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ise 1 Pupil B — Information text on evolution

ontext: This extract, from a longer piece of work on evolution, formed part of pupils’ science work on how things have

changed over time. Pupils were asked to select their own area of interest and produce a piece that could be included in a year

6 class science journal.
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Piece B — Newspaper report

Context: This newspaper report was based on a real-life event in which surfer Matthew Bryce survived after 32 hours adrift at
sea. Pupils read news articles and listened to an interview with Matthew, before writing an article for a daily newspaper.

THE DAILY EXPRESS

32 HOURS OF HORROR

Thirty-two hours of fear have ended now that Matthew
Bryce has been safely rescued from the North Sea.

Yesterday morning, at 11.30am, a missing man by the
name of Matthew Bryce was finally rescued thirteen miles
from the coastline of Masrihanish Beach after he had
engaged in a surfing trip which became exceedingly
dangerous.

Rescuing Matthew:

As the evening of Monday 1% May drew in, rescue
workers became increasingly anxious as the
disappearance of Matthew Bryce, aged 22 from Glasgow,
reached its thirty-first hour. Family and friends, worried
about his whereabouts, undertook searches of their own
in the hope that they would find the young university
student. At 7:10pm a local fisherman made a telephone
call to the coastguard: this was the communication that
Matthew’s friends, relatives and the rescue workers who
were searching for him were waiting to receive. John
Smithson, aged 45, was returning to land after a long day
spent fishing in the deeper waters of the North Sea when
he was forced to stop his vessel’s engine.

“I panicked when | saw something in the water in front of
my boat,” John commented, as he spoke in an interview
with a journalist from The Daily Express earlier today. “If
I'd have carried on the way | was heading, | would’ve run
straight over whatever it was ahead of me. At the time, |
didn’t know it was a young lad out there, did I? It could’'ve
been anything really: plastic, pollution, a bit of rubbish -
so much gets dumped in these waters.”

Investigating the outline that he had observed in the
water, Mr Smithson, without hesitation, called the
coastguard and reported the situation. Still unaware as to
whether the person in the water was alive, Mr Smithson
began to call Matthew in the hope that he would
communicate in return.

“It took a few attempts like, but eventually he murmured
something back to me. Help, | think it was, but | was just
glad that he called to me; | knew he was alive then.”

Within minutes, the rescue team, who were already
scouring the surrounding area for Matthew, made their
way to the location of the fisherman’s boat. Upon their
arrival, a full-scale rescue mission began and two highly
qualified paramedics were hoisted down from the
helicopter to treat Matthew in the ocean. Connecting
him to their secure equipment, and covering him in a foil
blanket, he was then raised back out of the water and
taken to Belfast hospital’s emergency unit to receive
treatment for hypothermia.

Hospitalisation

Matthew had suffered from hypothermia while he was
in the water; however, it was reported that he was still
conscious as he reached Belfast. The doctor confirmed
that he had only survived this treacherous 32 hour
struggle in the ocean due to the fact that he was wearing
a new wetsuit but, most importantly, he used his
surfboard as a buoyancy aid so that he could float in the
water.

One of Matthew’s family members (his mother, Isabella
Bryce) was interviewed this morning; here are her exact
words:

“The last 32 hours I've had my heart in my mouth - what
if he doesn’t come back alive? What if | never see him
again? All of these questions have been pounding in my
brain. | have felt ill with worry, really | have. I've never
hugged Matthew so tightly as | did yesterday when | was
reunited with him. | can’t even think now about what
would've happened if the fisherman hadn’t found him
out in that ocean. We owe our lives to him.”

The event

Nobody could have predicted how strong the current
was on Sunday; however, it was more forceful than any
that the coastguard has ever experienced in his 24 years
of service. Whilst undertaking his journey, Mathew’s
body and board were clawed at by the strong waves. The
situation became rapidly worse, the further he was
forced out into the ocean. Eventually, Matthew was
driven an incredible thirteen miles off the coast by the




THE DAILY EXPRESS
32 HOURS OF HORROR

undercurrent and his only form of support was the
surfboard which he lay upon.

“I remember that moment vividly,” Matthew stated,
when he was questioned about how he felt when he
realised that he was trapped thirteen miles off shore.
“Although | can’t remember exactly how far I had been
pushed out, | knew it was quite far. It was so far that |
couldn’t see the land anymore. It was so scary. Hours
passed on Sunday afternoon and | was so worried
when the light began to fade. At one point, a small
boat passed by close to me but | didn’t have the
energy to shout to them - | was gutted. They drove
away and didn’t even see me. | thought then that was
my only sign of hope and I'd lost it!"

The outlook

Matthew is still in hospital, but is starting to overcome
his hypothermia. This iliness can present long-lasting
side-effects so he must be monitored closely over the
next few days.

In an interview with the hospital two hours ago,
Matthew reported, “Now | just wish I'd got out of the
water to get to the coast because | could’ve still been
surfing. However, | am so happy that the fisherman
was out there on Monday because if he wasn't, then |
could still be in that dreadful sea today. To be honest, |
do think that | am fortunate to have people like these
doctors here to look after me: they've saved my life.”

All of us at The Daily Express wish Matthew a speedy
recovery.




Piece C — Evaluative report

Context: This report is an extract from a longer piece, which evaluated three types of shoe. Having revisited the features of
non-chronological reports, pupils were asked to select an item that they might buy, and evaluate its features and suitability for

purpose.
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Piece D — Promotional material for a new toy

Context: As part of a theme on product design, pupils were asked to produce their own ideas for an educational toy, and to
write a promotional leaflet that would persuade parents to buy it.
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Piece E — Story

Context: As part of themed work on Norse mythology, pupils explored a range of stories and poetry, and watched the short
video ‘The Saga of Biorn’ before writing their own version of the Viking warrior’s final battle with the savage, wolf-like Fenrir.

The final battle

"Arvid and Eamon, my forever friends, tomorrow I shall face my
final assignment,” Biorn stated while sharpening his sword. "I have
fought endless battles and I have survived every single one;
however, my scars are aching and my bones are growing weaker. I
must defeat the ferocious Fenrir.”

The fearless Viking stopped sharpening his weapon and pulled his
forever friends towards him. "My dreams are filled with Valhalla and
the gold, shiny gates that will be waiting when I die an honourable
death; I will finally get to lay my weapons down for the very last
time,” he said quietly. "As soon as the sun rises, I shall set off to kill
the Fenrir and what will be, will be.”

Arvid and Eamon remained completely silent. They had stood by
their trustworthy friend during many of his battles and they both
felt the pain he had spoken of; his words angrily wrenched at their
hearts but they knew that Biorn's choice had been made and they
respected this.

The very next morning, at sunrise, Biorn bravely stepped out of his
home, one that he would never see again, into the biting cold mist to
journey to the moorlands where he knew he would find the evil
Fenrir. He wasn't sure that he would be able to defeat the monster
and he thought about the battles previously fought: he remembered
that he had won every one of them and this filled him with
confidence. Suddenly, thunder started to rumble and lightening
thrashed towards the ground: soon Biorn was soaked. But the
warrior knew that he was strong and sturdy so he persevered,
pushing on across the moor to meet his fate.

Out of nowhere, a death-defying roar filled the air and made the
ground shake. Biorn's heart raced with fear. Then, out the corner of
his eye, he noticed something glaring at him with a stare as cutting
as steel. A large trickle of sweat dripped down his face and he




grabbed his sword and loyal shield. Peering closely at the beast, he
saw the thick tussocks of hair that covered hideous scars; the
Fenrir stood tall - the size of a bull. Shuffling closer, the warrior
stumbled and the beast seethed with fury at the sight of Biorn as
his face suddenly hardened. Biorn froze...

The hawk-eyed beast stared straight at the brave Viking warrior
with a cold, sinister look. Its eyes glared with pure hatred as it
flashed its vicious fangs: hot steam swiftly surrounded Biorn as it
poured from the Fenrir's nostrils. Biorn crouched low, staring back
at the monstrous creature. Stomping savagely, it moved in his
direction and moments later the brutal battle commenced...

Some time later, with only a small amount of energy left, the
ferocious Fenrir dug its claws deeply into Biorn's aging heart. The
warrior let out a raging cry which ripped through the land: in his
very last moments he grabbed his trusty sword and thrust it deep
into his chest. The beast collapsed beside him: the battle was finally
over.




Exercise 2 Pupil A Piece A — a portrait

Context: As part of the school’s celebration of Inter t nal Women's Day, pupils were asked to rch a woman from
history who made a significa t ontribution to women’s rights. The pupil chos twtbtthlf of Emmeline Pankhurst
and explain why they had been inspired to write abo th
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Piece C — a leaflet

Context: As part of their work on “Wonderstruck’ by Brian Selznick, pupils were asked to produce a leaflet designed to promote
the attractions of the American Museum of Natural History to potential visitors. Pupils drew on their own research as well as

knowledge of the text and previous learning about persuasive writing.
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iece D - a first-person narrative

of the narrative

rian Selznick, pupils were asked to

: As part of their work on ‘Wonderstru
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Piece E — an information text

Context: As part of their science work on living things and their habitats, pupils were asked to invent a rare, fictitious species of
creature. Having revisited the features of non-chronological texts, they then produced an information text for the school
website to convince readers of their creature’s authenticity.

—

Ordes :
&5 . \z‘lnww Gekho

Habiok - o Wy e, e v the m/jaub
'5“@31%&%,Mmjﬁﬁm 1
:ﬁogf«mhmm hellowed.  owt Mm’%hmadu
sl A Mgt S Wi e = oo
g -




)"lb‘&&%
'Jﬂr‘ﬁ'b"‘d
yromgfor o i

.

, 50
"M’/W‘L
| Gecko




Exercise 2 Pupil C Piece A — a fictional journal

Context: Following a class reading of ‘The Midnight Fox’ by Betsy Byars, pupils explored the character of Tom through
discussion and role play. They then wrote a number of journal entries, incorporating correspondence between Tom and his
parents, and with his friend, Petie Burkis, as well as a short piece written from the perspective of the fox. The journal excerpts

are from 26th May to 15th June.
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Piece B — a narrative

Context: Having read and discussed ‘How the Whale Became’ by Ted Hughes, pupils planned and wrote their own creation
myth, based on a creature of their choice.

Why Bear Behaves As He Does

Itwas & warns, crisp, sutumn dey and under a plle of gokien Raves by Bere Me was calied Bare
because he was bare and had na far, no cout, nor any feather spon Ms wrinkied, pik, ssgeing skin,

He ate tons of meat that ance belonged %o the nhabitants of the fores! - but no more: their
boaas lry scattered, prowed down o the very marrow, satisfying Bare, the carnivore. He Ived the
wunows Bte of a sivige king, and then slept, plamp, through the winter. Through the speing and
wammer, the beast ate and ate until cnly 2 few animak emanes: svery evening thay cowered,
watching him lick the Blocd from his paws, plotting 2 way 10 be rid of him,

Cne day, the Man of the West, Lord of Men, Wsited the Torest a1 sardy morming, with 2 bow
in ks rough hand, weapged in a coat of fur. The wocdlend was quiet, seemingly sbaedoned, with not
cne animal in sight. Perpiesid by (re absence of bird-song and wildiife, he began a bref search for
the dwelers of the wood and very 000 he set the animals who 3t -~ moaning and schaming
desperately < on the saft, forest floor.

“Whatever is the matter?” oried the man.

The snabe Pzhed him of once, bothered and vexed by the dstubiemce sl daruption,
bedore carrying on plotting.

The man repeated his question, 1his time keuder and with an edge of frustration in bis 10ne =
he did not ke 1o be ‘Tuahed”, especially by a serpen.

The rabbit excliimed, with & hint of annoyence in his voice, “What 3 hindrance! Thers ik &
phamp, Bare Bare that I eating everyone, and just rebees. Now leave us alone <o that se might
think om our cunsing ded dastardly deeds on how we might best be rid of Mm, or soon he shall eat
us ol

Although he was reluctant 10 helo such rude crestures, the Man of the 'West could 16l That
this was a probilem that, if sot solved, would tern into a disasien: 3 wood withowt anyone to Ive In it

As It began te grow cold, the man pelled hiz coat arcund his shoulders 5o warm him — at the
same time, an idea began to form in his minc The man sat, with bis chin in his hand, and thought
hard, 25 the man thought, he smiled and then sruck away 10 Bare's ladr.

5000 encugh, he found the portly Bare who Ly Kcking the Nood from his paws; he was rasy
10 $nd; the Lord of Men just followed the yirnning and burping of the meat-eater = 2 noise so
deafening that & seewwd 10 heve wolen the forest from its slent shumber. Now its breath rushed
through the forest; a cold, ensetting breess had Begun 10 whistie throug the kaves, making the
man, even ough coverad in wol-hide, shiver, goosabumgs prickliog m all cyer the arms that
were exposed 10 the icy wind. Or mayte it was just the sight of Bare that chilled Pim as b watched
i chenw & recently deceased rabbit to pleces, sperting bood as the dogger- ke teeth camped shet.

Using ol fos courage, the man Slled Nis coat quickly with pigeon feathers, approached Bare
and then said, "It & very cold today, K it ot >

“Yeu, #'s moking my insides freeze,” Bare setorted, before burping rudely. He had not enjoyed the
taste of man Besh for many years; it woud mabe 3 pleasawt chanae from rodents and forest vermin,
he thought 10 himself greadiy.



“I shall lend you my coat of fur, it you wish, as | assume it will be the perfect size,” the man said,
siyly.

Eare snatched the coat and dlipped it on. Aimost at once the feathers began to tickle, giving
him a vexing itch. He Meaved his huge body as fast a5 he could — which was nat very fast, packed as
he was with the meat of many animals, including the rabbit that he had not yet finished digesting -
10 @ ree and rubbed and rubbed and rubbed his back, but that made it Bch mare, 50, he rubbed
harder and harder, but it refused to stop itching.

Meanwhiie, the man waked off, lsughing at his decetving trick, heading back towards the
gathering of animals.

When he arriwed, he told of his trickery and deception to the group of woodland creatures,
and the animals cheered and celebrated with 2 great feast where they ate until they were alimost as
fat as Bare, filing their stomachs with vegetables.

But Fish was mot pleased — he felt sorry for Bare - so he swam down the stream to the
suffering beast. He came 10 a large, shallow pool, surrounded by tall birch trees. Calling to Bare, Fish
splashed and cried out:

“Come on in, it will stop the itching?*

Wading imo the water, Bare submerged his burmning bulk and instantly the itching stopped.
With joy, he splashed the water over his back, sllowing the cool iquid to trickle over his fur,
refreshing him and scathing the wrirkled and itchy skin undemeath the fur thet was now soaked
with icy water. Roaring with contentment, the reieved creature splashed more omo his sore and
raw llanks, In a few minutes, there was little water left in the poel. But as he turned to thank Fish, an
dea suddenty ocosrred 1o b, Fish was leaping sbout in the water shouting “STOP, STOPI" He was

completely vulnerable

“What an awfully clever fish, If you would hop into my mouth, | shall carry you into deeper water as
& sign of my thanks,” Bare grinned,

The flattered Fish, blushing bright red, leapt into Bare's mouth, then gaped in horror, as the
jows af Rare dosed behind him. Giggling and hiccupping, Bare simpered, “Oh, 'm awfuly scery to
have aaten you, my mouth just closed suddenly ™

The succulent meat was hardly chewed, but swallowed down in ane by the large Bare who
finished his meal with 2 loud burp.

Crawing out of the water, he thea slept, the taste of blcod on his tongue a5 he dribbled.

When he awo ke, his skin was all nchry again. So, once maore, he waded into the pool, soaking
his flanks.

But when the fur dried off again, Ms skin became itchy again. So Bare, beginning to feel
iritated, soaked his flanks for the final time and slept through the whole winter, so 8s not 10 wake to
the irritation of the Itch.

Now each tim e he begins to suffer from hunger, he wakes, wades, eats, itches, and then he

sleegs once again. So, 45 to fit him more, the animals changed the spelling of Bear's name to Bear, as
he was no longer... barel



Piece C — a newspaper report

Context: Following a theatre workshop on Shakespeare’s play, ‘The Tempest’, pupils drew on their prior learning of the style of
newspaper articles, to write a report about the shipwreck featured at the start of the play.

THE DATLY ORRIT Thursday, 30t March 1623

SUDDEN SQUALL STRIKES SHIP

Reporter 1.C.C

On Wednesday, 29" March 1623
a ship, the Mary Anne, was
wrecked on the Mediterranean
Sea near an unknown, thought-
abandoned island off the coast of
Italy, holding the King of Naples.

Many fear he may be dead, but
no one is quite sure what caused
the ship to sink in this bizarre-
event.

Rumour has spread that this
phenomenon was caused by one
of two legendary giant, sea
octopi, named the Kraken, which
was responsible, in myths, for the
destruction of ships, dragging
sailors to a watery grave. But can
this really be true?

Weather reporters state that
strong winds and torrential rain
could have caused a cataclysmic
sea storm, raising another
possible explanation for the
mysterious shipwreck.

Strangely, no other ships in the vicinity were harmed, and the ship itself
has not yet been found.

Many riches were on board the vessel, totalling to €15 million, leading
to a great loss of money for the city of Naples.

However, some believe that the king survived the shipwreck, and has
taken refuge on a nearby, remote island.

Suspicion has been raised that the duke of Milan, Antonio, was also
aboard the ship, as he disappeared two days ago, without a trace, also
taking all his riches; he too may have been travelling to Naples with the
King of the city, Alonso.

The only persons to witness this
catastrophe were local fishermen,
some of whom, in a state of shock,

today. One such survivor, Fish Eye,
was happy to communicate his
feelings to us: “I ain’t got any idea
‘ow he did it, but someone seemed

chanting strange words.”

were questioned by the police earlier

to be waving a long staff o’er the sea,

To find out more, visit
www.orbittnews&co.com and look

into our website,

Daughter of the Neopolitan
King, Claribel, remains calm,
and claims that many of the
men on the boat were good
swimmers, and may yet have
survived the shipwreck.
“Unless the ship is found and the
mystery becomes clear, no one
will sail the Mediterranean
waters, for reasons of safety.
Anyone who does will be
arrested and punished with
beheading,” she pronounced.

Claribel, daughter of the King of Naples,
in Tunis after her wedding.

Buy Roman grape wine:
Ja zey. "Sweet heaven! Or

must try this pure gold!"
claims Drinkulo.




Piece D — a theatre review

Context: As part of their work on Shakespeare, the class went to see the Royal Shakespeare Company’s (RSC) production of
‘The Tempest’ at Stratford-upon-Avon. On their return, they wrote a review of the production.
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Piece E — a promotional leaflet

Context: Pupils explored the features of persuasive writing, including promotional material from local attractions. They then
produced their own leaflet aimed at promoting the attractions of a local farm shop.

Fabulous Farm Shop

Have you opened your fridge recently to find very little food? Or perhaps you are planning a
barbecue? If so, we strongly suggest that you pay a visit to our outstanding farm shop.
Selling everything imaginable for your pantry, we stock local, succulent meats; fresh fish,
caught in Cornish waters, which we preserve ourselves and over twenty varieties of cheese.

. Managed by a third and fourth generation of fishmongers, fish is

' our speciality. Our range varies from prawns to oysters, from of.

salmon to mackeral. But there is more to us than the delights of the ey Y
ocean: in addition to our local produce, we sell home-made breads, 7 i
cakes, and deliciuous biscuits.

Incredible Edibles

Whether it's breakfast, lunch or afternoon tea, our farm shop really

has it all. Every dish is a success. Just listen to what some of our numerous happy
customers have to say:

“Good service, great food — what’s not to like?” (Vicky)

“Each dish caters for every appetite — heavenly!” (Kim and Max)

Breakfast
¢ Muesli made to our own secret recipe, with yoghurt and fruit p,
compote )X >
e Two rounds of toast with jam or marmalade - ) 7
 Croissants with butter and jam ol N\
e A sizzling organic bacon or sausage sandwich \ J
Lunch

e Soup of the day with crusty bread
¢ Flaked hot smoked salmon on orzo pasta,
served with a courgette ribbon salad and lemon

créme fraiche dressing T S NN

e Our own home-cured honey roast ham Kv/ /
accompanied by buttered new potatoes, L
coleslaw and salad

* Organic free-range chicken caesar salad — for

the health conscious visitor




Tempting teas

Why not conclude your visit with afternoon tea? This customer favourite is served with
scrumptious clotted cream, jam and scones — all placed on top of a tiered cake stand — and
sandwiches accompanied by a pot of tea of your choice. Other choices include...

Toasted teacake and butter
e Mini fruit scones
e Pot of tea for one with two crumpets,

butter and jam P IR 4&?
e Pot of tea for one with a slice of e j\
home-made tea bread with butter and
H Sty
jam
e Scones and butter (cream and jam
optional)

Take a step forward into a beautiful world, surrounded by roses,
creepers and flowers. A large variety of plants is grown in our
gardens, some of which can be purchased from the garden
shop. Why not brighten up your home with our stunning
selection of cut flowers, or put on your green fingers and plant
some of our wide selection of unusual trees and shrubs.

Located within the gardens you will find the bird-hide. With over
40 species of birds, it provides a wonderful opportunity for
children and nature-watchers alike. You might also spot fallow deer (which come to feed up
to four times a day), as well as squirrels and, if you are lucky, the rare sight of a fox or
muntjac deer.

A - Maize - ing Maze

Do you enjoy exploring? Then the maize maze is for you.
With over one hundred heads of sweetcorn, it is a collosal
labyrinth. Get to the centre of the maze, take a token, and
there may be a chocolate treat waiting for you at the end.
But do not worry if you get lost: we have developed a few
different routes that lead to the borders of the maze: simply
walk out of it and follow the arrows which will take you
back to the entrance.

We pride ourselves on catering for everyone, young and
old. A visit to the farm shop is a great day out for all the
family!




