
UFSS 2026 Call for Abstracts 
 
The Organizing Committee for the 2026 Urban Food Systems Symposium invites you to submit an 
abstract for consideration as an oral or poster presentation. The 2026 symposium will be held 
September 14-17 in Kansas City, Missouri.  
 
The theme for the symposium is Cultivating Communities, Cities, and Food Systems.  
This multi-day symposium brings together a national and international audience of academic, non-
profit, government, and research-oriented professionals to share and gain knowledge on urban 
food systems. Presentations should address the theme via the topics listed below. 
 

• Resiliency and environmental aspects of urban agriculture 
• Urban agriculture production (e.g. growing food indoors, outdoors, and on rooftops, 

challenges of growing in urban areas) 
• Training and education (e.g., farmers, food processors, educators, students) in urban food 

systems  
• Urban food distribution systems 
• Institutional food procurement/farm to school 
• Urban food waste and compost systems 
• Community and economic development 
• Connecting urban consumers with agriculture 
• Nutrition and human health of urban communities 
• Food security and food safety  
• Food system policy, planning, and advocacy 
• Extension and outreach in urban food systems 

 
Important Dates in 2026:  

• Abstract submission opens:      October 20 
• Deadline for abstract submission:     March 4 March 18 
• Acceptance notification:     May 5 
• Early bird registration opens:      May 20 
• Presenter registration deadline:    June 5 
• Deadline for early bird registration:     July 16 
• Deadline for manuscript submission:     September 25 
• Deadline for full paper review and modification:   January 10 (2027) 

 
Abstracts should clearly align with the theme and focus areas and be targeted to address research, 
education, and extension/or community development programs in urban food systems.  
 
Abstracts should fall into the format categories of oral presentation or poster presentation.  
Oral presentations will be 15 minutes in length. Each speaker will have an additional 5 minutes for 
questions and answers. LCD projectors and computers will be provided. 
 
Poster presenters will be expected to be at their poster for discussion during the scheduled poster 
event. Free-standing boards will be provided for displaying posters. Maximum poster size is 48 
inches x 48 inches. Handouts may be used, and all posters must include the poster title and author 
information. Tacks will be provided. 
 

gaolach@wsu.edu
could combine this with planning and development

Tricia Jenkins
Please provide feedback on this list. I think we can probably combine some of these themes.  

Cynthia Domenghini
Does this mean 15 minutes to present plus additional time for questions? Or is it ~12 minutes to present plus 3 minutes for questions? 

Cynthia Domenghini
displaying posters?



Abstracts must be submitted online via the UFSS 2026 website. Do not email your file to the 
organizers, as it will not be included in the review and scheduling process. 
 
Abstract Preparation and Submission Instructions: 
• English is the symposium's official language; all abstracts are to be submitted in English. The 

organizers reserve the right to edit all abstracts for English usage. 
• Abstracts must be original work, and all author(s) approve submitting the work for 

presentation. 
• Only submit abstracts for work that is complete. 
• The presenting author must submit the abstract. 
• Submissions are limited to one oral presentation per presenting author. 
• Abstracts are limited to 400 words, single-spaced. Text only and no graphs or figures. 
• Keep titles as concise as possible.  Type title in upper and lower case, standard title format. 
 
To submit an abstract, complete the online submission form located HERE.  For more information 
about submitting abstracts, contact UFSS@ksu.edu.  
 
Selection Process 
Abstracts will be reviewed by the scientific committee after the submission deadline. Presentations 
and posters will be selected based on relevance to the Urban Food Systems Symposium and the 
abstract quality. All abstracts are subject to the same evaluation criteria.  
 
Notification of Presentation Status and Format 
Submitters will be notified by May 5, 2026, of their acceptance to the symposium program and 
their designated presentation format. 
 
Presenter Registration 
All presenters must register and pay for the UFSS conference by June 5, 2026, or their abstract will 
be withdrawn.  
 
Manuscript Submission 
All oral and poster presenters, including invited and keynote speakers, will have the option to 
submit a manuscript for publication in the Symposium Proceedings. Manuscripts must be 
submitted by September 25, 2026, via New Prairie Press.  
 
 
If you have questions about submitting an abstract, please email UFSS@ksu.edu 
 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bkCkxdftqHFVVGe
mailto:UFSS@ksu.edu
https://newprairiepress.org/ufss/
mailto:UFSS@ksu.edu
gaolach@wsu.edu
any limits on posters? can you have an oral and a poster?

gaolach@wsu.edu
is this a separate entry or is it part of the abstract and counts against the 400 words?

gaolach@wsu.edu
okay, the form makes a lot of sense and doesn't really follow this as these bullets imply everything goes in the Abstract versus separate fields.  for the form i would not require people to enter middle names (maybe each box isn't required - not sure how your form works.)

gaolach@wsu.edu
were we having a date by which authors accepted our 'invitation' so if for some reason they can no longer make it or do not want to deliver in method we offer, we know that and can extend invite to next in line - or is that what registration deadline is for?

gaolach@wsu.edu
Have you thought about putting this as a choice on the registration: Are you interested in submitting a manuscript Y/N? so you have a sense of who and how many before hand?
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