INTRODUCTION

     The following study has come out of the last five years of my walk of faith.  In 2012 I read a short article called, “Growing in a Realization of Our Expectation – Part One - Who are Included in the Body of Christ”, written by Peter Feddema, who gave the credit of his own discovery of the revelation of the body of Christ to a teacher, Andre Piet, of the Netherlands. The scriptures were presented from Paul's epistles to show that all who believe the evangel of 1 Corinthians 15:3-11 are in Christ, and therefore also, in the body of Christ. All, includes all believing Jews including the twelve apostles and of course all believing Gentiles.

The scriptures quoted in the article also got my attention and I recognized the profound significance of the body of Christ, as taught by the apostle Paul. Since then, not only Ephesians, but all scripture, became living and operative in my life in greater measure.  As I read in Ephesians, “Rouse! O drowsy one, and rise from among the dead, and Christ shall dawn upon you!” I realized that I had been drowsing and now awakening to Christ.

What I had previously heard taught about the body of Christ, I sensed was somehow connected to the teaching of the two evangels which, I also couldn't understand. So began my search to find where it is in the scriptures. As I read from Acts to Jude, I couldn't find any other verse besides Galatians 2:7. When I communicated about this with some in our circle of fellowship, one brother was quite indignant that I would ever question that teaching; however, the other brother was gracious and patient  with me, sending me material to read and we discussed it through emails. Yet, I still couldn't believe something that had no other verse to confirm it. Also, I wanted to know what the other evangel message actually was but no one could show me without giving long explanations of why there were differences, and I couldn't believe something I couldn't see clear scripture for. As well, I could not find any differences in the actual messages of Peter and Paul concerning the evangel preached in Acts to both Jews and Gentiles. However, I knew that it was to Paul that the secret of the Christ was revealed as in Ephesians, to dispense to both Jews and Gentiles. 

It's been over twenty years since we came into the Concordant fellowships through the conferences and the literature. Many of those we have come to know  are dear to our hearts and nothing I am saying is against anyone of them, rather it concerns this particular teaching. When we began to fellowship we were so happy to have found those who believed the salvation of all and we naively thought the bliss would never end.  Well, the schisms  came and now our wonderful fellowship is rather splintered into different camps, so to speak. We can fellowship on a certain level if we do not address the differences. 

However, as far as I know, all the splinter groups still hold to the teaching of two evangels along with many other two's that separate the saints (two different comings of the Lord, two different callings and expectations, two bodies - terrestrial and celestial, and rewards etc.) I don't know how long this teaching has been around that Peter and Paul are not, together in Christ, so that Christ is parted (divided), which Paul says is not possible. Yet, I have come to perceive that the seed of that doctrine is division. That is the seed that has sprouted and grown into a tree in our midst. Jesus said that a tree is known by its fruit, which is either rotten or ideal. The rotten tree can only produce rotten fruit as the ideal tree brings forth ideal fruit. Would love not be the ideal fruit? Even a child can understand what love is. When parents divorce, a child instinctively knows it's not because they love one another even if they keep saying that for the sake of the child. It also reveals the limits of their love even for the child. If a teaching promotes division at it's most basic level, how can it inspire unity in Christ? People who love one another do not separate from one another. Love finds a way. 

What about loving God and Jesus Christ or loving the truth? Jesus also said that, “A new precept am I giving you, that you be loving one another; according as I love you, that you also be loving one another. By this all shall be knowing that you are My disciples, if you should be having love for one another”. Does this pertain to us now? Or is it only for Peter and associates? Is following Paul superior to following and heeding Jesus? Didn't Paul say, follow or imitate  me as I follow Christ? Paul also said, “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing but what matters is the keeping of the precepts of God”.

If we say that following Paul means separating from Peter and the circumcision writings including the gospels aren't we ignoring many things both Paul and Jesus said? If Christ can be parted through the apostles, and this is systematically taught to be the truth, then, according to Ephesians, the keeping of the unity of the spirit is not being obeyed; hence, the revelation of the Christ, the secret, is covered over; and, the declarations of the  apostle Paul, Jesus and the other writers are also being systematically contradicted. And yet, it is being done, perhaps sincerely, by the very ones who believe they are teaching and defending the same evangel that Paul taught and suffered greatly for. Yet, the Spirit of Truth inspires love and unity, not division.   

When a wrong teaching sounds right and, is also pleasing to us, we are in danger of accepting it and coming under its mesmerizing influence without recognizing it. We can easily forget that our flesh is always at enmity to the spirit and can deceive us. Teachers of the gospel and especially learned scholars are especially in danger because the Adversary  will seek to use them to influence many others away from the faith. When a concept is accepted as truth, it is said to be stronger than a fact, because, it prefers to ignore a fact. It is more appealing in some way than a fact. However, the facts will always expose an erroneous concept. Scripture is the only fact we have to expose a wrong conceptual teaching. Also, when one scripture is used to do away with another scripture in order to support a teaching, that teaching ought to be carefully examined.

Which now brings us back to this tree being ideal or rotten. Paul tells us in Galatians that schisms and strife are a work of the flesh. Not ideal fruit. Jesus said that every tree that is not producing ideal fruit will be cut down and cast into the fire. And this is in perfect harmony with Paul's warning that the fire will be testing each man's work – what kind it is.

This ought to be a sobering warning for every believer and teacher of the evangel. Paul tells us, it is fleshly and immature to say we are of Paul or of anyone else, who are just servants through whom we believed and that it is not about them but about God who causes the growth. However, each servant will receive his own reward for his service. 

It is quite evident that there is very little unity in Christendom. All the major denominations are schisms and then within each one of those are multiple schisms. Every schism has its pet teaching(s) that defines it. And as we point the finger at them let us examine ourselves lest we are found to be just as sectarian. 

Paul exhorts: 

“Try yourselves, if you are in the faith; test yourselves. Or are you not recognizing yourselves that Christ Jesus is in you, except you are some what disqualified?” 2Cor.13:5  

We ought not assume that we cannot be deceived, by the serpent, in our minds, away from Christ to another Jesus, a different spirit or a different evangel than the one Paul preached (2Cor.11:4). What the consequence of that is I do not yet comprehend but it troubles me.

Perhaps this opening letter is more of a conclusion than an introduction since it already contains strong entreaty, and yet, it is the conclusion of what I have been studying and testing through the scriptures for five years now. And since we have been in fellowship with many of you now for over twenty years this is continually in my mind and studies and now finally sense it is time to speak of it

... come what may. 

My deepest desire is that some at least who read this will take it to heart and search this teaching out more thoroughly. I realize it is more difficult and humbling for one who has taught something for many years, to be confronted with the possibility that it is error, but surely it has been in sincerity, so that when the opportunity arises to recognize it, in order to admit the error, is that not better than continuing to teach it?  Since God's word is inspired, it does not contradict itself. Man, the flesh, contradicts it. It is hidden to our human reasonings. When it appears to contradict it is because it is spiritually discerned.  

Finally, I welcome feedback and correction where I have erred in my words and yet let it be through scripture. 

Grace be with all who are loving our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption! Amen!

Marja Bast

KEEPING THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT

     “I am entreating you, then, I the prisoner of the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, with all humility and meekness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit with the  tie  {TOGETHER-BOND} of peace: one body and one spirit, according as you were called also with one expectation of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, over all and through all and in all  (Eph.4:1-5)

Can the reader agree that keeping the unity of the spirit is critically connected to the word one? In fact there are seven ones, which  a student of the scriptures  knows is the number of completion, perfection. Thus can we not conclude that this is what the unity of spirit looks like? The complete teaching naming seven aspects of this unity so that we should be diligent to preserve this unity not only by our behavior but also, by what we teach.

Unity is literally ONENESS in the Greek keyword.

We will be looking at the unity of the Spirit (Eph.4:3) and the unity of the faith (Eph.4:13), in light of the one body, the one spirit, and the one faith. As well we will look into the evangel entrusted to the apostle Paul, that is for the obedience of faith among all the nations, and thus, for attainment into the unity of the faith, for all the saints; also, we will look at a few other aspects that are connected to these unities.

ONE BODY

There is one body in this administration of the grace of God and the revelation of it was given to the apostle Paul as written in Ephesians: 

     “Wherefore, remember that once you, the nations in flesh—who are termed 'Uncircumcision' by those termed 'Circumcision', in flesh, made by hands-- that you were, in that era, apart from Christ, being alienated from the citizenship of Israel, and guests of the promise covenants, having no expectation, and without God in the world.

     Yet now, in Christ Jesus, you, who once are far off are become near by the blood of Christ. For He is our Peace, Who makes both one, and razes the central wall of the barrier (the enmity in His flesh), nullifying the law of precepts in decrees, that He should be creating the two, in Himself, into one new humanity, making peace; and should be reconciling both in one body to God through the cross, killing the enmity in it. And coming, He brings the evangel of peace to you, those afar, and peace to those near, for through Him we both have had the access, in one spirit, to the Father.

     Consequently, then, no longer are you guests and sojourners, but are fellow-citizens of the saints and belong to God's family, being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, the capstone of the corner being Christ Jesus Himself, in Whom the entire building, being connected together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord: in Whom you, also, are being built together for God's dwelling place, in spirit {Eph.2:11-22} 

Do these words need further explanation? Is it not clear what God has done through the cross of Christ that concerns the relationship between the believing Jew and the believing Gentile? There is no longer a separation between these two groups of people! If further explanation is given will it contradict what is written here? Will it contradict the one body, or the one spirit, or the one expectation of your calling, or the one Lord, or the one faith, or the one baptism, or the one God and Father? Each one of these ones is a revelation of the unity of the Spirit. The evangel is the starting point.

ONE EVANGEL

This is the administration of the grace of God that was given to Paul for the nations and the secret was made known to him by revelation which also is the secret of the Christ, which, in other generations, is not made known to the sons of humanity as it was now revealed to His holy apostles and prophets: in spirit the nations are to be joint enjoyers of an allotment, and a joint body, and joint partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus, through the evangel of which I became the dispenser...to me...was granted this grace: to bring the evangel of the untraceable riches of Christ to the nations, and to enlighten all as to what is the administration of the secret, which has been concealed from the eons in God..{Eph.3:2-9}

Is this not the same evangel in verse 6 that is also in Romans 1:16,17, the evangel  is God's power for salvation to everyone believing to the Jew first and also to the Greek revealing God's righteousness for faith? Is this not the same evangel that Paul brought to the Jews and the nations in Acts 13:32-48? 

“And we are bringing you the evangel which comes to be a promise to the fathers, that God has fully fulfilled this for our children in raising Jesus...from the dead...  Let it then be known to you, men, brethren, that through this One is being announced to you the pardon of sins, and from all which you could not be justified in the law of Moses, in this One everyone who is believing is being justified.”     (quoted in part)

What about 1Cor.15:1-11? Paul speaking of the evangel which is about the death and resurrection of Christ and who all saw Him after His resurrection, mentioning Cephas, James and the twelve, and over 500 brethren as well as himself, he then says in verse 11:

“Then, whether I or they, thus we are heralding and thus you believe.” 

How about the evangel that came through Peter in Acts when a believing sect of the Pharisees rose up to say that the nations must be circumcised and keep the law of Moses? Peter said to them,

 “Men! Brethren! You are versed in the fact that from the days at the beginning God chooses among you, that through my mouth the nations are to hear the word of the evangel and believe. And God, the Knower of hearts, testifies to them, giving the holy spirit according as to us also, and in nothing discriminates between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. Why, then, are you now trying God, by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we are strong enough to bear? But through the grace of the Lord Jesus we are believing, to be saved in a manner even as they.”  (Acts 15:7-11)
Where are the differences between the believing Jews with Peter and Paul with the nations, in regards to the evangel that was preached? The basic truth of the evangel is, that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and that He was entombed, and that He has been aroused the third day according to the scriptures, and this was preached by the twelve apostles and Paul. 

Moving on in Acts with the apostle Paul:

“You are versed from the first day on which I stepped into the province of Asia, how I came to be with you all the time, slaving for the Lord with all humility and tears, and the trials befell me by the plots of the Jews; how under no circumstances did I shrink from informing you of anything which was expedient, and teaching you in public and at your homes, certifying to both Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ...nor yet am I making my soul precious to myself, till I should be perfecting my career and the dispensation which I got from the Lord Jesus, to certify the evangel of the grace of God...heralding the kingdom...for under no circumstances do I shrink from informing you of the entire counsel of God.

     Take heed to yourselves and to the entire flocklet, among which the holy spirit appointed you supervisors, to be shepherding the ecclesia of God, which He procures through the blood of His Own. Now I am aware that, after I am out of reach, burdensome wolves will be entering among you, not sparing the flocklet. And from among yourselves will arise men, speaking perverse things to pull away disciples after themselves. Wherefore  watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I cease not admonishing each one with tears. And now I am committing you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to edify and give the enjoyment of an allotment among all who have been hallowed.” Acts 20: 18-32

Is this a different evangel than the one Paul preached to the Ephesians, or to those in Rome, the Corinthians, Galatians, etc?  Regardless of the time period that Paul spoke these words why would there be a change in the evangel? Paul only ever mentions One Evangel and it concerns the Lord Jesus Christ, the Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah. He preached the same message to both Jews and Greeks.

Paul writes to the Galatians:

“I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you in the grace of Christ, for a different evangel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the evangel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you an evangel other than that which we have preached to you, let him be anathema” Gal.1:6-8. 

And to emphasize the importance of only one evangel he repeats it again, that there can be no other evangel! He constantly struggled to defend the evangel from those who would bring another evangel to divert the believers away from faith and devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ and away from His saving grace. He called some of them “stubborn or disobedient Jews ” (Acts 14: 2) and “false brethren” (Gal.2:4). 

Therefore, in light of these scriptures alone how is it possible that now suddenly Paul makes a statement that contradicts his previous ones concerning the evangel? Right after he mentioned the false brethren in Galatians who snuck  into their midst to spy out their freedom in Christ in order to bring them into bondage (slavery to law keeping), he says he did not yield in subjection to them even for an hour so that “the truth of the evangel be continuing with you”. 

Then comes this seeming contradiction in Gal.2:7 : 

“...perceiving that I have been entrusted with the evangel of the Uncircumcision, according as Peter of the Circumcision” . Is this now speaking of two evangels? If that is the case, then this ought to be the time Paul would explain what the differences are, because he has just emphatically said there is only one evangel! However, this is what he goes on to say: 

     “...(for He Who operates in Peter for the apostleship of the Circumcision operates in me also for the nations)...that we, indeed, are to be for the nations, yet they (James, Cephas, and John) for the Circumcision --”

And in Corinthians he says, 

     “...I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God.  For I betroth you to one Man, to present a chaste virgin to Christ. Yet I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deludes Eve by its craftiness, your apprehensions should be corrupted from the singleness and pureness which is in Christ. For if, indeed, he who is coming is heralding another Jesus whom we do not herald, or you are obtaining a different spirit, which you did not obtain, or a different evangel, which you did not receive, you are bearing with him ideally...For such are false apostles, fraudulent workers, being transfigured into apostles of Christ. And no marvel,  for Satan himself is being transfigured into a messenger of light. It is no great thing, then, if his servants also are being transfigured as dispensers of righteousness...” (2Cor.11:2-15)  

Error can so quickly enter into our midst to turn us away from the truth. It is the work of the Adversary to twist the truth in a seemingly believable way. Yet he must work through a willing mouthpiece. And it can be so powerfully deceptive and convincing that no one is immune to it, even those who ought to know better, because it is a spiritual power that deceives and often uses the word to do it. Let him who thinks he is standing, beware lest he fall.  It seems that is where the problem lies, when we think we are standing and thus invincible. Peter fell more than once even though he understood by revelation: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” and he was given the keys to the kingdom of the heavens because it is upon this revelation, this Rock, on which Christ is building His ecclesia. This realization did not prevent him from denying Christ. 

Later, Peter being intimidated by the Judaizers was carried away by their hypocrisy and thus, needed to be corrected by Paul because of his attitude toward the truth of the evangel:

     “Now when Cephas came to Antioch, I withstood him to the face,  for he was self-censured. For, before the coming of some from James, he ate together with those of the nations. Yet when they came, he shrank back, and severed himself, fearing those of the Circumcision. And the rest of the Jews also play the hypocrite with him, so that Barnabas also was led away with their hypocrisy. But when I perceived that they are not correct in their attitude toward the truth of the evangel, I said to Cephas in front of all, 'If you, being inherently a Jew, are living as the nations, and not as the Jews, how are you compelling the nations to be Judaizing?' ”  (Gal.2:11-14 )
If Peter's so-called Circumcision evangel, differs from Paul's to the nations then how? Law keeping? Grace and law mixed in a way only the Jews can manage? Yet the scriptures are clear on this. There are only two alternatives: it is either Law or Faith! Circumcision or Christ! Grace or works! See Rom. 3:19-28; 11:6 Gal. 2:15,16; 4:21-31; 5:1-6.

      “...Abraham's faith is reckoned for righteousness. How, then, is it reckoned? Being in circumcision or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision but in uncircumcision. And he obtained the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of faith which was in uncircumcision, for him to be the father of all those believing through uncircumcision, for righteousness to be reckoned to them, and the father of the Circumcision, not to those of the Circumcision only, but to those also who are observing the elements of the faith in the footprints of our father Abraham, in uncircumcision.

     “For not through law is the promise to Abraham, or to his Seed, for him to be enjoyer of the allotment of the world, but through  faith's righteousness. For if those of law are enjoyers of the allotment, faith has been made void and the promise has been nullified...

      Therefore it is of faith that it may accord with grace, for the promise to be confirmed to the entire seed, not to those of the law only, but to those also of the faith of Abraham, who is father of us all, according as it is written that, 'A father of many nations have I appointed you...' ” Rom.4:10-17

It is clear that the promise is through faith not through law. The promise made to Abraham is not only for the Jew but is also for the Gentile because it comes through Isaac, the son of promise, which is Christ.

Those who teach that there are two evangels often connect “correctly cutting the word of truth” (2Tim.2:15)  with “the evangel of the uncircumcision and the evangel of the circumcision” (Gal.2:7). However, why is it assumed when the context in Timothy has no indication of that? There isn't even a hint that it could be referring to the so called two evangels. Apart from Philetus and Hymeneus teaching error and subverting the faith of some the context deals a lot with behavior, what Paul says we should be concerned about. Is it handling accurately the word of truth  to teach that correctly cutting the word means dividing between the Circumcision and Uncircumcision evangels?  

There is only one verse, one witness, that says “the evangel of the Uncircumcision” and “the evangel of the Circumcision”. And within  this context it seems that the explanation is given: ( for He Who operates in Peter for the apostleship of the Circumcision operates in me also for the nations)...that we (Paul and Barnabas) are to be for the nations, yet they (Cephas, James and John) for the Circumcision—Gal.2:8-10.  Can it not be said that the following verses give a double witness that it is not speaking of two evangels, but rather, ministry to two groups of believers? Yet even more critical is it, to build a major teaching out of one verse of scripture when numerous verses speak of one evangel? And one being the operative word concerning the revelation of unity.

TOGETHER-BOND OF PEACE

Going back to Ephesians 4, we are entreated to be endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit with the tie or literally together-bond of peace. What else could this together-bond be besides just not arguing or separating?

Well, Paul tells us already in Ephesians 2 what that together-bond is : 

“ For He is our Peace, Who makes both one...that He should be creating the two in Himself, into one new humanity, making peace...And coming He brings the evangel of peace to you, those afar, and peace to those near, for through Him we both have had the access, in one spirit, to the Father.”  

There is a lot of peace and oneness now, because of Christ Jesus, Who is our peace. And notice the evangel of peace that He brings to both Jew and Gentile.                                                            

ALL ONE BODY

Those who teach two evangels do claim to believe what Paul wrote in Ephesians about the one body but still teach that the apostles, Peter, James and John, are not part of this together-bond body of Christ. On what authority can that be stated? Where is that written? Do the apostles not have the holy spirit, the same spirit the Gentiles receive upon believing on the Lord Jesus Christ?

“For in one spirit also we all are baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and all are made to imbibe one spirit.” 

1Cor.12:13 

How is it that the apostles are not part of this body? What does Paul go on to say in v.27-28?

“Now you are the body of Christ, and members of a part, whom also God, indeed, placed in the ecclesia, first, apostles, second, prophets, third teachers...”

Why would the twelve, especially, Peter, James and John be outside of this body, when God placed in the ecclesia, first, apostles but then leave out the earliest apostles? Wouldn't it be stated somewhere clearly? It is confusing and contradictory to teach that. And is there an ecclesia that is separate from the body? That teaching has to be read into the scriptures to support it. God's family is being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cap corner stone, in Whom the entire building, being connected together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord. The only people excluded from this building, ecclesia or body, are those who rejected Christ and unbelievers.

In fact, Paul wrote earlier in 1Cor.10:1-4:

“For I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, that our fathers all were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of the spiritual Rock which followed. Now the Rock was Christ.”

How much more can we now say, all are now partaking of the same spiritual food and drink, which is the spiritual body and blood of Christ? All means all, not some, and not just those who followed Paul, or as is taught, those who chose to follow his evangel of grace as opposed to those who chose to stay in the Circumcision evangel entrusted to Peter. That can nowhere be found. Further more, it is God, Who is choosing, and placing every member in the body of Christ, is it not?

“He chooses us in Him before the disruption of the world” Eph.1:4

“Yet now God placed the members, each one of them, in the body according as He wills.” (1Cor.12:18. See also John 15:16).

Where are the divisions to be found among those who are chosen for salvation in Christ Jesus with glory eonian (2Tim.2:8-10)? 

PAUL ONLY?

Concerning Paul versus Peter lets go to 1Cor.1:10-13:

“Now I am entreating you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all may be saying the same thing, and there may be no schisms among you, but you may be attuned to the same mind and to the same opinion. For ...there are strifes among you. Now I am saying this, that each of you is saying, 'I, indeed, am of Paul,' yet 'I of Apollos,' yet 'I of Cephas,' yet 'I of Christ.' Christ is parted! (Christ is divided!) Not Paul was crucified for your sakes! Or into the name of Paul are you baptized?” 

How can we say that we are of Paul and not of Peter when Paul tells us not to say that? How can we say we are following Paul and then turn around and contradict the very words he spoke? If we are just of Paul then we are saying that Christ can be divided. In the Corinthian ecclesia there were four different groups each saying we are “of” someone, excluding the others. It's even wrong to say that we are of Christ because that attitude divides. In fact, if we are attuned to the same mind and opinion, the mind of Christ, then we will all be saying the same thing and there will be no schisms in our midst. This is exactly what Paul has said!

SPIRITUAL OR FLESHLY

Paul addresses this same issue again in chapter three saying that he could not speak to them as to spiritual, but as to fleshly, minors in Christ, who were walking according to man. Why are we not able to say the same thing? Because we are not all hearing the spirit and being taught by spirit. The spirit of truth unites. The flesh divides. Unity can never come through the flesh of man because it is self serving, limited, and at enmity with the Spirit. If we attempt to achieve unity through the flesh we create another division in the ecclesia. Each division is recognized by its pet teaching: be it of baptism, of speaking in tongues, of Sabbath keeping, of Peter, of Paul, etc.

Paul tells us only to, “Become imitators of me, according as I also am of Christ”  (1Cor.11:1)
THE SPIRIT TEACHES

In 1Cor.2:1-5 Paul writes:

“And I, coming to you, brethren, not with superiority of word or of wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God,  for I decide not to perceive anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I came to be with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, and my word and my heralding were not with the persuasive words of human wisdom, but with demonstration of spirit and of power, that your faith may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 

Then he goes on speaking of the wisdom among the mature, that which is not perceived through physical senses but God reveals it to us through His spirit, “not with words taught by human wisdom, but with those taught by the spirit, matching spiritual blessings with spiritual words” (CV).  NAV says, “combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”  Whatever they are, these two spirituals can only be taught by the spirit, because they are spiritually examined and not through human wisdom. 

As long as we remain divisive we are immature and not able to digest spiritual food. In chapter 3 Paul warns those who are building on the foundation of God's building with teachings that are classified as burnable materials of wood, grass and straw, that which is temporary and passing away. That which comes from fleshly wisdom and reasoning. This is a sobering warning for all who are teaching in the ecclesia. The fire will be testing each man's work as to what kind it is and it will become evident, perhaps at great loss.

“So that, let no one be boasting in men,  for all is yours , whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or the present, or that which is  impending---all is yours, yet you are Christ's, yet Christ is God's” (1Cor.3:21-23). What? All is for us? All things belong to us? Whether Paul or Cephas or...? Have we not heard it taught that we must be careful to not take what doesn't belong to us, what was given to Israel by God in covenant? So why is Paul saying it all belongs to us? Well the scriptures tell us why and  the topic of Israel and covenant can be examined later. This whole topic has many aspects to it and it is difficult to isolate each one from the other because they all connect in spiritual understanding. 

ALL SCRIPTURE

If we think that the gospels and the so-called circumcision epistles are not written to us and that we should avoid them lest we begin mixing what belongs in another administration for another people we will suffer loss in our spiritual service and maturity. Paul tells us:

“....  the sacred scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All the scriptures testify of Christ. 

“All scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness, that the man of God may be equipped, fitted out for every good act.” (2Tim.3:15-17)
The same apostle who heralded the grace of God went on in chapter 4 to strongly admonish Timothy of what was coming into the church and every believer ought to consider this warning for ourselves:

“I am conjuring you in the sight of God and Christ Jesus, Who is about to be judging the living and the dead, in accord with His advent and His kingdom: Herald the word. Stand by it, opportunely, inopportunely, expose, rebuke, entreat, with all patience and teaching. For the era will be when they will not tolerate sound teaching, but, their hearing being tickled, they will heap up for themselves teachers in accord with their own desires, and indeed, they will be turning their hearing away from the truth, yet will be turned aside to myths.

THE WORDS OF JESUS

      “If anyone is teaching differently and is not approaching with sound words, even those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching in accord with devoutness, he is conceited...” (1Tim.6:3)
      “Now you did not thus learn Christ, since surely, Him you hear, and by Him were taught (according as the truth is in Jesus), to put off from you, as regards your former behavior, the old human which is corrupted in accord with its seductive desires, yet to be rejuvenated in the spirit of your mind, and to put on the new human which in accord with God, is being created in righteousness and benignity of the truth.” (Eph.4:20-25)
Looks like this covers Genesis to the Revelation of Jesus Christ and this author didn't say it, the apostle Paul did!

Therefore, lets look at some of the words (declarations) of Jesus:

“God is spirit, and those who are worshiping Him must be worshiping in spirit and truth. (John 4:24)
     “The spirit is that which is vivifying (giving life). The flesh is not benefiting anything. The declarations which I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. (John 6:63)
     “If anyone should be loving Me, he will be keeping My word, and My Father will be loving him, and We shall be coming to him and making an abode with him. He who is not loving Me, is not keeping My words. And the word which you are hearing is not Mine, but the Father's Who sends Me.  “These things have I spoken to you, remaining with you. Now the consoler, the holy spirit, which the Father will be sending in My name, that will be teaching you all, and reminding you of all I said to you. (John 14:23-26)
     “Now, whenever the consoler which I shall be sending you from the Father may be coming, the spirit of truth which proceeds from the Father, that will bear witness of Me.” (John 15:26)
     “Still much have I to say to you, but you are not able to bear at present. Yet whenever that may be coming-- the spirit of truth—it will be guiding you into all the truth ...that will glorify Me. (John 16:13,14)
Even though Christ spoke these words to His disciples they are still words of spirit and life to all  in whom His Spirit indwells, all who belong to Him.

     “For Christ is the consummation of law for righteousness to everyone who is believing.  (Rom.10:4)
     “Near you is the declaration of faith which we are heralding that, if ever you should be avowing with your mouth the declaration that Jesus is Lord, and should be believing in your heart that God rouses Him from among the dead, you shall be saved. For with the heart it is believed for righteousness, yet with the mouth it is avowed for salvation. For the scripture is saying: Everyone who is believing on Him shall not be disgraced. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same One is Lord of all, being rich for all who are invoking Him. For everyone, whoever should be invoking the name of the Lord, shall be saved.” (Rom.10:9-13)
 Jesus praying to the Father concerning His disciples:

     “Hallow them by Thy truth. Thy word is truth.

     “As Thou dost send Me into the world. I also send them into the world. And for their sakes I am hallowing Myself, that they also may be hallowed by the truth. I am not asking in behalf of these alone, but for those also who are believing in Me through their word, that they may all be one; even as Thou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us, that the world should be believing that Thou dost send Me.

     “And I have given them the glory which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, according as we are One, I in them and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in one, and that the world may know that Thou dost commission Me  and dost love them according as Thou dost love Me.” (John 17:17-23)
Does not this prayer of Jesus include all of us, Jew and Gentile? Does this “one” contradict the “one” of Ephesians? Is the one that the apostles are with Jesus less than our one in the body of Christ? Why cannot these spiritual revelations from John be joined with Paul's in Ephesians? Jesus Himself said that His words are spirit and life and that the flesh profits nothing! Nothing!  

     “I am the ideal Shepherd and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me, and I know the Father and I lay down my soul for the sake of the sheep.

     “And other sheep have I which are not of this fold. Those also I must be leading, and they will be hearing My voice, and there will be one flock, one Shepherd.  (John 10:14-16)
This tender analogy of the one Shepherd tending all of His flock gives spiritual life to those who have ears to hear what the spirit is teaching. And does not the revelation given to Paul explain who this flock is, that is not of this fold?

THE UNITY OF THE FAITH

Within the context of the unity of spirit, a little further on in Ephesians 4 Paul speaks of the ministries of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, that are given “toward the adjusting of the saints for the work of service, for the building up of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the realization of the son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ, that we may no longer be children tossed here and there by waves and every wind of teaching by human caprice to the systematizing of the deception.” (Eph.4:11-14)
There is only one faith and any teaching that contradicts that, is contributing to  the immaturity of believers affected by it. True ministry brings us into the unity of the faith and a true knowledge of the Christ. 

Can we not agree there is one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism (of spirit into Christ), one God and Father of all  for every saint and true believer in Christ Jesus? A closer look at the one expectation of your calling can be studied later, along with Israel and covenant.

IN CHRIST

Also, from 1Cor.12:12-13;  Gal.3:24-29; 5:5-6; 6:14-16;  Phil.3:3; and

Col.3:1-17 Paul emphasizes that all fleshly distinctions are removed in Christ especially the previous two groups of Jew and Gentile, Circumcision and Uncircumcision which are now joined into one body, one building, one farm, one temple, one new humanity! All these figures speak of God's dwelling place in spirit in those whom He has chosen before the disruption, through Christ Jesus. They are designated beforehand to be conformed to the image of His Son and to be a son for Him. A son (a corporate body) whose Head is Christ and who are being made ready for the glorious task of bringing all of God's creation to Himself. They are those who “are being transformed into the same image,  from glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the spirit.” (2Cor.:18) 

FLESH DESIRES PREEMINENCE

Paul not only suffered inordinately because of the evangel entrusted to him, he also spent much time and energy convincing the Jews that Gentiles are now  on par with the Jews in God's economy; that all barriers separating them are now removed through the cross of Christ. The Gentiles now share the same blessings and promises that were given to Abraham, the father of all who believe. Yet now, the same opposition to the truth of the evangel has appeared but, as the other side of the same coin, so to speak. The Gentile is now said to have the higher position in Christ, a celestial allotment, with a future glorified spiritual body like His. Whereas, the Jew is given a lower position, an earthly allotment with a terrestrial body. It's said that we will reign in the celestials and they will reign on earth. And ironically, this is taught by those who believe they are followers of Paul. Whereas, Paul writes in 1Cor.6:2-3,

 “Or are not aware that the saints shall judge the world?...Are you not aware that we shall be judging messengers, not to mention life's affairs?”  

Most likely the majority of Corinthians were Gentiles. Also, it's interesting that in Hebrews celestial is mentioned at least 5 times. Here are three clear references to a celestial expectation mentioned for the Jewish believers:

     “In faith died all these, not being requited with the promises, but perceiving them ahead and saluting them, and avowing that they are strangers and expatriates on the earth. For those who are saying such things are disclosing that they are seeking for a country of their own. And, if, indeed, they remembered that from which they came out, they might have had occasion to go back. Yet now they are craving a better, that is, a celestial; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be invoked as their God, for He makes ready for them a city.”  (Heb.11:13-16)
     “Whence, holy brethren, partners of a celestial calling...” (Heb.3:1)
“...But you have come to mount Zion, and the city of the living God, celestial Jerusalem, and to ten thousand messengers, to a universal convocation, and to the ecclesia of the firstborn, registered in the heavens...” (Heb.12:22-23)
There is another reference to seeking the city to come, not the earthly one, in Hebrews 13: 12-15 to make it six references to celestial. 

Paul also says in Galatians 4:26, 

“Yet the Jerusalem above is free, who is mother of us all.” 

Wouldn't these scriptures cause concern to those who would separate what so clearly is joined together in Christ?  When Nicodemus, a teacher of Israel, did not understand what being born of spirit meant, Jesus said to him, “If I told you of the terrestrial and you are not believing, how shall you be believing if I should be telling you of the celestial?”  (John 3:12) 

Jesus was already giving clues of what was approaching for the converted Jew.

Concerning Paul's and Peter's epistles, there are slight differences in terminology with information added or omitted, but no

contradictions.  There are also many similar words and phrases that are found in each of their writings. Nevertheless, Peter does not teach salvation through works, nor do the other apostles. Grace is mentioned ten times in 1st Peter. What Peter has to say about Paul's epistles should also be considered:

“Wherefore, beloved, hoping for these things, endeavor to be found by Him in peace, unspotted and flawless. And be deeming the patience of the Lord salvation, according as our brother Paul also writes to you, according to the wisdom  given to him, as also in all the epistles, speaking in them concerning these things, in which are some things hard to apprehend, which the unlearned and unstable are twisting, as the rest of the scriptures also, to their own destruction.” (2Pet.3:14-16) 

According to the above they are both writing to the same ecclesias and their messages do not contradict each other!

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM

Again, this two gospel teaching claims it is important not to join the good news of the kingdom that Jesus proclaimed, with Paul's evangel of the grace of God. Paul makes no indication of a difference. He preached the evangel of the grace of God and also heralded the  kingdom. There are numerous references to the kingdom, many in parables, and all needing diligent study with spiritual understanding. Here are only some references from the scriptures for those who would conveniently look at them again:

Acts 14:22;  19:8;  20:24-25;  28:23, 31;  Rom.14:17;  1Cor.4:20;  6:9-11;  1Cor.15:24,50;  Gal.5:19-21;  Eph.5:5;  Col.1:13;  4:11;  1Th.2:12;  2Th.1:5;  2Tim.4:1,18;  Heb.1:8;  12:28;  Ja.2:5;  2Pet.1:11;    Rev.1:9;  11:15;  12:10;Mk 1:14,15;  4: 26-34;  Lk8:10;  18:17;  Jn.3:3,5.

To say that the kingdom of the heavens is different from the other kingdoms mentioned I don't know at this point for sure.  I just know that Paul mentions many things like the kingdom and never indicates that it is any different in his later epistles. In fact, 2 Timothy was written one year after Ephesians according to the NAV introduction. But even if it is different, is it cause to take out of our view all that was taught in connection to it? It is still part of  the all scripture that is beneficial for our instruction in righteousness. And to take  some of the references of the kingdom as being entirely literal and strictly for the future prevents and hides kingdom revelation from the gospels. Perhaps we can say that now the Kingdom has come in spiritual power with no earthly visible glory. Whereas, the future Kingdom on earth will evidently come with great glory and power that will transform the whole earth. Jesus made some profound statements concerning His kingdom:

     “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world , then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.  (John 18:36)
     “Now, being inquired of by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God is coming, He answered them and said, 'The kingdom of God is not coming with scrutiny (or observation). Neither shall they be declaring 'Lo! here!' or 'Lo! there!' for lo! the kingdom of God is inside of you'”  (Lk.17:20,21)
How do these verses fit into the future kingdom on earth teaching? Regardless of what that future kingdom will be like? What benefit is it for our faith or spiritual growth to be making divisions for the word “kingdom”? It seems that preoccupation with what may be coming on earth for Israel has overshadowed what ought to preoccupy us now. How is this inspiring us to be standing firm in  one spirit, one soul, competing together in the faith of the evangel ?  

Since Israel rejected the Messiah, the kingdom is put on hold for them, but does it mean that the kingdom is on hold for those chosen in grace? “Callousness on Israel has come in part... for there is in the current era a remnant according to the choice of grace...What Israel is seeking for, this she did not encounter, yet the chosen encountered it.” (Rom.11:5,7,25)
Therefore, to be placing so much emphasis on what God will be doing to and for Israel in the future, which certainly will be marvelous fulfillment of scripture, but not acknowledge what Paul said concerning Israel now in this administration is not ideal, to say the least:

“For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants (seed), but: 'THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS (SEED) WILL BE NAMED.' That is, it is not the children of the flesh ,who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants (seed).  (Rom.9:6-8) 

And that seed coming through Isaac is Christ, not the fleshly lineage of Abraham for Paul also says: 

Now to Abraham the promises were declared, and to his Seed. He is not saying  'And to seeds,' as of many, but as of One: And to 'your Seed,' which is Christ.  (Gal.3:16)
SEPARATED OR JOINED?

It's rather troubling to read a well known and respected scholar when writing about The Gospel of the Kingdom, state that, “we must not confuse or join together things which God has separated”. Where is that written? What has God separated? What?! What was once separated because of fleshly distinctions God has now joined together in Christ.  However, what is confusing, is to say we must not join together what God has separated, when He actually says that He has joined them! Lets read what is written when the apostle Paul speaking of the body of Christ says,

“...for we are members of His body. For this ' a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be  joined to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh.' “This secret is great: yet I am saying this as to Christ and as to the ecclesia.”  (Eph.5:30-31)  The two, Uncircumcision and Circumcision, Jew and Gentile, are now one body with Christ.
Jesus speaking to the Jews of marriage, “Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”  (Mat.19:6) 

So be it!

