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Resolution Recommending a “No” Vote on the South Kitsap School District
Levy Election on February 11, 2025

WHEREAS, The South Kitsap School District is holding a special election on February 11,
2025, for the purpose of raising property taxes to fund an excess levy;

WHEREAS, The average per-students funding in Washington state has doubled in the past 10
years to $18,354 per student in 2022-2023;

WHEREAS, Washington state teacher salaries have increased roughly 68% (the best in the
nation) in the past 10 years and the state now has the second-highest average annual salary, after
adjusting for the cost of living, at $75,573, and the third-highest average starting salary, at
$48,433;

WHEREAS, Student performance continued its downward decline as shown by federal test
scores that were released in January 2025, showing that 69% of Washington eighth graders were
not proficient in reading compared to 58% in 2013 and 71% of Washington eighth graders were
not proficient in math compared to 58% in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Research has consistently shown that there is no correlation between school
funding and student performance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Kitsap County Republican Party recommends
a “No” vote on the February 11, 2025, South Kitsap School District excess levy and calls on the
South Kitsap School Board and Superintendent to re-evaluate their current spending and make
student performance their highest priority.

Adopted by the Kitsap County Republican Party Executive Board on February 3, 2025.
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