March 2025 Monthly Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council took place on Wednesday, March 12th, 2025 at 7:00pm. This meeting took place at the Municipal Building located at 24 W Main St, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Joseph Petrencsik, President, Darrell Jackson, Vice President, Derek Doud, Devin Shadle, and Ron Tarabori. 

Member not present was DJ Fuller. 

Others present were Joseph Cimino SR, Borough Foreman, Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, Chief of Police Joseph Cimino JR, Mike Plummer, Solicitor, and Amanda Paul, Borough Secretary. 

Citizens present were Dennis Pollock, Erika Pollock, JoAnna Quick, and Michael Quick. 

This meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Council President, Joseph Petrencsik. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

A motion by Darrel Jackson to approve the minutes of the February 2025 meeting, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 

A motion by Darrell Jackson to approve the financial report for February 2025 and expenses to date, as presented, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
Dennis Pollock addressed the council regarding the ordinances about unregistered/uninspected vehicles within the borough that are being stored on a registered and licensed trailer. Mr. Pollock had concerns regarding getting repeat citations for these vehicles. 

Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, recited the ordinances that were being violated. Council President Petrencsik made Mr. Pollock aware that the council is planning an ordinance workshop to review current ordinances, as well as the possibility of new ordinances in the near future. 

Dennis Pollock and Erika Pollock chose to exit the meeting at 7:12pm. 

JoAnna Quick addressed the council in regard to the possibility of ordinances changing and having to do away with owning chickens within the borough. Mrs. Quick has requested that if this ordinance were to change, she would request a grandfather clause for people who already own chickens. 

Council President Petrencsik made Mrs. Quick aware that the council is planning an ordinance workshop to review current ordinances, as well as the possibility of new ordinances in the near future. Mike Plummer, Solicitor, explained that if ordinances were to change, it would be advertised in the newspaper prior to adopting them. And at that time, it is advised to either deliver a letter to the Borough Secretary or to attend the meeting to request the grandfather clause. 

Michael Quick addressed the council in regards to a ditch that is in need of clearing across the street from his house. 
Council President Petrencsik requested for the Borough Foreman to address the issue. Joseph Cimino SR, Borough Foreman, made Mr. Quick aware that the crew is planning ditch excavation in several areas within the borough. Unfortunately, during this time of year, it is very difficult to have these projects completed due to weather conditions and the continuation of thawing. 

JoAnna Quick and Michael Quick chose to exit the meeting at 7:20pm. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor and Police
Chief of Police, Joseph Cimino JR, stated he had written 5 parking tickets in the month and February and 2 in March. Chief Cimino states majority are repeat offenders. A discussion was held regarding the continued problem. More information will be gathered to determine if increasing the cost of the fine, towing the vehicle, or purchasing a vehicle boot would be beneficial. 

Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, reported he has cited 3 vehicles and has had successful outcomes with having 4 vehicles removed from the borough. The council remarked that Mr. Fisher is doing a good job in ensuring ordinances are being followed and the continued beautification of Galeton. 

Borough Secretary
Borough Secretary, Amanda Paul, requested permission to take a virtual grant writing course for $80.00. A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Darrell Jackson. Motion carried. 

Information was given regarding the possibility of funding available from the Multimodal Transportation Fund to have roads within the borough repaired. More information will be gathered regarding this grant. 

Borough Foreman
Joseph Cimino SR stated that Kightlinger Motor’s was able to provide a quote for a 2025 GMC pickup to replace the one that was totaled during the flood in 2024. It was quoted for approximately $64,000. It was discussed that the insurance claim of the totaled vehicle would be used towards this new truck. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to move forward with the production and purchasing of this vehicle. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to:
· authorize a vehicle loan with Northwest Bank 
· authorize Amanda Paul, Borough Secretary, as signer on behalf of the Borough of Galeton for all loan documents regarding this vehicle purchase
Motion carried. 

Foreman Cimino advised the council that the price for a new steel bed for the 2006 Dump Truck is $14,600. A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Derek Doud, to purchase the new truck bed. Motion carried. 

Foreman Cimino stated there are a lot of potholes in the borough roads and the crew is working on getting them patched and filled. The current conditions of Germania Street were discussed and that it needs re-paved. 

A motion was made by Darrel Jackson, seconded by Devin Shadle, to purchase the start-up kit and a monthly subscription for Starlink to be installed at the Sewer Plant to provide a more reliable internet. 
Resolutions and Ordinances
A lengthy discussion was held regarding current ordinances and adopting new ordinances. It was decided to hold an ordinance workshop at a later date to review the ordinances. 

Old Business
After reviewing the current vendor application, it was decided to not make any changes at this time. 

New Business
2025 Liquid Fuel Tax Fund payment and 2025 Turnback Maintenance payment received on March 3rd, 2025. 

Executive Session
At 8:10pm, the public was dismissed and the Borough Council, along with Solicitor Mike Plummer,  entered into an executive session to discuss the Chattanooga property. 

At 8:38pm, the meeting was reconvened.

A motion was made by Ron Tarabori, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to accept and sign the termination of sale. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to pay bills. Motion carried. 

At 8:53pm, a motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Darrell Jackson to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The next regular meeting of the Borough Council will be April 9th, 2025 at 7:00pm.



