May 2025 Monthly Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council took place on Wednesday, May 14th, 2025, at 7:00pm. This meeting took place at the Municipal Building located at 24 W Main Street, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Joseph Petrencsik, Darrell Jackson, Derek Doud, DJ Fuller, and Devin Shadle. 

Members not present were Ron Tarabori.

Others present were Lew Eicholtz, Josh Shuemaker, Wesley Main, Cheryl Main, Ian Creech, Frank Fisher, Ordinance Enforcement, Mike Plummer, Solicitor, Joseph Cimino JR, Chief of Police, Joseph Cimino SR, Borough Foreman, and Amanda Paul, Borough Secretary. 

This meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Council President, Joseph Petrencsik. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Darrell Jackson to approve the minutes of April 2025 meeting, seconded by Devin Shadle. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud to approve the financial report of April 2025 and expenses to date, as presented, seconded by Devin Shadle. 

Public Comment Period
Cheryl and Wesley Main came to discuss the availability of the property owned by the Borough of Galeton located at 2 Industrial Park Road, Galeton PA 16922. A copy of the appraisal was given. Wesley is requesting the borough to have the taxes reassessed on the property and if there are options available for financing. After a lengthy discussion, it was determined that more information would be needed before any decisions could be made. 

Josh Shuemaker also inquired about the same property mentioned above and was also provided with a copy of the appraisal. 

Cheryl Main, Wesley Main, and Josh Shuemaker chose to exit the meeting at 7:38pm. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor and Police
Chief Cimino reported he has had an influx of reports of kids breaking into abandoned homes in the area. He has been addressing every situation that is reported to him and has been increasing patrol around abandoned and seasonal properties. 

He has begun planning for the first weekend in July by contacting other police officers to help with coverage for Saturday, July 5th, 2025. Chief Cimino has also been working on plans to improve traffic exiting the town after the fireworks. He has reached out to large event venues for tips. 
Chief Cimino reminded the council that he will be out of the office and unavailable for two weeks at the end of May due to active-duty Coast Guard Reserves. He has already spoken with the state police and made them aware. The council would like to thank Chief Cimino for serving not only our town, but our country as well. 

Chief Cimino wanted to publicly thank Ian Creech for all the help and guidance he has given him and appreciates all his advice. 

Frank Fisher, ordinance officer, reports he has written several tickets and has successfully removed a few vehicles from the borough. He reports he has spoken with a property owner on School Street who is unable to clean the property due to health issues and advanced age. The owners would be open to hiring someone to clean the property for them. 

Borough Secretary
Amanda advised the council that we received a letter from the Pennsylvania Association of Mayors with the application to nominate someone for Mayor of the Year 2025. A motion was made by Darrell Jackson, seconded by Devin Shadle to approve the nomination. Motion carried. 

Amanda states that an estimate was received for adding electricity along the side of the driveway to the park for the Gale Foundation Grant request. It would be approximately $60,000 per side but there are options to lessen the number of outlets and shop around for cheaper parts. 

Borough Foreman
Foreman Joe Cimino states we received a call from DEP regarding a resident complaining about questionable water in the ditch near their property. The water was tested, and it is safe and just standard run-off water. However, the borough crew installed new drainage. Reflectors will be placed along the area as no vehicles are permitted to drive on that area due to the pipe. 

Joe states many streets are in very poor condition. A state grant request is in progress for the multi-modal grant to request funding to re-pave roads in the borough. 

Joe states a stand-by generator is needed for the borough garage. He will shop around for different options. 

The new sewer camera has been used and is working well. 

Solicitor
Mike Plummer states he attended a hearing with Frank Fisher regarding a case in the borough regarding a vehicle. The borough was successful in the outcome. 

Resolutions & Ordinances
PennDOT Winter Maintenance Agreement resolution has been tabled. The council is requesting more information as to the area we need to cover for PennDOT plus the price of road salt and sidewalk salt, as well as borough crew labor. 




Old Business
Clean Up Day has been scheduled for June 14th, 2025. The council recommended drafting a letter for property owners that could benefit from event to avoid ordinance violations. A letter will be drafted and given to Frank to deliver. 

New Business
The borough received a contract from Bennett Williams Commercial Real Estate to aid in the sale of 2 Industrial Park Rd. A clause will be added that if the borough sells the property to two interested buyers within 60 days, the contract is null and void. A motion was made by DJ Fuller, seconded by Derek Doud, to sign this contract with the clause. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Darrel Jackson, seconded by DJ Fuller, to pay outstanding bills. Motion carried. 

At 8:45pm, a motion was made by Devin Shadle, seconded by DJ Fuller, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

The next regular meeting of the Borough Council will be June 11th, 2025.

