Thoughts on the Restoration of Judas                      
“For unregretted are the graces
 and the calling of God.”
                           Romans 11:29 

A fellow asked me if I believed Judas was going to be restored.

I answered yes; he is already “restored”. 
He immediately quoted the verse in Mark, which is similar to the one in Matthew, from the KJV.
"The Son of man indeed goeth as it is written of Him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!  Good were it for that man if he had not been born" (Mark 14:21) 

This verse, he said, was proof that God will not reconcile all mankind, and especially not Judas.
On the surface it would seem that he was right, read it!

He then said that this also proved that there is a hell.
There is no mention of hell in that, or any verse concerning Judas, or anyone, so I won’t bother with that take on this, but I will go into clearing up what this verse actually says when properly translated from the Greek.

I have two Greek-English Interlinears. These are awkward to read as a casual read, but they can be useful to clear up some of the errors in some (most) bible translations.
The first is from the Emphatic Diaglott. 

"The indeed son of the man goes away, even as it has been written concerning him; woe but to the man that through whom the son of the man is delivered up; good it was to him, if not was born the man that." (Mark 14:21, Emphatic Diaglott Interlinear). 

The second is from the Concordant Greek Text.

"The indeed SON of the human is under leading according as it has been written about Him woe yet to the human that thru whom the SON of the human is being beside given ideal it was to Him if not was generated the human that."
You can see that the man who would have benefited the most was Jesus, if Judas had never been born. The translators (of most bible versions) have reversed the order thereby having us to believe it were better for Judas if he (Judas) had never been born. 
If they would have translated these two verses properly much confusion could have been avoided concerning Judas. The Concordant Literal New Testament translates Mark 14:21 this way; 
“Seeing that the Son of Mankind is indeed going away according as it is written concerning Him, yet woe to that man through whom the Son of Mankind is being given up! Ideal were it for Him if that man were not born!"

As well as Matthew 26:24;
“The Son of Mankind is indeed going away, according as it is written concerning Him, yet woe to that man through whom the Son of Mankind is being given up! Ideal were it for Him if that man were not born!"
They are consistent with the Greek.

The Diaglott translators in their version reversed the order, just like most other translators did, they were not consistent. 
What most translators did was put “he” instead of him, and made “he” Judas, as well as that man Judas at the end of the verse. But, as you can see (from the interlinears) there is no “he”, they took a liberty. Him and that man, or the human, cannot be the same person. Him is Jesus, that man or the human is Judas. They screwed around with the inspired order by replacing him with he.
The fellow I was talking with didn’t seem to think it mattered. It does if you are Judas, or anyone who repents of some wrong they have committed (not that mistranslating a verse or two can decide the fate of anyone). It is mistranslating scriptures, like these two verses, that will give sincere people a sense of hopelessness. When they are told that Judas’ confession of sin isn’t good enough, it breeds doubt, and that doubt can lead to all sorts of mental pressure, if it does read 1 John 1:8-10, 2:1-2.  
When Judas saw the injustice that was happening to Jesus the first thing he did was go to the priests, he was filled with regret because of the wrong that he did. His confession of sin is his admission of his guilt, and his knowledge of his missing the mark (1 John 1:9).
“Then Judas, who gives Him up, perceiving that He was condemned, regretting, turns back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, "I sinned in giving up innocent blood." Yet they said, "What is it to us? You should be seeing to that!" Matthew 27:3, 4

At that time none of the apostles really knew for sure if Jesus was the Messiah. Earlier on in Jesus’ ministry Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, but at that moment their Messiah was about to be crucified. At that time all of His apostles had abandoned Him, even Peter denied that he knew Him. Three times over the course of the evening when asked if he knew Jesus he answered; “No! I don’t know Him.” Peter lied.
Peter didn’t repent, or confess his sin, at the third cock crow, he cried, or lamented (Mark 14:72). Not until Jesus appeared to him (for the third time) after His resurrection, and asked Peter; “Do you love me?” did Peter confess his faith and love (John 21:14-17).
None stood by Jesus, Judas, on the other hand knew that the man, Jesus, was innocent, and immediately (after Satan left him) went to the priests (because in those days that is what you did), regretting what he did, confessed his sin, but they could care a less.  
Judas now feels his confession of sin is not forgiven, (and it isn’t according to the priests). He is filled with hopeless remorse because he see’s his friend Jesus is now being condemned. This overwhelming pain and despair causes Judas to hang himself. If Judas could have made his way to where Jesus was being tried, and asked Him to forgive him, what does anyone believe that Jesus would have said? Jesus’ own words that He had spoken would have released Judas from any wrong;

"Therefore I am saying to you, every sin and blasphemy shall be pardoned men….. And whosoever may be saying a word against the Son of Mankind, it will be pardoned him.” Matthew 12:31, 32 
As was written above, Jesus was the One that would have benefitted the most if Judas had never been born. As He prayed in the garden we are told He was;

· Depressed;  Matthew 26:37

· Sorrow-stricken to His soul;  Matthew 26:38

· His sweat became as clots of blood;  Luke 22:44

· He asked that this hour (cup) may pass from Him three times. Mark 14:35, 36

Jesus was the Lamb of God that was to shed His blood for the Sin of the whole world (John 1:29), and the Lamb had to be delivered to the place of sacrifice. This was what Judas (as one of the twelve) was chosen to do (Acts 1:16, 17), deliver Jesus to those who would sacrifice Him. Earlier that evening, in the upper room, Jesus tells Judas to hurry and do what has to be done (John 13:27).

Jesus didn’t try to stop Him. He didn’t try to exorcize Him (Judas was at that time possessed by Satan), He told him to hurry. Only Jesus knew what was going down.
Judas was chosen to be the one to deliver up the Lamb of God (Acts 1:16). 

What Jesus was about to experience was the most horrific torture of body and mind that anyone could ever endure. Not only was He tortured physically, but beaten to the point that Isaiah tells us;

“Just as many were appalled over Him. So ruined was His appearance more than any man.” Isaiah 52:14

He was beaten so badly that after His torture Jesus didn’t look human.
On the cross He also took upon Himself all the Sin of mankind, past, present, and future.

It has to be remembered that Jesus, while on earth, was a man, with the same emotions as any other man (Philippians 2:7, 8, Hebrews 4:15, 5:7, 8,), and as a man He would have rather let the cup He was about to drink pass by Him, but as the Lamb of God He was obedient unto death (John 1:29, 1 Peter 1:19).
“The Son of Mankind (Jesus) is indeed going away, according as it is written concerning Him (Jesus), yet woe to that man (Judas) through whom the Son of Mankind (Jesus) is being given up! Ideal were it for Him (Jesus) if that man (Judas) were not born!"
Judas blew it, or so they say.
“Yet Jesus said to them, "Verily, I am saying to you, that you who follow Me, in the renascence whenever the Son of Mankind should be seated on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Matthew 19:28
I recently saw an artist depiction of the thrones that the twelve will sit on during the Millennium, Matthias name was on the throne that Judas was to occupy. 

Even though tradition and commentators (not scripture) says that Judas lost all his rights as an Apostle, the truth is Judas did the bidding of God (Acts 4:27, 28).

On numerous occasions Jesus told the twelve Apostles that they would sit on twelve thrones judging Israel in the kingdom. Matthew 19:28 above tells us when this will happen; “In the renascence (the new age, the millennium).”
Did Jesus lie to Judas, and the others?

You never read of Jesus telling the apostles; “All of you except Judas will sit on these thrones.”
Jesus knew that Judas was the one that was to give Him up when He chose him as an apostle.

I don’t believe that Judas will lose his position in the Millennium, and I don’t see where the scriptures teach he will.

In Revelation 21:14 it says;

“And the walls of the city has twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lambkin.”

These twelve names are the names of the apostles Jesus chose.

If you read in Acts chapter one verse 23 it says; “They” nominate two, Justice and Matthias,” to replace Judas. This might seem to be insignificant to many, but the fact is the apostles nominate two, (were they split on which one was more qualified?). After prayer they drew lots to see which one of the two would step into Judas’ position, Matthias won. The twelfth apostle of the Lamb (Rev. 21:14) Judas was chosen by the Lamb (Jesus), not by the remaining eleven.

Some say the drawing of lots was common, and maybe so, but Jesus knew (after much prayer) who the twelve were who were to follow him at the time of His earthly ministry (no drawing of lots necessary), and who would rule with him in the Millennium. 
Judas lost his position as an apostle in that present dispensation only because of his death (Acts 1:17, 20, 25). After Judas’ death the apostles had to find a replacement (in order to fulfill scripture Acts 1:20). This replacement was to take over the supervision that Judas held while he was with them in that dispensation (Acts 1:25). 
If Judas never took his life would the other eleven have kicked him out even after his repentance of sin?

Some of Jesus’ last words to the twelve were;

"A new precept am I giving to you, that you be loving one another; according as I love you, that you also be loving one another. By this all shall be knowing that you are My disciples, if you should be having love for one another." John 13:34, 35
Judas wasn’t in the room at the time of this new precept; he was out fulfilling the prophecy that would bring Jesus to the cross.
When Judas came with the mob to deliver Jesus up to them, Jesus called him His friend (Matthew 26:50).

Mark in his account calls Judas one of the twelve (Mark 14:43).

So, even up to that point (the delivering of Jesus to the mob) Judas had not lost his apostleship.
Peter say’s in Acts 1:17 that Judas was numbered among us.

The Amplified Bible say’s;

“For he was numbered among us and received {by divine allotment} his portion of this ministry.”
Matthias was elected to take over Judas’ position as an apostle, but only up to the time he died. There is no record that states that Matthias will sit on a throne in the millennium. 
At the resurrection, Judas will be restored to his rightful position.

For a time Judas’ faith in Jesus faulted, but we never read that Jesus gave up on Judas.

Expect to see Judas (not Matthias) on a throne in the upcoming age, as he was one of the twelve chosen personally by Jesus, he wasn’t a mistake, or bad choice, he was one of the twelve, promised a place in the millennium reign, judging Israel (Matthew 19:28).
The Potters Field 

“We are the clay and You our Potter.”

                                         Isaiah 64:8

The thirty pieces of silver that was bargained for Jesus, that Judas returned, was used by the priests to buy a parcel of land called the Potters Field. The land was to be used for burying strangers, or foreigners (non Israelites), some say it was located in Gehenna. 
The Potters field was probably a field where broken pottery was dumped, it was essentially a dump. Some believe that Judas originally bought it, or put a down payment on it, and the priests finished the transaction with the thirty pieces of silver that Judas threw back at them. Others believe that the priests bought it in his (Judas) name.

The field became known as the Field of Blood, because this is where Judas was said to have hanged himself, and after hanging there, for some time, the rope broke and he fell (probably on shards of broken pottery) and ruptures his midsection and his intestines spilled out.

This Potters Field, or Field of Blood, was purchased with the blood of Jesus.

It is interesting that the field that was purchased was called the Potters Field. Paul in Romans 9 writes about The Potter and the clay. Paul says out of the same lump the Potter forms a vessel for honor and a vessel for dishonor. Jeremiah 18:4 says:
“Yet the vessel which he was making with clay was ruined in the hand of the potter.”
Who is the Potter?

Who is the clay?

We are all clay in the Hands of the Potter. Even in His hands He can ruin the clay to serve a different and even greater purpose.

With these vessels of dishonor, God (The Potter) sometimes uses them to displays His indignation and make His powerful doings known (Romans 9:22).

In the case of Judas God did just that. 

God used Judas, a vessel of dishonor, formed in the Hands of The Potter, to display His powerful doings, bringing Jesus to the cross, so Sin and death would be abolished (2 Timothy 1:10, Hebrews 9:26), and salvation would now be seen by all mankind (Luke 3:6), and the Son of Man would be glorified (John 13:31).
God displayed His power at the resurrection and vivification of Jesus, and it had its beginnings by using one of the twelve, a vessel of dishonor, Judas, chosen by Jesus.
It must be remembered that in all of the scriptures Judas is the only human to be possessed by Satan. Others were oppressed, tempted and influenced by Satan, but only Judas was actually possessed by Satan, Judas, who was one of the twelve, chosen by Jesus. It is doubtful that Judas, the broken vessel, (on his own) could have done the deed, why else the possession?
Prophecy had to be fulfilled, and Judas was the one chosen to fulfill it (John 17:12).

I left off the last part of Jeremiah 18:4.

It reads; 

“And he turned back and made it into another vessel, just as it seemed upright in the eyes of the potter to make.”

Judas, as well as everyone else, who has committed some act of treachery, or deceit, sin, or blasphemy, against God, will be restored to their rightful place in God (Acts 3:21).
This is the thread that runs throughout scripture, the restoration of all.

“Lo! New am I making all.”   Revelation 21:5
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