The First Born of Every Creature

Preceding the wonderful revelation exclusively given to the apostle Paul concerning

the reconciling of all in the heavens and all on the earth are four words.

The reconciling of all hinges on this cardinal phrase. These words are,

“Firstborn of every creature” (Colossians 1:15).

Paul, being a Jew and raised in the law, knew the great significance of this four-word phrase. It must have been an incredible revelation to the incarcerated apostle! In bonds, with few visitors, his spirit must have been overwhelmed with joy at this revelation - Christ! Firstborn of every creature!

Being well versed in the law, Paul knew about the kinsman redeemer and must have read the heart-warming story of Boaz and Ruth many times. As a result of Boaz redeeming Ruth, the supreme Great Redeemer, Christ, came – for Ruth became the wife of Boaz, and to them was born Obed, father of Jesse the Bethlehemite!

In the story, there was a nearer redeemer to Ruth, but he refused to redeem her. So terrible was this that the Scriptures just call him “So-and so” (Ruth 4:1). Henceforth,

from that time on, that “So-and so” is to be called “House of Pulled-off Sandal,” for the law required a sandal to be pulled off (:8). Had Ruth been present when “So-and so” refused to redeem her, the law would have required her to spit in his face (Deuteronomy 25:9).

In the Greek New Testament, “redeem” and “ransom” are used for the same Greek word, lutroo. 
A.E. Knoch, in the Keyword Concordance, made a distinction when using these two words.
“Loosen” is used many times in the Septuagint (the Greek Version of the Old Testament) for each of two Hebrew words: gal, redeem, and phde, ransom. Ransom is used only in relation to the claims of Yahweh, especially as to the firstborn of man and beast. Redeem is used of human rights. Ransom involves the divine, redeem the human; the former is religious in scope, the latter social, and seldom used in the latter Scriptures.

That being the case, according to the Greek, Christ being the “Firstborn of every creature,” and thus being every creature’s Kinsman Redeemer, every creature

must be loosed from being bound in enmity to God and freed into a reconciled relationship of friendship and peace.

It is of interest that as to Christ being the correspondent Ransom for all, as stated in I Timothy 2:6, God wills to loose all mankind from sin and death into His salvation. He is “vivifying all” (I Timothy 6:13).

Should Christ fail to redeem every creature, He would be relegated to the status of a “So-and so,” would have to relinquish His sandal and for evermore have the derogatory title, “House of the Pulled off Sandal,” and everyone not redeemed would be required to spit in His face.

Does such a horrid fate await Him Who gave everything so that all would be vivified, justified, reconciled and saved?
No! 
We see that, God highly exalts Him, and graces Him with the name that is above every name, that in the name of Jesus every knee should be bowing, celestial and terrestrial and subterranean, and every tongue should be acclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord, for the glory of God, the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).

Firstborn of every creature – what a wonderful revelation given to the apostle Paul for us!
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