‘An inordinate amount”:
History talk celebrates Alburgh,
Isle La Motte commitment
to Civil War

By MICHAEL FRETT

Islandsr Stafl Writer

ALBURGH =~ Late this past Saturday marming a1 the Alburgh Publc Library,
Andrew Whipole read & brief list of names Familiar to those with 8 passing
krawledge of Alburgh and ile La Matte histary

Andrew Whipple from the Soas of Unfon Veterans q:mnwrnﬁﬁ}m
Lo arte Histowricol Sacistly presenls during Phis weekend's G War svenl at
the Alburgh Pubiic Library. Phota by Michael Fret.

outin thores o tintype photogroph of her grandmotier’s
wncies, bodh American Chvil W weterans, in deir uniforms.
Pirato by Michoe! Frett.

Baboock, he read. Sowles. Campbell, Mot Fisk,

Thase fafies were among the mare than 200 men from Alburgh snd 1ske L
Motte to serve in the American Civil War. Some would return — and some would
naxt.

"W want to keap the memery alke of men = and somobimes women = whio
contributed to the civil war to reunify the country and eradicate the scourge af
slavery” Whipple laker told The Mslomder after the presentation at the Alurgh
library. "Wermant pie a0 inordinate amount.”

Whipple, the pregident of Bl Ls Mores histarical socety and comimandes
for the Sons af Union Veterans of the Cheil War's Stannard Camy
wuund at the Alburgh library, preserting a brief history on Grand
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ROFThErnmast towns' conrIbuTIons 1o the LLS.s biondiest war,

Thigisgh the cowse of the American Chil War, 136 resigents from Afurgh
ard T3 residents from lsle La Motte would ultimately serve. Citing ressarch
from celebrated Yermant historian Howand Coffin and the Champlain (slands”
own Allen Stratton, Whipple noted same of the wetérars fram the two towns

o served, Including a number aof lacals wha died fighting In the Sauthern U

The fﬂﬂlﬂfuf“ﬂl‘i b'PIEI"MS N'lhd' Chd Wiar 'Saﬂhﬂ ‘l'#.l'\lﬁr Sﬂaiiﬂlﬂmﬂ'
thiz weekend's presestation an the American Gwl Wioer in Alburgh,
Phato by Michoel Frett,

There was Maj. George David Sowles, an officer wha trained soldiers in Al
Burgh and was wounded during the Battie of Cold Harbor. There was 5gt. Thom
2% Baboock, anpther Alburgh native captured while fghting in Virgink who died
im ong of the Confoderate States of Amarica’s more notosious pracn camps,
amd the 19-year-old 'William Babcock wha oid retunm e Alsirgh

Thare wara The Fisk @ lings from e La Moette, three of wham disd. Thane
wids alza Melvin Hyde, 2 wartime surgeon from the Champlain isands’ smaliest
o wiho came back to isle La Motte after the fighting to continue practicing
medicing in his hometosn

Durirg & récend Americam Ciail War présendalian i Albungh, the Sand af
Liaien Veterans af the Chil Wiars Martin Fleming diaoleys o musket carred
by his great-grondfother. Photo by Michoe! Frett

‘Whipple was joined by ather members of the Sons of Unien Veterans of the
Chvll War's Stannard Camp, 2 Millon-headquartered branch of the fratemal or
ganizatan formed for descendants of soldsers wha faught for thie Union Armay
during the Arserican Civil War Members and Albuigh locals alike presented
bath parsonal artifacts dating back to the war and sccossories used far battle
feld reenactments.

Alburgh's Connle Boutin passed around a tintype photograph of her grand
mother's unches, both American Civil War veterans, in thewr uniforms. The Stan.
nand Camp’s Martin Flemang displayed the musket his great-grandfather carmied
during the war. Miton's Bill O, in 3 reenactior’s uniform, Brought atendees

" - i
Fianked by presenter Andrew Whiople, Martin Flermimng shares a cup kil gréat-
grondfrther, an Americon Civil War veteron, recelved ot the 50th anniversany
of the Sattle of Gettyshurg. Cowrtesy photo.

ouibdoars to fire blank rounds fram 8 reproducbon mutket inthe Alburgh Bbrany™s
yard.

For Jennifer Theoret, the president of the #Alburgh Historical Soclety and a co
sparsor for Saturday's event, it was important that Alburgh's historians help cele
berate the 1own's oontributions 1o L)}

"I think we need to keep in mind where we come Fom and the sooifioes pea
ple made before ws,” Theonst told The Linnder a5 Saturday’s event Game o 3
chass “There's an unbroken line betwesn people living now and peaple ing
then, and it's important to hanar that connection.”

In all, acoomd
ing to The Ver-

mom  hislorians
cied by ‘Whip-
ple. 17 Alburgh

resigents and 18
lide La Motte res.
Idents serdng in
the Union  Army
would die during
the wae. Far ru
ral comimuni
bies with sealler
populations, ke
Albargh's  rough
ly 1700 gigizgens
reported  sround
the war's start,

The Sows of Unfan Veterans of the CTuil War's Martin
Fieming handles o reproduciion rifle oéspleped during o
those Iosses cowlg  FECent Chwl Waor presentation ot the Alburgh Public Library.
be damaric, ac- Photo by Micheel Frett.
pordirg 10 'Whipple, snd weie warth ma ing misde than a cent iy later

“It's hard to imagine how profoundly this country was impacted by this war
Wihippke said, “Bnd it hard o imBgine hiw Vermont was enpacted by this war™

Apcording to the Vermost Historical Socikety, mare than 34,000 ‘ermanters
o amound 10% of the state’s popular would serve throughout the american Ciw
wiar, fightng during several of the war's most decisive battles. Mare than 5,200
soidiers from Yermont would die from combat, disease or accidents d g the
war, actording o the state’s historical society.

According 1o Whipple, the Stannand Camp hoped 10 be available for similar
presentations focused on ofher townd interested in celebrating their local ties 1o
the &merican Civil War. Through that work, Whipple told The fdlander he hoped
to help champion the
commitmaent of Verment's
T 10 Dre s
and “the nok
and women

"W feel s exceeding
Iy Important bo keen their
miemiary  alve” Wilpphe
said, "It's poswse il bo e "
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