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Learn and Verify                                                                            
“Now you be remaining in what

you learned and verified.”

                         2 Timothy 3:14

What a charge Paul gave to Timothy. 
He tells him to remain in what he learned. 
Timothy had good teachers, his grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5), who were probably taught by Paul, who had acquainted him with the scriptures at a very young age (2 Timothy 3:15).
Paul doesn’t stop with learning, he also tells Timothy what he has learned he is to verify. 
In other words, what he had heard and learned he is to search out through study and prayer from the scriptures.

Although Paul tells Timothy to remain in what he has learned and verified, it must always be remembered that the only truth we learn and verify is what God has revealed (Philippians 3:15).

So often many are led down a road that they are told is truth for them without spending one minute to verify what they are being taught from the scriptures, and to whom it is written to. This is the main reason there are now hundreds, if not thousands of different sects in Christendom, all with a different message to some degree, and a message which is different than the message that was originally written for them.
That is what happened at the time of Paul’s last letter to Timothy; all who had heard the word of truth in Asia, given through Paul, had now turned away from it (2 Timothy 1:15). They had not spent the time to verify what had been taught to them. This in turn caused them to turn aside to an apostate teaching, one that has from that time on infiltrate Christendom and will until Christ’s return.
Even though this had happened, Paul tells Timothy the word of God is not bound (2- Timothy 2:9), and the foundation of truth still stands (2 Timothy 2:19), and His word would one day be fully discharged, and all the nations would hear (2 Timothy 4:17).

But until that time Paul tells Timothy, and us, to have a pattern of sound words which we hear and read from Paul (2 Timothy 1:13). 

The Lord Gives Understanding
“Apprehend what I say, for the Lord will 
be giving you understanding in it all.”

                                        2 Timothy 2:7

Throughout the centuries Paul’s teachings have been neglected and worse, they have been twisted. This was happening during Paul’s time as well. He warned the believers in Ephesus that;
“Now I am aware that, after I am out of reach, burdensome wolves will be entering among you, not sparing the flocklet.  And from among yourselves will arise men, speaking perverse things to pull away disciples after themselves. Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I cease not admonishing each one with tears” (Acts 20:29-31).
In 2 Timothy, Paul gives Timothy, and us, instruction on how to be equipped for the time when others will come in with unsound words. Words that have no place in the believers walk, but sound as if they do because they are in the scriptures. And even though all are seemingly following these teachings, that are supposed to lead to freedom in Christ, they are instead being led into bondage (Galatians 5:1) from this teaching we the believer are told to turn away (Romans 16:17; 2 Timothy 3:5). 

Paul instructs us with these words;
“All scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness, that the man of God may be equipped, fitted out for every good act.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
This truth had been revealed to Timothy, and he had learned this important truth and verified it. He knew all scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for righteousness, not asceticism (an outward fleshly form of righteousness), but a Christ consciousness, one that comes from within (Romans 8:9-11), he also knew how to correctly divide the scriptures as well. 
Timothy was in Asia, at the time of Paul’s last letter to him, and was seeing first hand what was happening to those who were being led away into another gospel (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Timothy 1:15), a gospel that was foreign to the gospel that Paul was teaching, and foreign to the gospel Peter was teaching.

Timothy knew that there were two different messages being brought to two distinct people. Paul wrote this to the Galatians;

“But, on the contrary, perceiving that I have been entrusted with the evangel of the Uncircumcision, according as Peter of the Circumcision (for He Who operates in Peter for the apostleship of the Circumcision operates in me also for the nations)” 
The message that was spreading over Asia was a mixture of these two distinct messages, the evangel “of” the Circumcision (Peter’s), and the evangel “of” the Uncircumcision (Paul’s). The mixing of these two very different messages was causing an apostate religion, an impure gospel, one with an outward form of devoutness. 
Paul tells Timothy, as well as us, to separate ourselves from this message and form of devoutness, a form that was always learning and yet not at any time able to come into a realization of the truth (2 Timothy 3: 5-7). 
He encourages Timothy, and all who will follow to;

“Endeavor to present yourself to God qualified, an unashamed worker, correctly cutting (dividing) the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

We are to correctly partition the word of God into its appropriate places, as well as the people to whom it is written. 

What is written to Israel (the Circumcision; the Bride) is truth for them; it is not to be mixed with what is written to the ecclesia (the Uncircumcision; the Body). The Body of Christ has no place peeking under the veil of the Bride. 

This is what was happening then, and is happening now, a mixing of these two separate messages. This is the main cause for much of the confusion which is running Christendom in the opposite direction from its beginnings.
Correctly Cutting  
“Have a pattern of sound words.,

which you hear from me.”

                           2 Timothy 1:13
Why would Paul tell us to correctly divide the word of truth?

First, notice, Paul calls all the word (scripture) truth. So with that bit of knowledge we can understand that what we are cutting, or partitioning off is truth. The truth we are separating from the scriptures is truth that is meant for us, the body of Christ, the ecclesia, or Uncircumcision. The truth we are leaving is truth meant for the bride, the Circumcision, (Israel).

Before we go further lets first understand who is who. The nations (gentiles) were called the Uncircumcised at the time of Paul’s writings, so don’t get your boxers in a knot if you are a circumcised gentile male believer, you are still the body. If you are a woman believer, you are of the Uncircumcision as well.  
Israel was called the Circumcision.

So what truth is meant for the Uncircumcision, ecclesia (called out ones)?

Everything that Paul wrote. 
In the scriptures that would be Romans to Philemon.

According to Adlai Loudy these are Paul’s epistles in the order he wrote them;

First Thessalonians

Second Thessalonians

First Corinthians

First Timothy

Second Corinthians

Galatians

Romans

Titus

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

Philemon

Second Timothy 

Four are written to individuals; 1&2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon. The others are written to the ecclesia that he had founded; all are for the body of Christ, which is made up of both Jew and gentile. The Jew would have to give up his/her Circumcision identity to Israel (bride) in order to be of the body company.
Paul tells us in Colossians 1: 25, that it was granted to him to complete the word of God to the body, the Uncircumcision. In his writings you can see the progression of truth unfold for the believer when you read them in chronological order.  

This is not to say that all the rest of scripture isn’t for our edification, it is (2 Timothy 3:16), but, only Paul’s letters are written to us, the body, the Uncircumcised. His thirteen epistles are our personal instructions, every word is written exclusively to us. It is not to be mixed, or made to fit with the other books in the scriptures, because those books are written for Israel (the Circumcision).
Still Truth, Just not Ours
“Now it is not such as the 
word of God has lapsed.”
                    Romans 9:6
There are lessons from the Old Testament that are of value to us in this present era. Paul mentions them often, but only to illustrate to us what is present truth for us. 
The Old Testament is pretty much all Israel, except the first eleven or so chapters, after that it is all Israel.
When we get to the Gospels it is again Israel.
All the red letter threats, the Sermon on the Mount, Born Again, Jesus’ parables, are all directed to Israel. 

Jesus confirmed this by saying;

“I was not commissioned except for the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 15:24)

Paul confirmed Jesus’ words as well in Romans 15:7;

“For I am saying that Christ has become the Servant of the Circumcision (Israel), for the sake of the truth.”

Again, truth, just not our (the body, the Uncircumcision) truth.
Many who hear this are appalled, don’t be. Just because Jesus says He was only sent for the house of Israel (the Circumcision) doesn’t mean that His sacrifice isn’t all encompassing. His own words confirm this;

“And I, if I should be exalted out of the earth, shall be drawing all to Myself.” John 12:32

It was His earthly ministry that was for Israel (Circumcision), His death and resurrection was for all His creation, both those of the Circumcision and Uncircumcision.

Also, even though Jesus’ words are in red in most bibles, shouldn’t make anyone feel they are the only words He gave. As was said His words in red were given to Israel, but He also had more to say as far of the rest of mankind is concerned.

The Acts

“And you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem and in entire Judea and Samaria, 
and as far as the limits of the earth."
                                                         Acts 1:8
The Acts of the Apostles is the transition period. It is the twelve apostles (and Paul to a certain extent), preaching the Kingdom message of repent and ask forgiveness for the pardon of your sins and be baptized to receive the holy spirit. This is the message that is preached in most churches today. 

I said Paul to a certain extent. Paul did preach this message for the first part of his ministry, but as you read his epistles you see a change in the way God is dealing with those of the Uncircumcision (nations, gentiles). You will read it is no more a repent to be pardoned and be baptized message, it is; “You are justified” or, not guilty, and there is nothing you do that can add to it, or take away from it. 
Repent means you are guilty of some wrong. When you repent you are then pardoned, and when you are pardoned you are forgiven. The thing about a pardon is it can be revoked when you commit another crime, so you have to be on your best behavior, always. This is the message of today’s church; it is an Israel (Circumcision) message that has no place in the believers walk.
Why?

Because we are justified!

To be justified means you are not guilty, your salvation is complete. No need to repent, so no need to be pardoned, and no need to be forgiven. We all do some things wrong in our lives that we repent of, but not when it comes to our being saved, that is a done deal.
This is the biggest stumbling block of all religion, Christendom included. 

The religious practices of yesterday and today are a sanitization of the flesh, nothing more.

Read what Paul tells the Galatians;
“O foolish Galatians! Who bewitches you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was graphically crucified? This only I want to learn from you: Did you get the spirit by works of the law or by the hearing of faith? So foolish are you? Undertaking in spirit, are you now being completed in flesh?”
The Galatians were mixing what belonged to the Circumcision with what belonged to the Uncircumcision.

Earlier in Galatians Paul calls this message not a message, and if anyone brings this message let him be accursed (Galatians 1:6-9).

The Galatians, like all in Asia had not spent the time to verify what they had learned.

Circumcision Epistles
“James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the twelve tribes in the dispersion.”

                                                       James 1:1
When you read Hebrews, James, and Peter’s two epistles, you immediately see to whom they were written to.

· The Hebrews

· The twelve tribes of the dispersion

· To the chosen of the dispersion

Israel! 
There is no address to the Uncircumcision believers from the nations at the beginning of these epistles.
Not that we can’t find truth in these epistles, we can.
These books are actually preparing the Circumcision believers for the Kingdom on earth.
John’s epistles and Jude, as well as Revelation can be added to the recommended reading as well.

When Christ was about to ascend to heaven, his followers asked Him;

“Lord, art Thou at this time restoring the kingdom to Israel?"

This is what the Israel (Circumcision believers) were and are waiting for, a kingdom on earth, where all the nations would be blessed through them (Genesis 12:1-3). This will happen in the future for them (Revelation 21: 9-24). A celestial reign isn’t even in the cards for them.
As was said earlier, the book of Acts is a transitional period for the body of Christ, drawing them away from the earthly kingdom, the destiny of the Circumcision believers. 
At the beginning of Acts we see a repent to be pardoned gospel, a Kingdom on earth teaching, Matthew 5:5; a Circumcision teaching Matthew 19:28; a John the Baptist teaching, Acts 13:24. 

The Circumcision believers were also very zealous for the law (Acts 21:20). 

The Circumcision believers went so far as to forbid anyone of the nations, Uncircumcision believers, from entering the Way unless they were circumcised (Acts 15:1). This was overruled later by Peter and James and others. Although baptism was still required that to was soon to go the way of circumcision for the Uncircumcision believers; God was moving forward with His plans for the nations.
Peter and Cornelius 
“What God cleanses, do not you 

count contaminating.”

                                  Acts 10:15

There is a truth in the conversion of Cornelius that is missed by most evangelists.

To see this you have to read what happened at Pentecost first.
Read what Peter’s message was, and to whom it was given;
"Let all the house of Israel know certainly, then, that God makes Him Lord as well as Christ -- this Jesus Whom you crucify! Now, hearing this, their heart was pricked with compunction. Besides, they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, what should we be doing, men, brethren? Now Peter is averring to them, Repent and be baptized each of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the pardon of your sins, and you shall be obtaining the gratuity of the holy spirit.” 
First, it was given to Israel, and the order for salvation was; Repent, be baptized for the pardon of sins and then you will receive the holy spirit.

That is pretty standard in today’s sermons which are given at evangelical meetings to bring people to Jesus. When these conditions are met you are said to be born again. That is true if you are of the Circumcision, not so if you are of the Uncircumcision.
When Peter went to Cornelius (a Gentile) something happened that wasn’t the same as at Pentecost, while Peter is giving his message read what happened, Acts 10: 44,45;

“While Peter is still speaking these declarations, the holy spirit falls on all those hearing the word. And amazed were the believers of the Circumcision, whoever come together with Peter, seeing that on the nations also the gratuity of the holy spirit has been poured out.” 
It’s subtle, but it is also huge, when you see the difference between Gods way with Israel and His way with the nations.

Notice It?

There is no repentance from the Cornelius clan, and no baptizing for the pardon of sins before the holy spirit falls on them. 

While Peter is still speaking (not a word from Cornelius and his family, and no water required) the holy spirit falls on the entire group of gentiles, they are immediately identified with Christ. The Circumcision believers were in shock; Peter says the only thing a Circumcision believer can say;

“Then Peter answered, there can not be anyone to forbid water, so that these are not to be baptized, who obtained the holy spirit even as we."
Even though Cornelius and his family had immediately received the holy spirit, Peter does what his gospel requires, even though it wasn’t necessary, he has them baptized. 
Peter doesn’t, at that time, seem to get what God is doing with the nations. He realizes they are part of Gods plan for mankind, and salvation is also for them, he just doesn’t know all the details, those were being kept a secret for a still to be converted Pharisee named Saul (Paul).

Paul to the Nations   

“Apprehend what I say, for the Lord 

will be giving you understanding in

it all.”

                                  2 Timothy 2:7

If you were to take Paul’s thirteen epistles out of the bible you would have one continuous teaching that is Israelite all the way through. Read the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation (omit Paul’s Epistles) and you will see what I mean. It is an earthly Kingdom message. No talk of a celestial home. They teach a refurbished (born again) nation and earth, all under the rule of Christ, with Israel governing (Revelation 21).
Paul was given truth that is celestial. If you read Paul’s thirteen epistles in the order that they were written you will see how the truth was being revealed to him by the ascended Christ;

“For I am making known to you, brethren, as to the evangel which is being brought by me, that it is not in accord with man. For neither did I accept it from a man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11-12)

Paul’s message is different from Peter’s and James and Johns, it is even different than the message Jesus spoke while He was here on earth.

Paul calls his message; “My gospel” at least five times (Romans 2:16; 16:25; Galatians 1:11-12; 2:2; 2 Timothy 2:8). If it was the same as the circumcision writers why not call it 
“Our gospel”?

Here are a few differences between the two gospels.

· Israel is to be born again as a nation; John 3:3 which alludes to Isaiah 66:8. When Jesus said these words to Nicodemus (a Jew) He is speaking of a national revival of the nation Israel which is comprised of its citizens, it is refurbish and reformed, nothing to do with the nations. Paul message:  We are a new creation in Christ Jesus, 2 Corinthians 5:17. We are viewed by God as Christ is viewed by God. When God see’s us He see’s Christ (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:11; 8: 9-14) any connection to the flesh is gone. “So that, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: the primitive passed by. Lo! There has come new!” We are even told to know Christ after the flesh no longer (1 Corinthians 5:16). 
· Israel’s (Circumcision) message; “Now are you wanting to know, O empty man, that faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:20). Faith is not enough, you must have works. Paul’s message; “Yet to him who is not working, yet is believing on Him Who is justifying the irreverent, his faith is reckoned for righteousness” (Romans 4:5). The opposite of Israel’s message.
· Israel’s (Circumcision) message; Water baptism required to receive the baptism of holy spirit (Acts 2:38). Paul’s message; One baptism, which is the baptism of the holy spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4: 4-5; Acts 10:44). He even says he was not commissioned to baptize because it is not a requirement of the Uncircumcision evangel (1 Corinthians 1:13), water baptism is finished with, like circumcision.
· Israel’s (Circumcision) message; Called first then chosen (Matthew 22:14). Paul’s message; Chosen then called (Romans 8:30). Also Israel was chosen from the disruption of the world (Revelation 17:8). Paul’s message to the body of believers is; “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who blesses us with every spiritual blessing among the celestials, in Christ, according as He chooses us in Him before the disruption of the world, we to be holy and flawless in His sight” (Ephesians 1:3-4). We were chosen before the disruption of the world.
These are only a few of the differences in the two gospels (evangels) of the Circumcision (the bride) and the Uncircumcision (the body). As can be seen they are so different that trying to mix the two together would and has caused much confusion in Christendom. 

We now have the scriptures complete. We can not only learn from them, we can properly partition them, and we can verify to whom portions of them are written. With this knowledge you will have much more peace, and freedom from ritual (Galatians 5:1).
Remember; 
“All scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness, that the man of God may be equipped, fitted out for every good act.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

All scripture is for us (the Uncircumcised), but not all of it is to us. 

Rick

For more on this I recommend the book; “The First Idiot in Heaven” by Martin Zender.

As well as two books by Clyde Pilkington; “The Church in Ruins”; and “The Outsiders.”  
For information on how to order these books go to Recommended Reading at; www.godisgod.ca 
