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Dear Ladies,

Did You Know?
June wasn’t always the sixth month of the year as we know it today! Before Julius
Caesar reformed the calendar, there were only 10 months, making June the
fourth month. In a fun twist of time, since the Optimist year begins in October,
June is now the ninth month of our club year—which means we’re already
wrapping up the third quarter!

http://www.twincityoptimist.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=27d1503f-ebe9-4854-9b04-50cac4c2b419


Club Highlights – 3rd Quarter Snapshot
� Membership Growth: We've welcomed 16 new members this quarter,
bringing us to an amazing 134 members strong!
� Events & Projects: We’ve successfully completed 13 projects and events and
held our 3rd Quarter District Meeting.
� Looking Ahead: We’re now setting our sights on the 107th Optimist
International Convention at Union Station in St. Louis at the end of June!

Upcoming Fundraising Season
Starting in July, we’ll be entering a busy season filled with fundraising events
leading up to the end of the Optimist year in September. We will need your
support and energy to help make these events a success!

Bring a Guest – July 31st Evening Meeting
Do you know someone interested in what we do? Invite them to join us at our
evening meeting on July 31st!
� Special Presentation by: Mary Hatfield and Amy Baum
� ️ Bonus: Guests eat free—we just need their name, address and phone number
so Mary can send a personal invitation.

​Thank you for being an essential member of the Twin City Area Optimist Club.
Let’s finish this quarter strong and carry our momentum through the final stretch
of the year! �

Optimistically yours,
Cathy Elliott
President – Twin City Area Optimist Club
� 573-883-0924

Welcome New Members!

Christine Bradshaw Laura English



Denise Funston Jessica Korte

Jan Buechting Michelle Storment



Sarah Hilker

June 5, 2025
Board Update, Bloomsdale Fun Farm, Spotlight Theatre​

Carla Fischer
Bloomsdale Fun Farm

Courtney Wiseley
Spotlight Theatre

Board Updates
Eight new optimist members have been approved. Please welcome the following:

Michelle Storment, sponsored by Jean Naeger
Jessica Korte, sponsored by Katie Huck
Denise Funston, sponsored by Nicki Ruess
Sarah Hilker, sponsored by Becky Francis
Christine Bradshaw, sponsored by Cathy Elliott
Laura English, sponsored by Judy Williams
Sophia Hensly, sponsored by Katie Huck
Maria Hoepfner, sponsored by Katie Huck



A NOW/WOW meeting (New Optimist Welcome / Welcome Optimist Worldwide)
is scheduled for July 31 in the evening. 

The board approved to donate an additional $195 to The Women’s Shelter to
take 15 children on a field trip to Critter Land and the Butterfly House. 

Sponsorship update: we have brought in $23,403.88 this year which is $1,100.00
more than last year. These funds are deposited into the Foundation of the Twin
City Optimist Club for investment.

Learn to Ride Your Bike Path- Becky Francis, Katie Huck and Carroll Metzger
reported that we are now in the designing stage. The Foundation will be applying
for grants to help pay for this project. The bike path will be in Sunset Park behind
the police station in Festus.

Optimist International Convention
The service project for the Optimist International Convention will be
Monarch Jewelry. Monarch creates quality and artistic jewelry in a unique
way to engage in the fight against sex trafficking and child sexual
exploitation. If you have broken jewelry or something you do not want any
longer, please consider donating the items. 
Renee Gerlach and Carroll Metzger will present a workshop at the Optimist
International Convention to teach other Optimists about this program, and
why there is a huge need for period products. 

Bloomsdale Fun Farms

Carla Fischer is a retired High School Teacher who also worked for Eckert’s Farm
for many years. She and her family opened Bloomsdale Fun Farm in 2021 as an
agritourism attraction. It’s similar to Eckert’s, but with much more! 

Bloomsdale Fun Farm is open for pumpkin season only, which is the last weekend
in September and all weekends in October. General admission covers most
attractions with a few exceptions.

The farm currently includes seven mechanical rides, play equipment, hiking trails,
farm animals, and a multitude of other activities! They also include accessibility
accommodations including a wheelchair lift for the hayride wagons and special
swings and seating. 

Twin City Area Optimists will be working the farm Saturday October 4 and
Saturday October 25. Six volunteers will be needed each day for low liability
tasks. Five volunteers will have assigned positions with the sixth floating to
provide breaks. The shifts are eight hours and require a lot of standing. In
exchange for the work, a donation will be made to our club.  

For more information , please reference: http://Bloomsdalefunfarm.com
 
 
Spotlight Theatre



Courtney Wiseley with Spotlight Theatre joined us to receive a donation from the
club. The Spotlight Theatre is in its’ fourth year and now has more than 400
members. This year they have performed High School Musical Jr. with
performances of Fiddler on the Roof scheduled for August. 
 
https://spotlightjeffco.org/

Submitted by: Carolyn McKinney and Cathy Elliott

June 12, 2025
Foster Together

Laura Storm, Foster Together

Announcements

We have a Secretary-Elect for next year! Thank you to new member Jessica Korte
for taking on this important position!

Upcoming Blood Drive, July 11 at the Festus YMCA from 11:00-3:00pm. The club
can earn $300 if we have 30 people donate! And for every person over 30 we
earn $10 more for each person. Contact Marian Bozak at 216-509-6810 if you can
donate or make a treat for the Blood Drive. 

The Old Bag Lunch will be held on July 24. This is an in-house fundraiser that we
look forward to every year! Carol Schanz will send a sheet around asking for
volunteers to donate purses and bags of any kind. 

New member inductions
Chris Bradshaw, sponsored by Cathy Elliott
Laura English, sponsored by Judy Williams
Denise Funston, sponsored by Nicki Ruess
Jessica Korte, sponsored by Katie Huck

FOSTER TOGETHER
Laura Storm from Foster Together spoke at one of our 2024 meetings about their
organization. The club was so impressed with her presentation that Cathy Elliott
suggested our club support them and the important work they do in the

https://spotlightjeffco.org/


community. A new project was approved for $1000 and Jean Naeger found a
matching grant for $1000. 

Karen Huskey and her team purchased $2,000 worth of toys, diapers, handmade
items and other items that Foster Together needs. These items were unloaded
and a display was set up in the back room at Taytro’s.

Laura Storm provided an update on Foster Together and mentioned that they are
looking for a larger building. Afterwards Laura and Optimist members went into
the back room to see two walls full of donations! 

A big thank you to the Foster Together committee, chair Karen Huskey and
members Rosie O’Shaughnessy, Dorthea Kehm, Sue Jokerst, Mary Kay Scott,
Peggy McCraith, and Mickie Huskey. Also, thanks to Karen’s husband, Don
Huskey, and other Optimists who helped unload the purchases and set up the
display! 

Submitted by: Cathy Elliott and Carolyn McKinney

Rosie O'Shaughnessy, Dorothea Kehm, Laura Storm, May Kay Scott,
Karen Huskey, and Mickie Huskey



Laura Storm with the donations for Foster Together!

June 19, 2025
Tim Krysl

Tim Krysl joined our June 19 meeting to discuss Juneteenth. Tim teaches
eighth grade United States History at Festus Middle School and is a history
professor at Maryville University. He spoke to our club last year about Jim
Crow laws. There was such positive feedback from last year’s talk that he was
invited to return this year. 

To explain Juneteenth, Tim first reviewed the events of the Civil War, starting
with the election of November 1860 which resulted in several states seceding
from the Union. The states that seceded had threatened this action if
Abraham Lincoln was elected President and followed through after the
election. While they initially seceded as individual entities, they joined to
form the Confederate States of America (CSA) on February 4, 1861. 

The Civil War officially started on April 12, 1861 at Fort Sumter. While there
were 11 states in the CSA, their flag included two more stars, adding Missouri
and Kentucky for 13, although neither state seceded or joined the
Confederacy. 



Locally, Festus was divided by Main Street, with north of Main primarily
supporting the Union and south primarily supporting the Confederacy. 

President Lincoln’s primary goal early in the Civil War was to preserve the
Union. He signed the Emancipation Proclamation by Executive Order on
September 22, 1862 which became effective January 1, 1863. A few things to
note about the proclamation that many people do not realize: 

The proclamation did not say slavery was illegal unless you were in the
11 states that seceded, i.e. were part of an active rebellion.
Great Britain and France were close to allying with the
Confederacy. Changing the subject of slavery to a moral issue versus an
economic issue discouraged that alliance.
The Proclamation Emancipation resulted in an integrated military.

It was the responsibility of the Union Military to enforce the Emancipation
Proclamation as it was a military decree. The last Confederate state after the
end of the Civil War was Texas, primarily due to the small number of Union
troops available to enforce the proclamation. When Union troops arrived on
June 19, 1865 and found slavery still intact, Major General Gordon Granger
announced General Order #3 which informed Texans that “all slaves are
free”. That was the birth of Juneteenth. 

Juneteenth has regularly been celebrated in Texas, but more limited
elsewhere until the Civil Rights movement in the 1950’s – 1970’s. Texas
declared Juneteenth a state holiday in the 1980’s with other states following
afterwards. It became a National Holiday on June 17, 2021 through Executive
Order by President Biden. 

Locally, Juneteenth celebrations circulate between the Quad Cities, with the
primary celebration in 2025 being in Herculaneum. 

Submitted by: Carolyn McKinney

June 26, 2025
Jeopardy!

The June 26 evening meeting was exciting with member inductions and a fun
game. The 3 new members inducted were Jan Buechting , Michelle Storment, and
Sarah Hilker. Please welcome these ladies! 

After the inductions and announcements, Marian Bozak hosted an exciting game
of Jeopardy! While questions started out relatively easy, players quickly moved to
higher dollar amounts. The categories of “1980’s” and “TV Catchphrases” proved
to be the most entertaining. 

The final round included aggressive wagers by most teams for a tough category of



“What’s in a Name”.  The final Jeopardy answer was " This area that includes
several countries got its name because the colonists spoke Spanish, French and
Portuguese."  This was an actual question from a Jeopardy show.  Did you get
it? It proved to be a stumper, "What is Latin America?"

Special thanks to Marian Bozak for leading the Jeopardy! game! Also, to Mary
Hatfield, Pat Parsons, Becky Francis and Becky Capps for their help displaying the
game on the big screen and staying on schedule! 

Submitted by: Marian Bozak

New member Sarah Hilker with sponsor Becky Francis, Donna Long (sponsor) with new member Michelle
Storment, new member Jan Buechting with sponsor Donna Master, and Club President Cathy Elliott



The board from the Jeopardy game

CLUB PROJECTS

EMO Jr. Golf Tournament

The East Missouri Optimist (EMO) Jr. Golf Tournament was held Friday, June 6 at
the Ste. Genevieve Golf Club, in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri. Twin City Area
Optimists volunteered at the event, using golf carts to transport golfers to their
designated tee-off holes. This service was much appreciated by the players.

Thank you, ladies. 



Twin City Area Optimist volunteers Sarah Hilker, Jessica Korte, Laura English,
Jean Naeger, Susan DeClue, and Mary Hatfield.

Foster Together Shopping

The Foster Together committee met at the Gravois Bluffs Target Store on June
10. With four carts, they happily spent $2000 on items for the Foster Together
club project.

Shoppers included Karen Huskey, Mickie Huskey, Mary Kay Scott, and Rosie
O’Shaughnessy. Two additional committee members, Dorothea Kehm and Peggy
McCraith were unable to participate in the shopping trip. 

Submitted by: Karen Huskey



Mickie Huskey, Rosie O'Shaughnessy, Karen
Huskey, and Mary Kay Scott

Karen Huskey with a car load of purchases for
Foster Togeth

Summer fun for kids at A Safe Place

The Women’s Shelter committee went shopping at Walmart on June 11 for the
children staying at the shelter. They purchased craft items for the children to use
during the summer as well as little rewards for good behavior. While delivering
the purchases, the committee also presented a check for $195 from the Twin City
Area Optimist Club to Holly Porter, Director of the shelter, to pay for 15 children
to go on field trips to Critter Corner and The Butterfly House this summer. 

Committee: Barb Bates (Chair), Mickie Huskey, Vickie Campbell, and Judy
Williams

Submitted by: Barb Bates



Barb Bates and Mickie Huskie shopping at Walmart.

CLUB FUNDRAISERS

Bunco!

Twin City Area Optimist Club members gathered at Herrell's Distributing on June 6
for an evening of fun, fellowship, food, and Bunco! Carol Schanz generously
hosted the event and attendees brought a variety of delicious food and dessert
items to share.

Three people tied for the most wins. Roll-offs were played to determine the
winners of the prizes. Jody Stockwell received First Prize, Jayne Rickard, Second
Prize, and Mary Lewis, Third Prize. Sharma Gearhart received the prize for the
most Buncos, while Nancy McAnany received the top prize for the most losses.
Debbie Bradley was the lucky winner of the 50/50 drawing! 

TCA Optimists cleared $862.00 to be deposited in the general bank account.
Thank you to all who came out for a great evening and to Carol Schanz for hosting
at HW Herrell’s Distributing.

Submitted by: Carolyn McKinney



Bunco prize winners: Nancy Mcanany, Mary Lewis, Jody Stockwell, Jayne Rickard, Sharma Gearhart

Debbie Bradley, 50/50 winner
Goodies at Bunco!

If you can give blood, please sign up. Contact Blood Drive Chair Marian Bozak
(216) 509- 6810 to volunteer to assist during the blood drive.



You must present a flyer or show from your phone. Visit our public Facebook
page or our private club group. The flyer below will be posted on both pages.
Please take the time to share the post from our public page.



New Marketing Brochure

The revised tri-fold marketing brochure is now available. This document provides
basic information about the projects and services we provide to the community.
It will be used for new member packets, sponsorship campaigns, and available at
club public events. This is a great way to spread the word about our club.
Members can request copies from Marketing Chair Jean Naeger.



EAST MISSOURI (EMO) OPTIMIST DISTRICT



Get ready for the EMO Convention August 15-17,
2025Reservation Information Coming Soon



JOI Club
June 7, 2025

A joint meeting was held with Autumn Ridge residents and the JOI Club on June 7
at 6:00 p.m. The joint meeting enabled residents and JOI club members to take
part in a demonstration presented by Party Paws Mobile Zoo. The program
provided an interactive experience with a variety of animals aimed at stimulating
a child’s curiosity.
 
Jenna Heckethorn of Party Paws Mobile Zoo brought five animals for the kids to
hold and take care of. JOI members in turn took the animals to the Autumn Ridge
residents to pet. Animals shared by Party Paws included a baby kangaroo, a baby
lemur, a five-year-old tortoise, an iguana, and a beautiful owl. Everybody in
attendance loved the demonstration and the personal
animal experience it provided.

Members learned a lot about each animal, including the fact that Missouri does
not have many regulations governing the acquisition of exotic animals.
Companies like Party Paws rescues them as people are unable how to care for
them as they grow larger, thus putting the animals at risk.   

The evening ended with everybody wanting to do it again!

Submitted by: Debbie Schumaker, Student Advisor
                          Carol Schanz, JOI Chair



Debbie Schumaker
JOI Adult Advisor



Carol Schanz
JOI Chair

SAVE THE DATES

Note upcoming events. To
assist with projects, please
contact Committee Chair.

​July 1 NO BOARD MEETING
July 3 NO GENERAL MEETING
July 10 Meeting - Hawaiian Luau, International Convention Updates
July 11 Red Cross Blood Drive, Jefferson County YMCA
July 16 Dine to Donate at Qdoba
July 17 Meeting - All for Family
July 24 Meeting - Old Bag Lunch
July 31 Evening Meeting - NOW/WOW
August 5 Board Meeting - hostess Sue Joggerst
August 7 Meeting - Helmets First, Board Update
August 9 Rock 'n Roll Bingo
August 14 Meeting - Back to Play
August 15-17 EMO District Convention
August 17 Bottleneck Bridge Bike Ride & Bike Rodeo
August 21 General Meeting
August 28 Evening Meeting - CARE
September 2 Combined Board Meeting
September 4 Meeting - Board Update
September 11 Sponsorship Lunch
September 13 Brenden's Backpack Collection
September 18 General Meeting
September 25 Dine to Donate at Panera
September 25 General Meeting

Board of
Directors

2024-2025



Members meet every Thursday from Noon - 1 p.m. at Taytro's.
Please RSVP by 8:00 a.m. on Monday by contacting Kathy
Todd.

The last Thursday of the month is an evening meeting held at
the United Methodist Church in Festus. Members are invited to
bring their own dinner at 5:30 to socialize. The meeting starts
at 6:00 p.m.

Our Club will continue looking at the sunny side of everything
and being committed to bringing out the best in our area youth.

 
President

Cathy Elliott
573 883 0924

 
President Elect

Debbie
Hogenmiller

 
Past President

Peggy Scott
 

Secretary
Kathy Todd

 
Secretary Elect
Marian Bozak

 
Treasurer

Becky Francis
 

Treasurer Elect
Becky Capps

 
Board Members

 
2024-2026
Amy Baum
Beth Watts
Kirstie Zych

2025-2027
Mary McDowell
Debbie Kettler

Carolyn
McKinney

​Keep current with club activities,

like us on Facebook, and

visit our website. ​

  

Visit our website
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