Regular Monthly Meeting of the Galeton Borough Council

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on Wednesday, March 11th, 2026 at 7:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 W Main Street, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Devin Shadle, DJ Fuller, Derek Doud, Ian Creech, and Josh Yonkin.
Members not present were Ron Tarabori. 
Others present were Kathy Garrote, Mayor, Mike Plummer, Solicitor, Joe Cimino, Foreman, Chief Cimino, Chief of Police, Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, Amanda Sepiol, Borough Secretary, Leslie Campbell, citizen, and Katie Bodendorf, West Branch Township Secretary and Floodplain Manger. 

The meeting was called to order by Devin Shadle at 7:00pm. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Josh Yonkin to approve the minutes of the February meeting, seconded by DJ Fuller. Motion carried.

A motion was made by DJ Fuller to approve the financial report for February and expenses to date as presented, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
Leslie Campbell attended the meeting as an observer for a requirement of the Tioga Leadership program she is participating in. Leslie thanked the council for welcoming her to the meeting. 

Katie Bodendorf
1. Katie explained that West Branch Township has received grant funding for the dirt portion of Germania Street extension and discussed road bonding for this project. After a lengthy discussion, with the Borough Foreman included, it was decided to require a $25,000 performance road bond of Germania Street. 
2. Katie thanked the council for appointing her as Galeton Borough’s Floodplain Manager. She requests to be notified of all building permit requests as she reviews the area to see if it is in a flood zone area. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor & Police
Mayor Garrote extended a thank you to the borough crew for always doing a great job and responding so well to emergencies issues. Mayor Garrote also reported that Chief Cimino is doing an excellent job. 

Chief Cimino provided his report to the council and was happy to report a “slower” month in criminal activity. The heating project has been completed in his office, and it is working well. Chief Cimino has found a new security camera system that will be purchased and installed soon. And will be filling in for the Galeton Area School security guard on an as needed basis but is able to leave for emergencies. 

Frank Fisher reported that he has successfully prevailed in two court cases concerning violations of local ordinances. He is working with residents and has had good success regarding vehicles being moved from Sherman Street, helping a resident on East Main Street find new living conditions, and a home on Parsonage Avenue has begun cleaning up the property. Frank is working with other residents in making plans to help with junk removal. 

Borough Secretary
1. Amanda states she received a call from a resident on Sherman Street expressing thank you to the borough crew for responding so quickly to a possible sewage emergency. 
2. A motion was made by Ian Creech to appoint Amanda as voting delegate at the Annual PSAB Conference, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried.
3. The Galeton Public Library is interested in hosting a farmers’ market. The council agreed to waive the fees, and everyone is looking forward to having a farmers’ market in town. 
4. Amanda attended a meeting with neighboring counties and reported it was very informative. And had a chance to speak with Martin Causer after the event regarding our borough. 
5. Amanda provided all the information ready to submit for the $250,000 infrastructure improvement grant. Council requested to add verbiage into the objections that repaving and repairing the road is affecting West Branch Township from repairing their road and it can cause issues with Pine Creek. Martin Causer recommend Galeton Borough for this funding and will be supporting our request in Harrisburg. 
6. Tax bills were delayed at the printer but have been received and mailed out.
7. Liquid Fuels funds for the 2026/2027 season have been received - $39,330.99. 
8. Northwest Bank is currently running a promotion for 5.99% interest until April 15th. A discussion was held to start looking to replace the 2015 Ford. 

Borough Foreman
Joe reports the crew recently used 6 tons of cold patch to try and repair Germania Street. He spent a morning with Daren from PennDot going over the street and received an estimate of $257,000 to repave that section of road. This information was also given to Amanda to include with the grant request. 

Joe states that he has been in contact with Stephenson Equipment and they have a 2010 International Sewer (flusher) Truck that will become available very soon. Joe provided pictures and information regarding the truck to the council. He is going to travel to look at the truck soon. If we decided to purchase, this truck will be generously paid for by grant funds received from the Gale Foundation. 

Solicitor
Mike Plummer met with inspectors from DEP regarding an above-ground storage tank that was previously located at the Chattanooga building. The area was inspected and has been recorded with DEP that the tank is no longer there. And moving forward we will no longer need the permit. 

Resolutions & Ordinances
Potter County Planning office sent a sample copy of the newest Short Term Rental Ordinance that some municipalities are adopting. After discussing this, it is determined that Galeton Borough will not be adopting such ordinance at this time and the matter is tabled. 

Old Business
The Cameron Counter Brownfield Coalition was pleased to see that we have completed phase one testing of the Chattanooga building and is requesting to move forward with phase two testing. They explained they will help with funding this test. 

New Business
Clean up day has been scheduled for May 30th, 2026, with 6 roll-off style dumpsters. 

The next regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council will be held on Wednesday, April 6th, 2026.

A motion to adjourn this meeting at 8:32pm by Derek Doud, seconded by Ian Creech. Motion carried. 


Recorded and submitted by:
Amanda Sepiol
Borough Secretary


