall I be roused.”    Matthew 27:63 

Although they didn’t believe a word Jesus had said, there was no way they were going to take the chance that his followers would steal His dead body and move it, only to then tell the people that He had in fact risen from the dead and had gone to heaven. 

They asked Pilate to: 

“Order the sepulcher to be secured till the third day, lest at some time his disciples, coming, should be stealing him and may be saying to the people, 'He was roused from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first." Yet Pilate averred to them, "You have a detail. Go, make it secure, as you are aware."

The Pharisees went along with the detail of soldiers to make sure all was done to secure the tomb properly:


“Now they, being gone, secure the sepulcher, sealing the stone, with the detail.”

Earlier that day Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus had placed Jesus’ body in the tomb, and that is where it remained for three days and nights according to prophecy.
The Sign of Jonah
“For even as Jonah was in the bowel of the
sea monster three days and three nights, 
thus will the Son of Mankind be in the heart 
of the earth three days and three nights.”   
                                             Matthew 12:40

Many teach, and believe that Jonah was alive while in the belly of the “fish”. This is why most believe that Jesus was alive while He was dead. Even though the time that Jesus gave of His state in death was the sign of Jonah; “three days and three nights” many say His soul and spirit were either in paradise – with the repentant thief -, or in hell preaching to the rebellious lost “souls” who had since departed from the time of Adam to Noah (neither is true), while only His body lay in the state of death awaiting its resurrection (also not true).  
(The repentant thief; actually the malefactor, - see article Contradicting Contradictions by Stephen Hill at www.godisgod.ca  - was promised a place in the yet future Kingdom that would be set up, Luke 23:42-43, not at the moment of his death. Here are the verses;

“And he said to Jesus, "Be reminded of me, Lord, whenever Thou mayest be coming in Thy kingdom. And Jesus said to him; Verily, to you am I saying today, with Me shall you be in paradise.”
Jesus told the malefactor that day – the day of their crucifixion – that at the setting up of His kingdom, the malefactor would indeed be remembered. 
The “souls” that Jesus went and “preached” to were not said to be “souls” but spirits - man is never called a spirit in scriptures, we have a spirit but we are not called a spirit -, here is the verse from 1 Peter 3: 18-20;

“Being put to death, indeed, in flesh, yet vivified in spirit, in which, being gone to the spirits in jail also, He heralds to those once stubborn, when the patience of God awaited in the days of Noah…”   
It was only after His death, and then His vivication and resurrection three days later, did He herald His triumph over death to the spirits in prison. He didn’t preach to them, He showed them that He conquered death and is now exalted over all sovereignties and powers - Hebrews 1:3-4.  Peter also tells us where these spirits are being kept; Tartarus, 2 Peter 2:4). 
When Jonah was cast into the sea, he drowned. The great fish that God had prepared to swallow Jonah swallowed him after his death. The fish was Jonah’s tomb.
All the language in Jonah chapter two speak of a state of death; as well as resurrection. 

Verses one and two speak of his resurrection from death as well as the last half of verse six to ten. Verse three to the last half of verse six speak of his death.
After three days and nights in the belly of the great fish God awakened (roused) Jonah, then God spoke to the fish and the fish vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Jonah went no where while he was in the belly of the fish; the same was true of Jesus. He was laid in the tomb, and remained there for three days and nights. This is the sign He gave to the Pharisees – when they asked Him for one – the sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:40). 
After the sign of Jonah was fulfilled, and Jesus rose from the tomb, the Pharisee’ still didn’t believe, even when the detail of soldiers told them all that they had witnessed;
“Now at their going, lo! Some of the detail, coming into the city, report to the chief priests all that is occurring. And being gathered with the elders, besides holding a consultation, they give a considerable sum of silver to the soldiers, saying, "Say that His disciples, coming by night, steal him as we are reposing.  And if ever this should be heard by the governor, we will persuade him, and we will make you to be without worry." Now they, getting the silver pieces, do according as they were taught. And this word is blazed abroad by the Jews unto today.” (Matthew 28:11-15)

In order for the sign of Jonah to be fulfilled Jesus had to in fact lay in the tomb – dead – for three days and three nights, just as Jonah lay dead in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights, and then rise.
The Man

“Lo! the man!”

       John 19:5

For Christ to die He had to empty Himself of His celestial vesture. He had to take on the form of a human, because celestial beings do not die:
“Yet those deemed worthy to happen upon that eon and the resurrection from among the dead are neither marrying nor taking out in marriage. For neither can they still be dying, for they are equal to messengers (Angles, celestial beings)…”   (Luke 20:35-36a) 

In order for Christ to feel what we feel and experience the things we experience He had to become human.

Paul says in Philippians chapter two that Christ, Who, being inherently in the form of God, deems it not pillaging to be equal with God, nevertheless empties Himself, taking the form of a slave, coming to be in the likeness of humanity, and, being found in fashion as a human, He humbles Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

He emptied Himself and took on our form; body, soul and spirit.

A.E.Knock in his commentary of the New Testament says this of Christ’ emptying of himself:

- Empties cannot refer to a partial relinquishment of His previous state, but a total change of form, in which none of God’s glory was apparent to the physical sight -.
Also, Satan would never have dreamed of tempting the Celestial Christ, the One Who is the channel through which all is created (1 Corinthians 8:6), but the human Jesus, Satan knows the weaknesses that fill all who are flesh and blood, although he didn’t succeed with the Man Jesus.
Jesus was the sacrifice for Sin and had to die, and the only way that this could happen was for Him to become human.

“Yet we are observing Jesus, Who has been made some bit inferior to messengers (because of the suffering of death, wreathed with glory and honor), so that in the grace of God, He should be tasting death for the sake of everyone.”   (Hebrews 2:9) 
 The Empty Tomb
“Whom God raises, loosing the pangs
of death, forasmuch as it was not possible
for Him to be held by it.”
                                                   Acts 2:24
Death could not contain Him, God denied that to happen (Acts 13:37).
Jesus did not bring Himself back to life; God did, as stated in Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:10; 13:37.
Jesus did raise Himself off of the slab as He said He would in John 2:19-22;

“Jesus answered and said to them, "Raze this temple, and in three days I will raise it up….Yet He said it concerning the temple of His body. When, then, He was roused from among the dead, His disciples are reminded that He said this, and they believe the scripture and the word which Jesus said.”
Notice the two words highlighted above that are used in order to come back from the dead; raise and roused.

The Scriptures use three different Greek words when speaking of a return from death.
Egeiro: Rouse; this means awakened.

Anisteme: Rise/ raise; this means get up, or gotten up.

Zoopoieo: Vivify; this means given life beyond the reach of death.

In all cases of the dead being raised in the Bible – except Jesus – two words are used, Egerio, and Anisteme.
Zoopoieo so far only applies to Jesus.
Two of these actions are by Gods power; Egeiro and Zoopoieo.

One action – in most cases - is by our power; Anisteme. 
In the case of Jesus; God Egerio – awakened – Him from death, He was Zoopoieo – vivified Him - and then Jesus Anisteme – got Himself up– from the slab.  
Jesus spoke the truth that is recorded in John 2:19-22; after He was roused – Egerio - from among the dead by God, He did in fact raise – Anisteme - Himself up off the slab by His own power.
Even the Pharisee knew that God would have to rouse – awaken - Him (Matthew 27:63).

All others   - from the scriptures - who were brought back from death were Egerio – roused, awakened – and Anisteme – raised – none are Zoopoieo – vivified - as of yet. Jesus is the only one who has immortality at this present time (1 Timothy 6:16).
Paul tells the believer’s in Romans 8:11 that this will also be true for all because of Christ’ resurrection, and will be fulfilled at the time of our resurrection;
“Now if the spirit of Him Who rouses Jesus from among the dead is making its home in you, He Who rouses Christ Jesus from among the dead will also be vivifying your mortal bodies because of His spirit making its home in you.”
In 1 Thessalonians chapter four Paul gives more information about the events of this resurrection.
In verses 13 to 18 Paul tells us;

· Those who are dead God will lead forth out of the grave.

· They don’t rise before those who are alive now.

· We will all rise together, at the same time.
· In this way shall we all be together with the Lord.

It is the spirit of God that causes our bodies to awaken from death, just as it was the spirit of God that awakened Jesus from death (Romans 8:11).

The empty tomb is the proof of this.

The tomb wasn’t opened to let Jesus out; it was opened to show those who came to anoint His dead body that He was not there. God had in fact fulfilled all that Jesus said He would concerning His death, entombment and His resurrection, and He will fulfill all that He has promised to those who believe,  as Paul tells us in Romans 6:4-5;
“Even as Christ was roused from among the dead through the glory of the Father, thus we also should be walking in newness of life. For if we have become planted together in the likeness of His death, nevertheless we shall be of the resurrection also.”
Because He has risen, we shall also rise.

We will all be roused, vivified, and rise.
Rick
