Regular Meeting of the Galeton Borough Council

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on September 9th, 2026, at 7:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 W Main Street, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Devin Shadle, Derek Doud, and Ian Creech. 
Members present via Zoom were Josh Yonkin.
Members not present were DJ Fuller and Ron Tarabori. 
Others present were citizen Jan Widnikiewcz, citizen Sue Widnikiewicz, Attorney Karen Cahilly, citizen John Tubbs, borough crewman Ray Legerlotz, borough crewman Vince Bowen, borough foreman Joe Cimino SR, Mayor Katherine Garrote, Chief Cimino, ordinance officer Frank Fisher, solicitor Mike Plummer, and secretary Amanda Sepiol. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Vice President Devin Shadle. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud to approve the minutes of the August 2026 meeting, seconded by Ian Creech. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech to approve the financial report of August 2026 and expenses to date as presented, seconded by Josh Yonkin. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
Attorney Karen Cahilly spoke regarding the unsafe structure located at 54 West Street owned by Jan and Sue Widnikiewcz. Ms. Cahilly said that the first-floor doors and windows have been boarded over and/or locked, multiple “no trespassing” signs have been posted to the property, and basement windows have been locked. If the Widnikiewicz’s can reach an agreement with the neighbor, Anthony Frantz, they will sell the property to him. Mr. Frantz has plans to remove the 2nd floor entirely and secure the structure by December of 2026 as he feels the 1st floor is salvageable. Ms. Cahilly states she is meeting with Mr. Frantz at the property on September 10th, 2026, and invites both the council and solicitor Mike Plummer to come. Mike Plummer states the unsafe ordinance covers anything open to the weather and recommends the council appointing two people that are knowledgeable to structures to complete a joint inspection. 

Sue Widnikiewicz states the citations received have been postponed twice and the hearing is scheduled for next week. Mike recommends postponing the hearing again for another month. The council agrees. 

Attorney Cahilly, Jan Widnikiewicz, and Sue Widnikiewicz exited the meeting at 7:13pm. 

John Tubbs stated that he and his wife, Theresa, are chairing Galeton’s Fall Fest this year on September 19th, 2026 from 10am to 4pm at John J Collins Park. He explained while they did get a late start to planning the event, they were able to secure 30 vendors with possibly the addition of 10 others, secure multiple food vendors, as well as live music. And Galeton’s local Trail Life Troop will be volunteering for clean up duty after the event. 

John also stated that during a Chamber of Commerce meeting, a discussion was held regarding lighting along Mainstreet for the holiday season but there are concerns of the lamppost’s outlet closest to the red light is not working correctly. Borough foreman, Joe Cimino SR, states he will investigate this further. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor & Police
Mayor Garrote states she received a complaint regarding cats on Fairview Avenue. The Potter County Animal Assistance Project has been trapping cats within the borough and have them spayed or neutered to help with population control. While they do try to find homes for cats that have been trapped, sometimes it is not always possible and the cats are returned to where they were trapped. 

The borough urges residents to keep all animals leashed in the borough to avoid any accidents or issues. The borough recognizes this is especially difficult with cats that are indoor and outdoor cats. Please avoid feeding stray or wild animals within the borough and remember to be a responsible pet owner. 

Chief Cimino reported
· Two weeks were spent out of town serving his duty as Coast Guard Reservist. Chief Cimino thanks the PA State Police for protecting and serving the borough while he was away. 
· National Night Out 2026 was a success with even more organizations attending this year and is looking forward to 2027. 
· JKLM Energy LLC has graciously donated $8,500 for body and dash camera upgrades. This includes the software needed to work in conjunction with the Potter County District Attorney. The Galeton Police Department and the Borough Council are very thankful for this donation to keep our Police Department and our residents safe. 
· The new tablet has been ordered. Some of the mounting equipment has been delivered. Waiting for the tablet and to schedule with the technician to have it installed. 

Frank Fisher reported
· Three (3) citations were written to a property on Sherman Street regarding violation to the animal ordinance for housing a pig in the backyard. The hearing was successful and the pig has been removed. 
· Common violations he has been seeing is grass height being too high and unregistered/uninspected vehicles within the borough. 

Borough Secretary
Amanda reported that she received a phone call from 811-DIG stating that the borough has one of the highest percentages of water and sewer line mapping already completed. 



Borough Foreman
Joe states that Hawbaker’s have replaced catch basins on Germania Street and the borough crew added a few more. The manholes need to be higher, so he has ordered 8 manhole extenders. Once they are received, they can move forward with pulverization and paving. 

Solicitor
None

Resolutions & Ordinances
None

Old Business
Amanda has been working to update the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) for the borough. This is a required document that needs to kept on file at the borough office and at the county office. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Ian Creech, to appoint Amanda Sepiol as the Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC) for the Galeton Borough. 

Council entered executive session at 7:36pm to discuss personnel matters, including concerns raised by Borough employees regarding interactions with members of the public.

The executive session concluded at 8:14pm, and the regular meeting reconvened.

A motion was made to accept, with regret, Ron Tarabori’s letter of resignation as council member effective September 9th, 2026, seconded by Josh Yonkin. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Josh Yonkin, to advertise the open seat for a ward one (1) council member. Motion carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council will be held on Wednesday, October 14th, 2026. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech to adjourn the meeting at 8:16pm, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 

Recorded and submitted by:
Amanda Sepiol
Borough Secretary
