Regular Monthly Meeting of the Galeton Borough Authority

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Authority was held on Tuesday, April 7th, 2026, at 5:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 W Main St, Galeton PA 16922. 
Members present were Mike Brown, Todd Parsell, Tom Smith, and Joe Cimino. 
Members no present were Tony Adami. 
Others present were Mike Plummer, solicitor, and Amanda Sepiol, Authority Secretary. 

The meeting was called to order by Mike Brown at 5:06pm. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Todd Parsell, to approve the minutes of the March 2026 meeting, seconded by Tom Smith. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Todd Parsell, to approve the financial report for March 2026 as presented, seconded by Tom Smith. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
None

Continued Business
Larson Design – none 

Watrous Water – process has been working well with reading the meter and the billing to sent to Watrous Water Association. 

Wetmore Transmission Line Update – Larson Design is currently working on another draft of the big package

Past Due Water Bills – The office is working more diligently on following the ordinance more closely. Majority of the past due accounts are being paid before terminating the water service. 

New Business
Collection Agency – information given to Authority board regarding the collection process of using a collection agency that specializes in collections of utility bills. 

A customer has a past due water bill exceeding $2,000 and the water service is currently disconnected. The customer is requesting to have the water service restored while it makes payments. Authority discussed the issue and denied the request to not reinstate water service until the account is brought current.

The Authority stressed the importance of following the water ordinance and termination of services due to non-payment. 

Joe Cimino reported a level sensor needs replaced at the Wetmore. A motion was made by Tom to approve purchase of the level senor, seconded by Todd Parsell. Motion carried. 

Joe Cimino received a quote on specialized batter backup systems for the pump stations. These are heavy duty and built to withstand negative degree temperatures. This will help avoid any double power failure at pump stations. A motion was made by Tom Smith to purchase battery backup for all 5 pump stations at a grand total of $4,905.00, seconded by Todd Parsell. Motion carried. 

The Authority asked Amanda to reach out to Cleveland Brothers to schedule annual generator maintenance. 

A motion was made by Todd Parsell, seconded by Tom Smith, to purchase a replacement guide for a pumpstation as well as a second backup to have available for emergencies for a grand total of $1,900. Motion carried. 

A discussion was held regarding the fire hydrant at the end of West Street needing replaced. Hydrants are approximately $4,500. A discussion was held to possibly move to hydrant to another nearby area to avoid damage, but the Authority wants to explore more options. 

Joe Cimino reported that the new sewer truck will be available as early as April 8th, 2026, to view. Stephenson Equipment is going to inspect the vehicle and make any necessary repairs. Stephenson will be sending a bill of sale and specifications information to provide information to the Gale Foundation to expedite the funds. A motion was made by Tom Smith to authorize use of restricted sewer funds to pay a downpayment, seconded by Todd Parsell. Motion carried with contingency that once funds are received from the Gale Foundation, it will replace the funds used from the restricted sewer fund. 

The next Galeton Borough Authority meeting will be held on May 5th, 2026, at 5:00pm.

A motion was made by Tom Smith to adjourn the meeting at 6:17pm, seconded by Todd Parsell. Motion carried. 
