Moshannon Creek Watershed Association Policy Statement on Re-mining
As the world transitions from fossil fuels to lower-carbon energy sources, coal mining will continue during this shift. Re-mining—reworking abandoned deep and surface mines that release contaminated water—offers a way to improve water quality while recovering coal. The Moshannon Creek Watershed Association (MCWA) supports re-mining as a key strategy to restore the Moshannon Creek watershed to a healthy state. 

While treatment systems can restore tributaries and segments of Moshannon Creek, the largest, most damaging acid mine discharges require complex, costly, long-term solutions. Re-mining addresses these discharges at their source by revisiting abandoned or poorly reclaimed coal seams. Modern reclamation techniques and alkaline materials can significantly reduce or eliminate harmful mine discharges, making any remaining pollution easier to treat.

Since its founding in 2020, MCWA has studied the Moshannon watershed, segment by segment, to identify the best restoration approaches. In certain areas where deep mines and poorly reclaimed surface lands allow mine discharges to seep directly into the streambed, re-mining is the most effective solution. Capturing and treating these discharges is nearly impossible without addressing the underlying mine workings. MCWA supports re-mining in these particular areas, provided it is environmentally responsible and supported by affected landowners.

Re-mining is complex, expensive, and typically undertaken by private companies, as government agencies rarely have the resources for such expenditures. MCWA encourages government incentives or contracts to make environmentally beneficial re-mining projects financially viable for private companies. However, re-mining is just one part of a broader strategy to address abandoned mine legacies. In cases where re-mining is not feasible, active mine drainage treatment systems remain essential to neutralize severe discharges.
Key Points:
•  Re-mining complements, but does not replace, the need for treatment plants in areas where other methods are impractical.
•  MCWA advocates for policies that enable private companies to undertake re-mining in an environmentally and economically sustainable way.

•  MCWA supports re-mining only where it aligns with current or planned land uses and has landowner consent.  Landowner consent includes the consent of both the surface and the mineral rights owners when those are not the same party, and when their priorities differ, MCWA defers to current PA law. 
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