Galeton Borough Council
Regular Meeting
January 8, 2025
The regular meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on January 8, 2025, at the Municipal Building. The following members were present:
· Joe Petrencsik, President
· Darrell Jackson, Vice President
· Devin Shadle
· Derek Doud
Members Not Present:
· DJ Fuller
· Ron Tarabori
Others in Attendance:
· Mayor: Katherine Garrote
· Borough Foreman: Joe Cimino
· Chief of Police: Chief Cimino
· Solicitor: Mike Plummer
· Authority Secretary: Eleanor Boyd
· Borough Secretary: Amanda Paul
· Citizen: Steve Boyd
Council President Joe Petrencsik called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Derek Doud, to approve the minutes from the December 11, 2024, meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Devin Shadle, to approve the treasurer’s report for December 2024, as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Citizens’ Participation
No citizens requested to participate.
Committee Reports
No reports were presented.
Police and Mayor’s Report
Chief Cimino and Mayor Garrote presented the December 2024 reports. Mayor Garrote commended the police department’s efforts and emphasized ensuring the department has the necessary equipment for safety. Chief Cimino reported awaiting an updated quote for a police radio and plans to follow up regarding the quote.
A discussion was held regarding ongoing cockroach infestations in certain borough buildings. Code Enforcement Officer Frank Fisher will address these issues promptly.
Borough Secretary’s Report
1. 2024 Audit Request:
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Devin Shadle, to hire Baker Tilly for the 2024 audit. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Police Pension Committee Appointment:
A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Derek Doud, to appoint Amanda Paul as the new Police Pension Committee member, replacing the previous secretary. The motion passed unanimously.
3. Chief Administrative Officer Appointment:
A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Derek Doud, to appoint Amanda Paul as the Chief Administrative Officer for both pension plans. The motion passed unanimously.
4. Business Credit Card Request:
A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to approve opening a new Business Credit Card. The motion passed unanimously.
5. Training Course Request:
A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Devin Shadle, to approve Amanda Paul’s attendance at a virtual Bookkeeping & Accounting for Municipal Offices training course through the Pennsylvania Training Hub for Municipal Learning for $65. The motion passed unanimously.
6. Sewage Enforcement Officer Appointments:
A motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Devin Shadle, to appoint Terry Meyers as the primary Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) and Roger Bickleman as the secondary SEO for 2024. The motion passed unanimously.
Borough Foreman’s Report
1. Backhoe and Skid Steer Tires:
Foreman Cimino reported that new tires have been purchased and installed for both the backhoe and skid steer.
2. Insurance Claim Denial:
Foreman Cimino informed the council that the insurance company denied coverage for the backhoe incident. Solicitor Mike Plummer will review the denial letter.
3. Emergency Water Line Clamp Purchase:
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Derek Doud, to approve the purchase of a clamp for shutting off water lines during emergencies for approximately $400. The motion passed unanimously.
4. Welder Purchase:
A motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by Darrell Jackson, to approve the purchase of a new welder to replace one damaged in the flood, for up to $500. The motion passed unanimously.
Solicitor’s Report
Solicitor Mike Plummer updated the council on the sale of the Chattanooga Building to Hillerich and Bradsby. The buyers requested a 30-day extension but do not expect to use the full period.
Resolutions and Ordinances
No resolutions or ordinances were presented.
Old Business
1. Lake Repairs and Dredging:
President Petrencsik discussed writing a letter to Senator Dush and Representative Causer regarding funding options for lake repairs and dredging, necessitated by the August 2024 flood.
2. Road Repairs:
President Petrencsik proposed contacting Senator Dush, Representative Causer, and PennDOT about road repairs and paving needed after increased traffic from detours during bridge construction.
New Business
1. Bike Repair Infrastructure Proposal:
After discussion, a motion was made by Derek Doud, seconded by Devin Shadle, to decline the Route 6 Alliance’s proposal to install bike repair infrastructure on Main Street. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Fireworks Committee Meeting:
Vice President Jackson informed the council that the Fireworks Committee wishes to meet with the Gale Hose Fire Company to plan future event setups. A meeting will be scheduled.
Bills
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Derek Doud, to approve the January bills as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Executive Session
· An executive session was held at 8:33 PM.
· The meeting reconvened at 8:51 PM.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Devin Shadle, to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 PM.
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