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Vivified /The Life
“I am the Resurrection and the Life.”
                                        John 11:25

The above statement, made by Jesus, had, at one time always seemed to be an over statement to me. “I am the Resurrection”, would have sufficed, why add the following: “and the Life.”?

I am sure most would agree that being resurrected means brought back to life.

Why the apparent redundancy?

Throughout the scriptures we read of those who have been brought back from the dead, or resurrected from death.

Elijah prayed (and laid) over the widow of Zarephath’s son and brought him back from death.

Elisha raised the Shunamite’s son practically the same way.
A man was thrown into Elisha’s tomb, and when his dead body touched the bones of Elisha the mans life came back to him.

Jonah was resurrected from death out of the belly of the great fish. 

Jesus brought back the daughter of Jairus, the widow of Nain’s son, as well as Lazarus from the dead.

At Jesus’ resurrection we are told that the tombs were opened and the bodies of the reposing (dead) saints came out of their tombs.

Peter raised the seamstress Tabitha (Dorcas).

Paul raised the young man Eutycus. 
Paul, himself was left for dead after being stoned and dragged outside of the city. Some say he was knocked unconscious, but that is unlikely as the scriptures say; while the disciples are standing around him he rises up and goes back into the city. He wasn’t carried back into the city, he walked back. Stoning was more than a couple of rocks thrown at the one being stoned. You were piled with rocks. 

The only way he could have walked back was by resurrection, like the others above; new life was breathed back into him. 

But, the new life that was breathed back into Paul and those who were at their time resurrected wasn’t “THE LIFE”. Every one of those people who was brought back from death is experiencing death now, except One. The life they came back with was the life we who are alive have now. And we all know how this life will end, if Christ doesn’t return during our time here.
When I came to see what is meant by “the Life”, the words that Jesus spoke when He called Himself “The Resurrection and the Life” now have far greater meaning then what I at one time believed. 

Still Here

“That there shall be a resurrection which is 
impending for both the just and the unjust.”

                                                   Acts 24:15
I titled this article “Vivified /The Life”. It is a truth in the scriptures that has been hidden to most.

Today, as well as in the past, religions have taught and teach that we are already created immortal, that death is only a passage to another life. John Lennon, when asked what he believed death was answered; “It is like going from one automobile to another.” 

In many Eastern religions the process of dying is never abolished until you have reached some form of Nirvana. Many teach that you keep coming back, go through the dying process (what we call living), and try to right the wrongs you have committed in past lives, and when that finally is achieved you have arrived, and the “supreme” and you will be one. I would question a “supreme” who was leaving it up to me to achieve supreme-hood. Not to mention the cruelty of a deity that would have its followers come back to this life of struggle time after time, only to take millenniums to try and achieve something that is unachievable in this body of flesh.

This is also true for Western religions as well. The only difference is you don’t get a second chance to right your wrongs, you are sent to the place you chose to spend eternity by making the right or wrong choice. The vivification was brought on by their own power, not by the power of the One who claims to be “The Resurrection and the Life.”

When Jesus said; “I am the Resurrection and the Life” He is saying that only through Him all will be resurrected, and through Him all will be given Life (John 14:6), this is the authority that has been given to Him from God, His Father. It is all His doing, through His faith; we can do nothing to achieve what He has achieved for us. 

There will come a time when the dead will be raised, and not experience death again, this is what the scriptures call vivified. To be vivified is to be given Life beyond the reach of death, in other words; given immortality. Here are some of the verses in the scriptures that caused me to rethink my view of when, and to whom immortality, as well as this “Vivified/LIFE” will be ours. 

Paul makes this simple truth so plain as to who will be resurrected and vivified in 1 Corinthians 15 21, 22.

“For since, in fact, through a man (Adam) came death, through a Man (Christ Jesus), also, comes the resurrection of the dead (all who died). For even as, in Adam, all are dying (every person), thus also, in Christ, shall all (every person) be vivified (given the Life).”
I had to have read those verses a hundred times before I saw what they are actually saying. Theologians, and others, will interpret these verses to support their denominations doctrines, but when you take them at face value, who can deny what Paul was actually inspired to write. We all inherited the dying process through Adam; we will all be vivified through Christ. Same dying and vivified (all) in both cases. Not a fraction of the dead are resurrected all are, not a fraction of the dead and the dying are vivified (given the Life) all are.
1 Timothy 6:13-16:

“I am charging you in the sight of God, Who is vivifying all (same all), and of Jesus Christ, Who testifies in the ideal avowal before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this precept unspotted, irreprehensible, unto the advent of our Lord, Christ Jesus, which, to its own eras, the happy and only Potentate will be showing: He is King of kings and Lord of lords, Who alone has immortality (not all who have died and are dead), making His home in light inaccessible, Whom not one of mankind perceived nor can be perceiving, to Whom be honor and might eonian! Amen!”

Many versions say; “Who is giving life to all”, instead of “vivifying all”, making the verse say much less than it really means. Of course God gives life to all (Isaiah 42:5), but the life we now have is really a long dying process (1 Peter 1:24). 

The Life we are expecting is Life beyond the reach of death, we don’t just want a resurrected life, we want a vivified life, a life that death has no reign over. Of course we first have to be resurrected, but not resurrected with these bodies we have now, we want an incorruptible body, we want immortality (1 Corinthians 15:53), the same as Christ has.
None who have died can lay claim to that now. 

At present Christ alone has immortality (2 Timothy 6:16).

Christ alone has been vivified (Romans 6:9).
He is the Firstfruit (vivified) of those who are dead (1 Corinthians 15:20).   

In This Way
“And thus shall we always be
together with the Lord.

            1 Thessalonians 4:17
It should also be remembered that Christ is not waiting for us to arrive, and neither are our loved ones, we are waiting for Him (1 Thessalonians 1:10, 4:14-18). 

From his book “The Rich Man and Lazarus” E. W. Bullinger wrote:

“Persons imbued with false traditions come to Scripture with minds filled with the inventions, fabrications and imaginations of man; and can, of course, see nothing but their own traditions apparently sanctioned by our Lord. But when we read passages in the light of the whole Word of God, and especially in the light of the context, we see in it false doctrine the traditions of the Pharisees, which were “highly esteemed among men,” but were “abomination in the sight of God.”
The Pharisees believed at the time of death angels came for the dead (Luke 16:22), Jesus points this false tradition out in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, many today believe this to be true. 
There is only one way in which the believer will be vivified, so there is no use in making up doctrines and teachings that are false, like the Pharisees did concerning the dead, no matter how much you believe them they will only give you false hope.

 In chapter four of his first letter to the Thessalonians Paul encourages them to not be ignorant as to the state of their dead loved ones. He also encouraged them to not sorrow as those who are not aware of this truth of vivification do, and he then tells us in what manner we will be vivified.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

“Now we do not want you to be ignorant (in other words; pay attention), brethren, concerning those who are reposing (dead), lest you may sorrow according as the rest, also, who have no expectation. For, if we are believing that Jesus died and rose (most don’t believe He died), thus also, those who are put to repose (those who in their life believed Jesus died and rose and have died), will God, through Jesus, lead forth together with Him (when? wait for it, it’s in the next 3 verses). For this we are saying to you by the word of the Lord (not mans word), that we, the living, who are surviving to the presence of the Lord, should by no means outstrip (go ahead of) those who are put to repose (dead), for the Lord Himself will be descending from heaven (He comes for us, not angels, and not us coming to Him) with a shout of command, with the voice of the Chief Messenger, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ shall be rising first (how can the dead rise first when most believe the dead are living? someone’s wrong). Thereupon we, the living who are surviving (without our loved ones, who aren’t surviving somewhere else), shall at the same time (not them before us, but all at the same time) be snatched away together with them (united finally) in clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And thus (in this way, no other way) shall we always be together (vivified) with the Lord. So that, (all of the survivors should) console one another with these words.”
That is so simple, yet most of what Paul is saying is disbelieved by the majority. 
When you add, or subtract, to what is written in the scriptures it becomes a false teaching. What is happening is that what is written by the inspiration of God is not believed, or good enough, so it has to be brought in line with what tradition and the majority wants it to say (2 Timothy 4:3), not what God wants to say (Psalms 12:6).
I take comfort in what the scriptures teach, that all of the dead are at peace now, reposing (resting), unaware of the passage of time, and that for those dead in Christ (who are the next in line for vivification, along with those alive at His coming, 1 Corinthians 15:23), the next time their eyes are opened they will be in His presence, and the time spent in death will be as a blink of an eye. They will all be awakened, resurrected and vivified with a new body. 
At present His spirit now dwells in us who believe (Galatians 2:20 a), He has given it to us in a measure, this is our seal (2 Corinthians 1:22), and His promise of our vivification to come. When we are vivified we will have the spirit without measure, and we will be as He is (Romans 8:17).

When you come to understand that Christ will vivify all, you will realize that no one will be left in a state of death, or separated from Him. He will be the One to awaken all who are in their graves (John 5:28). And His claim will be realized by all; He is in fact “The Resurrection and The Life”.
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