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The Twin City Area Optimist Club would like to recognize
and thank the artists who participated in our annual art
contest. The talent of local artists is always amazing. We
appreciate all the art teachers who instruct their
students and encourage them to express themselves
through their art. A special thanks to the family and
friends who attended the art contest and provided the
support these artists deserve. Students sharing their
talents with the community enriches all our lives.

http://www.twincityoptimist.org


The Twin City Area Optimist Club Art Contest took place on Sunday,
November 5, 2023 at Elks Lodge 1721 in Festus. The annual event had 322
entries with 215 student artists exhibiting artwork. The students and their art
were represented by the following schools in southern Jefferson County:
Festus High School, De Soto High School, De Soto Junior High School,
Herculaneum High School, Senn-Thomas Middle School, Hillsboro High
School, Hillsboro Junior High School, Crystal City High School, Danby-Rush
Tower (R-7) Middle School, St. Pius X High School and Jefferson R-VII.
Three entries were submitted by homeschooled students. Entries were
showcased in art categories, photography, three-dimensional and
graphic/digital art.

Best of Show winner was Sailor Tucker, Herculaneum High School with his
entry “Untitled.” First place winners in three art categories were: Art – Ages
12-13 Julianna Dalaviras, Hillsboro Junior High School, with her entry
“Serenity”, Art – Ages 14-15 Katie Strawhun, De Soto High School, with her
entry “Penguin” and Art-Ages 16-19 Kyla Cook, De Soto High School, with her
entry “Three Crosses.” Taking first place in photography was Anna Frantzen
of Hillsboro Junior High School, with her photo “Frosty Morning.” Three-
dimensional art first place winner was Brianna Wagner, Festus High School,
with her entry “Buck Book.” Graphic design/Digital art first place winner was
Alexis Jackson, De Soto Junior High School with her entry “Parrot Pop.”
The Twin City Area Optimist Club strives to “bring out the best in kids” with
events such as the art contest that encourages Jefferson County youth to grow
in confidence and self-esteem.

Patty Meyer, Art Contest Chair



First Place

Brianna Wagner
Age 17

Buck Book
Festus High School

Kyla Cook 
Age 16  

Three Crosses 
 De Soto High School



Anna Frantzen
Age 12

Frosty Morning
Hillsboro Junior High School

Alexis Jackson
Age 13

Parrot Pop
De Soto Junior High School

Katie Strawhun
Age 15

Penguin
De Soto High School

Julianna Dalaviras
Age 13

Hillsboro Junior High School

Second Place

Amelia Wiles
Age 12

Drops of Jupiter
Hillsboro Junior High School



Miabella Lamar
Age 17

​ De Soto High School

Allyson Roberson
Age 17

Blob Fish
​Festus High School

Laney Shoopman
Age 12

Danby Middle School
Jefferson R-7

Ella Montgomery
age 15

Pink Lamb
Festus High School

Third Place



Aubrey Crorman
Age 17

Wybie Lovat
De Soto High School

Sidney Steel
Age 13

Dare to Dream
Hillsboro Junior High School

Alice Dupree
Age 13

Hidden Trail
Hillsboro Junior High School

Hayden Mouser
Age 14

Herculaneum High School



Jackson Gladden -
De Soto Junior High
"MP 4/4 Half & Half"

Ryli Meulen
Hillsboro Junior High School
"Palette and Brush"

Elley Miller
De Soto Junior High School
"Strawberry Snack"

Allyson Roberson
Festus High School

Sparrow Buehme
Home School
"Early October"

Avalon Buehme
Home School
"Boma Waterway"

Joshua Roth
Festus High School
"Schizophrenia"

Unable to identify artist

Ella Montgomery
Festus High School
"Knowledge in Your Hands"

John Brown
De Soto High School
"Leaves"

Three Dimensional Art
Ages 12-19

De Soto Junior High School art
teacher---Ashley Daegling

Mistress of Ceremony Mary
Kay Scott



"Siamese Twin Rag Doll"

Peggy Scott, TCA Optimist
Club President

Beth Watts, TCA Member

Mariah Riley
De Soto High School
"Hideaway House"

Brynn Huelzer
De Soto High School
Ducky Wucky

Mackenize Donjon
Jefferson R-7

Unable to identify artist

Optimist International President-Elect
Jan Oord Graves with Cheryl Brenn,
Executive Director of Optimist
International

Art contestant Alexis Jackson from
De Soto Junior High School with
Optimist International President Tracy
Huxley.



Special thanks to Patty Meyer, Art
Contest Chair for an amazing job
organizing event.

Peggy Scott, TCA Optimist Club President
Tracy Huxley, Optimist International President
Jean Naeger, East MO District Governor-Elect

Thank you to the Elk's for donating the
space for art contest, the Festus Public
Library for receiving artwork and
providing room for sorting. We
appreciate the art teachers, judges,
and volunteers who put in the time to
make this event successful.

Phyllis Neff, East MO District Governor
Tracy Huxley, Optimist International President



The Twin City Area Optimist Club receives annual sponsorships from businesses/ members of
the community.

Students, Teachers, Family, and
Friends Attend Art Contest





Some of the many volunteers who assisted with the Art Contest.



Thanks to the following members who assisted with sorting art prior to event: Barb
Bates, Carroll Metzer, Jean Naeger, Elsie William, Pat Doenges, Janet Mace, Mickie
Huskey, Nancy Doering, Peggy McCraith, Mary Kay Scott, and Patty Meyer.
 
Members who assisted with event: Carroll Metzer, Barb Schmidt, Ruth Ann Adams,
Janet Mace, Mickie Huskey, Peggy McCraith, Sue Boyer, Patty Meyer, Beth Watts,
Carolyn McKinney, Kathy Todd, Katie Huck, Beth Haberer, Phyllis Neff, Debbie
Kettler, Debbie Hogenmiller, Peggy Scott, Mary Kay Scott, and Jean Naeger.

More Artwork



















Michael Boles, Optimist International Vice President - Middle America Region
Phyllis Neff, East Missouri Optimist District Governor
Peggy Scott, Twin City Area Optimist Club President
Tracy Huxley, Optimist International President
Cheryl Brenn, Optimist International Executive Director
Rod McKenderick, Optimist International Board Member

TCA Optimist Katie Huck



TCA Optimist Mary Kay Scott (Event Mistress of Ceremony)
Liz Christman, Optimist International Leadership Development Chair
Jean Naeger, East Missouri Optimist District Governor-Elect

Michael Boles, Optimist International Vice President - Middle America Region
Tracy Huxley, Optimist International President
Joe Hatfield, Jefferson County Optimist Club President
Liz Christman, Optimist International Leadership Development Chair

Fundraiser

Twin City Area Optimist member Karen Huskey made and donated the beautiful quilt on display
at the art show. This is our latest fundraiser, see flyer below for raffle information. Thank you for
your support.



Sponsors

Throughout the year the Twin City Area Optimist Club
provides services to the youth and community of southern
Jefferson County. The club is active in fundraising, but we
could not support all our projects without the generosity of
our sponsors. Below is just a sampling of the club's activities
as shown in last year's annual tri-fold report.

If you would like to learn more about the TCA Optimist Club
or become a 2024 sponsor, please contact Marketing Chair
Jean Naeger at 314 495 2822.



2023 Sponsors









Upcoming Scholarship Opportunities

The TCA Optimist Club will soon be contacting local schools to seek participants in essay and
oratorical contests. Visit our website soon to download application forms. Volunteering, Helping
Children - Twin City Area Optimist Club (twincityoptimist.org) This is an opportunity to earn
scholarships while sharpening essay and oratorical skills.

https://twincityoptimist.org/


Board of
Directors

2023-2024
 

President
Peggy Scott

314 420 0897
 

President Elect
Debbie

Hogenmiller
 

Past President
Carroll

Metzger
 

Secretary
Ruth Ann



Members meet every Thursday from Noon - 1 p.m. at
Taytro's. Please RSVP by 8:00 a.m. on Monday by
contacting Cathy Elliott.

The last Thursday of the month is an evening meeting
held at Poppy's Parlor. Meeting starts at 6:00 p.m. If you
would like to order food, please contact Phyllis Neff on
Monday prior to meeting.

Our Club will continue looking at the sunny side of
everything and being committed to bringing out the best
in our area youth.

Adams
 

Secretary Elect
Kathy Todd

 
Treasurer

Janet Mace
 

Treasurer Elect
Becky Francis

 
Board

Members
 

2022-2024
Cathy Elliott
Katie Huck

Patty Meyer
 

2023-2025
Amy Baum
Beth Watts
Kirstie Zych

​Keep current with club activities,

like us on Facebook, and

visit our website. ​

  

Visit our website
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