THE STILL SMALL VOICE
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1 Cor 4: 1

"And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice." (1 Kings 19:11,12)
"Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?...out of heaven He made thee to hear His voice, that He might instruct thee: and upon earth He showed thee His great fire; and thou heardest His words out of the midst of the fire." (Deut.4:33,36). "Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation." (Heb.3:15). "Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind, that ye may see." (Is. 42:18)

For most of my life I have had an interest in writing and have written articles for public consumption now and then, but mostly my writing on spiritual matters was through letters, in long-hand. For thirty years or more I corresponded with two or three friends of like spiritual persuasion and we traded long letters on new truths the Lord was giving us. In the early 90's one of my friends urged me to write a newsletter on a regular basis. My reaction was that there already were plenty of good newsletters and I would only duplicate what was already available.

I half-heartedly talked to the Lord about it, but using the lament of Moses in Exodus, chapters three and four, I was sure 1 had nothing important to say (Ex.3:13), and anyway, they would not believe me (Ex.4:l) because I was not eloquent, was slow of speech and slow of tongue (which is still a fact) (verse 10). The Lord gave me no rest on the matter and took me to Exodus, chapters three and four, and then to Jeremiah 1:5,9, where He reminded me that He knew me and ordained me from before the foundation of the world, and that it was not my prerogative to decide whether or not to write, it was His, and He would decide when and where and how. "Then the Lord put forth His hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, 1 have put my words in thy mouth." (Jer.1:9).
And I said, "But Lord, I don't even have a decent typewriter and to buy a new one, adequate for the job, would be costly." Which I thought was a pretty good excuse for sidestepping this issue, at least for now. I was filled with unrest for several weeks and finally one day I said, "Lord, am I really meant to do this? If so, I'm going to open my bible and the very first verse I read will be my answer." I paused, thinking this is like a game of chance. Surely the Lord won't honor such a childish and desperate move on my part. But, I reasoned, God doesn't speak aloud to me (not so far) so how can I know for sure if I don't take some kind of action. I held the bible between my hands and slid my thumb along the edge and broke it open to about the middle of the bible. As it fell open I looked down and the very first verse I read said, "Thus speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book." (Jer.30:2).
I stared at it incredulously as I felt the presence of God, even in my natural senses. This was no game. I knew this was the "still small voice" of the living God because I had "heard" it many times before (though not audibly), and I recognized it now as one recognizes the voice of a friend. I then said, "Yes, Lord, but what about the typewriter", and I considered getting the old one out of mothballs. Two days later my son-in-law (Graphics artist) called, out of the blue, not knowing about my need for a typewriter, and said he had upgraded his computer and was coming over with the old one, if I wanted it.

All my excuses evaporated and I spent the next several weeks learning how to operate a computer. Up to this point I had never so much as even touched one and taming this beast was quite an experience. Ultimately I became proficient enough to produce my first article on the computer, which I discovered makes a fantastic typewriter - light years ahead of the old fashioned typewriter.

Over the years 1 have collected stacks of partially written articles and research notes, on a variety of subjects that at the time burned in my soul, begging to get into print, but then were slipped into a file folder and forgotten in a pile at the bottom of the book shelves. I have now gone through these again, and as I mused the fire burned, becoming so intense I just sat down one day and began to write, not knowing what exactly, but as I wrote the words flowed out of the end of my pen (I do my articles in long hand first) . I would stop occasionally, type what I had written to that point, run off a copy and then go over it, make changes and when I got to the end of the typed copy I kept on writing while the Spirit moved. When I ran out of inspiration I set it aside until I again had that unavoidable urge to write, an urge that simply could not be suppressed, and that made me pick up the pen and let it flow.

I know that sounds simplistic and embellished, but you who do any writing will recognize this divine madness, and the mysterious urge to "write or die". "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." (John 2:17). When the Lord gives us a work to do He also gives the enabling, as Moses and Jeremiah, the prophets, the apostles, and many of His called ones have discovered over the ages.
My first article on the computer tumbled out under the title of "They That Have Ears To Hear", and in it I vented all the frustrations of my pent-up feelings about the man-made doctrines of the organized church system, the awakening of my call in God, the divine discontent that filled me for decades as I began to question the doctrines of orthodoxy. In the beginning, decades ago, the Lord gave me a hunger and a thirst for wisdom, knowledge and understanding that raged in my being in ever-increasing intensity, igniting an almost "suicidal" urge to leap headlong into the fire of God in an attempt to "crucify the flesh". Understanding came slowly at first. The old brainwashing was stubborn. My abandonment to total commitment, regardless of cost, allowed me to break through the old religious fundamentalist barriers. Apart from divinely inspired reckless abandonment there was no chance of one so bound to orthodoxy as I was to ever break through to the Truth. And now I was trying to put it to writing, and it didn't come out all that "spiritual", resembling more a harangue or diatribe than a spiritual treatise. There was a lot of old trash stuck in the pipes, and it was now clean-out time and there was no gentle way to scour out the pipes as encrusted as mine were. And what came out was not pretty.

This, of course, was planned and executed by God, in His time and in His way. Ever since I have caught a glimpse of the "new thing" that God was doing, my hunger has increased, and the Lord has continued to add fuel to the fire at appropriate times, while revelation after revelation has opened increasing vistas of the mystery of the gospel of the Kingdom, and my place in His great plan of the ages. During all this time, one of the most crucial of the many mysteries was the "still small voice" (the will of God) and how a seeking Christian discerns that voice, the hearing of which can make the difference between doing the will of God and being the will of God, or just blundering along as usual in the religious naiveté of one's own human logic and continuing to wallow in the religion of man-made doctrines - such as the so-called free will of man.

The Old Testament is replete with instances of God "speaking" to individuals by audible voice and through "angels". In the New Testament there are similar instances such as the angel speaking to Mary, the risen and ascended Christ to Paul (Acts 22:7,8,17,18), to Peter in: (Acts 10;10,13,15), etc.. I have heard preachers say, "God spoke to me and said thus and so . . . ". But I personally have never had an occasion when God literally spoke to me. For some reason I was expecting Him at some time to literally talk to me and if He did not, it was proof I was not as spiritual or as important to God, or as close to Him, as the preachers I heard on the radio, T.V. and behind pulpits, where, with a straight face, they assured us God had spoken to them, and even quoted God word for word.

But, as I look back I can recall many instances when I talked to God about problems and questions about spiritual growth and commitment, and although God did not answer me audibly or verbally I do recall receiving answers and knowledge in the most unusual, inexplicable and "miraculous" ways. "Angels unawares" and "John the Baptist" types came out of nowhere and ministered to me on subjects that formerly were taboo and my mind was expanded and made receptive as a result. And this has been the experience of many I have talked to, or corresponded with, over the last thirty-five years.
The "voice" of God takes on many forms and, as is alluded-to above, often comes in human form - messengers from God, delivering His message. And His message often comes abruptly, like that of John the Baptist; "Repent! Repent of your ways, your false doctrines, turn around, about face, follow Me." One of the things the Lord has impressed upon me, early in my awakening, is not to judge His messengers too harshly or reject them out of hand. "He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is a shame and folly unto him" (Prov.l8: 13). There is nothing sadder in all the world than a closed mind (Hosea 4:6). Once you say "No", growth and renewal of the mind is impossible. The door slams shut (Matt. l3: 12). "Be careful therefore how you listen, for to him who has (spiritual knowledge) will more be given, and from him who does not have (spiritual knowledge) even what he thinks and guesses and supposes that he has will be taken away." Luke 8:18. (Amplif)

I have learned to put on the shelf those things I didn't for the moment "agree with" or understand and in due time the Spirit of God brought light and understanding. "He that hath, to him shall more be given." (Mark 4:24,25). I think it needs to be said here that there will be no growth, no understanding, and no entering in to His ever-expanding truth until one comes to a full and totally unreserved realization of the Absolute Sovereignty of God, and the fact that ALL Things Are Of God. Until these two facts are accepted and digested so that they become part of every cell of our being, there will be minimal spiritual growth. If you have not yet settled and absorbed the issue of the all-encompassing TRUTH of these two divine maxims, then do it now. Like Jacob, as he wrestled with the angel (Gen.32: 26), tell the Lord you will not rest nor "let Him go", until He blesses you with the revelation of the Absolute Sovereignty of God and all of its ramifications. The revelation of this truth is the master key to Wisdom. Let there never be the slightest doubt that God is in everything, in every circumstance, the only author of creation and all of its inexplicable riddles of good and evil that so confuse and befuddle the natural mind of man. He (God) in Jesus Christ is Author and Finisher of all.

Elijah's experience is often quoted in regard to the matter of "the still small voice." He discovered there is not much to be learned during the noise of the wind, the earthquake, and the fire - it is in the stillness and the quiet of waiting for God that we clearly hear and discern His mind and will for us. The Lord will not compete with other distractions. "Thou shalt have no other gods"…other interests, preoccupation, divided loyalties...He wants our full attention. And He will see to it that He gets it, one way or the other! He has set us aside for His own reasons, and "Having made known unto us the mystery of His will…separated unto the gospel of God…separated me from my mothers' womb and called me by His grace..." (Eph. l: 9; Rom.1: 1; Gal. l:15). He will "speak" to us, and we must expect Him to do so, and be prepared for it. He may speak to each of us differently but He will speak (if we are the called, the chosen, separated unto Him) and it will be on His schedule, not ours. Expect it! In fact, consider it a normal condition between Father and His sons.

For years I lived under the stifling and suffocating thought that God was austere, far off, to be feared, and to converse with Him, and His Son, intimately as friend to friend, was unthinkable, irreverent, and sacrilegious. This religious assumed-piety did nothing but establish a "safe" distance from God (Ex.20: 19) and destroyed any intimate relationship I could have had with Him. The more we hear the still small voice the more we grow, and the more we grow the more we hear His voice…it is a compounding principle. Eventually it becomes a two-way conversation - 1 talk to the Lord and fully expect to hear Him answer, in His own way and time. He is not off somewhere in deep space. He's at home in His temple, my body, as near to me as my thoughts. We carry on a running conversation like good friends should, and do - without religious formality and liturgical protocol.
He is Omnipresent, Almighty God, Holy and Absolute, but He is also my friend (John 15:13-15). He is Master of all; all things are of God. "I believe God that it shall be even as it was told me" - and that settles it. (Acts 27:25 Gal.3:6). A close relationship with God is a glorious experience, but the closer one gets to God the closer one gets to the fire. He speaks out of the midst of the fire (Deut.5:24). He is a consuming fire (Heb.12:29). Drawing near to Him in the fire will kill the flesh. In the natural, fire is viewed with fear and dread. Israel at Mt. Sinai recoiled from the fire and let Moses be their go-between. "Let not God speak to us lest we die." Ah, it is still the same today. You have heard the saying, "Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die." Well, it seems everybody wants to be, or, at least be thought to be, spiritual, but nobody wants to die. They would rather someone else got the word from God and passed it on to them, thus avoiding all the possible pain and death. They have always viewed God as a consuming fire, literally, harsh and austere, angry and severe in judgment - "no second chances."

An intimate relationship with the Lord is not automatically a cozy or comfortable retreat from the troubles of the world, but rather is a dying experience, a glorious resting in God (Rom.5:3), in the midst of the fire, in the crucible of death, amidst the groaning and travailing creation, listening to, and hearing exclusively, that still small voice that is unchanging in its origin, unmistakable in its message, very personal in its revelation, inexorable in its purpose, zealous and sure of its ultimate destination. "The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up." Nothing is more focused, more committed, with divine abandonment, than the will of God in relation to His Plan of the Ages. God too, has, as it were (for our sakes), burned all His bridges behind Him and sworn an oath which He has sworn on no less than Himself. (Heb.6:13; 7:21).

And we are hid with Christ in God - a double guarantee. (Heb.6:13-18 Col.3:2 Deut.l9:15; 2 Cor.13:1). Most Christians are, or have been, at one time or another, unsure about whether they truly are in the will of God. In fact they have difficulty articulating and explaining it scripturally. To many it is one of those enigmas that has spawned countless attempts to explain it, ending in a prolific parade of man-made doctrines; "Ever learning but never coming to the truth" (2 Tim.3: 7).

The will of God comes by the still small voice. The still small voice IS the will of God. The still small voice IS His Voice. When He speaks, every time He speaks, it IS His will. He says or does nothing without purpose. And He doesn't do or say just "good things", or what we call "nice things"(comfortable, pleasant). We have this idea, left over from theological brain washing, that God is good (which He is) and therefore, whatever He does, or allows, will only be good (by our interpretation) and all other evil and sad things in the world must surely be authored by some other force, usually called the "devil". And from this human logic comes a myriad of confusing, man-made doctrines regarding good and evil, devils, demons, Satan, fallen angels, the fall of man, free will of man, etc., etc.
But if God didn't create evil then who did? Are there two creators? "Oh, no, no," they say. "There is only One God, One Creator, but He's not responsible for the evil in the world." Wait, there is a dichotomy of reasoning here. If God is Omnipotent, and sovereign then He is the Creator of all, right? "All things are of God." Right? Then how can we say He is not responsible for the evil in the world? The natural man that is so prone and quick to prove all things by natural logic, let him now use that logic to answer the above questions. If God be God then He is God of All and there is nothing in the universe, from the very beginning until now, to the last atom, that He did not create. "Without Him was not anything made that was made..."

The will of God is bound up in the unchanging certainty of the Absolute Sovereignty of God. Draw a circle around the entire universe, created from before the foundation of the world, and inside that circle write, "Absolute Sovereign God," and, "no other Gods" and then ask the question, "From whence then come all those other forces of evil and 'other gods' that are so prevalent in man's theology and orthodox doctrines? Where do they come from? Is there a world outside of God's universe?" (Deut.4: 35; Is.45: 5-23).

I recently heard a sermon by an ordained minister in which he expounded on the first two chapters of Genesis regarding the supposed "risk" that God took creating man in His own image. His premise was that as great as the creation of man was, God was willing, with tongue in cheek, so to speak, to take a calculated risk on man eventually turning out O K. It was a struggle for me to keep from jumping to my feet and shouting, "God has never, ever, taken a risk on anything, at any time, anywhere. Gambling is not one of God's attributes." Taking a risk means you are not sure of the outcome. This minister obviously does not understand the omniscience of God. (1 John 3:20; Acts 15:18; Ez. ll: 5). He must have missed that class in Seminary - if they ever did teach it.
"Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the ages" (Acts 15:18). He, in Christ, is the First and The Last, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. Our very faith comes from Him and is measured out to us by His prerogative (Rom. 12:3). He has begun His work in us and WILL finish it, of that there is no doubt, and in that surety we can rest in peace (Phil. 1:6).

"Return ye children of men..." We have gone forth from the Father, from the place we had with Him, from before the foundation of the world, from that place that had been "our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth…from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Ps.90:l,2). "Thine they were and Thou gavest them Me." We were the Father's before He gave us to the Son. (John 17:6). We were a part of Him before He spoke the world into being, and in His good time, as He created the universe, "the morning stars sang together and the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:6) as we anticipated being sent forth into the world, every one in his own order, from the spirit realm into the physical, into His great classroom to be fitted, taught, tested, tried, shaped, and ultimately changed spiritually in mature sons; whose one and only thought is to return to the Father's house in answer to the call of God to come home.
That still small voice is our homing beacon, our infallible guide - His will that surrounds us like a shield, a supernatural cloud that transports our spirit home from whence we came. His elect ones will be given a body like unto His glorious resurrection body to reign in righteousness, to judge righteous judgment, and ultimately every last one made in His image and His likeness will, in His all-encompassing and universal love, in the age of the ages, be made pure and fit for the Father's house. That great reunion will crown Him LORD OF ALL, ALL IN ALL, with nothing left undone and not one of His creation overlooked or abandoned - (unbelief and frivolous doctrines of men notwithstanding).

Lord, give us ears to hear and eyes to see.
"Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth”  (1 Samuel 3:9)

"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." (Psalms 119:18)

E. Al Stahl



