Regular Monthly Meeting of the Galeton Borough Council

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on Wednesday, May 13th, 2026, at 7:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 W Main Street, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Devin Shadle, DJ Fuller, Derek Doud, Josh Yonkin, Ian Creech, and Ron Tarabori. 
Others present were Chief Cimino, Galeton Chief of Police, Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, Joe Cimino, Borough Foreman, Mike Plummer, Solicitor, and Amanda Sepiol, secretary. 
Citizens present were Jim Bull, John Spieglemeyer, Curt Shadle, Cindy Shadle, Benn Carlson, and Chris Holcomb. 

The meeting was called to order by Devin Shadle at 7:00pm. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech to approve the minutes of the April meeting, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by DJ Fuller to approve the financial report for April and expenses to date, as presented, seconded by Josh Yonkin. Motion carried. 

Public Comment
Benn Carlson of DCNR requested a letter of support and resolution allowing ATV/UTV traffic to enter the borough using Route 144 to Germania Street. Benn explained that with the closure of Yahn Road within Pike Township, there was no way for many ATV/UTVs to enter the borough. The council agreed to write a letter of support and pass a resolution. 

Jim Bull requested a letter of support and resolution allowing ATV/UTV traffic to cross Route 6 at red light hill to have access to The Brown Bull and the Galeton Moose. After a lengthy discussion was held, it was decided to revisit the idea after measuring the distance from the intersection to the top parking lot of the Galeton Moose to set boundaries on how far ATV/UTV can go. This will be address at the June meeting. 

Chris Holcomb apologized to the council for causing problems on Williams Avenue. He states in December of 2025, the property owner agreed to sell him the property on Williams Avenue and 157 Germania Street. This sale has not been completed yet. He was unable to complete any work during the winter months due to the weather. He recognized that he did make a mess but has organized it since then. He wants to build onto the garage to have storage for the contents. Mike Plummer explained that the current state is in violation of multiple ordinances which both Chris and property owner will be held responsible for. The council has given Chris 62 days to rectify the issue but no progress has been made. The council stated that Chris needs to find temporary storage for the contents, submit a drawing and building permit for the addition to the borough office for approval, complete the construction, and remove the temporary storage within 45 days, beginning May 14th, 2026. Chris agreed to this plan. 

John Spieglemeyer stated he received a standard letter with information regarding the borough’s clean up day coming up. He felt the statements made regarding this property were not professional and did not agree that business was being conducted on Mother’s Day. Frank Fisher stepped forwarded and issued a public apology to John for his actions and poor timing. 
Curt Shadle requested an update regarding the ordinance violations and trash issue at a neighboring property on Clinton Street. The Shadle’s are concerned about the smell of garage with summer coming and concerns of rodents. Chief Cimino stated that this process has been slow moving and they have been actively working on it for over 6 months. Chief Cimino reported that they have been working with the mortgage holder since November to have the property cleaned. Chief Cimino and Frank have met with an agency that addresses code violations for the mortgage holder and gave them a time frame of 2 weeks. A lawyer from the mortgage holder would like to speak with our solicitor and the situation has been deferred to Mike Plummer. 

Main Street Business Owners – Bike rack installation was not discussed as there was no attendance for this agenda item. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor & Police
No report received from Mayor Garrote. 

Chief Cimino reported that he has begun planning security measures for the weekend of 4th of July. He states he has all the same officers as the previous year, as well as one additional officer. 

Chief Cimino reports that he has also started planning for National Night Out, which is a national event held on the first Tuesday of August every year. The date of the event will be August 4th, 2026, from 5pm to 8pm again. Invitations have been sent to local organizations. 

Chief Cimino also reported that there is an influx of ordinance violations, especially due to summer starting and excessive grass heights. He states that Frank has been keeping up well with these violations. 

Borough Secretary
Amanda reported that we have had approved for the Economic Development and Community Development Initiatives Program for the amount of $250,000. 

A motion was made by Ron, seconded by DJ, to sign the invoice agreeing to the deposit of funds. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by DJ, seconded by Ron, to open a new bank account for these funds, as per the direction of the contract for the grant. Motion carried. 

Amanda reported that the funds have been received by the Gale Foundation for the purchase of the sewer truck. 

Amanda reported that the Phase 1 Study of Chattanooga was completed on May 8th, 2026, and the Structural Inspection was completed on May 12th, 2026. Closing date is scheduled for May 22nd, 2026. 

An email was received by a concerned visitor opposing the closure of Yahn Road. This person did contact Pike Township, as well, but wanted to make Galeton Borough aware of his views. 
A letter was received from West Branch Township explaining that they have canceled the plans for repairs to Germania Street Extension. 

Borough Foreman
Joe stated that the crew will begin flushing fire hydrants on Wednesdays and complete a different portion of town each week until all have been flushed. Residents will need to check their water as it may be discolored. 

Joe reported several projects they are currently working on for the upcoming weeks: replacement of a catch basin on Sherman Street, patching of streets from repaired water lines (will require approximately 18 tons of material), awaiting a quote from Kightlinger’s for a F250 single cab truck, and replacing a polymer pump at the sewer station. 

Joe states that the bathrooms are open at the park and a new light has been added between the bathrooms. 

Joe also states they will need to start berm maintenance which unfortunately, may cause some lawns to be cut back that may have overgrown the berm. Berm maintenance is important and necessary to ensure road safety, proper drainage, and protects the road from damage. 

Solicitor
Mike states that he has sent a copy of the deed for Chattanooga to the realtors for review. 

Resolutions & Ordinances
A motion was made by Derek, seconded by DJ, to sign Resolution C2-2026: Borough of Galeton Authorizing ATV/UTV Access into the Borough via State Route 144 to Germania Street. Motion carried. 

Resolution C3-2026: Borough of Galeton Authorizing the Crossing of US Route 6 by ATV/UTV at Designated Location has been tabled until next meeting to make necessary changes. 

Old Business

New Business
Information regarding CDBG (Community Development Block Grant Program) was given to council members. Submissions are due by June 11th, 2026. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10th, 2026.

A motion was made to adjourn this meeting at 8:45pm by Derek, seconded by Ian. Motion carried. 

Recorded and submitted by:
Amanda Sepiol
Borough Secretary


