                                                         Saviour

                                                     A Realization

“And my spirit exults in

God my Saviour.”

                    Luke 1:47 

Webster’s Dictionary defines saviour as; someone who saves.
I can’t count the number of times I’ve heard it said;

“I’ve made the decision to follow Jesus; I am making Him my Lord and Saviour.”

What their really saying is; Jesus wasn’t their Saviour until they made the decision to accept Him and follow Him. Up until that decision they had no Saviour. It was their decision that now has made Him their Saviour. It was all their doing because if they didn’t accept Jesus, He wouldn’t be their Saviour; He would just be a myth, or a story in the Bible.
So in other words; they are their own saviours, because they saved themselves by making the right decision. They are the ones who get the saviour working for them.
The truth is that He is our Saviour whether we believe in Him or not. 
Our decision doesn’t make Him our Saviour. 
An understanding of what He has accomplished brings us to a realization of the truth that He is “The Saviour,” not only of the believer now, but of all mankind.

Paul gives us this truth.

“That we rely on the living God, Who is the Saviour of all mankind, especially of believers.”

1 Timothy 4:10

I was told many years ago that if I follow the rules laid out in the bible, (they were really laid out by the traditions of man, no where found in the bible) and if I didn’t fall away from them, I would be saved, and Jesus would remain my Saviour to the end.

Big pressure!

I had to not only make the right decision to make Him my Saviour, I had to do everything right to keep Him as my Saviour. It was pretty much all up to me.

As time went on, and not a lot of time, maybe four or five months, I started to see, (from the scriptures) that most of what I was hearing, and reading, from others wasn’t really found in the scriptures at all concerning my salvation, there were shadows, but no light. 

The light started to brighten when I came across these verses in Ephesians 2:8-10

“For in grace, through faith, are you saved, and this is not out of you; it is God’s approach present, not of works, lest anyone should be boasting. For His achievement are we being created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God makes ready beforehand, that we should be walking in them.” 

Everything to do with my salvation cleared up in the time it took to read those verses ten times in a row. What five to six months of falsehood took to cloud up, truth cleared up in a few minutes.  
Those three verses were the seed that changed my whole understanding of what was actually done for me. Many years later these verses would grow and reveal what was done for all mankind, but at that moment it was personal.

“For in grace, through faith, are you saved, and this is not out of you.”

I came to realize that grace was the only reason I was saved, not by some weak decision I had made. It was all grace; a benefit bestowed on one who deserves the opposite. Even the word “saved” showed me that it was past tense. I then came to a realization that this was done about two thousand years ago, and that it was known by God since before the disruption of the world; 
“He chooses us in Him before the disruption of the world.”  Ephesians 1:4.   
“It is God’s approach present.”
An approach present is just that, a present that someone approaches you with to give to you, it’s a gift. Many said I had to accept this gift at the time it is offered, if not I am lost. In other words I will have no Saviour if I reject this gift. The truth is I would have no knowledge of the Saviour, but I will still have a Saviour. I could not change what had already been accomplished; I could not put Christ back in the tomb and then uncrucify Him.
“Not of works, lest anyone should be boasting.”

No one works for a gift. We work for a wage or for something in return, but not for a gift, if you do it isn’t a gift. That’s why it is all of God. There will be no boasting, there will be no one saying; 
“I made the right decision, I accepted the gift, I did all the right works to keep myself in the Saviours favor.”

“For His achievement are we,” 

I wasn’t my own achievement, I have achieved certain goals in life, but as far as my salvation was/is concerned; I am His achievement, all of us are, He is everyone’s Saviour.

“Being created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God makes ready beforehand, that we should be walking in them.”

Everything had been made ready for me. I started to think about these good works. I was someone who was brought up to do good to others, I maybe didn’t always do good, but I was taught to do good. I then thought these good works have to be something more than physical works (although physical works are a result of this), there had to be something more to this. Then a verse out of John came to mind;
“What may we be doing that we may be working the works of God? Jesus answered and said to them, this is the work of God, that you may be believing in that One Whom He commissions.”

John 6:28-29

This was the only work that I could do, but not of myself; believe. 
This was the work that God made ready beforehand for me. It would be impossible for me to not believe this. The work that I am walking in is the work of belief, and that work of belief was from God not myself. I realized that I can be sitting in my chair, with my feet up, and my hands behind my head, with my eyes closed, and be doing the works of God. I am His achievement, and I can’t work my way closer or farther away from that, I have a Saviour.
                                                        The Saviour

“And we are aware that this is the

Saviour of the world, the Christ”

                                     John 4:42

Several years later I came to realize that Christ is the Saviour of all mankind. The office of a Saviour is to save; if the Saviour doesn’t save He isn’t a Saviour. If the Saviour only saves those who save themselves by their asking to be saved He isn’t the Saviour in the fullest sense of the office, he, then, would only be a saviour when He is dispatched from head office. You call and He comes with sirens on and rescues you from the burning building. He really doesn’t know who needs to be saved until they call him. Not much of an all knowing saviour.
The scenario would be something like this;

“Hello, how my I help you?

“I’m here to choose a saviour.”

“How do you know you need a saviour?”

“There’s something missing in my life, a void of sorts, and I need it filled.”

“Maybe you need to get a puppy or a spouse.” 
“No, I need a saviour.”

“Well you’ve made the right choice.”

“Thank you, I’m pretty comfortable with my decision.”

“You should be, you’re pushing all the right buttons, good for you, ‘Praise You’.

“You know something, I’ve always made the right decisions……..”

In Luke 19:10 it says;

“For, the Son of Mankind came to seek and to save the lost.”  
Notice what this verse doesn’t say.

“The lost are seeking the son of Mankind so they can be saved.”

The Saviour is the One Who came to seek and save the lost. 
The list; “The Lost.”

This includes every person who has and will be born. If He doesn’t save all the lost He can’t be much of a Saviour. This is why He came, to seek and to save the lost.
“That the Father has dispatched the Son, the Saviour of the world.”  

1 John 4:14 

God didn’t send His Son so there would be an offer of salvation, or a decision that you have to make, He sent Him to be the Saviour of the world.
Salvation isn’t an offer; no decision has to be made. 
There are those who will hear the evangel in this eon and will believe, and He will be their Saviour. There will be those who at the consummation will see Him and believe and He will be their Saviour. 
I’ve heard it said that if you reject this message you may not get another chance. 
There will be no so called second chance, because salvation isn’t a game of chance, it is a done deal! When it is your time to believe you will believe, because God wills it.

“For this is ideal and welcome in the sight of our Saviour, God, Who wills that all mankind be saved and come into a realization of the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator of God and mankind, a Man, Christ Jesus, Who is giving Himself a correspondent Ransom for all, the testimony in its own eras.”    1 Timothy 2:3-6

God will’s that all mankind be saved. He has already taken care of that by sending His Son to be the Saviour. The believer see’s this now, the rest in their own eras.
We, the believers, are to bring mankind into a realization of this truth, not with challenges, or scare tactics, or threats, Paul gives us our marching orders in Timothy;
“Now a slave of the Lord must not be fighting, but be gentle toward all, apt to teach, bearing with evil, with meekness training those who are antagonizing, seeing whether God may be giving them repentance to come into a realization of the truth.”     2 Timothy 2: 24-25
Those who are saved in this eon of grace, God will bring into a realization of this truth. He will open their understanding of what Christ has done. We, the believer, are commissioned to bring the evangel of Gods Saviour to them; we are the vessels He uses to bring this message.

He is already “The Saviour”; most don’t realize that truth yet.

With this knowledge we should all take Peter’s advice, and;

“Yet be growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 3:18

                                                                                                                                        Rick

