Regular Meeting of the Galeton Borough Council
Wednesday, July 8th, 2026, at 7:00pm

The regular monthly meeting of the Galeton Borough Council was held on Wednesday, July 8th, 2026, at 7:00pm at the municipal building located at 24 West Main Street, Galeton PA 16922. 

Members present were Devin Shadle, DJ Fuller, Ron Tarabori, Josh Yonkin, and Ian Creech.
Members who were not present were Derek Doud.
Others present were Mayor Katherine Garrote, Chief Cimino, Frank Fisher (Ordinance Officer), Mike Plummer (Solicitor), and Amanda Sepiol (Borough Secretary). 
Citizens present were Candace Hillyard, Steve Pifer, and Jan and Sue Widnikiewicz. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Devin Shadle. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by Josh Yonkin to approve the minutes of the June meeting, seconded by DJ Fuller. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech to approve the financial report of June and expenses to date as presented, seconded by Josh Yonkin. Motion carried. 

Public Comment Period
Candace from Route 6 Alliance regarding the grant received for bike racks and bike repair stations. They have provided these to 4 counties with a long-term goal of having them in all 11 counties. Candance explained that it does not need to placed directly on Route 6. Council discussed options such as near the library. The council will address this with a definitive answer at the August meeting. 

Sue and Jan Widnikiewicz sent a letter to the council to read prior to the meeting regarding the property on West Street. They currently still hold a mortgage on this property. They are open to suggestions and help. The Council agreed to hold all citations for one month and revisit the progress that has been made at the August meeting. 

Committee Reports
None

Mayor & Police
Mayor Garrote reported that Red Suspender Weekend went very well with minimal reports to her. She reported an issue during the parade as a marching band was late due to a detour around an accident which caused a gap in the parade. But Fire Police handled redirecting any traffic around the parade route. 

Chief Cimino provided his report for June and Red Suspender Weekend. Chief Cimino and Administrative Assistant Kerry attended a free police expo in Atlantic City that provided great networking and information for rural police forces. Chief Cimino helped direct traffic for the Potter County Marathon and traffic control for the Laurel Festival Parade. On July 4th, Chief Cimino had the help of 14 officers and 8 fire police which was very helpful. 

Frank Fisher reported on several on-going issues:
· Property on Williams Avenue has no made any improvements despite the 45-day agreement previously made. Owner is receiving daily citations and have currently received 11. Citations will continue until property is cleaned. 
· Property on Prospect Avenue was address regarding garbage, smell, and cockroaches. Concerns addressed with both tenant and the landlord. The landlord states he will help with the extermination of cockroaches and will schedule a visit with the tenant to check the interior. 
· Two reports were received regarding seeing rats at or near their home. Chief Cimino attempted to visit one offender but was not home. He will continue to try and reach the homeowner to discuss the ordinance violation.  Frank will continue working to find the areas where rodent might be harboring. 

The council strongly urges residents to check your home for entry points, keep trash in sealed containers, keep animal feed in sealed containers, and remove sources of shelter. 

Borough Secretary
Amanda happily reported that the funds from the sale of the Chattanooga property were received via wire transfer in the amount of $160,238.00. All utilities have been canceled. 

Watershed Plan Advisory Committee (WPAC) representative needed for Galeton Borough. No council members were available due to prior obligations. A motion was made by Ian Creech, seconded by DJ Fuller, to appoint Amanda Sepiol as the WPAC representative. Motion carried. 

A new reconciliation process was recommended by Baker Tilly and Amanda is working closely with the auditors for the new process. 

Lauren Hinman of Pine Creek Services reported another successful year working with the Goodyear Fire Company and the Galeton Borough for porta potties. A few recommendations to add more at the entrance of the park and possibly two on Union Street. 

Borough Foreman
None

Solicitor
Mike explained that the sale price of Chattanooga was adjusted due to the underground tanks needed to be filled with concrete. 

Resolutions & Ordinances

Old Business
Invoice due for Katie Bodendorf, Floodplain Manger – A motion was made by Ron Tarabori, seconded by DJ Fuller, to pay $100 for services. Motion carried. 

A quote was received from Northwest Bank for a small business loan at 6.62% interest for purchasing the Ford F250 Regular Cab truck. A motion was made by Ron Tarabori, seconded by DJ Fuller, to purchase this truck. 

A motion was made by Ian Creech, seconded by Ron Tarabori, to award the Germania Street paving bid to Glenn O Hawbaker INC for $330,238.00. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Josh Yonkin, seconded by DJ Fuller, to use funds received from the sale of Chattanooga for the balance due after using $250,000.00 DCED Grant at $80,238.00. Motion carried. 

Executive session was called to order at 8:24pm to discuss personnel matters. 

Executive session adjourned at 8:47pm. 

New Business
A motion was made by DJ Fuller, seconded by Josh Yonkin, to remove Katie Bodendorf as Floodplain Manager/Administrator. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by DJ Fuller, seconded by Josh Yonkin, to appoint Joe Ayers as Floodplain Manger/Administrator for the Borough of Galeton at an hourly rate of $15 per hour. Motion carried. 

DCED and ARC is offering free grant education via Zoom on August 6th from 10am to 12pm. Amanda will be attending and council members made aware to let her know if they want to be registered.  

A discussion was held to possibly make rules regarding placing tarps before the fireworks. Tarps were placed as early as Tuesday which makes it very difficult for the Borough Crew to keep the grass mowed, place trash cans, and have the porta potties placed in town. And to have all tarps removed by midnight of the fireworks. A lot of tarps were left out, or stakes were left in the ground causing mowing issues. More discussions are to be held. 

A discussion was held regarding the addition of Tobacco Free Zone signs to be placed around the Splashpad and Library. There have been a lot of issues with cigarette butts in the grass and on the sidewalks. More discussions are to be held. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 12th, 2026 at 7:00pm.

A motion was made by DJ Fuller, seconded by Ron Tarabori, to adjourn the meeting at 8:49pm. Motion carried. 

Recorded and submitted by:
Amanda Sepiol
Borough Secretary
