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• Established in 2003 to 
address gap between 
supply and demand

• Formal programmatic 
partnership between 
grower-educators 
serving KC Metro

• Grant funded for 5 yrs.



Program Components

• Apprenticeship Program
– 19 Host Farms

• Online Community
– >500 on Discussion List
– Website/Facebook

• Workshop Series
– 12-15 Workshops/yr.

• Advisory Board
– 12 Members



Apprenticeship Program

• 10-15 apprentices/year

• On-farm training
– Mentoring by host farmer

– Most paid, some volunteer

• Free registration to 
workshops
– Must attend 6 core and 2 

elective

• Farm Apprenticeship 
Coordinator



Host Farms for Apprentices

• Minimum requirements 
for host farms are
– use of organic or 

sustainable practices
– in business for at least 2 

years
– interested in sharing 

their farming knowledge
– approved by organizing 

committee



Online Community

• Discussion Listserv
– Apprentices

– Growers

– University/extension

– Others

• Over 500 registered

• Industry networking

• Mentoring

• Facilitating peer-to-peer networking and communication



Online Community

• Website and Facebook
– Workshop Info and 

Announcements
– Apprenticeship Info and 

Applications
– Host Farm Listing
– Related Information and 

Resources



Workshop Series

• 6 Core Workshops
– Req’d for apprentices
– Basic Prod./Bus. Mgmt.
– Core Competencies

• Additional Workshops
– Advanced or Basic
– Evolving Topics
– Special Events



Workshop Structure

• Half-Day Workshops
– Mondays 4 – 7 PM

• Full-Day Workshops
– Saturdays 9 AM – 2 PM

• Emphasis placed on 
grower-educators and 
in-field experience 
and/or farm visits





Collaboration

• Organizing Committee
– Directs the program
– Consults with 

Apprenticeship Coord.
– Conducts the annual 

workshop series

• Cary Rivard, KSU
• Lala Kumar, MU Ext.
• Cory Creed, MU Ext.
• Josh Smith, Cultivate KC
• Londa Nwadike KSU/MU
• Laura Christensen, KSU
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