Joining clauses (sentences)

These interactive cards are intended for children to practically join clauses using the range of conjunctions – coordinating and subordinating. 

The clauses are colour matched so that the children match the clauses together. The words are coloured red to show these are conjunctions.

Although they do not need to know this terminology at this stage in the National Curriculum, it will support the transition for this understanding moving into Key Stage 2.

Provide pairs/groups of children with a set of these cut into clauses and the same number of conjunctions.

Let the children investigate which could match together.

Discuss their combinations and the punctuation needed at the beginning and at the end of the clauses. 

Proper nouns and the personal pronoun ‘I’ are modelled with a capital letter so the children see these with a capital letter whether at the beginning or in the middle of the clause.

The children may place the subordinate clause at the start of the clause – this is a natural progression. It may be a good opportunity to clarify which is the subordinate clause and which is the main clause at this point. 

Do not worry about explaining that this is a fronted adverbial or the punctuation needed after a fronted adverbial – the natural manipulation is helping support future depth of understanding as they should see that the clauses starting with ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ cannot be moved to the front.

	John loves football


	he hates rugby



	I dropped it on the floor


	I could not eat the sweet



	Billy is sad


	it is raining



	Jill came tumbling


	Jack fell down



	we can stay in


	we can go out



	you are good


	you will receive presents



	Bob lives on the moon


	aliens live on the moon



	and
	but

	when
	if

	that 
	or

	because


