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Resilience in social-ecological systems describes an ability 
to respond to and plan for change. It is an outcome and a 

process (Wilson, 2010) and can be developed through 
“engagement of community resources by community 

members” (Magis, 2010).

Resilience



“…only one version of the Earth’s surface, an eidetic fiction 
constructed from factual observation.” 

– James Corner (1999)

Mapping



Participatory mappings integrate community perspectives 
in a visual spatial form which can empower citizens in 
decision-making, and raise awareness of local issues.

Cinderby, S., Forrester, J. (2005). Facilitating the local governance of air pollution using 
GIS for participation. Applied Geography 25(2).

Mapping



Community Food Maps Project

Goals
• Increase literacy in local food system issues
• Enhance community development through spatial analysis
• Support planning of local food infrastructure





Context





Food Bank Atlas

Mission:  “…work with a network of community partners to alleviate hunger in 
SLO County and build a healthier community.”

Serves 3,616 sq miles through 5 programs at 164 sites







Community Mapping









• Potential for maps to reveal overlaps, redundancies and gaps.

• Brings community members’ perspectives to the planning table.

• Maps may need to be ‘translated’ to be  widely used.

Conclusions
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