
SCIENTIFICA DESIGN DIRECTIONS
Hi everyone!

This document is a comprehensive guide that explains the design specifications
and aesthetics we are looking for in the spreads you submit for Scientifica
Magazine. Please read the entirety of this document so you understand the

direction in which we are taking the design. First we will go through the list of
things you MUST stick to. Then, we’ll give you some examples of designs we

found interesting!
Happy designing!

Be creative with the title fonts, and THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX!!! Make
something that looks nice, and keep in mind, design doesn’t always have to be

directly correlated to the article topic!

If you have any questions feel free to text or email Meera Patel
(mnp59@miami.edu) or Megan Piller (mep233@miami.edu)!
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SETTING UP INDESIGN FILE:
● Download InDesign and open a new Document and set the Bleed to 0p9
● If it is a half spread, open 1 page, if it is a full spread make it 2 pages.
● Make sure that “Facing Pages” is checked, and that the page Start # is 2.

When you open the document it should look like:



SET UP DOCUMENT GRID

SPACING
● Text boxes should be spaced apart 2 little boxes which can be seen with the

document grid:

● All photos must go to the red/pink bleed line
● Text must be on the purple/blue line



REQUIREMENTS
Body Text:

● The text should not go outside the blue and pink lines
● Body text should be 10 point “Neuton” font.

○ Download off of Google Fonts here
● The first letter of every issue is 20 point “Neuton: Italic,” with a drop

cap of 2. (shown below.)

● Be sure that the body text color is black.
● Be sure to de-hyphenate body text (under the paragraph tab):

● The paragraph indent should always be 1p5

● Beginning of articles should look similar to:

You can use these to create the above (faster)

https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Neuton?selection.family=Neuton


BLEEDS
● Any and ALL images need to be extended ONE BOX PAST the RED

BLEED LINE.

● When you are finished designing, MAKE A LARGE WHITE (PAPER)
RECTANGLE around the WHOLE spread ONE BOX PAST the RED
BLEED LINE and SEND TO BACK



TITLE DESIGN
As previously mentioned, if creative fonts or title art are not being used, you can
stick to LEMON MILK for the main title font and Josefin Sans for any
subheadings/subtitles. However, the examples below employ different fonts for
creative purposes.

Below are some examples of creative title design:



FONTS
Scientifica has a set of fonts that we generally adhere to, as follows.

Body text: Neuton regular, size 10
Photo captions: Neuton regular, size 9

If you’re having trouble finding title and subtitle fonts, we often use the following:
Major headings/titles: LEMON MILK
Subheadings: Josefin Sans

However, keep in mind that title and subheading fonts can be varied, depending on
your unique spread design -- examples of titles and title art that don’t conform to
the fonts mentioned above can be found on page 6.

● FONTS MUST BE DOWNLOADED FROM ADOBE FONTS
○ fonts.adobe.com

● When crediting the author of the article use a lowercase “b”
○ by First Last

● When crediting artists, designers, or photographers follow the following
format:

○ Illustration: First Last
○ Design: First Last
○ Photography: First Last
○ Illustration & Design: First Last

TEXT WRAPS
Adobe has a great Text Wrap resource linked below
https://helpx.adobe.com/indesign/using/text-wrap.html

PHOTOGRAPHY

https://helpx.adobe.com/indesign/using/text-wrap.html


● For the most part, any photography we want to be used in a spread will be
provided by Scientifica staff photographers and will be in the Box folder for
the particular article you’re working on!

○ All images taken by photographers must have credit and captions.
■ Neuton, regular size 9

● However, if photos aren’t provided and you would like to use others, you
may use stock photos

○ We don’t own the rights to use images off Google Images
○ Scientifica has a shutterstock account; however, please check free

stock sites first and IF necessary use our account (ask before pulling
pictures off the account and BE CERTAIN you will use the image
before downloading it off of shutterstock)

■ Free websites can be found below:
● https://www.pexels.com/
● https://pixabay.com/

○ Shutterstock Information:
■ Username: scientificaeditor@gmail.com
■ Password: miami12

EXPORTING A SPREAD

https://www.pexels.com/
https://pixabay.com/
mailto:scientificaeditor@gmail.com


Please ensure that the article is copied and pasted correctly on the design spread
before exporting!

When you finish a spread, please export it using the “package” function in
InDesign (File → Package). This automatically groups together several items into a
single folder, including:

● INDESIGN FILE (indd and idml formats)
● All photographs inserted
● ANY PHOTOSHOPPED IMAGES YOU DID
● PDF export of the spread (be sure the export quality setting is at maximum)
● All fonts you used

This package will export as a folder--please upload this to the box folder for
that article!

Finished Spread Example:



DESIGN INSPIRATION



Entire previous issues can be found at www.umscientifica.com

http://www.umscientifica.com






















This is our current spread for the first four pages (TOC + masthead) so you can

get an idea of what “vibe” we are going for!




