Promotion Policy – RULE CHANGE FOR 2026. 
1. State Tournament Qualification & Optional Promotion (Effective 2025)
Beginning in 2025, Class “B” and Class “C” Champions will not be immediately forced to participate at a higher division, though will receive an automatic bid if they do so.
· Automatic State Tournament Bid: Class “B” and Class “C” Champions may opt to receive an automatic bid to the State Tournament if they choose to move up to the next division. 
· Remaining in Current Class: If a defending champion elects to stay in their current division, they must compete in play-in games and are not guaranteed a State Tournament spot. Once a previous champion declares their class on their submitted roster, their decision becomes final. A team may not choose to remain in the lower class, get eliminated in a playoff game and then try to exercise their automatic bid option. However, in the event that this occurs and there are not enough entrants in a particular class, this may be done at the discretion of the Board. 
· Two-Time Champion Promotion Rule: If a team in Class “B” or Class “C” wins two consecutive championships at that level, it is mandatory for them to move up to the next division the following season. The rules for such promotion are as follows in Subsection 2 of this rule. 
2. Mandatory Promotion for Division Champions
· If a Class “B” or Class “C” Champion from the previous season(s) must compete in an elevated division consistent with the rules above, that team is guaranteed a spot in the State Tournament in the elevated division. 
· If the Class “B” or Class “C” Champion retains three or fewer players from the previous roster, they may choose to remain in their respective class. This three player limit must be strictly followed. Said team may not draft or use a “buy-in” team to add more than three players from previous championship roster. 
· Any team moving up in Class must adhere to the same drafting rules and college player limits as the rest of the elevated division that they are entering. 
· Any team that would be required to the mandatory promotion rule that does not enter a team in the year in which they would be subjected to the rule shall be subjected to the rule for up to three (3) years. 
· Special Note: Madison (2024 Class B Champion) must adhere to the former policy and play in Class A in the 2026 or 2027 (In Madison) tournament as Madison did not enter in the 2025 tournament prior to this rule's adoption. 
· In the event that one team is clearly dominant in either Class “B” or Class “C” and in the interests of promoting fair play, the Board reserves the right to require promotion after just one championship. 

