Regular Monthly Meeting of the Galeton Borough Council

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on Wednesday, April 8th, 2026 ay 7:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 W Main St, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were DJ Fller, Derek Doud, Ian Creech, and Ron Tarabori. 
Members not present were Devin Shadle. 
Others present were Mayor Katherine Garrote, Chief Cimino, Chief of Police, Frank Fisher, Ordinance Officer, Joe Cimino SR, Foreman, Mike Plummer, Solicitor, and Amanda Sepiol, Borough Secretary. 
Citizens present were Steve and Lore Pifer, Bill and Betty Anne Lechler, and Steve Macensky. 

This meeting was called to order by DJ Fuller at 7:00pm. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Derek Doud to approve the minutes of the March 2026 meeting, seconded by Ian Creech. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Josh Yonkin to approve the financial report of March 2026 and expenses to date, as presented, seconded by Ian Creech. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
Bill Lechler was the primary spokesperson for their neighborhood. Bill states that the Borough Crew works very hard on keeping the town looking great and feel they are underappreciated for the amount of work that they do, especially with a 3-man crew. Bill thanked them for their hard work. Bill expressed concerns regarding properties within the borough and wishes homeowners would take the same pride in their personal property as the borough does with the entire town. 

Steve Pifer added that he agrees with Bill and recognizes that “one mans trash may be another mans treasure” but property owners still need to keep areas organized. 

Areas of concern mentioned were Sherman Street, Williams Avenure, and First Street. These properties are in violation of one or more ordinances. Frank Fisher and Chief Cimino have been in contact with the property owner regarding an area of concern on Williams Avenue. The owner of the things being stored at this property has also been contacted and made aware he has 30 days to remove the items and restore the property. If no improvements are made, the Borough will issue the necessary citations. The property owner is in agreeance that the property can’t look the way it does. 

Steve Macensky stated there is a stray cat problem at a vacant home on Prospect Avenue. The owner of the property has been contacted but stated the cats are not theirs. There is not currently an ordinance regarding cats within the borough. Amanda will look into programs to trap and rehome stray cats. This is an ongoing issue all over town. It is important for people to be responsible pet owners – spay/neuter your pets, keep them on leashes, remove feces, monitor your pet’s whereabouts. 

Mayor & Police
Mayor Garrote states she has already started the conversations with Chief Cimino regarding plans for 4th of July weekend regarding parking, safety, and traffic control. 

Chief Cimino provided his report for the month to the council. He states he is currently having issues with the police interceptor’s Bluetooth and radio which is resulting in safety concerns. Chief Cimino will be reaching out to the company who installed the radio to troubleshoot the issues. 

Chief Cimino states he is planning to host a meeting with property owners within the borough that offer parking for the 4th of July to discuss the plans for traffic control after the fireworks. This meeting will be announced at a later date. 

Chief Cimino wants to remind residents that it is best to report crime at the time of the incident. Always call 911 to report the crime and dispatchers can help determine the severity of the crime and will contact the necessary departments to get the quickest and most efficient response. 

Chief Cimino also wanted to extend praise to the ordinance officer, Frank Fisher, for his continued dedication to his role. “Frank is doing a great job and is very quick to address issues that are reported to him.” The council agrees that Frank is doing an excellent job and complimented his knowledge of the ordinances within the Borough. 

Frank Fisher reported that he received complaints regarding a home on Pine Street. Since speaking with the owner, they have obtained a building permit to begin repairs need on the home. Frank also reports working with several property owners in getting things cleaned and repaired in accordance with Borough ordinances. 

Borough Secretary

Amanda reported that she has successfully passed the exam and obtained her notary public certifications. 

Amanda also extended thank you to the excellent teamwork between the office staff, the ordinance officer, and the borough crew regarding past due water bills and termination of service. The most recent billing cycle resulted in an additional $2,974.85 in past due water payments collected from 6 customers at risk for termination of services. Amanda explained that no one likes terminating a customer’s water service but operating and maintaining our water system is expensive so collecting payments is very important to ensure things operate properly and systems are up to date. 

Amanda has attached a copy of the fee schedule for review. The council agrees to allow research and updating provided to the fee schedule to be presented at the next council meeting. 

Borough Foreman
Joe reported they have still been continuing to work on Germania Street and used between 6-8 tons of cold patch. 

The new sewer truck is now at Stephenson Equipment for inspection and repairs, if needed. He is planning to go look it over next week, schedule permitting. If it is acceptable, the Borough will be obtaining the new sewer truck with grant funds from the Gale Foundation. 

Joe plans to schedule to flush hydrants in the near future, possibly overnight minimize any cloudy water to be resolved before residents wake up the next morning. 

Joe states he was speaking with the Little League Association regarding lawn mowing. They pay approximately $2,000 in mowing fees. The crew has discussed this and are willing to do the mowing. The council agrees to allow the crew to help with mowing to save the Little League Association money. 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the current condition of Germania Street and the proposed project regarding Germania Street Extension by West Branch Township. The Borough does not feel that the road bond offered will be able to repair any damages caused from the heavy truck and heavy equipment using the road. A motion was made by Josh Yonkin, seconded by Derek Doud, to deny the use of Germania Street for this project. Motion carried. 

Further discussion was held on funding for repaving this street. The Borough has been recommended for $250,000 by State Representative Martin Causer. The application is currently in process. 

Solicitor
Mike Plummer reported that requests are being made to the county requesting blighted property monies. He would like to accelerate the request the borough is planning to make. 

Mike also stated that Amanda can provide notary services for the Borough and Authority. It was explained there are no legal issues to offer notary services to the public and it is up to the council. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech, to allow Amanda to advertise her notary services are available at the Borough office, seconded by Ron Tarabori. Motion carried. 

Resolutions & Ordinances
The borough currently has an abandoned property ordinance, stating that abandoned properties must be registered with the borough office. Frank provided a sample registration form. After discussion, the council would like two forms. One for truly abandoned/vacant properties and another for homes that will be temporality empty. Amanda will revise the forms for the next meeting. 

Enforcing this ordinance will be very helpful, especially during emergencies, to be able to reach someone regarding the property. 

New Business
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the yard sale ordinance. It was determined to not make any changes at this time. A person can have a maximum of three yard sales on the ground or within any dwelling of the same premises within the Borough any calendar year. A two- or three-day weekend yard sale is considered to be a single day of operation. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13th, 2026.

A motion was made by Ian Creech to adjourn the meeting at 8:07pm, seconded by Derek Doud. Motion carried. 
